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INFORMER. JANUARY 2005 
Correspondence about dues, memberships, and lost Informers should be directed to: 

Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown. NY 13601 
E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net Web site: http:/lrootsweb.com/-nyjeffer~effsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: Recording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Linda Malinich Jerry Davis Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28 Kevin Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14625 
malinich@attglobal.net 

Robert VanBrocklin 
15992 Foster Pk. Rd. 
Dexter, NY 13634 
bolovb@usadatanet.net 

P.O. Box275 
Clayton, NY 13624 
maridavis@aol.com 

909 Washington St. 
Watertown, NY 13601 
chopkins@imcnemet 

P. 0. Box297 
Brownville, NY 13615 

The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.net editor; Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@imcnet.net pub
lisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net, ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor
rello@worldnet.att.net; Jerry Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol Garnsey, cgarnsey@Gisco.net; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel 
free to contact any of the above for suggestions or comments regarding this newsletter, published six times a year- January, March, May, 
July, September and November. A special Surnames issue has also been published in December. 

The articles in this n£Wsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County, If comments are in any way offen
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

Hello, 
I am researching the family of one Asa 

Stanley, an early settler of Jefferson County. Asa is 
in the 1810 census of Rutland, Jefferson County, NY, 
as is his brother Jedediah Stanley. Asa is the son of 
John Stanley, and a brother of Eleanor or Ellen 
Stanley (Fay), both of whom you have listed as early 
settlers. Another brother Daniel Stanley was also an 
early settler, he is in the 1810 census in Watertown, 
Jefferson County. 

Asa was born in Reading, Windsor County, 
VT, July 30, 1787. He married Anna Stevens in Jef
ferson County in January 1808 and they had ten chil
dren born in Jefferson County between 1810 and 
1831. One daughter Alzina married Ira Brown in Jef
ferson County in 1831. Ira Brown died on February 
28, 1861 and Alzina died on March 3, 1874 both in 
Rutland, Jefferson County. 

Sometime in the 1830's Asa moved with the 
rest of his family to Ft. Sandusky, Ohio, where he 
died in 1841. His wife Anna returned to Jefferson 
County. 

I have more information on this family if you 
are interested. 

Niel Nelson 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Address Changes 
Joseph D. Hunter, Sr. Carol G. Geimberg 
25119NYSRt12 P.O.Box6406 
Watertown, NY 13601 Syracuse, NY 13217 

To the Editorial Staff of the Informer: 

I really enjoyed the November issue of the Informer. 
On the day it arrived, I read the complete issue from 
cover-to-cover that evening. I really appreciate the 
people behind the scenes that got together all the 
interesting data, photos, and historical articles about 
Rodman, Limerick, & Dexter. I know it involves a lot 
of work by the staff! My thanks to everyone in
volved! I look forward to all Issues of the Informer. 
Thanks again for the great job. 

Meeting 
Notice! 

Donald Dillenbeck, 
JCGSmember 

JCGS will not 
have meetings in 

the months of 
January & 

February 2005! 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

October Meeting 

Laura Prievo is Wilna Town Historian and Car
thage Village Historian. Laura gave us a short history 
of the Heritage Room at Carthage Free Library starting 
with its beginning almost 30 years ago. They started 
out with state and county histories that the library al
ready had. Since then the material list has gro~n 
steadily with private research; scrap books that In

cluded obituaries; a microfilm reader for the Federal 
Census to 1920; the Carthage newspapers; an index 
of obituaries; pamphlets from various societies. After 
questions Laura introduced Lynn Thornton to speak on 
some of the work she has done. 

Lynn Thornton is a recently retired 4th grade 
teacher from the Carthage school system. She men
tioned that she used her 4th grade emphasis on local 
history as a means to explore history such as the 1884 
Carthage Fire. Lynn also worked on updating the Car
thage School System history for their 50th anniversary 
as a central school mentioning that 32 different 
schools became the Carthage Central School. Lynn 
made special mention of a work on Grace Sheeley, a 
history of her years as a teacher. She also showed 
work she was presently working on, The Diary of 
Charles Everly. Lynn also has her own web site at 
< www.lthorn.net > . That's a small "Ln before thorn. 
There are a number of most interesting entries. 

After questions the meeting adjourned to the 
Heritage Room at the Carthage Free Library. 

Laura Prievo and Lynn Thornton 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

November Meeting 

Marguerite Raineri has been Director of the 
Stone Mills Museum for 3 years now and began her 
presentation with the history of the museum. ~he 
started with the first building being the 1837 Un1on 
Church/Meeting House (dedicated to the memory of 
Josephine Fredenburg - one of the founders of the 
museum) to the Ice House, the Cheese Factory, the 
Schoolhouse, the Exhibit Barn, and the rest of the Mu
seum Complex. 

Marguerite's emphasis in directing the mu
seum is to put things in order as so much · has been 
collected for the museum but has not been organized. 
Old equipment is being repaired so that it will be able 
to be used. Pictures thrown upstairs in the church, 
civil war letters, scrapbooks of local families that in
clude obituaries and genealogy information will all be 
included in the ongoing organization. 

Marguerite gave a brief overview of some of 
the programs of the museum such as the "Farmer B~y 
Programn and the "Harvest Festival." All of the work IS 

for a goal of having the museum be a "working and 
livingn museum designed " ... to tell the story of the de
velopment of the agriculture industry in Northern New 
York State through collecting, preserving, and display
ing historical materials relating to the farm and the 
farm home, as was known to that area of the state 
which is now Jefferson, St. Lawrence, Lewis and 
Oswego Counties." 

JCGS member Sue Grant and Stone Mills Museum 
Director Marguerite Raineri look over a shadow box 
the contents of which are dated February 14, 1867 
made with hair from the Holloway family children. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCGS MINUTES 
OCTOBER 12, 2004 

Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

After eating lunch at Keddy's Family Restau
rant at 11:30, the business meeting was called to or
der by President Linda Malinich with 25 people in at
tendance. The minutes were read and approved by 
motion of Pauline Zach and seconded by Bob Van
Brocklin. 

No reports available from the Treasurer or 
Correspondence Secretary. Clancy Hopkins was ap
proved as Correspondence Secretary to replace 
Phyllis Putnam. President Linda called for volunteers 
for the Repository Committee as we haven't filled that 
position. 

Nan Dixon has the November 81
h program at 

Flower Memorial Library set with Marguerite Raineri, 
Stone Mills Museum Director. 

Bill Dixon mentioned for the Newsletter Com
mittee that the November issue is ready to go to press. 
Editor Nan Dixon mentioned that the January 2005 
issue has begun. 

Jean Coyne spoke for the Publications Com
mittee mentioning that we have the hard copy of the 
Will book but not the disk. Benjamin Printers has 
quoted a price if they can have a disk to print from. 
Julia Gosier mentioned that she had received a very 
reasonable price from Thousand Islands Printing in 
Alex Bay who also put the document together with the 
plastic spiral binding. Jean also mentioned for the Sur
rogate Committee that they were done with Book 1 
and were starting on book 2. 

Under Old Business Bob VanBrocklin men
tioned that he would like still to see a 2"d Vice Presi
dent. Nan Dixon Moved: That we amend our Con
stitution to include an office of 2"d Vice President. 
Seconded by Pauline Zach. Passed. 

Nan Dixon mentioned that AI Seymour is do
ing a wonderful job of straightening out the every 
name index of the Informer. 

Jean Coyne moved to adjourn, seconded by 
Bob VanBrocklin. 

President Linda introduced Laura Prievo and 
Lynn Thornton for the meeting's program. 

JCGS MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 8, 2004 

Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to 
order at 6:34 with 22 people in attendance. The min
utes were read and approved by motion of Bob Van
Brocklin and seconded by Jean Coyne. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr brought us up to date 
with both the October and the November reports. Our 
balance to date is $8,400.97. The complete report is 
attached. Bill Dixon moved to approve the reports and 
Ed Thompson seconded. Passed. 

No report was available from the Correspond
ing Secretary. President Linda called for volunteers 
for Repository Committee Chairperson and for an as-

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

sistant to Sue Grant on the Audit Committee. She also 
mentioned sending out over 80 emails for tonight's 
meeting and Phyllis Putnam contacted the newspa
pers. 

Phyllis continued with a Program Committee 
report. Nan Dixon has contacted Dr. Marilyn van Dyke 
to present "Your Right to Know Your Family" at our 
April 2005 meeting. Julie Gosier will have the October 
2005 meeting on the "Lyme Heritage Society" with a 
luncheon at her church. After some discussion, other 
possibilities are Lis Couch as May meeting chairper
son; Shawn Doyle from Halfshire Society and the 
Oswego County Genealogy Society at another meet
ing; and Keith Willis on cemeteries as another possibil
ity. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Newsletter Commit
tee that the January issue is progressing well. He is 
hoping to meet with Rutland Town Historian soon. 

Nan mentioned for the Genealogical Collec
tion Committee that the little briefcase full of Geneal
ogy material has disappeared and she would appreci
ate people keeping an eye out for it. In its absence 
she has worked on the Pedigrees and the possibility of 
a Pedigree Book 2 but needs help perhaps beginning 
in the spring. 

Publications Committee Chairman Bill Dixon 
referred the report to Jean Coyne. Jean mentioned 
that the material for the "Jefferson County, New York 
Will Abstracts 1830-1850" is now all together and we 
will go for a 5%. by 8%" soft cover book. We are wait
ing on a disk from Tracy for the printer to use. Will 
Book II is now being worked on. 

Old Business: Nan mentioned AI Seymour's 
work on the every name index for the Informer and AI 
mentioned that the work he has done is on a CD in pdf 
format. Nan suggested that we not try a paper copy 
but go with the CD. It should be cheaper and quicker. 

New Business: Nan brought up a suggestion 
that weather-wise, program-wise, and attendance-wise 
that we not have society meetings in January and Feb
ruary. Bob VanBrocklin Moved: That the society will 
not have regular meetings in the months of Janu
ary and February. Seconded by Phyllis Putnam. 
Passed. 

Bill Dixon brought up the status of the position 
of 2nd Vice President. After discussion President Linda 
asked for the recent Nominations Committee to pre
sent a nomination for 2nd Vice President at the Decem
ber meeting. 

Shawn Doyle mentioned that the Oswego 
County Genealogy society has reorganized. Shawn 
also had with him two new publications for sale: 
George Widrick's collection of short stories of eastern 
Oswego County and a new Halfshire Society publica
tion . 

Nan also mentioned that an index to the re
cords listed in Rev. Garand's "Historical Sketch of the 
Village of Clayton, NY'' and ·A Complete History of St. 
Mary's Parish" is in the repository for sale at $12. 

Jean Coyne moved to adjourn with a second 
from Nan Dixon. 

Nan Dixon introduced Marguerite Raineri of 
the NNY Agricultural Historical Society in Stone Mills 
as our program for the evening. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Genealogy at the Crossroads 
A Leadership Development Workshop sponsored by the New York State 

Council of Genealogical Organizations and the Central New York 
Genealogy Society 

Today, genealogical societies are at the crossroads where the past and fu
ture meet. lt 1s at this crossroads where the path of history, in the form of our tra
ditional study of family ties and stories, meets the information highway of the fu
ture, with its potential for increased use of technology and internet data. The 
value of genealogical societies will depend upon their anility to rediscover and re
define themselves to adapt to and utilize these new and rapidly changing devel
opments in the study of genealogy. 

This will call for leadership in guiding the members to take advantage of the ge
nealogy of the future. It builds upon the best of "what is" and pursues the possi
bilities of "what could be". 

This Leadership Development Workshop is designed to meet these objectives: 

. Develop leadership skills in local societies 

. Create a positive plan for change and development 

. Initiate a process for problem solving which is mutually beneficial 

. Foster cooperation among genealogical societies across the State 

To conduct this workshop we have secured the services of Carol Anne 
Kozik, a teacher/nurse Rractitioner with over 20 years experience in developing 
management services for healthcare, education and nonprofit organizations. 
Carol Anne's style is both down-to-earth and entertaining. Her programs are dy
namic and interactive, involving participants in activities that support commitment 
and sustaining change. Carol Anne is a published author and national and inter
national speaker on topics such as education, motivation and collaborative proc-
ess. 

This full-day workshop will be held on April 30, 2005 at the United Church in 
East Syracuse. Invitations to participate are being extended to genealogy ori
ented organizations in New York State and surrounding areas regardless of 
whether or not they are affil iated with NYSCOGO. The cost, including lunch, will 
be $25 per person for NYSCOGO subscribers or members of orgamzations be
longing to NYSCOGO. The cost for others will be $35 per person of which $10 
may be applied towards an individual NYSCOGO subscription or organization 
membership. 

Organizations are encouraged to send a team of officers and members and 
to assume their registration costs as an investment in their future. Because of the 
interactive nature of this workshop, enrollment is limited to the first 50 people to 
register. . 

To register, please send name, postal and e-mail addresses, and phone 
number along with a check made payable to NYSCOGO to: Diana Law, 7213 
Manlius Center Road, East Syracuse, NY 13057. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©J efferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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TOWN OF 
RUTLAND 

Settled early 
and fairly quickly, the 
Town of Rutland at
tracted many people 
from New England. As 
early as 1800, a devel
oper built a road into the 
interior of the town, and 
then disposed of two 
thirds of the land in less 
than four years. He kept 
a list of the purchasers, 
which forms the basis 
for our list of pioneers. 

Rutland lies just 
east of the city and 

;.t..., _ _ 4 Town of Watertown, 
south of Le Ray and 
thus on the border of 
Fort Drum military res
ervation, and west of 
the Town of Champion. 
Its southern border is 
Lewis County. Black 
River flows along its 

."""""",.-- .... : ...... northern border, at first 
supporting grist and 
lumber mills at places 
whose names later be
came Felts Mills and 
Black River. Settlers in 
the northern part of the 
county could, from a 
high place, "look away 
south to the Rutland 
Hills." 

The township 
derived its name from 
Rutland, Vermont, from 

· ;-.;.,--i::-1 whence many of the 
early settlers came. 
Populated areas within 
the town include Rut
land Centre, Tylerville, 
and Felts Mills. Black 
River village, at first in 
the township on the bor
der with Le Ray, suf
fered a removal without 
moving, when the 
boundary was changed 
to locate it within the 
Town of Le Ray. Black 
River is today the chief 
village of the area. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@ imcnet.net 
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Index to 1855 Map of Rutland Township (page 6) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

'--" Column I consists of initial, column 2 is surname or main entry, column 3 indicates location of residents on the map. 
By dividing the town map into 7 parts, Don uses the letters R, U, T, L, A, N, D already on the map as locators. 

lnitial(s) Surname Map letter- Caldwell N-North 

-North/South w. Carpenter N-South 

B.S.= ltBiacksmith Shop Rutland Centre w. Carter N-North 

B.S.= Blacksmith Shop D-North I. Carter's Tav. (Tavern} D-North 

B.S.= Blacksmith Shop D-North A. Cassel D-North 

FirstCongCh g:irst Congregational T-South 
M. Chamolan R-South 

hurch) P.O. Cham plan R-South 
G.Yd.= ltGrave Yard R-South D. Chase D-North 
G.Yd. - !(Grave Yard Rutland Centre G.S. Chase L-South 
G.Yd.- Grave Yard L-North Ch.= Church IT-North 
G.Yd. = Grave Yard D-North E. Churchill U-South 
S.M.= Saw Mill) D-South A. Clark L-North 
S.H.= JSchool House) U-South A. Clark L-North 
S.H.= 'tSchool House U-South E. Clark T-North 
S.H.= SchoolHouse T-North E. Clark A-North 
S.H.= SchoolHouse IT-South Clark D-North 
S.H.= School House) A-North Clark's Est. D-North 
S.H.= School House) A-South Mrs. Coles N-North 
S.H.= School House) N-South A. Conklin L-South 
S.H.= School House) D-North D. Conklin L-South 
s. 1\dsit A-South A. Cook T-South 
B. IA.Idrich N-North J. Cotton A-North 
C. Aldrich N-North H. Cramer L-South 
Mrs. ~ldrich N-North H. Cramer A-South 
D. ~ndrews U-South E. Cronch D-South 
E. ~A.ndrews U-South L. Cross N-North 
w. Andrews Jun. L-South C. Cummings R-North 
E. Andrus U-South T. Daley N-South 
F. Andrus U-South S. Dead A-South 
J. IA.ndrus T-South J. Dean Tylerville 
N. Andrus D-North A. Dodqe's Est U-South 
0. Andrus U-North S. Dond A-South 
S. Andrus T-South Mrs. Drake IA-North 
fl\. Archer T-South A. Dunlap iT-South 
J. Armstrong N-South W.M. Dunlap N-North 

Arthur T-North A Dunn N-North 
E. Ball R-South J. Durham L-South 
W.M. Ball R-South E. Dutton L-South 
G. Barney U-South C. Eames N-South 

Bead T-North D. Eames A-South 
J.W. Beecher N-South W. Earl D-North 
J. Bemgton/Bergton ? T-South J. Eddy L-North 
S. Benedict R-South J. Eddy D-North 
E. Benington T-South D. Ferguson N-North 
G. Bergevin N-South Fink Rutland Centre 

BLACK RIVER T-North w. Fonda U-South 
J. Branson N-South S. Forster D-North 
C. Braynard T-South A. Frank A-North 
~- Brown A-South T. Frank L-North 
J. Brown L-South M. Franklin L-North 
0 . Brown Tylerville A. Fuller N-North 
Dr. L. Buckley Rutland Centre C. Fuller D-North 
J. Burlingame N-South w. Fuller Rutland Centre 
D. Burnham A-South J. Fulton U-North 
S. Burnham R-North S. Goldthritz N-North 
A Butt T-South A. Gowdy U-South 
Mrs. Caldwell D-North w. Gramble A-North 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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E. Grant D-North D. Olney U-South 
H. Graves L-North I. Olney T-South 
M.L. Graves D-North V. Olney T-South 
E. Greenfield T-South v. Olney Tylerville 
D. Greig R-South H. Orvis D-North 
A. Griffin U-South D. Osmar U-South 

Had cock T-South D. Osmar U-South 
Hamblin A-North JA Otis T-North 

D. Hamlin !A-South Palmer D-North 
A. Hardy A-North A. Parkinson U-North 
R. Hardy A-North Parsonage L-South 

Hardy A-North T. Passman D-North 
R. Herrick N-South J. Peck N-South 

Hersey L-North E. Phil brooks N-North 
w. Hopgood D-South E. Phillips L-North 
H. Hopkins L-South E. Phillips A-North 
J. Howland N-North C. Pool N-North 
R. Howland N-North R. Randall L-North 
W . Howland N-North G./0. ? Read R-South 
D. Isham L-South Ridder N-North 
w. Isham L-South w. Roberts A-North 
A. Isham's Est. L-South E. Robinson U-North 

Jacobs R-South W.S. Rockwell N-South 
B. Johnson 0-North RUTLAND HOLLOW U-North 
0 . Johnson R-North H. Scott If-North 
w. Johnson R-North H. Scott L-North 
Mrs. Jones N-North Mrs. Scott IT-North 

Jones N-North R. Scott T-North 
0. Kelsey N-South R. Scott Rutland Centre 
0. Kidder N-North S. Scott T-North 
Dr. P. Kimball R-South N. Seaman L-South 
A. Mallery N-North L. Searl D-South 
w. Mallery N-North Shaver R-North 
H. Maltby L-South A- Shermann R-South 
w. Maltby L-South D. Shermann R-South 
Dr. Manson U-North JA Shermann R-South 
Dr. Massey T-South J.A. Shermann R-South 
C. Mathias T-South JA Shermann R-South 
J. Matthews A-South Sheve & Shirts T-North 
B. Merriman A-South Shop A-North 
Meth.Ch. = Methodist Church Black River H. Sidmore N-South 
A. Middleton T-North J. Sidmore U-South 
C. Middleton A-North Simon Store T-South 
w. Middleton T-North L. Smith N-North 
A. Miller A-South w. Southworth N-North 
A.J. Miller A-South C. SpauldinQ R-South 
L. Miller N-South M.C. Spaulding R-South 
T. Miser T-North R. Spaulding R-South 
H. Mitchell R-North G.W. Spinning U-South 
C. Monroe U-South J. Staplin T-North 
A. Moore D-North M. Staplin T-North 
R. Mutty N-North I. Stebbins N-South 
C. Munroe T-South J. Stebbins N-South 
H.P. Munroe T-South A. Stevens D-North 
P. Normander A-North S. Stevens L-North 

Oakes Tylerville S. Stevens A-North 
L. Oaks N-South Store( PO) Store (Post Office) Tylerville 
W. Oaks N-South lA. Tamblin T-North 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Tanne 
Tavern 
Tavern 

D. Thomas 
Mrs. Thomas 

Toll Gate 
Toll Gate 

G. Towns 
F. Treadwa 
w. Treadwa 
J. 
J.J. 
J . 

E. 
H.A. 
C. 
N. 
0 . 
A. 
A. 
Mrs. Waldo 
T. Waldo 
B. Walker 
D. Walker 
A. Warren 
W. Warren 
J. Warrin ton 
D. Webner 
Mrs. Weirs 
S. Weller 
S. eller 

Wemit 
H. Wheaver 
A. White 
E. C. White 
R. White 
D. Wilde 
D. Wilde 
C. 
Mrs. S.M. 
W.H. 
D. 
N. 

E. 
H. 
J. 
H. Woodworth 
N. Woodworth 
A. Woolle 
G. W. 

A-North 
Black River 
T lerville 
T-South 
A-North 
U-North 
Black River 
N-South 
L-North 
T-North 
A-North 
Rutland Centre 

T-South 
L-South 
L-North 
U-South 
A-South 
A-South 
N-South 
T-South 
D-South 
D-South 

A-South 
A-North 
R-South 
N-North 
A-North 
N-South 
D-South 
U-North 
Rutland Centre 

D-North 
A-North 

-North 
R-North 
U-North 
U-North 
R-North 
R-North 
A-North 
D-South 
U-South 
U-North 
D-North 
U-North 
R-North 
R-North 
R-North 
U-South 
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The Hobby of Genealogy 

Genealogy is one of the fastest growing hob
bies in the United States today. One of its advantages 
is that you don't have to leave home to enjoy it, espe
cially if you have a computer. The computer enables 
you to travel all over the world in pursuit of ancestors 
without leaving your warm house. Jefferson County 
has several websites devoted to Jefferson County Ge
nealogy, the largest being the Jefferson County Gen
WebSite, (www.rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer). It's the local 
branch of the rootsweb system which covers the 
world. 

According to its supporters, it has many fea
tures going for it. A large data base of the majority of 
the Jefferson County cemeteries was donated by Gus 
Rogers, with John and Ellen Bartlett, the Gravestone 
Scribes, and is being updated through 2003. Another 
large data base is Harold Sanderson's directory of Jef
ferson County's Civil War military men. Again with the 
military, the site has lists of Revolutionary War veter
ans, many with family information from the Historical 
Association of South Jefferson. The individual 1864 
maps from Stone's 1864 Jefferson County atlas, ad
dresses of all officials who might have useful informa
tion about your ancestors, the 1890 Child's Gazetteer 
and Business Directory are among many other fea
tures. 

This is just one of the websites! Another time 
we will write of the American Local History Network's 
Town sites, besides other smaller, more focused sites 
such as Grindstone Island's site, and those for Lyme 
Heritage and South Jeff. The Jefferson County Gene
alogy Society publishes articles about these sites, as 
well as other topics of interest to local family histori
ans. Their newsletter, the Informer may be purchased 
at one of their monthly meetings, or by contacting 
JCNYGS, PO Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 and 
inclosing $4.00 for each issue. JCNYGS meets at the 
Dillenbeck Room of the Flower Library on the second 
Monday of each month, at 7:00. All are welcome. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Town of Rutland 
Cemeteries 

An abandoned ceme
tery is one which no longer 
accepts burials, and which is 
under the protection of the 
town. A destroyed cemetery is 
one from which all markers 
have been removed, all re
cords lost, and is known as a 
general location only. We 
have used CR to indicate a 
county road number. An as
terisk (*) denotes an inactive 

:.~==~~~~~'~W~cemetery. All phone numbers 
""""~~;..:: •w,Jrr.JHLI are area code 315. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

1. Black River. Rt 3 just out
·~.t:<-~ side village going toward Felts 

Mills. Currently used for buri
als. Contact William Reich
ard, 28411 NYS Rt 126, Black 
River, 13612; tel: 773-5179 

2. Rutland Centre. Rutland 
Centre on CR 126 just past 
town barn and office. De
stroyed fall of 1967 by new 
road project. Contact William 
Reichard, 28411 NYS Rt 126, 

"'"-~·-- • Black River, 13612; tel: 773-
5179. 

*3. Clark Family. Rutland 
"""F======' Hollow road, CR 49. Just 

................. 

past Andrews Rd, up on the 
hill on left side. Private prop
erty. Contact William Reich
ard, 28411 NYS Rt 126, Black 
River 13612; tel: 773-5179. 

*4. Coates-Graves. Also 
known as Porter Cemetery, 
Rutland Hollow Road CR 49 . 

. _ Right side of road just past 
second 4 corners. Contact 
William Reichard, 28411 NYS 
Rt 126, Black River 13612; 
tel: 773-5179. 

5. Felts Mills. Rt 3 and 
Cemetery Rd, Felts Mills. 
Contact Ward Burrows, 773-
5086. Still used for burials. 
(Continued next page) 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.nct 
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(Cemeteries continued from page 10) 

*6. Roberts. Rt 3, just past O'Donnell's Market, 
wooded area left side of road. Next to Mr. Ames 
house, just before Felts Mills. Contact William 
Reichard, 28411 NYS Rt 126, Black River 13612; tel: 
773-5179. 

*7. Rutland Hollow, also known as Middleton Hill 
Cemetery. CR 49 to Middleton, up hill, right side. 
Look for small driveway with fence. Up hill, follow 
path. Contact William Reichard, 28411 NYS Rt 126, 
Black River 13612; tel: 773-5179. 

*8. Old Stevens, Rutland Hollow. Burnup Rd to Sta
plin Rd; about one mile on Staplin. White house, barn 
across road. About 1000 feet behind barn. Contact 
William Reichard, 28411 NYS Rt 126, Black River 
13612; tel: 773-5179. 

*9. Burnup Rd, also known as First Baptist Burying 
Ground. Down Bumup Rd to four corners. Right on 
dirt road. Right, dirt road, white house on Corner. 
Cemetery in field enclosed by a woven wire fence. 
Contact William Reichard, 28411 NYS Rt 126, Black 
River 13612; tel: 773-5179. 

10. Maple Hill, also called Mapleview. CR 126 toRt 
162, to cross road 160. Left at top of hill, right side. 
Contact Lowell Goutremout, President. 773-2362. 
Currently used for burials 

11. Tylerville, at Tylerville. Rt. 12 south to Rt 69, left 
just before Tylerville. Currently used for burials. Con
tact Andrew Hodge, 788-9553. 

12. Underwood, also known as Reed Cemetery or 
Jacobs Rd Cemetery. Rt 12 South through Burrville 
to Jacobs Rd just past Rich Road. Before Hickox Rd. 
at left in field. Currently used for burials. Contact 
William Hickox at 788-5298 

On tbe Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Fred E. Whipple 
One of Black River's Hustling Young 

Men-A Photographer 
(This is from a late 1800's edition of the Watertown 
Daily Standard.) 

A son of a Methodist minister, Fred E. Whipple 
was born in Chateaugay, NY, in 1861, and received 
his education at lves seminary at Antwerp. In 1883 he 
moved to Black River and went into the employ of M. 
Poor & Son, grocers, of that place. In 1888 he pur
chased the business of his employers, which, with Mr. 
Hadsall, he conducted under the firm name of Whipple 
& Hadsall until, when a fire destroyed the business 
portion of Black River, where he was located. He then 
entered the employ of D. Dexter & Son, chair manu
facturers, having charge of their office. On the disso
lution of that company he manufactured chairs under 
the name of Dexter Chair Novelty Co. for two years. 
He then became associated with P. V. Poor of Black 
River as managing clerk, which position he now holds. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Jefferson County Historical Associations (Part 1) 
In order that our readers may be aware of the various small historical societies that are now in 

Jefferson County, we are creating a spot just for them. If you know of a society which we have omitted, or where 
the information is incorrect, please let us know immediately and we will include them in our March issue. For 
more information on some of these societies, refer to the July and September 2003 issues of the Informer. 

Historical Association of 
South Jefferson at Adams 

Contact person: Debbie Quick 
Phone: 315-232-2616 
Address: 29 East Church St, Adams NY 13605 
Meeting place and time: 3rd Thursdays 8:00 pm At 
museum. These are board meetings. 
Email guick@usadatanet.net 
Museum or Repository: 29 East Church St, Adams 
NY 13605 (possibly best in area for southern Jeffer
son County). No membership meetings, but mem
bers are welcome to attend board meetings. New 
members welcome. 

Town of Alexandria 
Historical Society 

Contact person: Martha Grimes 
Phone 315-482-4033 
Address 27115 Limestone Road, Redwood NY 13679 
Meeting place and time January: Third Thursday, 7:00 
PM 
Museum or Repository: Cornwall Brothers Store, 
Alexandria Bay NY 13607 
Welcomes new members 

Dexter Historical Society 

Contact person: Theta Corliss 
Phone: 315-639-6608 
Address: P.O. Box 321, Dexter, NY 13634 
Meeting place: Dexter Municipal Building 
Business Meeting Time: 2nd Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
Programs: 3rd Thursday. Covered Dish Supper 5:30 

and Speaker 
Repository: Corner of Brown and West Kirby St. 
Expect to have it open in the spring with Open House. 
Meeting topics: To be announced. Working on Dexter 

150 year celebration in August. 

Oxbow Historical Society 

Contact person: Robin Dango 
Phone: 315-287-4460 
Address: Main Street, Oxbow NY 13608 
Meeting place and time: Oxbow museum, next to 
Presbyterian Church in Oxbow, third Wednesday. No 
meetings January, February, March. 
Museum or Repository: Oxbow museum, next to 
Presbyterian Church. 
Welcomes new members 

Thousand Island 
Historical Society at Clayton 

Contact person: Janet Collins 
Phone: 315-686-5794 
Address: 312 James Street, Clayton NY 13624 
Meeting place and time: Research Room, Thousand 
Island Museum, third Wednesday of the month, 7 PM 
Email: infor@timuseum.org 
Museum or Repository: Thousand Islands Museum, 
Research Room 
Topic for next two meetings: Discuss funding publica
tion of History of Clayton up to 1928 -Arthur Strough 
Welcomes new members 

Henderson Historical Society 

Contact person: Eric Anderson 
Phone: 315-938-5183 
Address: 12432 County Rt 72, Henderson NY 13650 
Meeting place and time: Historical Museum, 1 :00 PM 
third Monday every month 
Email: hendersonhist@Yahoo.com 
Museum or Repository: Former Henderson Universal
ist Church built 1839, comer County Routes 71 & 72, 
Henderson NY. 
Topic for next two meetings. Winter meeting locations 
vary: call Eric Anderson. 
Project 1820 log cabin, restored next to museum 

Part 2 will be published in our March issue. We are working on Historical Societies from: Town of Water-
town, Redwood, Cape Vincent, and Lyme Heritage and perhaps some more from neighboring counties. -J 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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COMPUTER CORNER 
Internet Resources 
Message Boards & Mail Lists 
How to get to them and what's the difference. 
Provided by JCGS member AI Seymour 

A Message Board is like tacking a note on a 
bulletin board. Someone has to come up to the board 
and look at the message. Then you have to go back 
there to see if someone made a reply. But with a Mail 
List, when you send a message to the Mail List, every
one who belongs to the list is sent the message. If 
2,000 people subscribe, then 2,000 messages are 
sent out (one to each person). Now if someone re
plies, everyone gets the same message. 

1 find it's always a benefit to read all posts on 
a Message Board or e-mail from a Mail List even if the 
header indicates it might not concern who you are 
searching. There may be some connection, or the per
son may not have a clear subject matter in his head-
ing. 

To my knowledge there are two main Mes
sage Boards, one at Ancestry.com and one at Genfo
rum/Genealogy.com. FREE - FREE - FREE, let's get 
this straight, these are free services. It's one thing on 
Ancestry that's still free. Both Message Boards are 
very similar in ease of use. For Ancestry, go to ances
try.com; you will find seven tabs across the top. Pick 
and click the one that has "Message Boards." You will 
now have three sections: Surnames, Locations, and 
Topics. If you want a surname, pick and click the first 
letter, then the first and second, then the first three. 
Now you will have a list of all the surnames that begin 
that way. You' ll notice a number after each surname, 
this indicates how many messages are now on this 
board. 

For the Genforum, just go to genfo
rum.genealogy.com. This will take you right to the 
screen with the choices: Forum Finder, Surnames, 
Regional and General Topics. For surnames you do 
the same as above. If you get into Regional or Loca
tions, you'll have a choice of countries. Each of these 
will give you the choice to go into counties or regions 
within the country. 

I only know of one mail list, and that's at roots
web. com. This is also a free service. Here you will find 
they have 28,585 different genealogy mailing lists. 
When you go to the web site, pick from the top banner 
"Mailing Lists". The message board from here is the 
same as Ancestry. Rootsweb is now owned by An
cestry. After clicking on "Mailing Lists" you will have 
three choices: Surnames, USA, and International. If 
you choose a letter from the surnames, you go right to 
a screen with all the surnames for that letter. If you 
choose a state you have two choices, "General Inter
est" and "Countries." The countries are broken into 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

regions. Canada for example has 195 different lists, 
the United Kingdom has 50 and Ireland has 87. 

Once you make a choice of surname, state, or 
country you will go to a screen that is similar for them 
all, so if you can do one you can do any of them. I 
suggest you go to the bottom of the page, here you 
will find links to search the archives or to browse the 
archives. If you choose Browse the archives you will 
get a list of how many messages were sent each 
month of the last few years. This will give you an idea 
of how many messages to expect if you subscribe to 
this list. You can click on any month to see a list of the 
headers of the messages. Then click on one to see its 
full content. You could now go back and search the 
archives. You do this by choosing a year to search. 
Someone could do this every month or so and never 
subscribe to the list and still get the benefit of all the 
messages. 

To subscribe to a list, just click on the link that 
has Subscribe to ....... -L. This will bring up the mes-
sage already addressed. Just click "send" and you're 
a member of the list. If you want off the list just go 
back to this screen and click on the Unsubscribe 
from .. .. -L and you are off the list. A lot of people when 
they go on vacation for a week will unsubscribe and 
then rejoin when they come home. This keeps the mail 
box empty. The list I belong to that deals with my 
French-Canadian ancestry sends over a thousand 
messages a month, and some days it's over 1 00 mes
sages/e-mails. I met a man in Watertown who had 
been looking for a marriage for seven years. I took his 
info, sent a message to the message board and had 
his answer in half an hour. This list is very active, but 
remember you can test the water with the search and 
browse feature. 

BARN RAISING RECIPE 
(About 1 00 years old, from the days when 

barn raisings were very common) 
115 lemon pies 
500 fat cakes (doughnuts) 
15 large cakes 
3 gallons applesauce 
3 gallons rice pudding 
16 chickens 
3 hams 
3 gallons cornstarch 

pudding 
50 lb. roast beef 
300 light rolls 
16 loaves of bread 
Red beet pickles and pickled eggs 
Cucumber pickles 
6 lb. dried prunes, stewed 
1 large crock stewed raisins 
5 gal. Stone jar of white potatoes and equal amount 

sweet potatoes 
Enough for 195 hungry men. 
W. Thayer collection , Box 2175 Wenatchee, WA 
Obtained from Mrs. Bernice Green, Wenatchee, WA 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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After studying this map of Felts Mills, the editorial staff has come to 
the conclusion that the map is oriented with South being at the top of the 
page and North being at the bottom. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Index to 1855 Map ofFelts Mills (page 14) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

lnitial(s) Surname Map Villaqe-Rutland 1850 Census Occupation 
B.S.S. = BlackSmith Shop) Felts Mills 
G.M. = Grist Mill) Felts Mills 
S.M. = SawMill) Felts Mills 
S.M. = ICSaw Mill) Felts Mills 
S.M. = ICSaw Mill) Felts Mills 
S.H. = School House) Felts Mills 
Union Ch. Union Church) Felts Mills 

1. J.R.Howard's Store Felts Mills Merchant 
2. C. Wheelock's Store Felts Mills Merchant 
3. A.Savages Shop & Farmers Tool Facty. Felts Mills Carpenter 
14. Machine Shop Felts Mills 
5. C.Robert's Carriaqe Shop Felts Mills Wagon Maker 
Black River Felts Mills 

R.G. Brown Felts Mills Inn Keeper 
Brown's Hotel Felts Mills 

U.P. Carpenter Felts Mills 
Cemetery Gvd.(Gravevard) Felts Mills 
Chamberlain & Brown Felts Mills Painters 

H.W. Chapman Felts Mills 
L. Clark Felts Mills Cooper? 

Co bum Felts Mills Lumber Merchant 
M. Coburn's Res.(Residence) Felts Mills Lumber Merchant 
N. Connett (Connell in 1860) Felts Mills Grocer 

Cotton Factv. Felts Mills 
B. Crossett Felts Mills 
S.G.? Dixon ? Felts Mills 
Res.& Office Dr. French Felts Mills Physician 
J. Felt Felts Mills Farmer & Teacher (dad & son) 
O.A. Felt Felts Mills Lumber Merchant 
s. Felt Felts Mills Merchant 
G. Francis Felts Mills 
Dr. French Felts Mills Physician 
C.B. Gibson Felts Mills Carpenter 
J.R. Howards Felts Mills Merchant 
A. Jacobs Shop Felts Mills Shoemaker 
Dr. McTaden (McFadden?) Felts Mills Physician 
M.Cobum Mills & Lumber Yd. (Yard) Felts Mills Lumber Merchant 

Office (Coburn) Felts Mills 
E.G. Orson Felts Mills 
A. Perkins Felts Mills 
Mrs. Perkins Felts Mills 
G. Rawson (Rauson in 1850) Felts Mills Watch Maker ? 
J.H. Ridlon Felts Mills 
C. Roberts Felts Mills Waqon Maker 
C. Roberts Felts Mills Wagon Maker 
M. Roberts Felts Mills Mill Wright 
Wm Smith Felts Mills Shoemaker 
B. Tooken (Tooker in 1850) Felts Mills Sawyer 
O.A. Tooken (Tooker in 1850) Felts Mills Pum!)Maker 
O.A. Tooken (Tooker in 1850) Felts Mills Pump Maker 
Wm Usher Felts Mills Clothier 
0 . Wheelock Felts Mills Merchant 
J.B. Wheelock? Felts Mills 
C. Wrtt Felts Mills Weaver in 1860 
O.W. Felts Mills 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Interview 
with 

William Reichard 
Town of Rutland and 

Village of Black River Historian 

Informer. How long have you been historian here? 
Mr. Reichard: About two years for Rutland, and about 
three years for the Village of Black River. 
I'm also caretaker for the Black River Cemetery, and 
I'm putting together a listing of all the names of the 
cemetery. It's a big one. I'm listing all the names in 
each plot, and locating each grave in each plot. It's a 
big project, and I'm only as far as the letter E. The 
hard part is to locate the plots. In the old days, they 
used to leave a path between the rows of graves. 
Then as they ran out of room, they began using those 
paths for plots. 
Informer. It must be dffficult with all the vandalism. 
Mr. Reichard: The police keep a careful watch. We 
don't get much vandalism, and if a stone falls over or 
breaks, I'm right there next morning to fix it 
Black River was a very important place in Jefferson 
County years ago. It was first called Lockport, but the 
Post Office had them change the name, because there 
was another Lockport out near Buffalo. Then it be
came Black River. It was quite a community. North 
Rutland was agricultural; not many people lived there 
compared with South Rutland. The Black River fur
nished water power. They had two chair factories a 
marching band, a newspaper... ' 
Informer. What was the name of the paper? 
Mr. Reichard: First there was the Black River Herald 
and it was published in Croghan. ' 
Informer. That's Lewis County? 
Mr. Reichard: Right. They called it the Croghan News 
first. In 1889, it was bought out and published as the 
Black River Herald, until 1890. Next, in 1895 they 
started the Black River Press. In 1896 there was the 
Trades Unionist. From the chair factories. They 
made some of the outstanding chairs in the world. 
The H.C. Dexter Chair factory. That went through a lot 
of name changes, but it was all one family. The fac
tory stayed in the family, but they changed the name 
as it changed hands. 
Informer. Where could we find copies of those pa
pers? Microfilm? 
Mr. Reichard: Oh, I don't know. I think they are all 
gone. Disappeared. There was a lot going on here, 
though. They had the Riverside Oddfellows, and the 
Crescent Rebeckahs. 
Informer: Masons? 
Mr. Reichard: Yes, they had a Masonic Lodge, and 
the Bethany Order of Eastern Star. They had a bicy
cle club. 
Informer. Fire Department? 
~r. Reichard: Oh, yes, that was organized in 1890, 
nght after the disastrous fire that burned down the 

On the Web: bttp:J/rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

whol~ busines~ section of Black River. They had an 
Amencan Leg1on Post, and a USO, which later be
came the Pine Lodge for dinner and dancing. We had 
our own drug store. The druggist was W . H. Wheeler. 
They had a GAR, Grand Army of the Republic, you 
know, and a Women's Relief Corps. We had our own 
hospital. 
Informer. Where would those hospital records be? 
Mr. Reichard: I have no idea. Finding records of any 
kind is very difficult, and then people don't want you to 
have them. 
Informer. Churches? 
Mr. Reichard: The Methodist, right up at the comer. 
That split a while back, and became the Methodist and 
then St John's Episcopal, another church and another 
building. We have the Old Disciple, Baptist, St. Paul. 
and we had Camp Meetings, of course. Then there 
was the IBOPM 
Informer. What was that? 
Mr. Reichard: International Brotherhood of Paper 
Makers. They had a paper and sulphite mill. 
(He was reading some of the indexes to his note
books) 
W. Wilcox was our first undertaker, in 1849. And then 
the Bending Company. That was very important. 
They found a way to bend wood with steam and the 
bending company supplied bent wood all o~er. We 
had a milk plant 
Informer. How about your historical archives? Where 
do you keep them? 
Mr. Reichard: I don't believe in file folders. I keep 
notebooks, and I have them all here. The town has 
made a little room available to me, with a four drawer 
filing cabinet, not fire proof, of course, but a file cabi
net That was very recent. I haven't had a chance to 
put anything in it. 
Informer. Did you inherit a lot of material from the for
mer historians? 
Mr. Reichard: (Annoyed) No! I was given a small 
cardboar~ carton with a lot of loose clippings in it, and 
~hat was 1t . I have nothing original. Everything 1 have 
1s photocopied. And I keep everything in sheet protec
tors i~ notebooks. Seven notebooks, and they all 
have mdex t~bs . I try to keep everyth ing organized 
together. Th1s one on family history, for instance we 
don't have ~amily files, but I keep obituaries, weddi~gs, 
general art1cles on people, and each family has all of 
t~at together. An~ I copy things out of county histo
nes, and from the Internet, and put it all under the fam
ily. 
Informer. Did a railroad come through here? 
Mr. Reichard: (Looking through one of his notebooks) 
There was the Carthage, Watertown and Sackets Har
bor. In 1853 one went from Black River to Utica. 
Informer: Hotels? 
Mr. Reichard: We had the Arthur House Hotel, and 
the Carter House Hotel which was also known as the 
Palace Hotel, and the McCumber House. That one 
was on the site of the school on Remington St. just up 
at the comer. That big building was once a school. 
Now it's an apartment house. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Dear Aunty Jeff, 
My gg Grandfather was born in New York and moved 
to Jefferson County when he was very little. They 
lived in Henderson around 1802, so says the com
puter. William Petty was his father. We believe that 
John Petty from Philadelphia was his grandfather (no 
proof yet). What I was wondering was are there any 
land records for Henderson, Jefferson County NY 
around 1800-1830? If so, where are they kept? Any 
marriage records before 1830? Two of William's sons 
married in Jefferson County, Michael married Eliza
beth Avery and Abner married Sally Fillmore. They all 
stayed in Jefferson County until 1827/28 and then 
moved to Ashtabula County Ohio and then to Wiscon
sin. We do not know the name of William's wife. 
Were there any churches in Henderson in 1800? If so, 
where do they keep their records? We do not know if 
Mrs. Petty moved to Ohio or if she died in Henderson, 
Jefferson County, NY. Are there any records of men 
from Henderson, Jefferson County that served in the 
war of 1812? We know that John Petty/Pettey served 
as a seaman aboard the U. S. S. Constitution from 
July 1813-July 1815. It is believed that Joseph the 
oldest son of William and Michael the next son both 
were in the war of 1812 and they lived in Henderson, 
Jefferson County NY. If there are any records in Hen
derson, where do I find them? John Petty, Sr. was in 
the revolutionary war along with his oldest son Solo
mon. I believe he is buried in one of Jefferson County 
cemeteries. We saw it in 1990 when we were there on 
a visit. It must be somewhere in Philadelphia. I know 
that it is on a major highway. Is there anyone in Jeffer
son County who can help me find the stone and read 
what is on it? Thank you for all of your information. I 
hope to hear from you soon. -Lois Jane Pettey 

Dear Lois, 
Aunty Jeff likes these sorts of queries, with the known 
facts laid out and the questions specific. Jefferson 
County's principal research facility is the Flower Li
brary Genealogy Room. If you haven't inquired there, 
it should be your first step. Debbie Quick, at the His
torical Society of South Jefferson might also have 
some information for you. To your specific questions: 
All land records in New York State are kept at the 
county level. Thus, the county clerk at the County 
Buildings, Arsenal Street, Watertown NY 13601 would 
have the Henderson records, as well as all the others 
in Jefferson County. 

Marriage records, as the readers of this column know, 
are a sometime thing. New York State kept NO vital 
records until the 1880s, with a brief exception in 1847, 
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Letters may be sent snail mail: 
Aunty Jeff, c/o Dixon, 15407 Dixon Rd. , 

Clayton NY 13624 
or E-mail nandixon@Gisco.net 

1848, and 1849. Some information is available in the 
1850 census, but after that, nothing until the 1880s, 
and then not certain until after 1900. See the plaintive 
note in the November Informer as to the difficulties the 
registrar labored under. Again, Flower Library may be 
of some help with their Bible records collection. Other 
sources are Bible records, church records, obituaries, 
diaries, birthday books, and census records. 

As for church records (of course Henderson had 
churches!) they are not in any central repository. Eric 
Anderson, Town Historian for Henderson, may be able 
to help you there. Your questions may also be of in
terest to Gary Rhodes, who is compiling a history of 
the Town of Henderson, and may have access to 
some hidden records, or ones not of common knowl
edge. 

War of 1812 records have been compiled (at least 
some of them) and can be found at Flower Library. 
The volunteer staff there is extremely helpful, but can 
only answer queries if a stamped, self addressed en
velope is enclosed with the query. I believe Eric 
Anderson has some, if not all. 

Henderson records, such as they are, are kept by the 
Town Clerk, for official records. Eric Anderson, Town 
Historian, also has many old records. 

The Bartletts, and her father, Gus Rogers, read all the 
cemeteries they could find in about 17 of the 22 towns 
of Jefferson County. Most of them were published, 
and the Flower Library has a complete collection of the 
books. For the ones they did not publish, as well as 
updates for all, the Bartletts donated all material to the 
Jefferson County GenWebSite, at http:// 
www.rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer. Gus Rogers himself is 
always helpful from his own very complete files. You 
can reach him by email at res1 hh74@verizon.net 

Addresses for the people above: 
Eric Anderson: P.O. Box 40, Henderson NY 13650 

Debbie Quick: P.O. Box 55, Adams NY 13605 

Gary Rhodes: P.O. Box 220, Belleville NY 13611 

Flower Library: Genealogy Room, Flower Memorial 
Library, Washington St., Watertown NY 13601 

The November 2003 Informer, pages 14-17, has a 
complete listing of genealogical sources in Jefferson 
County. 

E-mail: J CNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Early History of 
The Village of Black River 

From The 1991 Centennial Calendar 

Since the village of Black River straddles the border 
between LeRay and Rutland, some of these events 
pertain to LeRay. 

1806 Lockport was the first name of the village. Sev
eral settlers came and Isaac and Harvey Cleveland 
built the first sawmill in the village. 

1810 The first school was erected at the foot of Wood
ward Hill. 

1815 Andrew Middleton and Christopher Poor started 
another sawmill below the village. 

1826 The first house on the Rutland side was built in 
1826 by Francis Butterfield. 

1828 Christopher Poor purchased 150 acres from 
Alexander LeRay, agent for the Chassanis tract and 
constructed a dam by the sawmill site. 

1829 Mr. Poor had the first home on the LeRay side, a 
log cabin, now the Brierton Apartments. 

1831 Frances Buttlerfield opened the first hotel 
(Rutland side) and with his three brothers as partners, 
started the first store, site of the "Quick Stop." 

1832 Mr. Poor and Mr. Butterfield, with other settlers 
sharing some of the costs, constructed the first bridge 
over Black River. Robert Van Schoick opened the first 
store on the LeRay side, near the 'Village Inn." 

1837 The site of the first post office was also at the 
"Quick Stop". Dr. Albert Parsons became the first 
postmaster. Black River became the new name. 

1839 David Dexter with A.N. Brittan, a chair maker 
from Athok, Massachusetts, started a chair factory in 
July and produced the first chairs in 1840. 

1842 Dexter's Chair Factory burned and Mr. Brittan 
moved to Theresa and opened his own shop. 

1848 After holding services since 1833 in a stone 
schoolhouse on the corner of West and Remington 
Streets, a church was built by the Methodists in the 
spring of 1848. This church still stands with extensive 
repairs, additions. A tower was added in 1884. 

1849 The Wilcox Coffin and Casket Works was 
erected on the land between the Post Office and the 
Village Offices. Mr. William S. Wilcox may have been 
the man how hired Josiah Johnson to build the 1835 
stone house, known later as the "Poor Mansion", and 
now owned by the Schuman family. Construction 
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started in 1845 for a flour mill, known as Lockport 
Mills, but wasn't completed until 1849. A plank road 
went thru Black River from Watertown to Great Bend. 

1871 On December 11, the Free Methodist Church 
Society was organized, the first trustees being John C. 
Kennedy, Josiah Johnson, and David Dexter. Mr. 
Kennedy transferred title of the stone house across 
from "Poor Mansion" to his son. The elder Kennedy is 
believed to have been the first owner and Mr. Johnson 
also was the builder. The home's construction date is 
around 1840. 

1872 A station stop, with a passenger depot and 
freight house, was part of the Carthage, Watertown & 
Sackets Harbor Railroad. 

1873 The Old Disciple Church was dedicated, now 
"Grieco's Garage." 

1888 The Jefferson Paper Mill was constructed on the 
large island called Poor's Island. It closed in 1928 and 
the ruins of the mill are still visible. 

1890 February 20, a disastrous fire burned out the 
"Poor Block" a three-story building with an opera 
house on the third floor); D.J. Scott and Son's block; 
the Arthur House (a hotel); Parkinson's store (before 
1881, a post office); Whipple and Hadsall's store; F.H. 
Dillenbeck's tin ship and hardware store; A.W. 
McDowell's store; George Graham's barber shop; the 
I.O.O.F. Hall and two dwellings. The Kennedy stone 
house was badly burned but was later restored. Hav
ing no fire department, Black River village immediately 
one later in the year, with a hand-drawn hose cart with 
the river being their water supply. A hospital was also 
opened. 

1891 The village was incorporated being located in 
LeRay and Rutland townships. 

1905 Electricity lines were installed in the village. 

1910 The Black River Waterworks was started and 
completed the next year. 

1912 B.C. Dexter Chair Company closed, the last of 
several chair factories in the village. 

1915 The first library was opened and was in the pre
sent Masonic Temple. 

1920 The Black River Canal was built, reducing the 
land between the Post Office and the bridge 

1970 A popular dining and dancing establishment, 
"Pine Lodge," burned. 

1991 August 16- 18, Village Centennial Celebration. 
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BLACK RIVER VILLAGE 
Some Interesting Facts About Men and Factories. 

(From a_ late 1800's Watertown Daily Standard) 
Black R1ver, one of Jefferson county's prettiest and 

most progressive villages is pleasantly situated on the 
river bearing its name and numbers about 1 000 in
habit~nts. On September 24, 1891, the inhabitants of 
the VIllage of Black River held a special election and 
by a. n:'ajority vote determined to incorporate under the 
prov~s1ons of the laws of 1870. According to a survey 
previously 

1

made by W. A. Lyttle, the area of village 
was 1,115 Y2 acres, of which 635% acres were taken 
from Rutland, 440 acres from Leray, while 40 acres 
were covered by waters of the river. The certificate of 
election was recorded in the county clerk's office, Sep
~ember 2~. and on the 23rd of October following the 
1ncorporat1on was made complete by the election of 
village officers. 

In 1806, Isaac and Harvey Clevland built a saw mill 
on the south side of the river, which was carried away 
by h1gh water the next year. A~out 1815 Christopher 
Poor and Andrew Middleton built a mill below the vil
lage but there were few evidences of a hamlet at that 
time. In 1~26 the fa~ilies in the vicinity were Thomas 
Scott, Benah and Ell Penniman, Francis Butterfield 
and perhaps one or two others. In that year Butterfield 
built the first framed house, and about 1831 the first 
hotel. The first bridge across the river wa~ built in 
1828 chiefly at the expense of Mr. Butterfield and Mr. 
Poor, both of whom were largely interested in lands in 
the vicinity, and who were among the most enterpris
ing men of their towns. The Butterfield brothers Levi 
Francis, William and Philander, opened their first star~ 
and gave the place the appearance of a settlement. 
These were the beginnings which led to the village on 
the south side. 

On the Leray side of the river Christopher Poor was 
one of the fir~t settlers in the locality, and bought from 
the Chassams proprietary a tract of 150 acres of land 
including water privileges, for the pioneer was at: 
tracted to the place by the superior mill sites. Mr. Poor 
had previously lived in Rutland and in 1829 removed 
to his ~ew purchase on the Leray side, and was one of 
the ch1ef factors in building up the hamlet, just as in 
more recent years his descendants have been instru
mental in bringing about a prosperous condition of af
f?irs in village life. In 1831 a dam was built across the 
nver and a saw mill was erected by Coburn & Hub
bard, who ran it about ten years and then sold it to W. 
K. Butterfield. _In 1836 the first grist mill was built by A. 
Horton, but th1s and the saw mill were burned about 
1843. In 1845 these were replaced with more sub
stantial buildings for the same use. The well known 
Lockport grist mill was begun in 1845 by Oliver A. Fer
guson, but was soon afterward taken by Matthew 
~oor, R. G. _v~ughn and Henry Chapman, who fin
IShed the bu1ldmg in 1849. The property afterwards 
passed through various hands and in 1890 was re
placed by the plant of the Black River Wood Pulp com
pany. This company was incorporated November 17 
1891, with $15,000 capital by Wooster 0. Ball, HenrY 
M. Ball! Kate L. Ball, Eunice D. Ball and Joseph Atwell , 
Jr. Th1s property afterward passed into the hands of 
H. Remington & Son Pulp and Paper Company and is 
now one of the substantial industries of the village. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

The company furnishes electric lights for the village. 
In 1832 Robert Van Shoick opened a store and 

began trade. Mr. Thurston succeeded to the business 
in 1848. The second store was started in 1852 by S. 
L. Matt, succeeded by Matthew Poor in 1866. In 1848 
Peter Poor built a planing mill, being the same after
ward owned by Andrew Poor. In 1860 Hinman & Mid
dle~on built a bc;>x factory and wood working shop 
wh1ch they occup1ed for a time. The building was used 
about a year sor:ne time during the sixties by D. Dexter 
& Son, after the1r plant on the Rutland side of the river 
had been burned. At a still later period, the building 
wa~ used as a place of meeting for the Free Methodist 
soc1ety, but eventually passed into the hands of D. H. 
Sea~ & Son. It is now occupied by the H. C. Dexter 
Cha1r Company. The company was established about 
1882 by Poor, Dexter & Co. The firm afterward be
cam~ Dexter & Scott and eventually H. C. Dexter 
Cha1r company, as now known. The works, running at 
full, employ about 50 men. 
. The_ Black River Bending Company was estab
lished m 1860 for the manufacture of bent chair stock 
a~d from the beginning has been a successful enter: 
pnse. In 1889 the company was incorporated with a 
capital of $20,000, and Matthew A. Poor, Clar~nce M. 
Woodward, Charles M. Wolie, Myron W. Scofield, 
Bryon N. Scott and Perrin V. Poor as principal stock
~olders . The company employs, when running full 
time, about 50 men. On the site of the Bending com
pany's works a machine shop was built by Isaac Howe 
about 1840. It was run by him several years, and after 
he went out the buildings were idle for a long time. 
They were t_hen sold to the Bending company, and 
were so rad1cally enlarged and remodeled as to en
tirely change in appearance. Where Thomas Childs & 
Son's sash and door factory stands formerly stood a 
similar industry started many years ago by Wolcott 
Brothers. 

The Empire Wood Pulp Company, whose large 
pla~t stands on the lower island, was incorporated 
Apnl 11 , 1888, with a capital of $15 000. This too is 
a leading indu~try i~ the village. On this site years ago 
stood a saw m1ll wh1ch was carried away by high water 
and was then replaced with Tamlin's sash and door 
factory. This was about 1875, but two years later it 
became Poor & Dexter's plant and later the pulp mill. 

. The ~efferson Paper company, whose plant occu
pies a s1~e on Poor's Island, was incorporated July 26, 
1887, w1th $20,000 capital, by William P. Herring, 
Frank H. Munson and James M. Hamlin. The purpose 
of the company was to manufacture lumber, wood 
pulp and paper. 

David D_exter was the pioneer of the chair industry 
at Black R1ver. He established the business in 1839 
on the Rutland side of the river and continued it until 
1865 when he took his son Everett A. Dexter as part
ner under the firm name of D. Dexter & Son. The 
plant of the company was enlarged and the business 
extended so th~t from 40 to 50 men were employed. It 
was thus contmued to the death of David Dexter in 
1880. Everett A. Dexter then took as partner his 
brother David E. Dexter and under the firm style of D. 
Dexter's Sons' the business was continued to 1893 
when Everett A. Dexter died: Since that time the plant 
has been operated by Dav1d E. Dexter as surviving 
partner. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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In The Business Center, Black River, NY 
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Available Back Issues of The 2004 INFORMER 
(Our thanks to fellow JCGS member Bonnie Borello 

for compiling the following information.) 

JANUARY 2004 
Academy St. School 61

h grade, 1930, picture 
Adams cousins on Pillar Point 
Available back issues of Informer, 2003 
Community name origins 
Funeral records of Rev. Stewart, 1870-1873, 

Presbyterian Church, Watertown 
Hoover family connection 
Town of Lorraine Cemeteries list & map 
Town of Lorraine 1855 map with index 
View of Jefferson County History 

MARCH 2004 
Jefferson County table of distances 
Littlefield family re-union, 1899 
Seymour brothers of Clayton, picture 
Teachers Training Classes of the past 
Town of Lyme Cemeteries list & map 
Town of Lyme 1855 map with index 

MAY2004 
Community name origins 
La Fargeville 1855 map and index 
Smith, Rachel Collins, 1789-1876, picture 
Smith, Rachel Collins story 
Town of Orleans Census, 1825 
Town of Orleans Cemeteries list & map 
Town of Orleans 1855 map with index 

JULY 2004 
The Anthony farm 
The Dollinger House & register, Redwood 
The Seven Bridges 
Town of Pamelia Cemeteries list & map 
Town of Pamelia 1855 map with index 
Winegar family, five generations, picture 
Winegar family story 

SEPTEMBER 2004 
Busier, Peter, biographical sketch 
Dexter Area Historical Society 
Dollinger House Register, Redwood 
Interview with Gwen Acheson, Town & 

Village historian of Philadelphia 
Martin, Calvin & Sophronia Coughlin, picture & story 
Report on Palantines to America Conference 
Sterlingville's busy days 
Town of Philadelphia Cemeteries list & map 
Town & Village of Philadelphia 1855 maps with index 
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NOVEMBER 2004 
Are your genealogical records prepared for a disaster? 
Cheever family letter, 1901 
Dexter Postmasters 1838-2003 
Dollinger House register, Redwood 
Early marriages in the Towns of Philadelphia 

and LeRay, 1810-1849 
Gravestone symbols 
Heath, Orrin, story of a Rodman business man 
Limerick Home Bureau 
Picture of young men & women from 

La Fargeville area ca early 1900's 
Pictures of buildings in early Rodman village 
Rodman, first settlers 
Rodman history 
Smith, Rufus & Frances, picture & family info 
Town of Rodman Cemeteries list & map 
Town & Village of Rodman 1855 maps with Index -·-
Back issues are $4 each including shipping. 
Make checks payable to JCNYGS and mail to 
Bill Dixon. 15407 Dixon Rd., Clayton, NY 13624 

EVANS (QUERIES CONT.) 
I am doing research on New Yorkers at the Alamo 
and was wondering if you had any information on 
Samuel B. Evans born January 16, 1812 in Jefferson 
County, New York. Fondest Regards, 
Allan r=oote 

WILLSON 

4 Cheriton Dr., Whitesboro, NY 13492 
(315) 736-4378 Oriskathy@aol.com 

I am looking for info on the Willson surname 1800--
1900 in the Jefferson & Erie Co. areas. I will happily 
share family sheets on my Abner Willson (1772-
1851) to anyone interested. He married twice and had 
several children. Do the Willsons in Jefferson Co. 
connect to the ones in Erie Co. NY ? Regards, 

Kenn Cunningham 
11131 John Fox Road, Hughson, CA 95326 

MATTY 
kenn. usa@bigvafley. net 

I am looking for information on the Matty family. I be
lieve Jacques Mettey (changed his name to James 
Matty in the U.S.) moved to Jefferson County from 
France in the early 1800's. They may have lived in 
Rutland or Adams. I also think he married Susanne 
Chamot. would appreciate any information. 

FOX 

Fred Kelly 
133 Lancelot Drive , Elmira, N.Y. 14903 

fkefly@stny.rr.com 

We are looking for a marriage record for Benjamin 
FOX & Mary (--). The date range would be 1835 to 
1840, & probably took place in Town of Leray. The 
1840 Census shows Benjamin with spouse & one 
male child under 5 years old. This would be their son 
Cornelius. We are most interested in Mary's maiden 
name. Hope one of your readers can help. We live in 
Niagara County, NY, and will happily do lookups here. 
Thanks, Peter Scarborough & Tonya Flanders 

4018 Lake Avenue, Lockport , NY 14094 
Wcfccoach 1 @aol.com 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Queries . . . . 
Send Queries to: Suzanne L Howard, POB 24, Chippewa Bay, NY 13623; LemmonMmme@hotmaii.com; SubJect lnfom1er 

SPAETH Co., NY. Any information on this family greatly appre-
1 have learned that my Great Great Grandparents im- ciated. Sandy Wallace 
migrated to Depauville, NY in 1867, with 3 children. P.O. Box 824 
They had more children born in America. I am looking Aptos, CA 95001 
for church information, death certificate or cemetery Sandyhwallace@sbcglobal.net 
location for Leonard & Kathrina Spaeth. Do you know STORY/HENDERSON 
of any one that is researching this surname in the Jef- I am trying to find the parents' names of Susannah 
ferson County area? Thank you very much for any Story, b 22 Nov 1805, in (I think) Watertown or Pame-
information you can provide. Jane Morris Raines lia, Jefferson, New York & Joseph P. Henderson, b 6 

2155 E. Norwood Street April 1791, Vermont). Susannah Story was first md to 
Mesa, Arizona 85213 Enos Phippen, slo Samuel Phippen, living in Water-

howdoi@cox.net town having migrated from Vermont. According to pen-
TIBBETS/SEWARD 
I am looking for the family of Almanson Tibbets (b. 
1797 Vermont) who married Martha Gridley Seward 
(b. 1812). They lived in Rodman, Jefferson County, 
NY between 1830 & 1880. Almanson died before 1870 
& Martha died after 1880. I am in particular looking to 
see if they had a son named Almanson or Alanson 
Tibbets born around 1820 (Martha would have had to 
be a second wife). Thank you. Gary Heffner 

3070 Skinner Mill Road 
Augusta, Georgia 30909 
gheffner2@comcast.net 

RULISONNANANTWERP/BIGGER 
Nelson J. Rulison 1802-1876 was my great-great 
grandfather. He married Sophia Van Antwerp August 
20, 1833. Harmon Rulison was my great-great-great 
grandfather & I have little information on him. He mar
ried Sarah Jones (1780-1861) in 1801. I have the 
Rulison Family Bible & I recently submitted that infor
mation to a Jefferson County Genealogical website. 
My family made many trips to Carthage during my 
growing years to visit my grandmother who was Har
riet Rulison (maiden name). She married William Big
ger & named her only child Rulison. My father was 
Rulison Garrett Bigger (born 1911) & he grew up in 
Carthage. He died Dec. 28, 1970. Perhaps some of 
your older subscribers may remember him. He was an 
only child. I would appreciate any contacts, informa
tion, or sources anyone could offer me & I thank you 
for responding. Jane Bigger Hail 

P. 0. Box 8688 
Incline Village, NV 89452 

jdhail@earthlink.net 
STORRING/STARRING/STORRIN 
I am interested in locating information on the Storring 
(Storing/Starring/Storrin) family who appears in the 
1820 & 1830 Jefferson County census records in 
LeRay. Robert Storring, I believe, may have been 
from Holland. His first wife was Rachel Blodoo, & he 
may have had a second wife named Nancy ?. Robert 
appears in the 1830 LeRay census with three sons 
under 15, & two daughters under 10. He is between 40 
& 50 years & his wife is between 30 and 40. He may 
have had a brother, Adam. He had several sons, two 
known sons are: John Storring, & Milo C. Storring. 
Benjamin Storring also appears & may be another 
son. The family later appears in Hermon, St. Lawrence 

On tbe Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

sion applications War of 1812 Laura Woodard was 
Joseph Henderson's first wife. Joseph was in the mili
tary hospital in Brownsville in 1814. There was a Jo
seph P. Henderson in the Federal Census of Browns
ville in 1830. One of the accounts in a pension applica
tion said Joseph P. Henderson married Susannah 
Story in Parmelia, St. Lawrence County [sic] in Nov 
1830 or 1831. Geo. Woodard, Justice of the Peace, 
officiated. Where could I look for a marriage record 
from 1830? Thank you. Claudia Day 

WHITE/THOMPSON 

1273 Suncrest Drive NE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525. 

My great grandfather was Ozias Preston White b Jef
ferson County, New York, 1817 or 1818. I know hem 
Sarah Thompson in LeGrange County, Indiana. 
March 22, 1840. By the 1850 census he is in Kosiusko 
County, Indiana (no mention of Sarah) with children 
John, Martha J., & William. Ozias then m Julia Ann 
Calkins in Indiana & on the 1860 census they are in 
Buchanan County, Iowa with the above three children 
plus Homer, Walter, Mary, and Sullivan. My grandfa
ther, Edward Fremont White, was b 1861, LaPorte, 
Iowa. Can not find Ozias anywhere on the 1870 cen
sus. On the 1880 census he is in Madison County, 
Iowa with at least his 3rd wife, Sarah Burnsides May
field, whom hem in Saline County, Missouri, August 
22, 1874. In Jefferson County, New York records I did 
find an Ozias Preston & wondered if this could be a 
maternal relative of my great grandfather as the name 
appears to be too much of a coincidence. Any help 
you can give me would be very much appreciated. 

DEWEY/LEWIS 

Patricia White Williams 
26397 Noyes Avenue 

Glenwood, Iowa 51534 
email- pat_williams37@msn.com 

I have a Carthage High School Class of 1915 an
nouncement (invitation) sent by Paul Dewey Lewis. It 
lists Mr. Lewis as class president. Information from 
the Dewey Genealogy indicates that Mr. Lewis, b 
1895, is the son of Althea Martha Dewey and George 
Ezra Lewis. He married Mary Cain in 1918 and Mrs. 
Gladys E. Welt in 1926. Please contact me if anyone 
in the Dewey or Lewis families or anyone who collects 
Carthage memorabilia would like this treasure. 

Pauline Zach 
686-3712 

(More Queries on Page 22) pinzach@aol.com. 
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Rex Ennis 
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Diana Horning 
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Mary Mcintosh 
P.O.Box244 
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(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
(will research August through March) 

P.O. Box220 
Belleville, NY 13611 
Rhodes@Gisco.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

INDEX 
To the records listed in 

Rev. Garand's Historical Sketch 
Of the Village of Clayton, NY 

And 
A Complete History of St. Mary's Parish 

This is an alphabetical listing of over 3000 
names and the pages where the baptismal, mar
riage and death records are located in Rev. Ga
rand's 1902 publication. Ideal for identifying sur
name spelling variations; brides and grooms listed 
separately. Send check or money order for $12 
(includes S&H) to Jefferson County Genealogical 
Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601. 

Meeting 
Notice! 

JCGS will not 
have meetings in 

the months of 
January & 

February 2005! 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
WATERTOWN, NY 

PERMITNO. 112 



JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

INFO 
Volume 12, Issue 2 Annual Dues $15.00 Canadian $19.00 March2005 

Chartes 
Benjamin 

Clark 
1848-

Chartotte 
Augusta 
Evans 

1846-1887 

John 
Sheley 

1842-1934 

Mordecai 
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Reed 

Babcock 
1832-1885 

Azariah 
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1835-1899 

See the credits for the above Theresa Pioneers on page 3 
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Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 
E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net Web site: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer{Jeffsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: 2nd Vice President Recording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Linda Malinich Robert VanBrocklin Jean Coyne Jerry Davis Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28 Kevin Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14625 
malinich!Qlattglobal.net 

15992 Foster Pk. Rd. 28808 NYS Rte 37 P.O. Box 275 909 Washington St. P. 0. Box 297 
Dexter, NY 13634 Evans Mills, NY 13637 Clayton, NY 13624 Watertown, NY 13601 Brownville, NY 
bolovb@usadatanet.net icovne@northnetorg maridavis@aol.corn chopkins@imcnetnet 13625 

The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.net editor; Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@imcnet.net, pub
lisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor
reUo@worldnet.att.net; Jean Coyne, jcovne@northnet.org; Jerry Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol Garnsey, cgamsey@Gisco.net Bob 
VanBrocklin, bolobh@usadatanet.net; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@.aol.com. Feel free to contact any of the above for suggestions or com
ments regarding this newsletter, published six times a year- January, March, May, July, September and November. A special Surnames 
issue has also been published in December. 

The attic/as in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County, If comments are in any way offen
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

The War of 1812 information the Henderson 
Historical Society has is photocopies of the member
ship applications for the NNY chapter of the Daughters 
of the War of 1812. The chapter disbanded about 6-7 
years ago, and the remaining members gave us their 
membership applications dating back at least 100 
years. In those applications, the women applying for 
membership had to document their familial connections 
to War of 1812 soldiers. Unfortunately, officials at the 
national organization of the Daughters of the War of 
1812 requested that the applications go to them, so we 
complied, but not after spending about $500 to get 
them all photocopied. I don't know if anyone else in 
Jefferson County has the same copies. 

I am compiling an index of names found in old 
town documents that were in 10 or so very disorgan
ized boxes. 11 think I've shown you those boxes. Orga
nizing and indexing them will be my life's work. At this 
point, I have organized the documents from 2 or 3 of 
those boxes, and I've started recording all the names 
on those documents. I'll hit my 2000th name this week 
-though that includes many instances of multiple refer
ences to the sarme person. 

Research requests can be directed to the Hen
derson Historical Society, P.O. Box 322, Henderson 
N.Y. 13650. There is no charge, but donations of cash 
and a copy of the results of the research are encour
aged. The society's museum is closed to the public for 
the winter due to the cost of heating it. lfll reopen in 
mid-May and be open Wednesdays from 1-3, and Sat
urdays from 9 to noon through early October. 

EliicAnderson Henderson Town Historian. 

©~efferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Address Changes 
Karen Ellsworth Lois Brown Combs 
P. 0. Box 192 Westland, Ml49289 
DeKalb Junction, Surnames: Brown, Fair-
NY 13630 banks, Streeter, & White 

Constance Cole 
Roseville, CA 95678 

Jan. Informer change for 
Carol G Geimberg should 
be for Carol G. Heimberg 

Jefferson County Historical Associations (Part 2) 
will be published in the May Informer. 

NYSCOGO - Genealogy at the Crossroads 
Hi Folks: 

I just wanted to stop by and let all of you know 
that we have a very nice full-page spread in the Jeffer
son County Informer thanks to our loyal cohorts Nan 
and Bill Dixon. 

Many thanks Nan and Bill on behalf of all of us. 
Just love that paper and the great articles that you 
share each month. 

Warmest regards - Diana 

William Asa Flint, 81, justice of the peace of the town 
of Adams the past 31 years, died at 3:50 p.m. Tues
day, June 20th, 1939 at his home on Honeyville Road, 
a short distance from Adams Center. He had been in 
failing health a year and confined to bed a month. Mr. 
Flint had lived on his farm since 1901 and for many 
years was an auctioneer as well as farmer and justice. 
Before moving there he had conducted a meat busi-
ness m Watertown for 20 years. (cont. page 3) 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 



March 2005 INFORMER Page3 

(cont. from page 2) 
The funeral was held Friday at 2 p.m. at the 

home with Rev. Ivan M. Cash of the First Day Baptist 
church officiating. Masonic rites were conducted at 
the grave. He was buried in the Union cemetery at 
Adams. 

Mr. Flint was born in Oneida County five miles 
north of Utica, Sept 28, 1857, son of Manasseh and 
Harriet Flint and descendant of New England colo
nists. When he was 16 years old he moved to South 
Rutland, where he married Miss Mina Jane (Jennie) 
Brooks, July 4, 1877. At that time Mr. Flint was a meat 
cutter at Copenhagen. William Flint had children 
Charles Elmer Flint and Pearl Flint. 
Addendum 

William A Flint's grandfather was Asa Flint 
Sr., born 1779 in Windham CT. Asa Sr. is the son of 
Benjamin Flint whose ancestry goes back to Thomas 
Flint of Wales whom settled in Salem, MA. in the 
1600s. Asa Flint Sr. eventually migrated from CT to 
Brookline, vr and lastly settled in Marcy, Oneida, NY 
on a large farm with his wife Sarah, son Manasseh 
and his wife Harriet Chapman of New Hartford, 
Oneida, NY. Manasseh and Harriet had 3 children, 
Nelson H. Flint, William Asa Flint and Sarah J. Flint. 

After Manasseh died in 1870, Harriet Chap
man Flint with children moved to Rutland, Jefferson, 
NY. She was re-married to a Washington Bucher, a 
shoe maker. Nelson Flint, born 1849, married Anna 
Lovell of Trenton, NY and they had a son, Fred Lovell 
Flint, born 1884 in Watertown, Jefferson, NY. Anna 
Flint died in 1885, then Nelson married Frances Ellen 
(Ella) Austin of Denmark, Lewis NY. Sarah Flint, born 
1851, married Charles Everett Crouch of Rutland, Jef
ferson, NY. They had children Everett, Grace and 
Gertrude. 

If you have any information on any of these 
people please emaillakelilly@aol.com. Thank you! 

Cover Portrait Credits 

Most of the Theresa pioneer portraits on the 
cover of this Informer have been taken from the 
"Jefferson County NY Pioneer Portraits Projecr and 
the web address is http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/ 
countyljefferson/ppp/ . The donors of the Theresa pio
neer portraits are: 

Clark: Darci at http://darcisplace.com 
Evans: Linda Ayukawa at layukawa@worldnet.att.net 
Sheley: Shirley Farone at twigs@bright.net 
Stotler: Susan Blowers at lorcwarren@earthlink.net 
Babcock: Wayne Rogers at stretch@bmts.com 
Walton: from "History of Jefferson County, New York" 

L. H. Everts & Co. 1878 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

December Meeting 

Vice President Bob VanBrocklin called the 
meeting to order with 6 people in attendance. The 
minutes were read and approved by motion of Hollis 
Dorr and seconded by Nan Dixon. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr reported a balance of 
$8,499.47. Bill Dixon moved to approve the report and 
Jean Coyne seconded. Passed. 

Corresponding Secretary Clancy Hopkins had 
left an oral report with Bill Dixon mentioning that there 
was very little activity in the last 2 months with only a 
letter with a query which was answered and one 
change of address. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Newsletter Commit
tee that the January issue is in publisher Clancy Hop
kins hands. Editor Nan Dixon mentioned that March 
Informer has begun. 

Publications Committee report by Jean Coyne 
mentioned that the Wills book is being done by Benja
min Publishing and will be 150 copies of 196 pages, 
5% by 8% perfect bound, with cover and inside maps 
for an estimated $1 ,423.50. Printing from the hard 
copy and not a disk, some of the margins will be very 
close to the page edges. Bill Dixon Moved: That the 
society proceed with the publication of the Wills 
book. Seconded by Nan Dixon. Passed. Jean 
mentioned that the work on the next book continues. 
After further discussion Jean Moved: That the 2 peo
ple who sent checks for the book over a year ago, 
be reimbursed and sent a complimentary copy of 
the 1 st Wills book. Seconded by Nan Dixon. 
Passed. The new price for the Will Book will be de
cided by the Will Book Committee at the first meeting 
of the Newsletter Committee in January as most are 
members of each committee. 

For the Resource Committee Nan Dixon men
tioned that an interview with the Village of Black River 
and Town of Rutland Historian has been put into the 
January Informer. 

Old Business: Bill Dixon reported for the 
Nominations Committee that Jean Coyne has been 
nominated for the newly created office of 2nd Vice 
President. Hollis Dorr Moved: Approval of the Nomi
nation of Jean Coyne as 2nd Vice President. Sec
onded by Nan Dixon. Passed. 

Hollis Dorr moved to adjourn with a second 
· from Bill Dixon. 

Even with the small attendance, those present 
had an enjoyable time talking and looking over geneal
ogy works by Nan Dixon and Bob VanBrocklin. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Antwerp Man Tells About 
Cutting Wood 

By the late Ernest G. Cook 
Theresa Town Historian, written circa 1930s- 1940s 

Reprinted in the July 7, 2004 T I Sun 

'When I was a young man operating my farm a 
couple of miles out of Antwerp, Gouverneur road, two 
men used to come over early each winter from Bear
town, near Oxbow, and offer to cut wood for me. Each 
year we would make the bargain, I would give them 
what they asked, which was 35 cents a cord. They 
would start in cutting, perfectly satisfied and con
tented, and I was equally so, and when people are 
contented they are happy, no matter what the price 
may be." 

It was William J. Rogers, Antwerp, retired farmer 
and 86 years old, who was recalling events of other 
days as we visited this morning at his home, Depot 
Street, Antwerp. Mr. Rogers, a member of one of the 
pioneer families of Antwerp, is still active, notwith
standing his advanced age, and has a mind that is 
keen and eyes that twinkle, as they relate interesting 
events. But going back to the wood cutters for just a 
moment. 

"Those two men," said Mr. Rogers. "were two of 
the best men with a saw I ever hired. They would walk 
over on a winter morning from their homes in Bear
town and expected, as they usually did, to cut and pile 
six cords of hard wood in a day. But there was once 
they got a surprise. I had a big hard maple, a mam
moth tree that was probably 40 feet high before there 
was a limb. They were anxious to cut that tree for it 
would make wood fast, they thought. Well, they did. 
But they were two surprised fellows. The trunk was so 
large that four cuts from off the tree would make a 
cord . The blocks were so large that the saw could not 
dry out the sawdust fast enough to make fast cutting. 
They got 22 cords of wood out of that one tree. I re
member. 

"It was never any trouble to sell the wood, for back 
in those days the mines were operating. I could take 
my wood over to one of the mines where the workers 
lived in shacks, and sell it quickly for $2. Business was 
brisk back in those days. 

"Yes. I remember the Sterling family, who were pio
neers in this town. Their farm and ours were not far 
apart and on the same road. One incident that always 
impressed me was the day they held the funeral of J. 
R. Sterling. I think it was in May, 1867, and I would be 
a boy of 10. It was to be a Masonic funeral and I was 
anxious to see what the service would be like. The 
Sterlings were prominent people, and everybody said 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

it would be a big funeral. Well, it was, I went down 
to the place, probably with my folks, and was 
thrilled to see coming up the road from Antwerp 
village, a long procession of Masons and at the 
head of the procession was the Antwerp band. 
They were playing a funeral march, as I recall. This 
procession of Masons, headed by the band, es
corted the body down for the funeral services in the 
village and thence to the cemetery. The band 
played some fine funeral marches, and boy-like, I 
thought .it great. But the thing that filled me with 
wonder was the fact that when they went from the 
cemetery the band was playing a good, brisk 
march, I couldn't see if they were sad before, how 
they could change their feelings so quickly. But I 
suppose it was the custom. 

"Sure, I remember when the Stone Church 
(Congregational) was built in this village. John Ellis 
came out to our farm to see what father would pay 
toward the building and as I recall $50 was consid
ered a high subscription. That was what father paid. 
I think. The church was built in 1873 and they got 
the stones for the building over towards Oxbow. 

"But, getting back to that wood-cutting for just 
a moment I paid 35 cents a cord for cutting and last 
winter the price for cutting was $2, if you could find 
someone to cut. 

"Yes, we are a pioneer family. My grandfather 
was John Rogers and he came up to this section 
from Hebron, Washington county in 1826, and took 
up land. I was interested in the story of the 
Eggleston family, for my grandfather, John, married 
Polly Eggleston, a daughter of this Asa Eggleston 
that you told about. My father was LeRoy, but we all 
called him Roy S. Rogers. He took up the land on 
the Gouverneur road and I think his deeds came 
direct from George Parish, the land owner of the 
north. Later I came in possession of the farm. 

"There are plenty of stories I could tell about 
the mines when they were in operation. I still think 
there is good ore to be found in those veins, if they 
had the machines to work it in a modem way. 

"Antwerp has changed, just as every other vil
lage has gone through its transformation. I served 
for seven years as patron of the Eastern Star chap
ter here in Antwerp and I served as master of the 
local grange for four years. I was born March 5, 
1857, and still enjoy getting out and doing some 
work in my garden and about the place. Only, now I 
seem to get tired much sooner than 40 years ago. 
Up on the farm father first built a log house, later a 
more modern one. That is the house we use there 
today. I hope the farm will remain in our family 
down through the coming years." 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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TOWN OF THERESA CHRONOLOGY 
Contributed by Gerald and Margaret Desormeau 

181 0-High Falls cleared 
1812- Named Theresa for James D. LeRay's daughter 
1817- Lots surveyed by Musgrove Evans for a village. 
---Anson Cheeseman settled here 
1819-Stage house built for LeRay at present site of Get
man House. 
---Jesse Doolittle settled. 
---Allen Cole settled, his daughter bom 6 May 1819; 
first birth in village. 
1820-Archibald Fisher arrived. 
---First school in Mrs. Castleman's home. She was 
teacher. 
---First store opened by Ebenezer Lull. 
1821- Stage house burned. 
---Wood school house built on Sand Hill 
1822--May 8, first post office established in Tlileresa. 
---First doctor, James Brooks settled. 
---American House built 
---Nathan Flower arrived and built a fulling mill; pur-
chased water rights from Azariah Walton. 
1823-First interment made in old cemetery 
1824-Brick tavern built by Archibald Fisher, replacing 
LeRay Stage house. Bricks manufactured by Benjamin Bar
nes, locally 
---Masonic Lodge formed 
1825-Presbyterian Church organized . . 
--John LaFarge house built by John Rotiers, one m1le 
out in dearing 
1833-Mormons arrived in Theresa 
1838-Union Church built combining Methodist and Presby
terian faiths 
1839-0am built for Anson Ranney at upper falls and saw 
mill erected on left bank of river. 
1840-Brooklyn side school built, called District# 7; present 
day town storage building. 
1841-April15, Town ofTheresa formed. . 
---Anson Ranney had lots surveyed on nver road by 
Jason Clark, now 208 Riverside Ave. 
1843-- Britton Chair Factory built 
1848--Episcopal Church built 
---Jan. 1, the Theresa Chronicle was published by Eliza 
Church Burt. 
1850--Methodist Church built on Commercial Street . 
1859--May 12, fire destroyed businesses on the north s1de 
of the river . 
---Also the wooden bridge by Nathan Flower's m1ll. 
1860- John Collis, partner of Nathan Flower, rebuilt mill as a 
clothing mill. 
---Methodist Church burned by children playing with 
matches. 
1862- New Methodist Church dedicated on comer of 
Church & River Street 
1863-Great flood caused havoc, carried away covered 
bridge in the village 
1866-Stone School built on Sand Hill 
1871-June 29, Theresa Village incorporated. 
1872- December 9, first train arrived in village, the U.BR, a 
division of R.W. & 0 Railroad. 
1880-April 20, Flower descendants had new brick Presby
terian Church constructed 
1882- ln October, GAR. Post# 306 est. by G.W. Flower 
1884-0akwood Cemetery established and laid out by sur
veyor Perrine 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/~nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

1886-W. Van Slyke 
1889-Brittan Chair Factory burned and not rebuilt. 
1890-Fire destroyed entire business section of village and 
several homes 
---Also Chapman Fishing Lure Manufacturing Co. 
Never replaced 
1892-July 27, Theresa Village Fire Department estab
lished. 
1896-Water service established in village 
1897- Sand Hill School became certified high school 
1901- Bell Telephone established service in Theresa 
1904-Catholic Church built 
1905-Women's organization of GAR. formed January 5; 
called Howland Circle. 
1906-Theresa Municipal Electric system established and 
power plant built 1 1/2 miles above village on Indian River .. 
????-Monument placed in middle of road by Howland Cir
cle of the GAR. honoring all soldiers and sailors of the na
tion. 
191 0-Camegie Free Library built 
1916- Main and Commercial Streets bricked. 
1923-May, kidnappers of Alexanderson boy caught down 
Indian River. 
????- Pagoda constructed on river bank by Bill Gorham 
1926-R.W.& 0 . train wreck on the flats 
---Bootleggers caught and shot transporting liquor to 
Elite Pari< upriver. 
1927-0ctober 27, Santway Park given as gift to residents 
ofvillage. . 
1929-Eiectric power dam built at lower falls and supplied 
half of village power. . . 
1938-Hoboken School built for junior and semor h1gh. 
1945-March 1, last issue of the Theresa Gleaner 
1957- High school moved to Indian River Central complex 
at Philadelphia 
1958-Presbyterian annex completed 
1961- May 2, last train ran through Theresa 
---New stand pipe constructed for water storage. . 
-----Substation for NYPA power constructed for serv1ce 
1970- March 22, Methodists joined with Presbyterian con-
gregation .. 
1971- 0ctober 11, Farmers Milling Company bUJid~ng 
burned 
1972-July 8, stone school on Sand Hill burned 
1977-January, fire destroyed Frederick Funeral Home and 
nearby businesses 
---Village and Town fire departments joined forces and 
built new fire hall 
1978- January, fire destroyed Vock block 
1987- Sewer system installed in the village. 
1992- November 8, new addition added to Presbyterian 
Church. 
1993-New bridge built by state on Bridge Street 
1994-New street, sidewalks and bridge on Mill Street by 
state 
1996-Post Office moved into the Wilcox Insurance office. 
1997-Steeple removed from unused Methodist Church. 
2000-Gilman Pari< dedicated. 
2002--New town barns constructed and town offices moved 
to old medical building on Riverside Drive. . 
2003-Dec. 7. fire of undetermined origin began 1n rear of 
142-146 Commercial Street and spread to the Getman 
House destroying both 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Index to 1855 Map ofTheresa Township (pages 6 & 7) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

Column 1 consists of initial, column 2 is surname or main entry, column 3 indicates location of residents on the map. 
By dividing the town map into 7 parts, Don uses the letters T, H, El, R. E2, S, A already on the map as locators. 

lnitial(s) !Surname Map letter- s. Bodman E1-South 
-North/ S. Bodman E1-South 

South L. Bowles R-South 
J.S. Boyer H-South 

B.S.= !(Blacksmith Shop) T-North Boyer's Est. T-South 
B.S.= [(Blacksmith Shop) H-South ~- Branaugh E1-North 
G.Yd. ''Grave Yard) H-South S. Branaugh T-South 
G.Yd. !(Grave Yard) E1-South S. Branaugh T-South 
P.O. ltPost Office) IT-North Britain 1-South 
Presb.Ch. riPresbvterian Church) E1-South Britain H-South 
S.M.= lrsaw Mill) IT-North G.J. Brown R-South 
S.M.= Saw Mill) H-South T. Brown R-South 
S.M.= Saw Mill) E1-North T. Brown E2-South 
S.M.= Saw Mill) R-North BUTTERFIELD LAKE S-North 
S.M.= Saw Mill) E2-North Caffurity ??? H-North 

S.M.= Saw Mill) ~-North ? Calvin R-North 

S.M.= Saw Mill) A-South C. Carietaf'!gh R-North 

S.H.= School House) rT -North IJ. Carpenter E2-North 

S.H.= School House) T-South J . Carri_gan E2-North 

S.H.= School House) H-South E. Carter IT-South 

S.H.= School House) H-South S. Carter IT-South 

S.H.= School House) E1-South Casller E1-North 

S.H.= School House) R-North R. c~ R-North 
Chapman S.H.= School Housel R-North D. E2-South 

J. Chase R-North S.H.= School House) R-North 
J. Chase E2-North S.H.= School House) R-North 
L. Chase S.H.= School House) R-South E1-South 
L. Chase E1-South S.H.= School House} R-South 
P. Chase R-North S.H.= ICSchool House) E2-North 
F. Chaufty IT-South S.H.= llSchool House) S-North 
J. &J. Chaumont E1-North 

Steam S.M. llSteam Saw Mill} T-South lA. Cheeseman E1-North A. !Adams T-North 
A. Cheeseman E1-South E. !Adams R-South A. Cheeseman R-South S. ~lbertson R-North C. Cheeseman E1-South 

J. ~lien T-South C. Cheeseman E2-South 
~lien J. R-South J. Cheeseman H-South 
Anthony H-South J. Cheeseman R-South 
Atwell & Hoyt R-North P. Cheeseman E1-South 
Augsbury D. T-North F. Christman T-South 

E. Baker R-North J. Chrysler E1-South 
J. Baldwin H-South E. Church E2-South w. Baldwin H-South J. Clark rT-South 
F. Ball R-North H. Clock H-South 
? Barnes R-North J. Clock E2-North 
H. Barnes E1-South A. Coie ??? H-North 
E. Barrett R-South J.W. Cole T-South 
J. Barrett E1-South J.C. Collis R-North 
L. Barrett H-South J. Connell T-South 
w. Barrett R-North A. Cook R-South 
K. Bartram R-North C. Cook E1-North 
J.S. Beardsley R-North L.J. Cook E1-North 
J.S. Beardsley E2-North N. Cook E1-North 
A. Bebbe T-South J. Coon H-South 
P. Bellanger R-South 0 . Coon H-South 
A. Benson R-North A. Coo..12.er H-South 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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1/1.. Cooper H-South S. Hildreth E1-South 
K. Cooper E1-North K. ??? Hilman ??? R-North 
A. Coo~ H-North s. Hinman T-South 

Cooper Shop T-South s. HodQe T-South 
Cooper Shop E1-South L. Hoover T-South 

A. Cooper's Tavern H-North R. Hoover T-South 
G.W. Cornwall E1-South R. Hoover T-South 
s. Cornwell H-South C. House E2-North 
S. Coswell T-South lA. Howland E1-North 
A. Countryman T-South A. Howland E2-North 
H. Countryman IT-South D. Hubbard T-South 
W.P. Crandall E1-North G.W. Humphrey R-South 
A. Cronkhite R-North G.W. Humphrey R-South 

CRYSTAL LAKE E2-North G.C. HunQerford E1-South 
D. Curban R-South H. Hunter H-North 
C. Curtis A-North J. Hunter H-North 
P. Curtis E1-North H. Huntley R-North 

Davis T-South HYDE LAKE E1-North 
Doc't. J.O. Davison H-North INDIAN RIVER R-North 
J. Denney? E2-North W. lrven T-North 
J. Dillen back T-South Jared S-North 
T. Do !Ienger R-North B. Jolly R-North 
lA. Doolittle E1-South lA. Kelsey R-South 
J.S. Doolittle E1-South D. Kelsey T-South 
J.W. Down E1-North D. Kelsey H-South 
w. Drake H-South J. Kelsey H-South 
A. Dresser H-South T. Kenyon R-North 
W.M. Dresser T-South LAKE OF THE WOODS A-North 
e.G. Eddy H-South c. Latrop R-North 
A. Ely H-South W. Lock E1-North 
C. Evans H-South I. Lyman T-South 
G. Evans H-South I. Lyman T-South 
R. Evans H-South I. Lyman T-South 
S. Fairbanks E1-South I. Lyman T-South 
J. Fayel H-South R. Lyons T-South 
A. Fisher E1-South lA. Mallett H-North 
H. Fisher E1-South w. Mantoni T-South 
P. Flaherty T-South J.F. Martin E1-South 
A. Flowers R-South J.F. Martin E1 -South 
M. Force lA-South S. Mathews E1-North 
A. Ford IT-South S. McDonald R-South 
A. Ford H-South J. Miller T-South 
J. Francisco H-North J. Miller H-North 
A. Frost H-North J. Miller R-South 
c. Fults R-South MILLSITE LAKE E2-North 
~. &G. Fults T-North MOON LAKE E2-South 

Furnace S-North J. Morgan R-North 
L.J. Goodale A-North MUSCALOUNGE LAKE S-South 
w. Goss H-North J. Nichols E2-North 

GRASS LAKE A-North Ogdensburgh Clayton RXR H-North 
R. Grav E2-North J. Ostrander H-North 
Doc't Gregory E1-South P.H. Paddock E1-South 
J. Grey T-North PadQett E2-North 
w. Hall T-North A. Pati(er H-North 
H. Hanah R-North C. Pati(er T-North 
C./G. ? Hardy H-North H. Pati(er T-North 
J. Hemstreat E1-North H. Pati(er T-North 
E. Herrick E2-North J. Pati(er E1-South 
? Hicks R-North J. Pati(er E1-South 
J. Hicks R-North A. Pati(hurst E1-South 
E. HiQQins E1-South Pati(hurst T-North 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/~nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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J. Pearce H-South C. Soraaue E2-North 
J. Peck R-North Stattler E1-North 
Mrs. M. Perkins R-South L. Steames E1 -South 
0./G.? Perkins R-South N. Stephenson H-North 
J. Petrie T-South H. Still T-North 
E. Phelps H-North R. Still T-North 
K. Phelps H-North L. Stone R-South 
J. Phillips A-North S. Stratton T-South 
J. Phillips E1-North S. Strouah T-North 
J. Phillips Jr. E1-North 

~-South L. Pierce R-North P.S. Suddy (Sawdy in 1850 Census) 

R. Pierce R-North C. Swan R-North 
S. Pierce E1-North Capt W.J. Symonds E2-North 

Pierce T-South THERESA E1 -South 
P. Piper E2-North Thersea Deoot H-North 

PLANK ROAD H-North Toll Gate IT-South 
N. Plato E1-North Toll Gate H-North 

Plessis Depet E1-North IToll !:late E1-North 
H. Plimpton H-North E. !Townsend R-North 
H. Pool R-South w. Towsley S-South 
Z. Pool E2-South 

Powell ??? E2-North Rev'd.C.W. Treadwell H-North 

H. Putman R-South B. ffVter R-South 
H. Putman R-South J. VanTussell E2-North 
I. Putman E1 -North C. VanWormer IT-South 
A. Ransom ??? E1-North J. Waaner T-South 
J. Rap pot T-North Mrs. Waaner E2-North 

RED LAKE E2-South G. Wakefield H-North 
Redwood Iron Comoanv S-North T. Wakefield T-North 

A. Ritter T-South C. Wallradt H-South 
A. Ritter T-South G. Wallradt H-South 
C. Rives R-North M. Walter T-North 
T. Robinson T-South M. Walter H-North 
S. Rogers A-North B. Warden S-South 
w. Rogers A-North D. Warden E2-South 

Rovers E1-North Welch H-North w. Russell R-North S. West R-North 
R. Salisbury E1-North L. West R-North 
St. Scott E1-North WEST THERESA T-North 
D. Seaber H-South lAW. Weston R-North 
H. Seeber H-North A. Wheeler E1-North 
W.H. Seeber H-South S. Wilcox E1-South 
W.B. Sheldon E1 -North A. Williams R-North 
W.B. Sheldon's Tavern E1-North C. IWllson E1-North 
F. Sherman A-North H. Wood T-South 

Shop R-South T. Wood E1-North 
A. Shurtleff H-South 

J. Wood T-South 
B. Simons S-South C. Woodruff H-North 

E2-North SIXBERY LAKE 
G. Woodruff T-South T-South A. Smith G. Woodruff H-South 

E1-South J. Smith 
G. Woodruff H-South E1-South J. Smith 
J. IVVorslev R-South Snell T-North A. 
S. WVriaht S-North C. Snell T-North 
N.D. ~ost T-North F. Snell T-South 
N. Young T-South G. Snell E1-South 
S. IYouna T-South G. Snell E1-South 

Zeller H-South J. Snell T-North H. 
N. !teller R-South H. Soper H-North 

lzoller P. Soper H-North C. T-North 
C. Spalding E1-South J. !Zoller H-North 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-maiJ: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Town of Theresa 
Cemeteries 

An abandoned ceme
tery is one which no longer 
accepts burials, and which is 
under the protection of the 
town. A destroyed cemetery is 
one from which all markers 
have been removed, all re
cords lost, and is known as a 
general location only. We have 
used CR to indicate a county 
road number. An asterisk (*) 
denotes an inactive cemetery. 
All phone numbers are area 
code 315. 

1. Oakwood Cemetery. 
Theresa Village. Contact 
John Rajner 628-5522 

2 *Still Cemetery. Stills Cor
ners on Dano Road. Con
tact Town of Theresa 628-
5046 

3 *Kelsey's Bridge Ceme
tery. Contact Town of 
Theresa 628-5046 

4 *Adams Farm Cemetery. 
Contact Town of Theresa 
628-5046 

5 *Chaufty's Cemetery. 
Contact Town of Theresa 
628-5046 

6 *Old Theresa Cemetery. 
Contact Town of Theresa 
628-5046 

7 *Shurtleff Cemetery. 
Contact Town of Theresa 
628-5046 

8 *Golby Cemetery. Golby 
Corners near Hart Flats 
Road. Contact Town of 
Theresa 628-5046 

9 *Shimmel Cemetery. 
Listed as south west cor
ner of Theresa Township. 
Another reference lists 
Shimmel Cemetery the 
same as New Boston 
Cemetery in the Town of 
LeRay and is also known 
as Drake Cemetery. 
Contact Town of Theresa 
628-5046 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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From an Ernest Cook church newsletter he sent regularly to the members of the Theresa Methodist Church 

Clhurllstm<ak§ 
~~~~ 

At the stores of 

A. T. SMITH 
Theresa, N. Y. 

Philadelphia, N. Y. 
Our stock is all in and we feel sure that 

some of our many attractions will prove to be 
the very thing for the person you wish to 

Ebony With Sterling Silver 
Mountings 

make happy on Christmas day. It is only Toilet sets, Comb, Brush, and Mirror, $1.50 
necessary to look over our stock in order to to $3 .00, Brush and Comb, $1.00 and $1.50, 
find a handsome and appropriate gift for Hair brush, .50 up. Hat Brush, .50, Tooth and 
persons of any age, size, sex, or condition. Nail Brushes .. 25, Military Brushes, $1.50, 
We not only show a great variety but we Mirrors, .25 up. These goods will be very 
show a great variety for a great variety of popular this year, as they were last. 
persons. Therefore we feel warranted in 
stating that our assortment contains every
thing that the gift maker can possibly desire; 
regarding prices we can say that you will find 
them to your satisfaction. 

There is nothing nicer or more popular 
than sterling silver. We have it in a great 
variety of articles. Teaspoons, .75 and $1.00. 
After-dinner Coffees, .50. Dessert, $2.00, 
Baby spoons, Thimbles, .35. Call Bells, 
Match Boxes, $1.00. Salts and Peppers, .25. 
Bracelets, Baby hair brush and comb, Meat 
and Salad Forks, $1.25 and $2.00, Sugar 
shells, Suspender, $2.50, Garter, Seals, etc. 

Souvenir Teaspoons 
with your residence or any building you may 
designate engraved in gold lined bowl, $1.00 
and $1.50 each. We have in stock spoons 
with following engravings: Methodist, Epis
copal. and Presbyterian churches, also the 
lower falls and buildings on Indian river in 
Theresa We engrave a single spoon at prices 
quoted above. Souvenir paper knives, .50 
and .75 with Theresa etched on blade or High 
School building. Souvenir Book Marks of 
Theresa, .25. ____ _ 

Silver Plated Ware 
In Rogers 1847, Rogers and Hamilton, or 
Forbs. 

. . . Tea sets, Cake, Salad, Berry, Pickle and 
Bake Dishes, Cups and Saucers. Shavmg 
cups. Knives and Forks. Tea, $3.00. Table, 
$5.00. and Dessert Spoons, J $4.50 dozen. 
Water Sets, $10.00. Large Berry and Salad 
Spoons, $1.50 and $2.00. Cold Meat and 
Salad Forks, $1.00 to $1.50. Pie Knives, 
Butter Knives, $1.00, Fruit Knives, $1.50 and 
$2.00 a set, each in satin lined box. All our 
spoons have an extra plating on parts most 
exposed to wear. A lot of pretty silver and 
glass dishes at .25 and .50. 

Medallions in Photo-Colors 
and Platinotypes 

These handsome works of art are becom
ing more popular each year; last year our 
mends were kind enough to praise our selec
tions; this year we have a greater variety, 
many of the subjects being entirely new; our 
prices are .25, .50, .75, $1.00 and $1.50. 16 
by 20 inches pictures mounted on heavy card 
board .I 0 and .15. Photographs 5 by 7 inches 
in variety subjects on black steel easel, .01. 
Photo picture suitable for Sunday school 
class, .03 and .05. 

Books, Bibles, etc. 
Life of William McKinley, over 500 

pages, $1.00. Illustrations, sold by agents at 
$1.50, our price $1.00. Handsomely bound 
gift books, .25. Christmas Cards and Book
lets. Teacher's Bible, $1.00, $1.50 and 
$2.00. 

Toys and Games 
Crokonal Boards, .I 0; Steam Loco

motives that runs, $1.00~ iron trains, .50. 
Rocking Horse .50 and ::~>1.00. Drums, .25 
up. Dons, .10, .15, .25, .50, $1.00. Pocket 
Knives in twenty different styles blades of 
best steel one pnce, only .25. 

Kodaks and Cameras 
$1.00, $2.50, $3.50 and up. Also supplies 
for the same . 

We take orders for all kinds of steel or 
copper engraved work at lowest prices. 
Calling cards 100 cards and plate engraved 
in script, $1.75. Business Cards, Wedding 
Announcement, Invitation, Monograms etc. 
Would be pleased to show samples and 
quote price. 

We have a new line of Hurlbut's fine 
stationery in tints, cream or white at .25 per 
box. We have the best JOe box on the mar
ket in note or child's size; also a bargain at 

©Jefferson County New Y ork..Genealogy Society _ 

calling cards .15 cents. Sealing wax in 

several colo::..:rs:..:... :::-:--:---
Jewelry, Watches and Clocks 

Ladies' or Gents' gold filled case, warranted to 
wear twenty years with Waltham or Elgin 
movement for $15. Solid Gold Watches. 
$20.00 and $25.00. Ladies' Silver Chatelaine 
Watch, $5.00. Mens' Silver Watches. $1.00. 
$3.50, $5.00 and up. $7.00 buys a heavy nickel 
with Waltham or Elgin movement. Ladies' 
long watch chain, $2.00 up. Heavy gold band 
rings. $2.00. Rings set with all kinds of stones, 
Child's solid gold rings, .75. All jewelry and 
silver ware engraved free of charge. You will 
find our stock of Jewelry complete and prices 
lowest to be found any where. All goods guar
anteed to be as represented or your money will 
be refunded. We will give lower prices on 
watches than those quoted by city mail order 
houses. By purchasing at home you not only 
save money but if your purchase is not satis
factory you have the privilege of exchanging 
for other goods at any time. We have a hand
some line of Iron and Porcelain Clocks in red, 
white, or black from $1.25 up. Eight day, oak, 
or walnut clock 22 inches high, $2.75, with 
alarm, $3.00. Handsome large black and gold 
clocks. $3.75, $5.00, and $6.50. Nickel alarm. 
$1.00. Repeater Alarm. $1.50 and $2.00. 

Cream of Almond and Rose, 
an elegant preparation for the skin. will make it 
smooth. soft and white. 
Handsome package twice the regular .25 cent 
size. 

Tooth Powder, 
large bottle, gold sprinkler, will preserve and 
whiten the teeth. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Computer Corner 
Some sites to check out.: 

W. David Samuelsen is a Rootsweb volunteer, who 
also has a business called SAMPUBCO which pro
vides wills for a fee. With encouragement by SAM
PUBCO the will transcriptions have been added to The 
USGenWeb Archives for New York & Pennsylvania. 
Under "Recent Uploads" at http:// 
www.sampubco.com/wills/recentupload.htm you might 
be able to find one you are looking for. 

Bob Sullivan, state coordinator for New York State 
GenWeb, has sent us this information. 
The online version of Hudson-Mohawk Genealogical 
and Family Memoirs [a compilation of genealogies 
from that area] has now been updated with another 
330-odd pages from the second and third volumes. 
While this is not the Jefferson County area, so many of 
our ancestors migrated here from that region that the 
Informer <http://www.schenectadyhistory.org/families/ 
hmgfm/> feels this is a valuable site for our readers. 
With almost 60% of the set completed, you may 
search more than 700 family entries from Albany, Co
lumbia, Fulton, Green, Montgomery, Rensselaer, 
Saratoga, Schenectady and Washington Counties. 
Indexes for those counties and Schoharie and Warren 
are included. 
The series also has many references to other areas of 
New York and New England, so a search for Ovid or 
Herkimer or Chenango will tum up some relevant info. 
Hope there is something useful in there for you! 

The Jefferson County GenWebSite has added the 
1918 Farm Directory recently with lots of help from 
volunteer Ellie Flint. The book was made available to 
us by recent speaker, Marguerite Rainieri of the North
ern New York Agricultural Museum. Member Jon Hol
combe has just finished (January) scanning the maps 
that accompanied the names of nearly all the farmers 
in Jefferson County. The information in this Directory 
is arranged as follows: 
1. Last name of individual followed by first name and 
second name initial (if there is a second initial.) 
2. Wife's name (if married) in parentheses. 
3. The number of children living at home. 
4. Name of individual's farm, if it has a name. 
5. The individual's business or occupation. 
6. The chief crop or specialty. (Example, grain, poul
try, apples or potatoes, means that these are the spe
cialties of the individuals to whom they refer.) 
7. The crop or specialty the individual has for sale. 
(Example, s fruit means has fruit to sell.) 
8. Refers to the property on which individual has resi
dence, 0 (figure a) designates number of acres in 
farm owned. 0 H&L means owns house and lot. R 
(figure a) designates number of acres in farm for which 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

money rent is paid. R H&L means rents house and 
lot. WOS (figure a) designates number of acres 
worked on shares. 
9. The number of the rural delivery route or street ad
dress and postoffice from which mail is received. 
1 0. The name of the township in which individual 
lives. 
11. Telephone indicated by the letter T. [Remember 
that the phone was not as ubiquitous as it is now.] 
12. "H" figures designates the highway on which indi
vidual has residence (see map). 
http://www.rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/1918exp. htm 

The History of Theresa 
Edited by Ronald E. Sinclair 

1980, Volll1981 

Bound as one. 220 pages, maps, photos. Additions 
and corrections to 1980 publication, no index. Price, 
$20.00. Available from Theresa Village Office, Munici
ple office, P. 0. Box 299, Theresa NY 13691. Also 
available from the Theresa Free Library, Main and 
Pine Streets, Theresa. 

The 1980 volume is divided into 13 chapters, taking up 
such topics as physical and historical geology, earliest 
habitation, early settlement, people, churches, 
schools, organizations, government, serving the na
tion, folklore. All these subjects are adequately cov
ered, but the fun part of the book is the pictures. Old 
photographs collected by the dozens illustrate nearly 
every page, and every phase of the history. Maps and 
charts, clear and well done, add to its value. 

The 1983 volume merely expands and adds to the 
1980 section. Chapter one is an essay on the develop
ment of water power and industry by Aziel LaFave, a 
prominent Theresan, a land surveyor with intimate 
knowledge of the property of the town. Lavishly illus
trated by picture postcards of the bygone era, it is also 
footnoted and documented. The chapter ends with a 
listing of the Theresa business directory of 1864, in 
rhyme. 

Ernest G. Cook, whose local history articles have been 
used in previous editions of the Informer, presented 
'When Mrs. Baumert Saved the Day," and a reprint of 
the earliest history of Theresa from Hough's Jefferson 
County History. Many landmarks have been destroyed 
by fire. Theresa seems to have had more than its 
share of fires, burning the town records more than 
once. Some of these old buildings are recaptured in 
the photographs of the day. 

Theresa, with its many lakes, has been a tourist area 
for years. Another chapter deals with this phase of 
history. Winnifred Busler, one time town historian, 
wrote the chapter on German immigration of the 1830s 
and 1840s, mentioning many German names still ex
tant in the township. The section on the pioneer 
women of Theresa reads like a series of adventure 
stories. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Theresa In Retrospect 

Jbseph Fayel came 
to Theresa as a young boy 
in 1833. Writing for the Jef
ferson County Centennial 
History in 1905, Mr. Fayel, 
one of Theresa's most 
prosperous and prominent 
citizens, had this to say: 

Theresa fifty years 
ago was a prosperous and 
thrifty village. It contained 
2 grist mills with 9 run of 
stone; 3 saw mills; 2 foun
dries and machine shops; 1 
woolen mill with 300 spin
dles and carding machine; 
1 plaster mill; 3 lath and 
shingle mills; 2 carriage 
shops; 2 cabinet shops; 1 
chair factory; 6 shoe shops; 

, 1 marble shop; 1 tannery; 4 
blacksmith shops; 2 tailor 
shops; 2 harness shops; 1 
goldsmith; 1 fish tackle 
manufactory; 2 taverns; 4 
dry goods stores; 1 grocer
ies; 2 pot and pearl asher
ies. 

In all of these de
partments, over 200 work
men were employed, many 
of them possessing their 
own homes, which are now 
occupied mostly by retired 
farmers. Today, for the 

•. ..._;y..:'-:.:_,.. -~:::;...~~~-"', :- want of a few enterprising 
~ business men, the village 

. ~ - with its departed glory can 
~· 

. . ~ be ranked among the 
-r~ •"" ' ·-$.;::;.·"" r ~- .. drowsy villages of Jefferson 
? ~ · · ~ County :::: ·~. ;.. ~· ~ . .. .... ,; :~. ~ 
~ s .. " 1,~ ~ 

~ ~ · ~ ..... ......_ .... 
~-~' '~ ";"<•-::.( ....... ,.,!:0~ :0. ~~:~~~,~~ ~~ 

<::' ~ ••• ., ........ ,,~. ~ 
.....;.~,,~~ ~ . ,~ , .. ~·~ 
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Index to 1855 Map of Theresa Village (page 14) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

lnitial(s) Surname Gent. A Fisher Pine St. 
Mrs. Flower C. Pool 

Presb.Ch (Presbyterian Church) Mrs. Flower C. Pool 

S.M.= tSaw Mill) Flower S.S. Porter 

Alexandria Rd. G.P. Fox Porter 

Atwell & Hovt Store Gale Porter 
Dr. Babcock Jno. George W.P. Proser 

~. Baker S.E. George C.E. Prosser 
D. Bangs Esq. Mrs. Gibbs Quarry St. 
B. Barnes S. Gibbs Land A Ranney 
B. Barnes W.T. Goodenough A. Ranney Store 

Bennetts Hotel S.O. Gregory A Rawson 
Kelsey Black S.O. Gregory A.B. Richardson 

Brick Yard Gregory & Co. Mills 
River St. 

Brick Yard Jno. A Haddock 
Road to Philadelphia 

J. Hall Brition (Brittain in 1850 J.P. Robinson AN. 
census) Hall 

S. Rodman 
Hall Brooklyn St. P.H. Ryther 

S.T. Brooks L. Hamahs M.D. 
P.H. Ryther S. Hildredths Land P. Brown 
A.P. Salsbury 

Holden house P.O. Bullard 
P.O. Bullard L.C. Hungerford SchoolHouse 

Bullard & Walradt Hungerford D. Shelley 
Miss Shurfley 

D. Burr Hungerford 
J.D. Simmonds D. Burr J. Kelly's Land 

D. Burr Kinner P.S. Skinner 

D. Burr Mrs. Knap D. Spalsbury 

A. Canney's Mill E.W. Lewis Esq. R.M. Spalsbury 

Dr.J.B. Carpenter R.W. Lewis Esq. Spalsburv 

C.C. Chadwick N.W. Lull E.S. Stockwell 

W.O. Chapman Main St. Mrs. Stone 

F. Cheeseman A Manson Telegraph Building 

J.C. Collis Meth. Church J. Thompson 

Commercial St. J. Moak Tompkins 

J. Comstock J.D. Moak W. Townsend 

N. Cooper Jno. MoakShop W. Townsend 

G.W. Cornwall SA Morrow F. Tozer 

G.W. Cornwall M. Myers Rev. 
Treadwell 

G.W. Cornwall Ld. (Land) M. Myers G.W. 

Mrs. Cushman J. Owen C.G. Twin_g 

Dr. J.D. Davison F. Parker W. Mill St. 

G. Dennisson F. Parker A.M. Walradt 

Wm. Dresser F. Parkers Land A.M. Walradt 

G. Dresser Parkhurst Walradt 

Wm. Dresser's C. Shop Parsonage H. S.S. Ward 
Episcopal Church Pearl St. Wilsons Furnace 
Exchange Block Pierce J. Wood 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Jefferson County, NY Will Abstracts 1830-1850 
Book Now Available 

Article by Jean Coyne, 2nd Vice President JCNYGS 

Nearly four years ago, a group of JCNYGS members met at the Surrogate' s Office in Watertown to dis
cuss the possibility of abstracting the contents of early Jefferson County wills before they were put on microfilm 
and the books placed out of public reach. It was decided to compile abstracts for all of the earliest wills and pub
lish them in book form. 

The meeting produced a list of the information that should be included in each abstract: the volume num
ber and page number of the will; the deceased's name and address; the date of will; the date of probate; the peti
tioner' s and executor' s names and relationship to the deceased; heirs' names, relationships, and addresses when
ever available; other names mentioned in the will; miscellaneous information which did not fit any of the desig
nated categories. 

Volunteers from that original group (Bill Dixon, Nan Dixon, Beverly Galaydick, Clancy Hopkins, Jean 
Coyne, Dan Grant, Sue Grant, Pauline Zach, Jon Holcombe, Phyllis Putnam, Hollis Dorr, and Suzy Howard) be
gan reading and abstracting information from the wills. Doris Monterey joined us as a transcriber. The first 5 will 
books, letters A through E, were completed two years later. Then, we began to put all of the information into a 
format for publication. After over a year, our first typist ceased communicating with us. So, we turned the mate
rials over to Suzie Howard who managed to get all of the typing and initial formatting done in an amazingly short 
time. Pauline Zach and I went back to the original wills to recheck the accuracy of the typed work. Tracy Robert
son did the fmal formatting for print. 

Our intention was to publish a hard cover volume, but many difficulties arose at this point, and another 
year passed without publication. However, in the fall of 2004, determined efforts by Linda Malinich and others 
produced the impetus needed to get this material into publication. Benjamin Printing, located in Watertown, did a 
wonderful job working on this book and printing from a paper copy. A perfect bound cover was chosen over a 
hard cover as a time-saving and cost-saving measure. The cover design by Franklin Espinal, Jr. was adjusted by 
Jerry Davis to meet the printer' s specifications. Finally, in December of2004 all materials were turned over to the 
printer, and in early January, 2005 Jefferson County, NY Will Abstracts 1830-1850 was ready for sale. 

Jefferson County, NY Will Abstracts 1830-1850 consists of 194 pages, two early maps of Jefferson 
County, information on the formation of the Towns, abstracts of over 300 wills, and an every name index with 
over 3000 names. It is available at a cost of$15.00 (plus $5.00 S&H). Production of a book of this caliber is the 
sort of work that makes a genealogical society worthwhile, and I would like to thank all of the people who worked 
so faithfully on this project. 
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Interview 
With Theresa Town Historian, Larry Honeywell 

We first met Mr. Honeywell at the town offices. He 
had warned us that his house was a mess, since his 
water lines had frozen, and there were el'ectric lines 
and hoses all over the floor. 
His greeting was, • I am not interested in genealogy, 
and the state has mandated that historians should not 
do it. I don't like paper work, or files, or anything like 
that.• 
Informer: Why did you decide to take this job? 
Historian: Well, I'm on full disability, but I can still get 
around. I like antiques and history, and this gives me 
a chance to do what I like best. 
Informer: Who were some of the most important fami
lies in Theresa? 
Historian: W.O. Chapman was the largest fishing 
tackle manufacturer in the area. His production was 
between 1850 and 1909. He made only metal lures. 
Did you see the article on him in the Watertown Daily 
Times? [It was the feature article on the front page of 
the Currents section. One of the illustrations was the 
photo on the post card that Mr. Honeywell uses for a 
business card] He interviewed me for the information. 
Indian River was navigable from Theresa to Rossie, 
then with a portage, you could go right to Black lake. 
From Black Lake, you can get to the St. Lawrence 
River. Chapman and his brother Simeon built two 
steamboats right here in Theresa: the Mohawk and the 
Indian Chief. Besides a regular schedule, they used to 
run excursions to Red Lake, for picnics and such. I 
located the anchor of the Indian Chief once. 
Chapman lures are very collectable. He had been a 
jeweler, and made each lure unique. Someone came 
across a collection of the lures, and decided to try one 
out to see if they really worked. He took one that he 
didn't like the looks of, put it on his line and used it for 
a day. Later, he found the price of the lure he didn't 
like the looks of... it went for $2000! 
He started out making caskets. You know, the local 
hardware store often made furniture, too, and a casket 
was considered a piece of furniture. Then the hard
ware store owner became the undertaker, and often 
he made, or dealt in, grave stones as well, but making 
furniture was his primary business. 
Theresa was the center of casting. From Rome 
(Oneida County) to Madrid (St. Lawrence County) 
Theresa was right in the center of the circle [gesturing 
an imaginary circle drawn on a New York State map] 
as the hub. Many little villages around here made 
lures. 
Informer. Like the Skinner Spoon factory in Clayton. 
Historian: Yeah, like that. Lots of little places. 
Informer Going back to the history of Theresa .. . 
Historian: Theresa was the last township for lots laid 
out. Land wasn't selling here, until finally people 
asked LeRay de Chaumont for a saw mill, a grist mill, 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

a church, a school. He gave the land for those, and 
then laid out lots. He sold his land through agents. 
He was never around much. 
Theresa had lots of water power. You should see the 
water go over the high falls. We had sawmills, a chair 
factory, electric power ... 
Informer: We understand Theresa no longer manufac
tures its own electric power. 
Historian: Oh, yes, it does! I have a newsletter that 
goes out each month with the electric bill. People say 
they can't pay their bills till they read the letter first! 
Informer: Did Theresa have any newspapers? 
Historian: Well, there was the Gleaner, and the Ga
zette. I think they were both weeklies. 
Informer: Are there any available? 
Historian: Yes, I think the Theresa Library has some. 
Informer What we really nee.d is some pictures of old 
Theresa. 
At this point, the Mr. Honeywell gave us a large post
card album to look through, and some of the pictures 
are in this issue. 

VV.D. Chapman 
Theresa_, New York 

1820 -1909 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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A Stroll Through By Gone 
Theresa With WUma Hoover 

These stores were all well patronized, as no 
one drove to Watertown for supplies. As I remember, 
starting from our house and going to the comer, there 
was: Will Root's grocel)', a vacant lot, the blacksmith 
shop, Dad's shop and hardware store, Kelly's hamess 
amd leather shop. Then a vacant lot with a wooden 
sidewalk, a store that kept changing hands-once an 
ice cream parlor, Lehr's shoe store, Soper's grocel)', 
the post office. Davis had sort of general store which 
was later Tenny's drug store. The Getman House 
(Hotel) was complete with dining room. 

Families lived over these stores: Loucks, 
Lehrs, Sopers. Then there was the telephone central 
office, run by Maggie Kavanaugh. As a good central, 
she could usually find you anybody you needed, and 
connect you by phone, when they weren't home. In 
case you miss the implication here, Central, as she 
was universally called, in most small towns knew if 
Effie had run over to liler mother's for a recipe, or 
Joshua was passing the time of day at the black
smith's as usual, or the doctor could be found at Aunt 
Hilda's. 

Across the comer, Earl and Coda W(?) had a 
butcher shop. Voiles lived above that. · Crossing to the 
opposite corner was Henry's grocery. Going toward 
the Presbyterian Church was the ? and Bi!derson's 
hats, etc. 

Back on Commercial Street, going back to
ward home, was Guy Bury's dry goods store, the bar
ber shop with Biddleman's tailoring above it, Murray's 
drugstore (formerly Johnson's), the Farmer's National 
Bank, Sargeant's Dry Goods Store, and the State 
Bank. 

Then Dr. Santway's property and a harness 
shop, and lastly the meat market. Westcott's hard
ware, a grocery, and a carriage shop, Stettler's, were 
below the Getman House. Tlilere was a second hotel 
and the undertaking parlor, Giltz's, on the opposite 
side of the street. 

Wrth all these stores, there was no need to 
shop elsewhere. 

100 Years Ago 
There were no Mother's Day 

Or Father's Day! 
Canada passed a law prohibiting poor people 

from entering the country for any reason. 
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From The Desormeaus Of 
Theresa 

Gerald and Margaret Desormeau, long time 
members of the Society, have amassed an interesting 
collection of clippings, pictures, and artifacts of 
Theresa Mr. Desorrneau was born in the village, and 
can see the roof of the house in which he was born 
from their new, very modern home. Discussing the 
history of the village, he noted that Theresa has had, 
in the past, a jail, a hospital, and the two fire depart
ments, which they still have. First the village, after a 
disastrous fire, set up its own fire department, and 
then later the town had one of its own. He agreed, 
laughing, with the story of the equipment the city of 
Watertown sent to aid Theresa in one of its fires. They 
loaded the equipment on a flat car and sent it to 
Theresa by train, only to have the train shunted aside 
by a freight, which took so long that the equipment 
never made it in time. 

Theresa was also one of the few villages in 
Jefferson County to be on a rail line, the Rome, Water
town and Ogdensburg. In March, 1947, as all resi
dents old enough remember, Jefferson County was 
buried under a massive snow faiL The train and its 
passenger cars was stuck in the Morgan Cut below 
Theresa, where the track had been cut through the 
lilills. Young Gerald Desormeau, willing to earn the 
extra dollars the railroad paid for emergency help, 
joined the crew to dig out the train. He showed pic
tures of the snow in the cut, the snow towering above 
the engine. The edge of the drifts was too high for a 
shovel of snow to leave the cut, so the men used a 
sort of bucket brigade of shoveling: the lowest man 
threw the snow up to the next, who tossed it up an
other level, and the third man got it far enough for the 
fourth and last man to get it onto level ground. 

As soon as they had uncovered the boiler, 
however, then they shoveled the snow directly into the 
boiler of the train, which was, by then, nearly empty. 
That allowed the boiler to do its work once more, and 
thereby supplied heat to the shivering passengers in 
the Pullman cars. 

A family tree can wither if nobody tends its roots. 

Many family trees were started by grafting. 

Any family tree produces lemons, nuts, 
and a few bad apples. 

Ever find an ancestor HANGING from 
your family tree? 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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On Local History Articles 
By locally famous Theresa writer Ernest Cook 

Volume Two of a collection of the local history 
articles by Ernest Cook, locally famous Theresa writer, 
features the Ttileresa area Quakers, Dr. Santway, 
Theresa Physician, Theresa Area Pioneers, Robert 
Sixberry, French Nobility in the North Country, and 
other topics. Phyllis Putnam, Society member, com
piled this and the other volumes for the Society and for 
Lyme Heritage Cer:tter in Chaumont While Volume 
two merely reproduces the articles from tlile Watertown 
Daily Times, in other volumes, Mrs. Putnam has re
typed the material for easier reading. These were 
done with the permission of John B. Johnson, the pub
lisher of the Times .. 

Mr. Cook, who has been mentioned in the In
former before, wrote his articles over tile period of his 
long life, interviewing tlile old folks, and preserving 
their memories that stretched from early nineteenth 
century through the mid twentieth. Volume two con
tains articles written between 1929 and 1935. For 
those of you who are interested in the lore of Jefferson 
County and Theresa, which you could never find in 
history books,, Ernest Cook has captured it in some of 
the most readable prose you can encounter,. Some of 
this material can be found in the history of Theresa, 
reviewed elsewhere in this volume. 

Soci'ety Meetings To Resume! 

After a two month's lay off to cope with tile 
winter months of January and February, the Jefferson 
County New York Genealogy Society will resume their 
regular second Monday night of the month meetings 
on March 14 at 6:30 pm in the Flower Library. Several 
members and guests usually gatlner at the Panda Bwf
fet a 5:00 before the society meeting begins at the li
brary. 

The program for this March 14 meeting is to 
be Ben Cobb and a presentation on Jefferson 
County's Bicentennial. 

Coming in May 
INFORMER 

We will feature the 1855 map of the 
town of Watertown. Members are encour
aged to send in information, stories and pho
tos relating to town of Watertown genealogy/ 
history. Contact editor Nan Dixor:l. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 
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Dear Aunty Jeff, 
I found an ancestral marriage listed in "Rev. Abner 
Wood's Record of Marriages and Funerals" on the 
NEHGS site. Dates for the portion I saw are 1829-1836. 
Does anyone have knowledge of him and/or the church 
that he served at during this time in Antwerp? 

Lois 
Dear Lois, 
This type of information, if it is available, can be ob
tained from the town historian. And you are lucky in 
needing information from Antwerp. Nancy Raymon, the 
historian, keeps excellent files. Her address was pub
lished in the November 2003 Informer, pages 14-17. A 
warning: Aunty Jeff discovered very recently that there 
is no working system, regulation, or directive 
compelling the outgoing town historian, or that histo
rian's family if she died in harness, to pass on any infor
mation to the incoming historian. Some families con
sider this information the personal property of the fam
ily. Sometimes historians, while doing an excellent job, 
simply mix personal and town history together, so that 
no one can tell which is which. And sometimes, alas, 
the historian has nothing to pass on. The personalities 
and traditions vary from town to town. The county his
torian is supposed to give guidance to the town histori
ans, and again, some county historians are 
overwhelmed by their county duties, and give little help 
to the towns, while others try to assist in every way pos
sible. 
Therefore, if the town historian says she has no idea of 
church history in her town, she may be one of those 
unfortunates who was given a cardboard box of recent 
newspaper clippings when she took office, and those 
comprise her entire files. Others (and Aunty Jeff has 
spoken to one such, but not of Jefferson County!) who 
feels that his job is to research town history of a hun
dred years ago, and pays no attention to the present 
events which will be the town history in fifty years from 
now. 
Towns vary in the amount of stipend or petty cash they 
give their historians. While some may cover costs, oth
ers appear to begrudge even office supplies, which 
must come out of the historian's pocket. We must con
sider the historian's office a volunteer position in most 
cases. 
Aunty Jeff 

Russ Sprague of Kensington, Maryland sat in Aunty 
Jeffs seat and answered Lois's question this way: 
(Russ obviously depends a great deal on his computer) 
You can go to www.411.com, yellow pages, and search 
type of business 'church' in Antwerp and get two results 
(it's a very small town). There is a Congregational 
Church, Main St. , Antwerp, NY 13608 and the United 
Methodist Church, 2 Academy St. , Antwerp, NY 13608. 
You could write to each church and maybe include a 
small donation for their time plus a stamped self ad
dressed envelope for a reply and ask if either had a 
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Letters may be sent snail mail: 
Aunty j eff, c/o Dixon, 15407 Dixon Rd., 

Clayton NY 13624 
or E-mail nandixon@Gisco.net 

Rev. Abner Wood in that time period that they are 
aware of. 
It's so far back in time they may not have records but it 
wouldn't cost much to write (or call during business 
hours). 
You might also try the Flower Memorial Library in Wa
tertown, NY (do a google search for that and it will list a 
link to their website including snail mail address). 
The Jefferson county website at www.usgenweb.org 
might list the town historian for Antwerp. I haven't vis
ited the site in a while but I believe it lists each towns 
historian. Not sure if it is unique to NY state but by law 
each town does have a town historian. 
Hope this helps -

Alice Corbett, a volunteer at the Flower Memorial Li
brary in Watertown, whose name is familiar to many 
Jefferson County genealogy researchers, sits in Auntie 
Jeffs place for this question. Since Mrs. Corbett has 
been with the genealogy room for at least ten years, 
she is an expert on their collections, and has some per
sonal ones. She also maintains the site on which the 
Genealogy Society is allowed to keep their 1850 cen
sus records. 

Joe asks: 

I am wondering if the Watertown Daily Times has their 
obituaries indexed? They were kind enough to send 
me an obituary for my GGGgrandmother but I provided 
the date the obit was published. I never thought to ask 
about obtaining other obits ... know that my GGGgrand
father died sometime between 1893 and 1900, and 
would like to obtain his obit if there was one. Was there 
a Watertown Daily Times then? What was the newspa
per for Watertown in that time period? Also, several 
grown children of this couple lived and died in Water
town. I would like to obtain their obits as well but have 
no dates of death. For their death dates, the best I can 
do for the children is "after 1930" when I find them in 
the census records. 
Thanks for any leads .... Joe in Johnstown, Pa. 

Joe: 
You might want to try the Genealogy Dept, 229 Wash
ington ST, Watertown NY, 13601. 
First In house searches are free except for a 20 cent 
per page copy fee and postage. Please include a SASE 
with your request. The obits might be in the family files. 
Second: If you will send me the names I will look in the 
index I have for the WDT, some of which is on line but I 
have a lot more that is not. 
Third: The WDT has obits in files so you would probably 
be able to get any after 1940 from them. - don't know 
the cost from them by maiL The cheapest way (I think 
we are all interested it that) is me then the Genealogy 
Department of the Flower Memorial Library. 

Alice Corbett 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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"The Brick Hotel" 
Evans Mills, NY 

Article by Ernest Cook 

"I was bam June 11 , 1863, in what people 
termed the 'Brick Hotel,' Evans Mills, best known 
among historians as the inn where the celebrated 
game of cards was played one winter night with a well 
known woman as the prize for the winner. And in that 
hotel, I spent my first years, and I can remember quite 
a few events connected with the place." 

It was Mr. Elmer G. Burtis, veteran business 
man of Antwerp speaking, as he recalled some of the 
events of his early life. Mr. Burtis, now 80 years old, is 
still active in the operation of his jewelry store and 
watch and clock repair shop. He is a busy man at the 
present time, for people are not able to purchase 
alarm clocks, so bring in what timepieces they have to 
be repaired and set running. 

"I can remember well that large circular table, 
where it stood when I was a boy and where that fa
mous game of cards was played," he said. "And the 
stories about the building of the old hotel there in the 
Mills always interested me. Capt. John Hoover started 
the building in 1827, and when he made ready to 
build, he wanted some of the bricks he could buy and 
went over to Theresa to talk it over with Rev. Benjamin 
Barnes, who often preached Sundays and made 
bricks on weekdays. 

"Rev. Mr. Barnes was also a stone mason and 
said that he thought there was material right there in 
Evans Mills for the making of good brick and went over 
to investigate the surroundings. He concluded the ma
terial was of the best and set at work getting his brick 
kiln in operation, which was just across Pleasant 
creek. He took the contract to lay the walls of the 
building after the bricks were made and burned. He 
made the brick and put them into the wall for the low 
price of $5 per thousand. 

"Mr. Hoover got one of the best wood workers 
of the times in that section, Alfred Vebber, to do the 
wood work in the hotel. I understand Mr. Vebber did 
the wood work in the LeRay mansion. And over at 
Theresa he engaged P. H. Ryther to forge out two 
large iron letters, "J.H.," to put on the hotel, meaning it 
was owned by John Hoover. And there is a story about 
those letters, but you wanted to know about my boy
hood in the Mills. 

"I recall that when I was a boy and my father, 
John Burtis, was running the Brick hotel, there was 
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another well known hotel in the Mills- the Whitney ho
tel - the stone building where the Agricultural Insur
ance Company was born. Also, at the railroad station 
was another large hotel, known as the Central House. 

"My first school days were spent in a private 
school conducted by Hattie Owens and the people all 
called her Aunt Hattie and she was a splendid lady. 
Father took me over to her school - it was on the edge 
of the village towards Philadelphia - and there made 
the arrangements with "Aunt Hattie" and started me in 
school. Later, when I went to a district school I recall 
that my teacher was a Miss Addie Deleware. I liked 
her very much and I recall that she was very musical 
and played well a big bass viol. I recall that she was 
the bass player in the Deleware orchestra that was in 
quite demand at that time. 

Well, school days over - and I have some in
teresting stories about some of my school experiences 
- 1 began looking for a situation. I always like the time 
that I was employed in Theresa by the late Alanzo 
Church who conducted the old American Hotel, for it 
was at ' that time that I courted and wed Miss Nellie 
Nicholas and was married in the Nicholas home on 
Depot Street in 1884. Rev. Joseph Canfield was the 
clergyman. 

"I was for a time in Gouverneur, but soon lo
cated in Antwerp and started this business of watch 
and clock repairing and opened into a full fledged jew
elry store. It is between me and John Wait, just across 
the street, as to who has been in business the longest 
here, but we are both veterans and he is one year 
older. 

"I have been a free Mason well past the half
century mark and for years used to be called upon to 
conduct the Masonic funeral services. But I am drop
ping out of that funeral work now as it is quite an effort 
and we are training the younger men to team to do it. I 
have also gone into other towns to do this work." 

Mr. Burtis had on the wall a "dickery, dickery, 
dock" clock. It is the kind that is just a straight board 
standing upright with the hours marked at intervals 
and there is a mouse that crawls up as the day ad
vances. When his nose reaches an hour mark the 
clock will strike, but when the nose reaches one 0' 
clock the mouse falls to the bottom and starts his 
climb' over again. There is a verse on the clock which 
reads: "Dickery, Dickery, Dock; The mouse ran up the 
clock; The clock struck one and the mouse fell down; 
Dickery, Dickery, Dock." 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page22 INFORMER March 2005 

From ~he Watertown Re-Union Newspaper 
Navember 10, 1870, Theresa and Vicinity. 

(Contributed by Pauline Zach~ JCNYGS member) 

November, with all its faults, once in a 
while presents a smiling face, and vouchsafes a 
day or two at a time of glorious sunshine and clear 
bracing atmosphere. Such was the weather on 
Friday and Samrday last, and your correspondent 
improved the opportunity to visit the Switzerland 
of Jefferson County, Theresa and neighborhood. 
Though the roads were bad and the mud almost 
interminable, a gallant pair of ponies drew us 
prompdy and plucldly through, carrying us from 
Watertown to Theresa in a little less than four 
hours. 

The stranger visiting Theresa is struck at 
once "With the romantic situation and surroundings 
of the village as it perches itself upon lofty banks 
precipitately and abruptly running down on the 
west, and north to Indian. River, which deviously 
twists andl turns between stately banks as it flows 
right through the village. Snug, thrifty and inde
pendent; her numerous stores well stocked and 
well patronized; her hotels models of cleanliness 
and order; her inhabitants bright, active and intel
ligent. Theresa promises at no distant day to se
cure almost the exclusive trade of the north of Jef
ferson and southwestern portions of St. Lawrence 
counties. Her growth is steady and surprisingly 
rapid. A few years ago and there were but a few 
houses in the place, now the population is not far, 
if any, short of one thousand. This gratifying ad
vancement is mainly owing to the indomitable 
push and activity of her leading men of business. 
They decided some time ago that they must have 
a railroad, and by well-directed effort and intelli
gent manipulation, they have succeeded so far as 
to have the contract let, and two hl!llldred men at 
work upon the line between there and Redwood. 
It is simply a verification 0f the remark that where 
Labor and Capital combine upon a given object, 
that object must be accomplished though heaven 
shourd faiL 

BLACK RIVER AND 
MORRISTOWN RAILROAD 

The contract recently let is for the comple
tion of the line, ready for the rolling stock, by the 
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first of August, 1873, from Morristown, opposite 
Brockville, in Canada, to Philadelphia, in this 
county. The distance is a little over thirty-eight 
miles and the sum agreed upon for the work is 
$650,000. The section between Redwood and 
Philadelphia has to be finished by the first of No
vember next. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF PROPOSED RAILROAD 

There are thirteen members of the board 
that include W. W. Butterfield, A. A. Holms, J. S. 
Vanderburgh of the Town of Alexandria. From 
the town of Morristown, Henry Hooper or 
Hooker, Charles Richardson and W. R. Fitch. 
From the Town of Hammond, A. P. More(?), 
Henry C. Kiing, Charles A. Wooster. From the 
town of Theresa, David Bearup, Dr. L. Hannahs, 
Joseph Fayel, Herberl C. Jones of Brockville, 
Canada. 

D. Bearup, Esq., Theresa is president and 
W. W. Butterfield of Redwood is secretary and 
treasmer. 

BUSINESS CHANGES 
Dr. L. Hannahs and Mr. M. E. Cornwall 

comprised the firm of L. Hannahs & Co. Dr. 
Hannahs recently purchased the entire interest in 
their drug and general store from Mr. Cornwall. 
The hardware firm of Cooper and Rodenhurst has 
been changed to Rodenhurst & Tyler. 

HOTELS 
The Getman House and The Terrel House 

are mentioned. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Roswell 
Pettibone 

Flower 
{From The History of 

' Theresa edited by Ronald 
Sinclair.) 

Nathan Monroe Flower 
and his wife, Mary Ann 
Boyle Flbwer, came lilOrth
ward in 1822 from Cherry 
Valley, New York. The 
journey took eight days by 
wagon over a difficult trail. 
The young Mrs. Flower knit 

a pair of stockings on the way. Their intention, family 
records show, was to go into St. Lawrence County, but 
after eight days of hard travel, they reached the Indian 
River and decided to halt at the clearing and settle
rnent of Theresa. There were a few log cabins, a saw
mill, and a gristmill partially finished. 1he Shurtleffs, 
one of Theresa's earliest families, welcomedl them. 

Nathan Flower turned actively to necessary tasks. A 
year later he had his woolen mill in operation, one of 
the earliest in Jefferson County. Pioneer farmers kept 
sheep and the wool was brought to the mill to be 
carded. 

Nathan Flower and his wife built a small cabin 
where he and his family lived until June 8, 1835. On 
that date they took legal possession of a house they 
had purchased from Azariah Walton, and only two 
months later, in August, 1835, Roswell P. Flower was 
born. He was christened Roswell Pettibone after the 
Rev. Roswell Pettibone, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church. The home still stands on the north side of the 
lower bridge, on the left as you face the river. The fam
ily was large, including nine children. Then, tragedy 
struck. Nathan Flower died in January, 1843, a victim 
of pneumonia. He was forty-six years old. 

His young widow showed herself to be of rare intel
ligence and! unusual energy in rearing seven sons and 
two daughters. It was a home with a deep religious 
atmosphere. The first Sunday School in liheresa was 
in their home with Mrs. Flower, teacher, and Nathan 
Flower an influential orgamizer of the Presbyterian 
Church in Theliesa. 

Although Nathan Flower left a remarkable estate, 
considering his rather brief and difficult life in Theresa, 
it was necessary that Roswell go to work at an early 
age. He· recalleli:l the first dollar he earned working in 
the village grocery where he slept in the back room 
with a fellow clerk. His dollar disappeared. He said 
nothing but when all was quiet he found his dollar in 
his roommate's treasure box and recovered it without 
comment and was not bothered again. 

After passing a simple oral examination upon com
pleting work in the local school, Rosweli Flower taught 
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for a short time in what was known as a tough country 
school. From teaching he turned to work in the brick
yard at $1.50 a week. IHe later was employed by his 
brotlner-in-law, Silas George, for $5 a month in 
George's Theresa stolie. One summer Roswell cut 
wood for farmers and delivered it to offices and other 
places in the village for 25 cents per half-cord. 

To Roswell, or "Rowell" as he was called, it soon 
became apparent he never was going to get ahead 
laboring or teaching. He decided to study law, but he 
needed money for books to educate himself. In the 
late 1840s he went to Watertown. After several lesser 
jobs, he secured a position as assistant postmaster, 
actually a clerkship, at $50 a month with board. He 
bought a gold watch witlh his first month's pay, and 
made $3 selling it to a friend who needed it because 
lhe was going west. He studied Blackstone and other 
legal books andl became a keen student of the Consti
tution. 

Through a friend, Howell Cooper, whose wife was 
Lois Woodruff, he met ll.ois' sister, Sarah Woodruff. 
Both were daughters of Norris Woodruff, a well-known 
Watertown businessman. Roswell and Sarah were 
married in: December,. 1859, in a quiet ceremony in 
Theresa with the bride's mother the only witness. Ros
well Flower's sixteen-year-old brother, Anson, how
ever, rode along in the cutter. 

Young Roswell Flower had saved about $5,000. He 
knew something of the jewelry business, so with his 
brother, Anson, they opened a store at No.1 Court 
Street, Watertown, known as R.P. and A.R. Flower, 
Jewelers. They later took into partnership Silas L. 
George, Jr. , the son of their sister, Caroline. This later 
became the S. L. George store, a business which con
tinued in Watertown many years. 

Roswell Flower might have continued to be a suc
cessful Watertown merchant if events in the late 1860s 
had not altered his life completely. Mrs. Flower's sister, 
Emma, another of the Woodruff girls, had married 
Henry Keep, an orphan boy from Adams. who in an 
amazing career had become president of the New 
York Central Railroad and a man of unusual wealth. 
Mr. Keep's health failed in 1868 and he asked Roswell 
Flower to come to New York to help him direct his fi
nancial holdings. The following year Henry Keep died 
and Flower remained in New York to take charge of a 
fortune estimated at six million dollars. The estate dou
bled in value under his management. He became well
known as a financier and set up the banking firm of 
Benedict and Flower, later to become Flower and 
Company, a firm which held the stock market in its grip 
for many years. 

R. P. Flower achieved mounting wealth and influ
ence, attracting the political leaders who recognized 
him as a vote-getter. 

Mr. Flower was always a Democrat. In 1881, two 
weeks before election, he was asked to run for Con
gress in New York's eleventh district. He managed to 
defeat his Republican opponent, William Waldorfistor, 
by a decisive margin. (cont. on page 22) 
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(Roswell Pettibone Flowet-cont.) 
He rapidly moved ahead politically. He was a 

bette11 than average public speaker. Peowle liked him. 
He served several terms in Congress. Flower was a 
memlber of Tammany Hall but insisted on clean poli
ti(:s. In the fall of 18911 he was nominated for Goven
nor of New York State and won by five thousand 
votes. Watert@wn gave Flower a two thousand-vote 
margin, but even so, it was considered nothing short of 
a.JDaZing at the time that a Democrat could accomplish 
such a feat. 

In reality, Roswell P. Flower did not enjoy politics. 
He: had trouble with his Tammany associates: and re
fused to run for re-election in 1894. He returned to 
Wall Street. Flower died suddenly in the spring of 
1899. He was a kindly man who never lost the com
IDOiilil touch. A special train brought his body back to 
Watert0\'\11 where he was buried in Evergreen Ceme
tery .. 

The Flowers were an interesting family, making 
important contributions to pioneer life in Theresa and 
Je:ffersollJ County. George Flower was the frrst mayor 
of the City of Watertown1 in 1869, and was a popular 
officer during the Civil War. He led Company C, the 
Theresa Company, of the 35th Regiment of Jefferson 
County·. Anson Flower was associated with Roswell 
Flower·in his fii.nancial career in New York City. Na
than Flower, another son, had many exciting stories to 
tell of his experiences when he and a group of other 
Theresa boys went west to have their try at the gold 
fields of California. 

Governor Flower aided Mrs. Henry Keep in the 
creation of the Henry Keep Home in 1883, a forerun
ner of the present Samaritan Keep Home. Governor 
Flower's daughter, Mrs. Emma Flower Taylor, contrib
uted! generously to the Flower Memorial Library in 
Watertown. Members of the Fl<Dwer family. were re
sp<Dnsible for the Flower Memorial Presbyterian 
Church• being erected in Theresa in memory of their 
parents, Nathan and Mary Ann Flower. 

W.e have seen the classic American dream unfold 
before us. From a small house in Theresa to the gover
nors mansion; from a woolen mill at High Fails to 
czar of Wall Street. 

OF INTEREST! 
The Saturday, January 22, 2005 issue of 

The Watertown Daily Times, page Bl ofthe Cur
rents section, presented an article entitled Sur
prise Discovery. A Great Lakes ship named for 
G(IW. Flower was launched 118 years ago. The 
Wooden freighter, built in 1887, sailed the Great 
Lakes under the Roswell P. Flower name for 
about 27 years. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Clancy Hopkins at the 2004 IRISH FESTIVAL! 
Again this year the JCNYGS will be represented at the Wa
tertown Irish Festival March II, I2, and I3 at the State 
Office Buifding. The new WILLS BOOK will be available 
as we11 as past issues of our newsletter the Informer. Many 
displays and representatives of our society will be available 
for those in attendance. See you there! 

Our thanks to JCNYGS member Gerald De
sormeau of Theresa for tlrle above postcard. Sterling 
A. Graves and Lois I. Graves-Kelsey are in the pic
ture and Gerald mentioned that he knew Lois when 
she was a rmuch older woman. 

100 years ago: The p<>pulation of Las Vegas, Nevada 
was 30. Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and iced tea 
hadn't been invented! 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Queries 
Send Queries to: Sw.anne L Howard, POB 24, Chippewa Bay, NY 13623: LenunonMinnie@hom1ail.com; Subject Infom1er 

LOADWICK 
I'm searching for information on Ward Alton Loadwick 
from Jefferson Co., NY, born in the 1880s, died in Wa
tertown, NY Oct 1945. Thanks 

GRINNELL 

Steve Rutigliano 
1250 Holiday DR, Eustis, FL 32726 

Srutig1250@aol.com 

I am trying to determine the parentage of George R. 
Grinnell. He was born around 1826 in Jefferson 
County, NY. It is possible that there could be some 
variation in the spelling of "Grinnell." He moved to 
Russia, Herkimer County & md Lucy Ann Hemstreet 
in 1856, joined the Union Army in 1861 & died from 
wounds received in the Battle of Bull Run in 1862. Wil
liam W. Grinnell enlisted in the same infantry unit 
along with him but I do not know if he was a relative or 
brother of George. Any clues as to his identity would 
be most appreciated. I noted that there was a Jason 
Grinnell born approx. 1825 who lived in Theresa, Jef
ferson County, NY. It is possible that they might have 
been brothers. Thanks much. 

HALL 

Kathleen Castillo 
1365 E. Fffth St., St. Paul, MN 55106. 

kathy@i35n.us 

Seeking any information about Daniel Hall, listed in 
the 1810 census as a resident of Brownville. 

DANO 

Contact Howard Hall 
5 Hillcrest Drive, ChelmsforrJ, MA 01824. 

hjhall@comcast.net 

Looking for information on James B. Dano of Perch 
River New York , 1861, lived around Perch River 
around the time of the Civil War ... ... looking to find 
were he served , which unit in the Civil War. Thanks. 

TURNER 

ScottDano 
x1 999xman@yahoo.com 

Sdano123@wmconnect.com 

We are looking for our Great Grand-father Lucien D. 
Turner, whose family reported came from Watertown., 
NY. I found 4 Turner famil ies in 1850 from Watertown 
& think Lucien D. Turner b abt 1837, may have been 
one of their children. Also in 1840 Census I see 2 boys 
under 5, but they don't appear in the 1850 Census. Is 
there any more info on these 4 TURNERs? Looking 
for any info on the 4 Turners from Watertown, (1835-
1852), especially Lucien D. Turner. 
1850 Census info: 
D M Turner- 34, b abt 1816 in Vermont, Hatter (Don 
M, 1870-NYC). 
Timothy Turner- 30, b abt 1820 in Vermont, Hatter. 
Morton E Turner- 35, b abt 1815 in Vermont, Shoe
maker. 
A B Turner- 35, b abt 1815 in Vermont, Butcher 
(Alonzo, fm 1840). 

On tbe Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Thank you, 

FLINT 

Douglas R. Turner 
34 Altamore Street, Melville, NY 11747 

dtumer@hoflink.com 

My great grandfather was Fred Lovell Flint b Water
town NY, 1884. His father was Nelson H Flint b Tren
ton, Oneida, NY, 1849. Nelson also had a son Russell 
N Flint of Watertown. Nelson's brother was William A 
Flint, justice of the peace in Adams Center, Jefferson, 
NY. William was married to Mina Jane (Jennie) 
Brooks. Any scrap of info on these people would be 
appreciated! 

Terri Ailey 
1610 Clematis Lane, Winter Park, FL 32792 

407-671-8330 
LakeLilly@aol.com 

LANDON/HAYES 
Request information &lor other researchers, for the 
Henry Landon (c1826-after 1890) family who left 
Smith Falls, Ontario, Canada area, & settled in Water
town, NY sometime after 1871. Other members of the 
family known to be in Watertown area are: George F. 
Landon (1855-after 1943) & his wife, Harriet G. (1860-
1943), & Henry's wife, Harriett Hayes (c1841 -1890). It 
is believed that both Harriet's died in Watertown. 
Henry's known children were Heneretta (1854-unk), 
George Franklin (1855-after 1943), Joseph (1869-
unk), and Lola May (1873-unk). 

William McGrath 
17 Wychwood Park, London, Ontario, Canada N6G 1R4 

wmmcgrath@rogers.com 
or 

Eileen Morrison 
RR#3 Moorefield, Ontario, Canada NOG 2KO 

eileenmorrison@porchlight. ca 
FOX 
Benjamin Fox b. May 24, 1814, in German Flats, Her
kimer Co., NY; son of Michael & Catherine (Orendorf) 
Fox. Benjamin appears on the 1840 Census for 
LeRay, Jefferson Co. with a spouse & 1 son & 1 
daughter, both under 5. We have traced them forward 
to Steuben Co. in 1850 & then to Clearfield PA, where 
both died. We have not been able to find the maiden 
name of his spouse, or a marriage date. They may 
have met & md in Jefferson Co. We don't know exactly 
when Benjamin came to the county, but we assume it 
was sometime after the death of his father in 1818. His 
mother appears on the 1830 census in Herkimer Co. 
without any of her children. We are especially inter
ested in any possible Native American connections. 
We would be happy to share whatever we have on this 
family if anyone is interested, and we will do lookups in 
our area as well. Thanks in advance. 

Peter Scarborough & Tonya Flanders 
4018 Lake Avenue, Lockport, NY 14094. 

Wcfccoach 1 @aol.com 
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RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13601 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O. Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315) 387-2155 

genealogist 13083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
(will research August through March) 

P.O.Box220 
Belleville, NY 13611 
Rhodes@Gisco.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JEFFERSON COUNTY 
NEW YORK 

WILL ABSTRACTS 
1830-1850 

This book is now available for sale! 

The Will Book contains will abstracts 
dating from 1830 to 1850. The book 
contains 194 pages, two maps, and a 
chart showing the formation of Jeffer
son County Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail your request to: 

JCNYGS 
Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 

PO Box6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

If you would like to save on postage, 
you may pick one up from Jean Coyne 
(Evans Mills), Pauline Zach (Clayton), 
or Bob VanBrocklin (Dexter). 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
WATERTOWN, NY 

PERMIT NO. 112 
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Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 
E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net Web site: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer{jeffsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: 2nd Vice President Recording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Linda Malinich Robert VanBrocklin Jean Coyne JenyDavis Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28 Kevin Dr. 15992 Foster Pk. Rd. 28808 NYS Rte 37 P.O. Box275 909 Washington St. P. 0. Box297 
Rochester, NY 14625 Dexter, NY 13634 Evans Mills, NY 13637 Clayton, NY 13624 Watertown, NY 13601 Brownville, NY 
malinich@attglobal.nS<t bolovb@usadatanet.net jcomgorthnetorg maridavis@!Ql.com cho12kins@imcnetnet 13625 

The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.net. editor, Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@irncnetnet, pub-
Iisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net, ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor-
relio@worldnet.att.net Jean Coyne, jcovne(a)northnetorg: Jeny Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol Garnsey, cgarnsey@Gisco.net; Bob 
VanBrocklin, bolobh@usadatanetnet; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel free to contact any of the above for suggestions or com-
ments regarding this newsletter, published six times a year- January, March, May, July, September and November. A special Surnames 
issue has also been published in December. 

The articles in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way offen-
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

In one of the back issues of the INFORMER 
that I ordered recently from the Jefferson County Ge
nealogical Society, I found a picture to connect to my 
ancestors! On the front cover of the July 2003, is a 
photo of Civil war veteran Hiram S. Presley and his 
wife Mary M. of Henderson, NY, taken about 1910. 
(Henderson Historical Society photo). I have an affi
davit signed by Hiram S. Presley on January 24, 1889 
of Henderson, NY, on behalf of my great-grandmother 
Lavinia Fillmore Phillips Farmer, for the matter of a 
pension claim of her son, Reuben H. Phillips, who 
died in the Civil war. Hiram S. Presley had written a 
lengthy affidavit stating he had known my great
grandmother Lavinia since her childhood and when 
she was married to her first husband, Alonzo Phillips, 
father of Reuben Phillips. Alonzo Phillips died in 1858 
and her second marriage was to Silas Farmer in 1860. 
It was great to connect this affidavit to the photo of 
Hiram M. Presley and his wife Mary, who had known 
my great-grandparents and their family! I look forward 
to browsing through other back issues of the IN
FORMER to see what else I may have missed! Thank 
you JCNYGS. Julia (Phillips) Lewis 

Cincinnati, OH 
Nan 
I volunteer at the MD Archives so if you know of any
one up there who needs help down here, give them 
my email. Dukecase11@aol.com 

Charles 

Nan 
So that people realize they have to have a lot 

of patience in receiving certificates from Albany: I 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

sent for my grandmother's death certificate on March 
11, 2004. On August 23, 2004, my check was cashed 
but no report . sent. The certificate finally was mailed 
from Albany on February 9, 2005 and received some 
days later. Can you believe an 11 month wait for an 
application that had nothing missing? Janet Butler 

Nan, 
I am a member and (new) treasurer of the Capital Dis
trict Genealogical Society. My wife, as corresponding 
secretary picks up the COGS mail, so I get a first hand 
look at it. I have been impressed with your newsletter, 
the heavier cover pages and the number of pages of 
text. Cost is always an issue here, but it would be 
great if we could publish a larger newsletter. 

Charles Milbert 
cmilbert@nycap.n-. com 

FAMILY REUNIONS 
The fifth annual Chapman Family Association 

convention is scheduled for June 3-5, 2005 at the Holi
day Inn, Williston Road, South Burlington, Vermont. 

The three-day-event will feature seminars and 
information on the various Chapman family lines and is 
open to both members and non-members of the asso
ciation. 

Advance registration for the meetings is re
quired and further information may be obtained by con
tacting meeting chair Liz Codding by writing her at 717 
Hollowdale, Edmond, OK 73003 or calling (405) 359-
7478. 

Those wishing to make motel reservations 
sho~ld mention the Chapman Family_ Association to 
recetve preferred rates. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 

0 
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LYME HERITAGE HAS 
CORONERS' REPORTS 

Newly gathered statistics from old reports. 

The volunteers at Lyme Heritage have extracted 
the coroners' reports from the Town Supervisors' Min
utes of Jefferson County. Their collection spans the 
years 1881 through 1954, and they assure us that 
they have a nearly complete collection of these valu
able statistics. The coroners, usually doctors, had to 
write a report on each death when they were called to 
officiate, including any accidental or unattended death. 
The Lyme collection covers the whole county, and 
Mrs. Gosier says it runs to thousands of names. 

This collection is not indexed. The Lyme Heritage 
volunteers are happy to do look ups provided you 
have an approximate date of death, since their note
books are arranged chronologically. This information 
is housed at the Lyme Heritage Center in the Chau
mont Public Library, Main Street, Chaumont, NY 
13622. We are told by more than one person that it 
makes a fascinating read. The individual reports are 
placed in sheet protectors in notebooks, and can be 
photocopied. Be sure to call ahead before you go, so 
as to have a volunteer on hand. 

Lyme Heritage Center Programs 2005 

Presented by ]uila Gosier, Tov.m of Lyme Historian 

Sunken Ship Video 
Film about a ship built in Three Miu Bay in z86z. 

June z6th 7PM 

Walter Ryder Slide Show 
Early pictures of The Town of Lyme and surrouruling areas. 

july 7th 7PM 

North Country Slide Show - Part One 
Early pictures of the North Country. 

july ust 7PM 

North Country Slide Show - Part Two 
Early pictures of the North Country. 

August 4th 7PM 

Genealogy Seminar 
Tips for Beginners and Others 

August zBth 7PM 

Chaumont Public Forum 
Let's Talk About the Good Old Days! 

September z5th 7PM 

Three Mile Bay Public Forum 
The Good Old Days in Three Mile Bay! 

September Z9th ]PM 

All programs will be held in The Child.ren's Room at 
Lyme Free Library, Rt. uE, Chaumont. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Jefferson County's Bicentennial 
1805-2005 

Jefferson County was created by an act of the 
New York State Legislature on March 28, 1805. The 
County was named in honor of the third United States 
President, Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson County was 
originally divided into eight Towns. These were 
Champion, Watertown, Adams, Brownville, Ellisburg, 
Rutland, Harrison, and Malta. The Towns of Harrison 
and Malta were renamed Rodman and Lorraine re
spectively in 1808. Later the county split into 22 
towns. By 1849, Cape Vincent was the last Town to 
form and in 1869 the City of Watertown was formed. 

Jefferson County has a rich history and we 
want to celebrate this on the County's 200 year birth
day in 2005. For the Bicentennial, we are in the proc
ess of planning several events. In coordination with 
the Jefferson County Historical Society, we plan to set 
up a historical display of all the Towns and the City of 
Watertown, which will run from May to August 2005. 
We are also working on raising funds to place a his
torical bench in each of the original eight Towns and 
two in front of the County's courthouse. These 
benches will be a lasting monument to mark Jefferson 
County's Bicentennial. These benches will have a 
short history of the Towns and the County. 

We are still working on events for 2005. We 
are looking for input and support in this endeavor. We 
hope you will help us celebrate our County's birthday. 

For additional information, please contact: 

Benjamin J. Cobb 
Jefferson County Historian 

175 Arsenal St. 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Tel. (315) 785-5149 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCGS MINUTES 
MARCH 14, 2005 

Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

Vice President Bob VanBrocklin called the meet
ing to order with 30 people in attendance. The min
utes were read and approved by motion of Clancy 
Hopkins and seconded by Jean Coyne. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr gave reports for 3 months 
with a March 10th balance of $6472.94. The complete 
reports are attached. Jean Coyne moved to approve 
the reports and Patti Hopkins seconded. Passed. 

Corresponding Secretary Clancy Hopkins reported 
keeping current with queries and passed on informa
tion but in general things were very quiet. 

A call by Vice President Bob for a Repository 
Chairman continued with a short discussion on what 
our Repository is, where is it located, what is in it, 
when is it available, and what are the duties of the 
chairman. No volunteers came forth at the meeting. 

Vice President Bob mentioned for the Publicity 
Committee that Linda took care of the email meeting 
notices. 

Program Committee Coordinator Phyllis Putnam 
presented a list of the proposed programs for the year 
2005. The society did not meet in January or Febru
ary. Beginning with this evening's program: 
March 14 Benjamin Cobb-Jefferson County 

Bicentennial 
April11 Julia Gosier-Coroner's 

Reports 
May 9 Lis Couch-

(ln the works) 
June 13 Martha Grimes-Alexandria Bay 

Historical Society 
July 11 AI Seymour-Robert Arnold 

& The State Archives 
August 8 Dr. Marilyn Van Dyke-"Your Right to 

Know Your Family" 
September 12 Gerald Desormeau-(Possibly} 

& The Annual Meeting 
October 10 (?) Julia Gosier-Lyme Heritage 

(Maybe Saturday PM) 
November 14(?) Eric Anderson-Henderson Historical 

Society (21 51? or a Sat.?) 
December (Open) 

(Open) 
Vice President Bob mentioned that the society has 
been invited to the Dexter 150th Anniversary in Au
gust. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Newsletter Committee 
that the March issue was in their mailbox and May is 
well under way. Bill mentioned that the July issue will 
be devoted to the Jefferson County Bicentennial and 
invited members. to submit material for that issue. 
Publisher Clancy Hopkins requested a statement in 
the May Informer that all dues are due July 151

. 

Clancy Hopkins mentioned for the Surname Com
mittee that there were a couple of new members and 
their lists of surnames to add. Clancy then asked 
those present for their input as to having another 
Membership and Surnames list at the end of this year. 
Several members mentioned their use and the value 
of that issue. Clancy mentioned that the "Blue Card" 
routine would be used again. 

For the Surrogate Committee, Jean Coyne 
showed the group the new Wills Book and thanked all 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

those who worked on it. Jean mentioned that the price 
was set at $15 and if you wanted it to be mailed $20. 

Old Business: Phyllis Putnam mentioned that the 
Ernest Cook books have been reprinted and are avail
able. 

New Business: AI Seymour spoke of the COs 
containing 4 years of our Informer in PDF format. 
Work continues including work on an index. 

Vice President Bob mentioned that Alice Corbett 
had requested help with the Genealogy Room and 
wanted the society to be aware of her request. 

Bob also mentioned the society at the Irish Festi
val and thanked those who participated. 

Hollis Dorr moved to adjourn with a second from 
Pauline Zach. 

Phyllis Putnam introduced Ben Cobb and our pro
gram on the Jefferson County Bicentennial. 

What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

March Meeting 

Vice President Bob VanBrocklin 
And speaker Ben Cobb 

Benjamin J. Cobb is Jefferson County Historian 
and Records Management Coordinator. His presenta
tion was in two parts including the Jefferson County 
Bicentennial Celebration and the Genealogical Re
sources available through the Jefferson County Clerk's 
Office. By the large attendance at the meeting, they 
were subjects of great interest to a lot of people and 
no one was disappointed. With his 'power-point' com
puter presentation on the projector screen, Ben went 
from the Creation of Jefferson County with maps and 
county boundary changes to the history of the Towns 
& Villages right into the Bicentennial Events planned 
for the county celebrations including the Black, Granite 
Benches and Bicentennial Souvenirs including a four 
part envelope series, a postal cancellation, the Bicen
tennial Tapestry Throw, a Bicentennial Quilt, Calendar, 
and PBS Documentary. He reviewed the Genealogi
cal Resources available including County Clerk's Re
cords, Legislative Board Minutes, Wills & Probate Re
cords, Tax Records, and other resources. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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The existence of a township called Watertown confuses many people even in Jef
ferson County. When one mentions Watertown, the city is immediately called to mind, being 
the only city in the county. The Town of Watertown, while overshadowed by its much more 
populous neighbor, is an older entity. Centrally located in Jefferson County, the city of Wa
tertown occupies nearly all of the township's northern border, the edges barely touched by 
the Towns of Brownville, Pamelia, and Le Ray. Easterly lies Rutland, south- is Rodman with 
a touch of Adams, and west is solidly Hounsfield. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Index to 1855 Map of Watertown Township (page 6) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

Column I consists of initial, column 2 is surname or main entry, column 3 indicates location of residents on the map. 

lnitial(s) 

B.S.= 
B.S.= 
B.S.= 
G.Yd. 
G.Yd. 
G.Yd. 
G.Yd. 
G.Yd. 
G.Yd. 
S.M.= 
S.H.= 
S.H.= 
S.H.= 
S.H.= 
S.H.= 
S.H.= 
S.H.= 
S.H.-
S.H.= 
S.H.-
S.H.= 
W.S.= 
J. 
J. 
S.G. 
Y. 

v.o. 
J. 
R. 
B. 

J. 
w.c. 
J.B. 
S.P. 
D. 
D. 
w. 
A. 
S. 
A./J. 

D.M. 
A. 
J. 
L. 

J. 

By dividing the town map into 9 parts, Don uses the ]etters WI, A, Tl , E, R, T2, 0, W2, N 
already on the map as locators. 

Surname Map Letter- Brookside Cemetery T2-South 
-North/South J. Brown R-North 

J. Brown R-North 
Blacksmith Shop) W1-North M. Brown's Tavern W1-North 

!(Blacksmith Shop) W1-South T.H. Burleigh W2-South 
!(Blacksmith Shop) Watertown Ctr H. Burnham W2-North 
l{Grave Yard} W1-South M.N. Burnham N-South 
lfGrave Yard) T1-North N. Burnham N-South 
!(Grave Yard) 0-South BURRVILLE W2-South 
lfGrave Yard) W2-North lA. Butterfield T2-North 
!(Grave Yard) N-North E. Butterfield T2-South 
lfGrave Yard) N-North w. Butterfield T2-North 
I(Saw Mill) W1-South Butterfield N-North 
lfSchool House) A-North Canfield W2-North 
!(School House) A-South S. Carlley ? N-North 
!fSchool House) T1-North Carmichael A-South 
!/School House) [T1-South D. Chapin W2-South 
School House) T1-South D. Chapman 0-South 
School House) R-North C.C. Chase W2-South 
School House) Watertown Ctr C.C. Chase W2-South 
tSchool House) R-South M. Churchill N-South 
School House) T2-South E.G. Clark 0-North 
School House) 0-South L. Clark T2-South 
School House) W2-South G. Collins T1-North 

(Wagon Shop) Watertown Ctr P. Collins N-South 
Adams E-North G. Cook T2-South 
Adams T2-North A Cornwall W2-North 
Adams rN2-South J. Crandall T2-South 
Adams T1-North J. Crandall T2-South 
Adams E-South R. Crandall T2-South 
Agricultural Fair Grounds R-North R. Crandall 0-South 
Andrus T2-South D. Delana N-North 
Ayres W1-North Mrs. Dickerson W1-South 
Ayres W1-North Dresser N-North 
Bacher N-North C.O. Dye? N-South 
Bailey R-North J. Eddy W2-South 
Bailey T2-South A. Everett A-North 
Baker N-South J. Ferguson 0-South 
Baker T2-South FIELD'S SETTLEMENT W1-North 
Ball 0-North I. Fisk T1-South 
Ballard W1-South I. H. Gardner W1-South 
Bartholomew T1-North A. Gibbs W1-South 
Bartholomew A-North J. Gifford W2-North 
Baum N-North H.A. Gillett T1-South 
Beckwith E-South A. Goodenough T2-South 
Biddlecum W1-South M. Goodenough T2-South 
Blunt T2-South B. Gowdy A-North 
Bow N-North C.T. Graham N-North 
Boynton T1-South ~- Graves Watertown Ctr 
Brainard T1-North J. Graves A-North 
Brintnall W1-South O.A. Graves T1-North 
Brintnall W1-North C.W. Green W1-North 
Brintnall W1-South Greenley's Est. E-South 
Brintnall Jr. A-South S. Guilford Watertown Ctr 

On tbe Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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A. Gumee T1-North P. Monroe T2-North 
G. Gumee E-North C.O. Morgan T2-North 
w. Hammond T1-South L.D. Morgan E-North 
H. Hannah W1-South S. Morse T1-South 
R. Harrington W1-South C.? Murray N-North 
L. Hastings N-North J. Olmstead A-North 
G. Hatch A-North W.P. Orson N-North 
A. Hayes T2-South E.L. Paddock N-North 
L.D. Hill ? N-South A. Parker E-North 
C. Hinds A-South D. Parker E-North 
C. Hinds W1-South J. Parker A-South 

Holcomb & Brainard E-North J. Parker T1-North 
A. Horr A-North J.W. Parker T1-North 
0. Horr T1-North M. Peterson N-North 
J.A. Howard W1-South H. Phippen A-North 
A. Hull A-North PoorHouse R-North 
A. Hungerford 0-South C. Prior A-South 
M. Hungerford 0-South C. Raeford 0-South 
R. Hungerford W2-South RAILROAD W1-South 
T. Hungerford 0-South J.H. Read A-South 
T. Hungerford 0-South O.H. Read A-South 
w. Hungerford IA-South RESERVOIR 0-North 

Hungerford's Tavern Watertown Ctr B. Rice W1-South 
T. Hunt T1-South J. Rice W1-South 
J. Hunter N-North M. Rice W1-South 
B. Hutchins T1-North Rice W1-South 
H. Isham R-North C. · Richardson T2-South 
H. lshum R-South w. Richey R-South 
F. lves W1-South J. Rodgers 0-North 
G. lves R-North A. Rogers Watertown Ctr 
G. lves W1-South w.v.v. Rosa M.D. T2-North 
H. lves W1-North Rudd N-North 
w. lves W1-South J. Sawyer W2-South 
w. lves E-North A. Scott A-South 
B. Jarvis E-South A. Scott A-South 
H. Becker Jefferson Co. Nursery E-North L. Scott E-North 
w. Jenks W2-South J. Sheldon E-South 
J.E. Jones W2-North Jos. Sheldon E-South 
D.S. Kelly W1-South R.L. Sherman E-South 
R. Ketchum N-North R.L. Sherman R-South 

Keyes Est T2-North J.R. Sigourney N-North 
R. Kidder N-North M. Sigourney N-South 
C. Knights T1-South C. Simmons R-South 
E. Knights T1 -South A.P. Skeets T2-South 

Lamson W1-South W.H. Skeets 0-South 
Lansing & Dutton T2-South S. Slater W1 -North 

F. Lawton N-North F. Smiley W1 -North 
Lawton N-North T.A. & C.P. Smith's Hop Yard E-North 

G. Lemon's Est. E-South D. Snell T1-South 
J. Losee T1 -South J. Snell T1-North 
J. Losee E-South J. Soddy A-South 
J. Losee's Estate E-South J. Sparks W1-South 
A. Luther N-North B. Spaulding N-South 
J.C. Mack E-North A. Squares Watertown Ctr 
R&W.H. Mantle 0-South Staples N-North 
H. Massey E-North J. Stears Jr. 0-South 
S. Massey E-North L. Steele W2-South 
A. Mather T1-North J. Steers 0-South 
A. Mather R-North 0. Ster ete ? N-South 
J. McCarlay? N-North W. Stem burgh W2-North 
H.L. Monroe T1-South M. Strickland E-North 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Mrs. 
S.B. 
J.P. 
S. 

E. 

S.B./R. 
w. 
A. 
D.W. 

J. 
J. 
P.H. 

E. 

I. 

N. 

P.T. 
H. 

H. 
H. 

E. 
I. 
J. 
J.P. 
T. 

A. 
J. 
B./D. 

C. 

F. 
s. 

0. 

Sykes T2-South 
T __ ? N-North 

Thompson W1-South 

Thursan ? N-South 

TOLLGATE E-North 

TOLLGATE R-North 

TOLLGATE W2-North 

Tollman T2-South 
Tollman R-South 
Tollman R-South 

Tompkins W1-South 

Tower T2-South 

Tuttle W2-North 

Wadley A-South 

Wadley E-South 

Wadley A-South 

Wakefield W2-South 

WATERTOWN R-North 

WATERTOWN CENTRE R-South 

Webb A-South 

Weber W2-North 

Welch W2-North 

Welch W2-South 

White W1-South 

White W1-South 

White -South 

Willey E-South 

Wilson 0-South 

Wilson W2-South 

Wilson W2-South 

Wilson W2-South 

Wilson's Est. W2-South 

Winslow -North 

Woodruff N-South 

Woodruff W2-North 

Woodruff N-North 

Woodruff N-North 

Wright N-South 

Yendes W2-South 

BURRVILLE STORE 
IS SOLD TO FOLEY 

(News clip in Watertown City Historian scrapbook} 
Richard V. Foley Purchases Hayes 

Grocery-Building Is Historic Landmark. 

Richard V. Foley, Burrville resident, has purchased 
the grocery store of Fred H. and Margaret G. Hayes at 
the intersection of the Watertown-Copenhagen state 
highway and the Burrville-Whitesville road in the ham
let of Burrville. 

Mr. And Mrs. Grant Roden, son-in-law and daugh
ter of Mr. Foley, are operating the store for him. The 
sale of the property to Mr. Foley was negotiated by W. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

D. Timmerman, real estate broker, located on the 
Bradley Street Road. 

Mr. Hayes, resident of this city and for some years 
a member of the local fire department, operated the 
store for about two years. Prior to that it was con
ducted under lease for two years by John W. Hotis, 
formerly of Buffalo, and preceding Mr. Hotis the busi
ness and building were owned and operated by Wil
liam M. Hayes for approximately 30 years as a grocery 
and general store. Mr. Hayes was the lessor to Mr. 
Hotis. 

The building is one of the county's historic land
marks and for a number of years prior to becoming a 
store was a hotel and stagecoach stop on the route 
between this city and Lowville. 

Before William Mr. Hayes purchased the place on 
March 17, 1915, from the estate of Mrs. Elizabeth J. 
Hughes, it was operated for several years by Arnold C. 
Hughes as a hardware store, he having started that 
business there about 55 years ago. 

After an ownership of some years during which he 
conducted a hotel in this building, George A Wilson 
sold it Aug. 18, 1893, to Mary O'Donnell and the ensu
ing Dec. 30 she disposed of it to Catie Phillips of Chi
cago. It was after that that Mr. Hughes purchased it. 

Burrville is one of the oldest settled districts in the 
county. Simeon and Benjamin Woodruff having set
tled a short distance northeast of the hamlet in 1800. 
Hart Massey, one of the original pioneer settlers of this 
city, contracted in June, 1801 to build a sawmill and 
gristmill at Burrville for Silash Stow. In 1802 this was 
sold to Capt. John Burr, for whom the community was 
named and is located but a few rods from this store on 
the banks of North Sandy creek. 

Almost from the beginning of the hamlet there had 
been a hotel there until the middle 1890's, and histori
ans declare that one of the first Burrville hotel proprie
tors was Septimus G. Adams. 

Besides Captain Burr's mills, William Lamson had 
the first iron smelter and blast furnace in the county at 
the top of the elevation by the cataract. Also in the 
vicinity Judge Jabez Foster and Thomas M. Converse 
as the firm of Foster & Converse operated a large 
store, in which Orville Hungerford was clerk. In 1807 
Judge Foster sold his interest to Converse and moved 
to this city, Converse continuing the operation of the 
store. 

Our thanks to the Watertown City Historian's office for 
this picture of the Woodruff Hotel. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Town of Watertown Cemeteries 

WATERTOWN CEMETERIES 
Thanks to Alice Corbett of the Genealogy Room, 
Flower Memorial Library. 

An abandoned cemetery is one which no longer ac
cepts burials, and which is under the protection of the 
town. A destroyed cemetery is one from which all 
markers have been removed, all records lost, and is 
known as a general location only. The numbers below 
refer to the map opposite. All telephone numbers are 
in the 315 area code. We have used CR to indicate a 
county road number. Starred (*) cemeteries are inac
tive. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

d 
1. BROOKSIDE, Brookside Drive, corner of CR 67. 
Contact Jeanine McAvoy, 788-1411. 
2. GLENWOOD, past Brookside Cemetery on CR 67 
opposite Cook Road. Cemetery on left, mausoleum 
before cemetery. Office across road on corner of CR 
67 and Cook Road. 782-4419 
3. DEGEl-ISRAEl, Cook Road across from first gate 
of Brookside nearest Rt. 11. You can go straight 
through Brookside; cemetery is across the road to the 
left. 
4. CALVARY, on Ridge Road just east of City limits. 
5. HUNTINGTONVIllE, beyond Calvary on Hunting
ton Street 
6. *ISRAEl (old cemetery), beyond- Huntingtonville 
Cemete . 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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7. TALCOTT, from Rt. 11 south, tum right onto CR 
64. About .3 mile on 64. 
8. "SOUTH MASSEY STREET, aka GRAVES HILL. 
Go out Massey Street South, Field Settlement Road, 
renamed Massey Street Cemetery 1998. 
9. *GOTHAM STREET, NY Route 12 south. Tum 
right on CR 159. Cemetery on right, past the corner. 
10. *EAST WATERTOWN. Go east from Watertown 
on NYS Rt 126 to first right, on CR 160. Then right on 
Overlook Drive, about .2 mile on right behind low 
stone wall close to a house. 
11. *LOSEEILOSIE, Take Rt 12 south of Watertown, 
tum west on Dry Hill Road just before Burrville. 
Cemetery no longer exists; bam built on the site of the 
cemetery burned in 1966. A family cemetery only. 
12. *WOODWORTH (Location Unknown) 

Watertown City Cemeteries 
(Map on page 12) 

A-North Watertown Cemetery located North on 
Bradley Street (Rte 12). This cemetery is listed in A. 
E. Rogers' book for the Town of Pamelia. It was or
ganized and chartered several years before the City of 
Watertown was formed. At that time it was in North 
Watertown in the Town of Pamelia. Names are in
cluded in the Rogers' Pamelia book and on line at 
www.rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/Pamelia.htm. For infor
mation contact North Watertown Cemetery Associa
tion at 782-5960, Mr. Richard Williams. 
B-Calvary Cemetery is located on Ridge Road at 
the eastern edge of the city .. 
C-"Graves Cemetery, also called South Massey 
Street Cemetery, is located on outer South Massey 
Street about .3 miles outside the city on County Road 
63. 
0-* Arsenal Street Cemetery is located on Arsenal 
Street going west just beyond the Railroad overpass. 

(From Watertown City Historian office) 

From the minutes of the 
Common Council of the city 
of Watertown 30 Nov 1869: 
A communication states that a crosswalk was very 
much needed from the sidewalk in front of the burying 
ground to the comer of Boon Street. 

19 April 1870: A communication from K. Hannahs 
states that the burial ground in the rear of Trinity 
Church is destitute of fence; is open to cattle and hogs 
to occupy the grounds and requires a good substantial 
fence to be constructed from the rear to Court Street. 
Referred to aldermen of the 4th ward. 

31 May 1870: A petition and resolution received from 
J. Mullin and others asking to have a vault in the rear 
of Trinity Church for the temporary burial of the dead. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

The appointed committee reports that they have ex
amined the records and find that the Trinity Church 
burying ground and find that it belongs to the city. 
Resolved that the mayor be authorized to advertise for 
proposals to build a good substantial picket fence 
around the lot known as the Trinity Church burying 
grounds, to be completed within the next thirty days. 

7 June 1870: By reason of distance from the city to the 
cemeteries now in use by our citizens and the difficulty 
of approach thereto by reason of the drifting of snow in 
the roads and avenues leading to the places of burial 
in said cemeteries, and the consequent great expense 
in opening a passage for funeral procession in the win
ter months it is practically impossible to use these 
cemeteries during a considerable part of the year. It is 
necessary to procure some place for the deposit of the 
bodies of the dead during the time it is impossible to 
bury in cemeteries. The vaults now in use are owned 
by individuals and are liable to be withdrawn from the 
use of the public. These vaults can only be ap
proached by crossing the track of the Rail Road near 
the lower depot where engines and cars are almost 
constantly in motion thereby endangering the lives of 
persons who may be attending funerals. Neither of 
the cemetery associations now organized have the 
means to erect a vault suitable for the use of our peo
ple. Be it Resolved that there shall be erected in the lot 
in the rear of Trinity Church known as the old burying 
ground a vault of such dimensions as will contain at 
least fifty coffins to be used for the deposit of the bod
ies of deceased persons from the 1st day of Decem
ber until the 1st day of May following in each year be
fore which last mentioned day all bodies must be re
moved .... 

Watertown Cemetery History 

One of the first recorded burial grounds was the 
Old Trinity Church Cemetery, which was located on 
Court Street. The site, granted to the village in the 
early 1800's by Henry Coffeen "as a public burying 
ground", was abandoned by the late 19th century. In 
1823, the village trustees bought land on Arsenal 
Street for a burial ground, assigning lots to the taxpay
ers of the village. Adjoining this location was the first 
Catholic cemetery. Both were out of favor by the late 
19th century, and replaced by new "pastoral" sites, 
based on the rural cemetery model popular at the 
time. Brookside (1854) and Calvary (1869), the new 
public and Catholic cemeteries respectively, were lo
cated adjacent to one another south of the City. An
other early cemetery, serving residents of the north 
side, was the Pamelia graveyard (established 1838), 
later called the North Watertown Cemetery. This loca
tion was still being used at the turn of the century. 

Brookside, although technically outside the City 
limits, has been Watertown's major burial ground for 
the past century, and is therefore an important city 
institution. Many notable leaders in industry, com
merce and finance are buried there, in lavishly de
signed temple-like mausoleums (featuring Egyptian, 
Gothic, and other styles). 

@Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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COMPUTER CORNER 
From Shirley Farone, who has a Jefferson County 
website herself, and is a great volunteer for the Jeffer
son County GenWebSite. Remember, Watertown was 
a village, not a city, until 1867. 

I've just posted Fitch's 1840 Watertown (NY) Village 
Directory on my website at: 
http://freePages.genealogy. rootsweb.com 
-twigs2000/1840directory. html. This contains a "List 
of Citizens," which you may access by clicking in the 
box at the top left of the page. In my opinion, this 
doesn't appear to be a complete list of all the citizens 
in the Village at that time, but I'm hoping what's there 
will be of interest to someone. One gets the impres
sion that the List is one of master workmen. The copy 
from which I typed was bad and there are sections 
missing. Hopefully, I can locate the missing portions. 
Particularly interesting is the List of Establishments of 
master workmen in the village at the time - certainly 
the growth of a viable business community in only 35 
years' time was astounding. 

For those of you who haven't visited her website: 
http://freepages.genealoqy. rootsweb. com/-twigs2000 
is more social history than genealogy, but is fun, and 
strewn with genealogical tidbits. 

Sheila Hoffman has also been busy. She has just 
completed extracting marriages, deaths, and de
ceased veterans records from the 1865 NY State Cen
sus for Jefferson County. 
http://freepages. genealogy. rootsweb.com/ 
-cnyfamiliesNitals/jcvitals. html 
There are 677 deaths, including date and cause of 
death; 294 marriages including clergy affiliation, and 
records for 623 deceased veterans, including when 
and where they died and were buried. 
Also, on her website there are similar extractions for 
Broome, Herkimer, and Oneida Counties. 
http://freepages.genealogy. rootsweb. com/ 
-cnyfamilies/ 
This site is definitely worth a visit. While she concen
trates on Central New York, Jefferson County is by no 
means neglected. 

Headquarters of the Palatines to America reported a 
"snatch and grab" break-in of their offices this January. 
Their main computer was stolen. Their solemn warn
ing to genealogists everywhere: make regular backups 
(they do theirs daily) and have the cds, or whatever 
you use, stored under another roof. This is merely 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

good policy for everyone who uses a computer seri
ously. (They have materially reinforced their security 
since.) 

The Jefferson County GenWebSite (http:// 
www.rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer ) has been adding new 
information, much of it in links to other sites. Ray 
Brown is continuing to scan Hough's History of Jeffer
son County, and has added the history of the towns of 
Adams, Cape Vincent, Champion, Ellisburg, Hender
son, Hounsfield Lorraine, Lyme, Rodman Theresa, 
Watertown and Worth. Brownville will be added soon. 
The 1918 Farm maps have been received enthusiasti
cally. Four more files have been added to "Bits and 
Pieces." Many of you like to read these scrapbook 
items, even when you are not looking for a specific 
name. 

The JCNYGS Society Page has received a face lift 
this year, thanks to suggestions by member Patti Hop
kins. All members are encouraged (begged?) to offer 
suggestions and comments about this page: http:// 
www.rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm.· The addition 
of the tables of contents, supplied annually by member 
Bonnie Borrello; displayed on http:// 
www.rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/inftab.htm, have been 
getting viewer response: people have .been requesting 
back issues of the Informer. This page reaches more 
than just society members, so it is important that it 
contain pertinent information about the society. This is 
one way that distant members can really make a dif
ference: suggestions, comments, criticism ... all grate
fully accepted. Email the society, the editor, some
one! 

This High School was located on Sterling Street 
where the present American Legion is located. It was 
built in 1902 with additions in 1915, 1922, and 1923. It 
closed in 1949 when the new high school was opened. 
Our thanks to the Watertown City Historian's office for 
the picture. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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TUG HILL LITERARY REVIEW 
(From Historical Association of South Jefferson) 

Along with our Historical Association of South 
Jefferson Newsletter for March-April 2005 came a little 
insert called Tug Hill Literary Review for Spring 2005, 
volume 1, number 1. It intends to review "a collection 
of original poetry, prose and book reviews by writers 
past and present from the greater Tug Hill Region." A 
joint project of the Half-Shire Historical Society 
(northern Oswego County) and the Historical Associa
tion of South Jeff, it will be compiled and edited by 
Shawn Doyle, Debbie Quick, and George Widrig. It 
contains reviews of Yesterdays by Doris Brown Allen, 
and of other local histories of Williamstown, Happy 
Valley, Osceola, Ellisburg, The Huddle, Sixtown Set
tlers, Adams Electric Light Company, the story of the 
Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburgh Railroad, and 
much more, including a personal favorite, Memories of 
the Old Homestead by Henry H. Lyman, reprinted from 
the 1900 original. Contact Debbie Quick at South Jeff, 
or Halfshire@hotmail.com They are asking for origi
nal work, or suggestions for other books. 

Your editor and your committee chairman read 
this little newsletter from cover to cover as soon as it 
comes in. Debbie picks for the newsletter interesting 
reprints from the Jefferson County Journal, of which 
she probably has the entire publication, with its wealth 
of gossip and vital statistics. 

"YES" 
The JCNYGS Has A 

''REPOSITORY'' 
At the last meeting, Vice President Bob Van

Brocklin voiced a plea for a volunteer to open our re
pository. It's a shame that the carefully collected and 
organized material there is unused. If anyone in the 
area can spare an hour or so a month to man the re
pository before and possibly after our regular meet
ings, the second Monday of the month at the Flower 
Library, contact Vice President Bob. Members Char
lotte Brenon and Phyllis Putnam have it well organ
ized, so that items can be found quickly. It only lacks 
a person or persons to get the material out of the filing 
cabinet, and put it back after use. 

Our repository is located upstairs in the Flower 
Library in the opposite comer from the Dillenbeck 
room where our society meetings are held. Just take 
the door to the right as you get off the elevator. There 
is material that fills over a dozen file drawers and then 
some. While the following lists are of material in the 
repository, it is by no means up-to-date. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

After a drawer of society "stuff', there begins a 
drawer with Geographical areas/newsletters that in
clude: 
Berkshire Genealogist Canada 
Capital District (Albany) Clayton 
Cleveland Gen. Society Fonda Register 
Franklin Co. Henderson 
Heritage Quest Herkimer Co. 
Jefferson Co. Historical Jefferson Co. 
Jeff. Co. History-Everts Jeff. Co. History-Hough 
Jefferson Co. South Jeff. Co. Town Historians 
Jeff. Co. Compass Map Lyme-Town 
New England Northern NY/Canadian 
NYSCOGO Ontario Co. 
Ontario, Canada Orleans Co. 
Otsego Co. Rensselaer Co. 
Sackets Harbor Salt Lake City 
Saratoga Co. Schenectady Co. 
Schoharie Co. Seneca Co. 
St. Lawrence Co. Steuben Co. 
Tioga Co. Tompkins Co. 
Warren Co. Washington Co. 
Watertown Wayne Co. 
Wyoming Co. Yates Co. 

Another drawer contains our collection of fam
ily files including: 
Barnes Bennett Bibbins 
Brenon Brown Bruce 
Calhoun Carter Cole 
Cronk Dillenbeck Dixon 
Edmonds Ellsworth Flower 
Foster Fuller Gotham 
Hallett Hatch Hovey 
Howard Hubbard Jackson 
Joy Larkin Lepper 
Maine Maxim Mcinnis 
McComb Mellett Monroe 
Mosher Norton Ormsby 
Orr Peot Phillips 
Presler Purcell Putnam 
Reed Rhines Rogers 
Sheldon Sickles Simmons 
Sturtevant Switzer Town 
Ward Weaver Webb 
Whitfield Whitten Wilder 
William Tuttle Woodward Zoller 

Other material includes our past Informer 
newsletters; Watertown City Directories for 1855, 
1927, 67, 71, 79, 86-88; Watertown Board of Supervi
sors books for 1855, 1902, 1903, 1911, 1913, 1914; 
Roberts Rules of Order; Saints and Strangers (a 
novel); videos including "Out Of Your Tree-Crazy 
About Genealogy". 

Our repository has been well organized by 
Phyllis and Charlotte but we need an interested mem
ber or members to have the repository open to mem
bers before and after our regular meetings on the 2nd 
Monday of each month. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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NORTH COUNTRY VISITS 

Pioneers Settled On Road From Water
town Center to Burrville-James Rogers 
Settled Land Where Brookside Cemetery 
Now Is Before 1800-lron Forges Once 
Flourished at Both Communities. 

By ERNEST G. COOK 

Burrville via Watertown Center. 
The usual way of going to Burrville would be out the 

state highway from Watertown towards Copenhagen 
and many travel this route. But it is interesting to 
travel a new route. Especially when it takes us from 
one important pioneer center to another. We hear little 
of Watertown Center today, for Brookside has come to 
be the name for which this region is known. But in 
pioneer days Watertown Center was a real industrial 
center for it was right here that Roswell Bingham at an 
early day started a furnace for melting iron and began 
the manufacturing of edged tools and broadened out 
to include wagons and the much needed plows of the 
pioneers and other agricultural implements. He in
cluded in his plant a first class blacksmith shop and 
did a large business. He was one of the men who 
could shoe oxen, quite an intricate bit of work, and 
such shops usually had slings to raise the body of the 
ox when the shoeing was done, especially those on 
the hind feet. 

Of course we reach Watertown Center by going up 
Washington Street to the entrance of Brookside, the 
comers where the road turns to go towards Adams 
Center being the center to the pioneers. We are to 
turn left to go towards Burrville, but before we leave 
this section let us recall some of the pioneer families 
who located in this favored spot. 

James Rogers came at an early date. His deed 
was recorded in 1799, which would be ahead of most 
of the other Watertown settlers. He was the son of 
Lieutenant John Rogers of New Hampshire. Brook
side has absorbed the Roger farm, or at least that part 
in the triangle where Joseph Rogers built a house. A 
Ralph Rogers became a doctor who located in the city. 
Down the highway we pass the Hungerford place set
tled in 1801 by Timothy Hungerford. 

As we drive on towards Burrville we pass the Rex
ford place at the left and we must not forget that over 
at our right is the Jefferson County Farm school. But 
many years ago this section at our right was known as 
the land where the first horse-drawn rake in the county 
was made. It was Joseph Sheldon, born in Lisbon, 
Conn., in 1782 who came to the Watertown section in 
about the year 1801. He actually came to Herkimer 
county in the spring of 1801 where he worked, but in 
the fall, with a few other men, came to inspect the 
Black River country. They liked it and came to buy 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

land later. Some say he located in Rodman first and 
in the Watertown section later, but we find him making 
potash in 1804 on these lands at the right. He was a 
progressive man and at one time had a flock of over a 
thousand sheep and before that the first "dairy# as it 
was known, but a home cheese factory we might call it 
today. 

Mr. Sheldon was looking in Oneida county for some 
improved breeds of sheep and he saw a man raking 
hay with a horse. It was nothing more than a cedar 
post some twelve feet long into which sticks some 15 
inches long were inserted. These lay flat on the 
ground and the man walked behind holding on to two 
handles, as a plow, to manage the rake. A rope ran 
from each end to the harness on the horse to draw the 
rake. A boy sat on the horse to guide the animal and 
that completed the outfit. The man raised the handles 
of the rake when he wanted to dump it to leave the 
hay in the windrows. 

But we are far from our road and must not forget 
that we are passing through Sawyers Comers. Tho
mas Sawyer settled here about 1801 and it is an inter
esting study to follow the outcome of the members of 
this family. There was one who became judge of the 
supreme court of California. 

There are other names of pioneers to study but we 
must give our attention to Burrville, which we are ap
proaching, for we are now on the state highway and 
we will turn right to take the county highway and stop 
the car long enough to get a hurried survey of the 
place. Far off at the right is the Creek Valley school 
house, or No. 14 in the early days. 

This village we know as Burrville was early an in
dustrial center. much as was Watertown Center, only 
much greater. Here William Lampson built a cupola 
for melting iron and began the manufacture of agricul
tural implements. He is reported to have made the 
first plow with an iron moldboard ever to be fashioned 
in the entire region. This stream of water, with its long 
fall, was regarded in early days as one of the best and 
most favored water powers in the county and it was 
expected that a large ..... (rest of paragraph is not legi
ble from our source.) 

In those early years, Burrville was the capital of that 
section of the frontier. William Lampson built an axe
factory, with a water-driven trip-hammer for making 
edged tools. James Mann erected a tannery about 
1806, later managed by Deacon Theophilus Redfield , 
who also operated a shoe-shop. 

In 1809 a carding mill was built a little below the 
saw mill, and afterwards a cloth dressing shop was 
erected nearer the falls. A tavern, of course, had been 
among the earliest structures, conducted by Septimus 
S. Adams. 

Dr. Crafts P. Kimball was the first physician, begin
ning his practice at Burrville shortly before the War of 
1812 and founding Greystone farm. Potash, obtained 
by burning trees in clearing land, (cont. on pg. 17) 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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(continued from pg. 16) 
was a principal item of commerce. 

But the village of Watertown was growing too. For 
a while its residents were content to go out to Burrville 
Sundays for services in the Congregational Church 
founded by Rev. Ebenezer Lazelle. 

Eventually, though, they withdrew in 1811 and or
ganized their own church in Watertown, and it subse-
quently became the First Presbyterian Church. . 

This marked the beginning of the end for Burrv1lle 
as an industrial community. The Sandy Creek could 
not compete with the great force of the Black River. 
Deacon Redfield moved to Watertown, and his tannery 
was closed. About 1825 a Captain Sampson erected 
a blast furnace at the top of the falls, but it operated 
only a few years. The carding mill, the cloth dress 
works and finally the axe factory all closed their doors 
and were abandoned. 

Only the old mill with its ponderous stones and its 
whining saws remained in the sleepy village to remind 
the older residents of a by-gone day. Now the mill has 
no one to share its memories. 

A Bit Of Genealogy 

This is a narrative from my grandfather on the 
Wicks/Burnham family history. The key person we are 
really looking for is Mary Burnham. We believe she 
was born in NY because all the census records say 
so. We simply haven't been able to find her birth re
cords or parents anywhere in Jefferson County. Per
haps you could help us? 

Children of Benjamin 2nd were: Benjamin 
3rd, William, Philemon, John, Polly, Sarah, Amy, 
Welthy, Jane, and Renew. Benjamin 2nd and his 
brothers had moved to western New York near Wa
tertown (Oxbow) about 1800 A.D. Of the children of 
Benjamin 2nd, in which we are directly interested, are 
Philemon and Renew. Philemon was my father's fa
ther and Renew was my mother's mother. So my fa
ther & mother were cousins. Philemon Wicks was 
named for Phil Stacy, his grandpa. Philemon Wicks, 
born at Oxbow, N.Y. 1-15-1799, was married three 
times. Last wife, Mary (Jane) Burnham, our ancestor 
and mother of all the kids except Charles who never 
moved west, lived near Oxbow. Children of our direct 
family were Henry, John, Philemon, Martin, Elizabeth. 
The family moved to Princeton, Wisconsin about 1845. 
Grandfather Philemon died Oct.11, 1859. Grand
mother Mary Burnham Wicks was born Dec.5, 1808 
and died of cancer of the breast and I estimate the 
time as about Sept 15, 1870, Princeton, WI. 
Sincerely, Paul Andrews 

7210 Jordan Ave, #C-74, Canoga Pari<, CA 91303 
818-999-2158 

Paulandrews 77@aol.com 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Newspaper Extracts 
To Help With Your 

Connections To Canada 
As Jefferson County genealogical researchers proba
bly have many family connections to Canada, I 
thought you or some of your members might be inter
ested in this source I recently discovered. The pub
lisher extracts genealogical information from early 
newspapers of Ontario Province Canada & publishes 
them. The contact for these early newspaper extrac
tions is: 

Bur-Mor Publications, W. Craig Burtch 
359 West Gore, Stratford Ontario N5A 1 K9 
(519) 273 4481 

He will provide a list of publications available with very 
reasonable prices & good discounts for repeat custom
ers. Often volumes cover one year & cost from 4 to 7 
dollars Canadian. Some papers have upwards of 20 
volumes each covering a year. 

Some titles are: 
The Niagara Papers 
The Wentworth Papers 
Newspapers of the Western Gore 
Perth Papers including Stratford, Oxford etc. 
The London Papers 
The Middlesex Papers 
The Lanark Papers 
The Glengarrian 
The Ottawa-Carleton District 
The Simcoe Papers 
The Wellington Papers (Guelph Evening Mercury 32 
volumes) 
Frontenac (The Kingston Chronicle 6 volumes) 

(The Daily British Whig 10 volumes) 
(Kingston Papers composite) 

The Jarvis Record 
and others. 

Frank Fisher 
86 Fremont Ave Unit 106, Daytona Beach FL 32114 

FISHERFWF@aol.com 

That Time Again!!! 
All membership renewals 

Are due by July 1st 
$15 a person; $20 a couple 
$19 Canadian subscription 

Send to: 
JCNYGS, P.O. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Dear Aunty Jeff, 
In 1831 (Bethuel Fields, his wife Adelaide [Delia] 

Van Wormer Field[s], amd daughter Laura Anne Field 
[s] were somewhere in Jefferson County. I am curi
ous as to why this family would have left Jefferson 
County to go to north Michigan. 

Jody 
Dear Jody, 

Jefferson County was the destination, the far west, 
for many people in the 1798-1830 era. But after they 
got here, the county started filling up, and Jefferson 
County then became the jumping off place for all the 
Great Lakes states. In 1829 the Weiland Canal 
around Niagara Falls opened, and steam and sailing 
vessels could then go through to Lake Superior. 
Michigan, Wisconsin , Ohio ... all those states are full of 
settlements started by folk from Jeff Co. Look along 
the shores. 
Aunty Jeff 

Dear Aunty Jeff, 
On the 1900 census for Pamelia, I have a listing of 

someone at the County House, inmate. Would you 
happen to know what this institution was? Hospital, 
prison, or what? 

Chris 

Dear Chris, 
Also known as the County Home, it was the poor 

house, a place for the indigent, terminally ill or men
tally deficient whose family could not, or would not 
care for them. It was also a home for the homeless. 
Men and women who could get seasonal work (in the 
farming community this once was) that meant su~
mer. A few went in in the late fall, and came out m 
March or April to work as hired men, or whatever. 

Many such places had really bad reputatio~s . ~ut 
since 1 know of one man who regularly spent hts wtn
ters there, it couldn't have been too bad. This man 
was probably an alcoholic who drank his meager 
wages as he got them. Children were born there, be
cause there were no "single moms". An illegitimate 
child was illegitimate, and the mother was often cast 
off by her family. After having her child, she might find 
work somewhere, take her child and go. One woman 
put her three illegitimate children in the home, took the 
money their dead father left for their upkeep and led, 
one supposes, a merry life. The youngest, a three 
year old, fell in the nearby Black River and drowned, 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Letters may be sent snail mail: 
Aunty jeff, c/o Dixon, 15407 Dixon Rd., 

Cla)ton NY 13624 
or E-mail nandixon@Gisco.net 

and 1 think a second died of an illness in the home, 
so it was part orphan asylum also ... a warehouse for 
the unwanted. 

It was also the nursing home of the day for old 
folks whose care was too much for the busy farm
wife with her umpteen children and chores outside 
and in that would make today's busy single mom 
raising her children and working, cringe. 
Aunty Jeff 

Dear Aunty Jeff, 
1 downloaded some information from the 

familysearch 1880 census on the internet. Based 
on the index, I recently went to the nearby National 
Archives (NARA) and looked for two actual records. 
On one, there was an error. For another person, 
there was no listing for that person on family 
search, but I found them without any problem using 
the microfilm. What's going on? 

Carrie 
Dear Carrie, 

All records have errors. That is why it is so im
portant to look at the census page by page, look at 
court records page by page, etc. Some times the 
indexes change the spelling, sometimes they miss 
people. Sometimes the actual data provided is 
wrong on purpose! 
Aunty Jeff 

(Thanks to the Watertown City Historian's Office) 
Watertown City Hospital 

And Nurses Home Facing Pratt Street 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Jefferson County Historical Associations {Part 2) 
In order that our readers may be aware of the various small historical societies that are now in 

Jefferson County, we are creating a spot just for them. If you know of a society which we have omitted, or where 
the information is incorrect, please let us know immediately and we will include them in a future issue. For more 
information on some of these societies, refer to the July and September 2003 issues of the Informer as well as 
Part 1 published in the January 2005 Informer. 

Town of Watertown 
Historical Society 

Contact person: Bonnie Shafer and Ann Keefer 
Phone: 315-658-4774 
Address: lWHS 22867 County Route 67, Brookside 

Drive, Watertown, NY 13601 
Meeting place and time: 1:30pm on 4th Tuesdays at 

Municipal building town of Watertown -
address above. Welcomes new members. 

Email address: twhs@imcnet.net 
Museum or Repository: At present information stored 

on computer. Email requests. 

Cape Vincent 

No Historical Society as such, but a lovely museum 
with genealogical files. 

Contact person: Jeanne Thompson 
Phone: 315-654-3094 
Address: Box 376, Cape Vincent, NY 13618 
Museum or Repository: Lower James Street, at 

Ferry Dock. Open July 1-Labor Day, 
10-4, 7 days a week. Any other by 
Appointment only. 

Sackets Harbor 
Historical Society 

Contact person: Trish Pacilio 
Phone: 646-1708 
Address: P. 0. Box 398, Sackets Harbor, NY 13685 
Meeting place and time: Watertown Savings Bank, 

100 West Main; Sackets Harbor 13685; 
Third Monday @ 7:00 PM 

Email address: sackets harbor historical-
societv@hotmail. com 

Museum or Repository: No museum at present but 
should be back in their own quarters in the 
bank building by summer. They welcome 
members. 

Current project: Restoring the Samuel Hooker House 
On West Main. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.comf-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Redwood 
Historical Society 

Contact person: Daryl S. Brown 
Phone:315-482-7353 
Meeting place and time: Noah's Ark Nursery School, 

Lutheran Church, Redwood, 4th Tuesday, 
7P.M. 

Museum or Repository: None yet but they are working 
on it. 

Membership: Members welcomed. 

Lyme Heritage Center 
Contact person: Julia Gosier 
Phone: 315-649-5454 
Address: Main Street, Chaumont, NY 13622 
Meeting place and time: no regular meetings 
Email address: heritage@chaumontny.com 
Repository: Lyme Heritage Center in Chaumont 

Public Library, Main Street, Chaumont 
Note: The Heritage Center does not have members 

as such, but volunteers to work in the center 
are warmly welcomed. 

That Time Again!!! 

All membership renewals 
Are due by July 1st 

$15 a person; $20 a couple 
$19 Canadian subscription 

Send to: 
JCNYGS, P.O. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

-

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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120-Year-Oid School At Burrville Closes 
(From Watertown City Historian's Scrapbook) 

LAST CLASS SALUTES 
FLAG-On Fr;iday morning 
the last class of pupils to 
receive primary education in 
the 120-year-old stone 
school house at Burrville 
met to get report cards. As 
young Fred Lister holds out 
a comer of the Stars and 
Stripes, the others of the 
class stand in salute and 
pledge allegiance. 

HISTORIC BURRVILLE 
SCHOOL CLOSES-After 
attaining an age of 120 
years , the quaint little native 
limestone district school
house nestling in the hillside 
at Burrville ends its educa
tional career. It is one of the 
last of the early common 
schools of the county, giving 
way at last to centralization. 

By David F. Lane 
The historic little 120-year-old stone district 

school house of school district No. 9 of the town of 
Watertown, located in the hillside at Burrville, penna
nently ended its school service on Friday. Next fall its 
56 pupils will be transported to schools in this city, 34 
of them going to municipal public school, 14 to paro
chial school and eight to kindergarten. 

Meantime the windows of the old schoolhouse 
will be boarded up, its books and playground equip
ment sold. However, the building will be retained by 
the district for use in case of emergency and insurance 
will be continued upon the property. 

This was decided at an adjourned meeting of 
the district held on May 15, when Mr. William Hulbert 
presided and Mrs. Elizabeth C. Bunce, a fanner 
teacher in the school, acted as clerk pro tempore in 
the absence of Mrs. Daniel Sullivan, clerk. 

At that meeting Richard Ennis, of a committee 
of himself and Raymond Sawyer, named to work with 
School Trustee Raymond Churchill, reported on the 
problem of transportation of the children to and from 
the district and Watertown during the coming school 
year. A school bus to meet all state education require
ments can be purchased at a cost not to exceed 
$5,900 to the district, Mr. Ennis' report showed. The 
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Freeman bus line of Watertown would contract trans
portation for the year at a price not less than $3,500 
nor more than $4,200, and the Star Cab service of 
Watertown will contract to bring the kindergarteners 
to their individual homes at noon for $350 a year. In 
addition, it is proposed to obtain bids on chartering a 
bus. 

In the event that community organizations 
should desire to use the building for community pro
jects, the trustee is authorized to grant pennission. 
On July 1, Dr. Wilbur Bull will succeed Mr. Churchill 
as trustee. 

Down through the 12 decades of operation 
of this quaint little schoolhouse not far from John 
Burr's mill, which was the first grist mill in the town
ship of Watertown, hundreds of Jefferson County 
citizens have received the foundation of their educa
tion. Prominent among them, to mention only a few, 
have been the Kimballs, the Hardys, the Wilsons, 
the Bibbinses, Graggs and others well known, but 
too numerous to mention. 

While this school was equally as famous as 
the old Eames or Model schoolhouse in the Middle 
Road district of the town of Rutland, which was 
closed more than a year ago, county and town histo-
rians, for some unknown reason, (cant pg. 21) 
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(cont. from pg. 20) 
have failed to put its story in the printed record. Practi
cally nothing is mentioned about it in any of the county 
histories. 

For the past 80 years at the very least, it has 
been known as the schoolhouse of District 9 of the 
town of Watertown but, if the county records are cor
rectly read, it started 120 years ago as District 16 of 
the towns of Watertown and Rutland, the boundary 
line between them being but a matter of feet east of 
this schoolhouse. 

It is to be presumed, in the absence of any 
presented record to the contrary, that the schoolhouse 
was constructed of native limestone in 1836, under 
which Abel Harvey and his wife Polly of the town of 
Watertown sold a plot of 28 2/3 rods of land for $25 to 
George W. Jenks and Abel Harvey of Watertown and 
Dr. Crafts P. Kimball of the town of Rutland, school 
trustees of District 16 of the townships of Watertown 
and Rutland. The deed describes the lot as starting at 
a cedar hub in the center of the road at the southwest 
corner of Dominick Huntington's lot, known as the 
Converse lot in Burrville. 

Stone's county atlas of 1864 shows that the 
schoolhouse at that point was that of District 16, but 
the Robinson atlas of 1888 gives the schoolhouse in 
the identical location as in District 9. When the num
bering of the districts was changed and when the 
township of Rutland withdrew from District 16, there 
appears to be no record. It is likely that Rutland did so 
to establish a new district of its own. 

If that assumption is correct, the schoolhouse 
further up the Watertown-Copenhagen road in the 
Archer neighborhood towards Eames Comers and 
designated upon the Robinson atlas map of 1888 as 
Dist. 2 is likely the answer. 

Dr. Crafts P. Kimball, one of the original trus
tees of Dist. 16, came to the area in 1810 and was the 
first physician in the town of Rutland. He resided in 
the big stone house a little further up the Watertown
Copenhagen state road. 

A scanning of some of the record books of the 
district back in the 1880's reveals some interesting 
items. One of these relates to the heating of the 
school. Good body hardwood was the fuel and one 
item concerned a contract with A. St. John to deliver 
eight cords of it, four feet in length, at the beginning of 
the next September term at a total of $22. Drinking 
water for the school came from a clear, cold spring a 
few rods away. Kerosene lamps provided the illumina
tion until quite a recent time, when electricity was in
stalled. 

The late Elon 0. Andrus, prominent Rutland 
farmer and historian was a teacher in this school in the 
early 1880's. Other teachers were Nettie Ryel, 
Charles W. Bibbins, Margaret Rowe, Emma Barrett, 
Kate McDonald, Clara E. Todd, Grace Rice and Ella 
Hosford, to mention a few. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

In more recent years, Mrs. Eugene H. 
(Elizabeth) Bruce taught. The present teacher is Mrs. 
William B. (Thelma) Eves of Carthage R.F.D. 2. The 
school now has central heat and running water. The 
scope of teaching runs through the sixth grade. 

Marriage Proposal 

Hi Nan, 
Here's an interesting item I saw on Ebay. Its a 

letter of marriage proposal. ... 1841 Rochester, NY 
stamp less MARRIAGE PROPOSAL! Maybe you or 
someone you know would be interested. 

Chris Morrell 

It's a stamp less folded letter written Septem
ber 21 , 1841 by "E.A.H." in Rochester, New York and 
sent to Miss Caroline Congar at Sackets Harbor in 
Jefferson County, New York. 

The writer asks Miss Congar to marry him: 
"Miss Congar, I wrote you eight or nine days since, I 
have received no reply. When I wrote I expected an 
immediate reply, but whether that appeared in my let
ter, I cannot remember. Should I receive from you a 
letter this week and that letter consent to our marriage 
the 29th instant, I shall not fail to be at Sacketts that 
day if the divine will do not positively forbid in other 
words if I am alive and can possibly get there and I 
shall be ready for the ceremony. If I receive from you 
no communication this week I shall consider the event 
as fixed by your last to be set down for the last of Oc
tober and perhaps I shall not be at Sacketts before 
that time .... " 

Wow - this guy is putting an enormous amount 
of confidence in the post office! I just wonder if he 
showed up in October .... in his tux ... and Miss Con gar 
was more puzzled than anyone. It would be interest
ing to research whether these two actually got mar
ried. 

Postmark is a red Rochester, NY CDS with a 
PAID mark plus a 5 cent and 12 cent rate mark (not 
sure why it has both?) Plus nice black wax seal re
mains. Letter fully intact and in great shape. 

Reminder! 
Dues are due by July 1st! 

See back cover! 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Queries 
Send Queries to: Suzanne L Hm"-ard, POB 24, Chippewa. Bay, 1\TY 13623; LemmonMinnie@hounail.com; Subject lnfom1er 

EVANS/CRIPPEN mation. They were married in Watertown about 1875, but it 
Anyone with information on documentation in Jefferson was after the 1875 state census. I have a copy of the 1875 
County, NY on Elizabeth Anthony (1 Charles) Evans Crip- state census - Nellie DuBois (18 yrs old) was living in Wa-
pen & (2) Levi Crippen is asked to contact me. They are last tertown with her parents, so she was born about 1857. Sam-
found on the 1830 Antwerp, Jefferson Co., NY Census. In uel Keyes was listed as living in the city of Watertown, 22 
1835, Levi was appointed guardian for Elizabeth's children yrs. old, occupation marble cutter. He was born in Wadding-
from her marriage to Charles Evans. Nothing further known ton ca. 1853. That's about all I have on them. I have not 
about Levi. Elizabeth & blended children migrated ca. 1836 found any children of this marriage. Thank you, May Rock 
to Michigan, Arkansas & Texas with Evans families. One 237 E. Camden Avenue, El Cajon, Ca. 
dau, Gulia Evans Cooper, & son, Burton Evans, remained MRockinEC@aol.com 
in NY. Any help appreciated. Earlayne Chance WILLARD/LEWIS 

220 Oak Hills Drive, Kerrville, 7X. 78028 "Born August 3 1869 of French -Indian parentage, Albert M. 
www.echancestudio.com Lewis, of the state of New York, County of Jefferson, mar-

echance@ktc.com ried Jeanett Willard of Jefferson County in the state of New 
LOKEIDEARIFARQUHARSON 
I am researching Loke, Dear & Farquharson. William Loke 
b. mid 1800s in England emigrated to Ontario Province, 
Canada & md Mary Dear, b. Canada. One of their children 
William Edward Loke md Anna Chartotte Farquharson in 
Watertown, New York. They later bought a farm in Oswego 
County. Frank Fisher 

86 Fremont Ave Unit 106, Daytona Beach FL 32114 
FISHERFWF@aol.com 

KINNEY/BURHANS/TAYLOR 
Have been trying to do a bit of genealogical research & am 
not quite sure where to look. My great grandfather, Joseph 
Kinney came from Champion, NY. He was a bugle boy in 
the Civil War. I have his bugle & discharge papers but do not 
know where to look for info. Just wondered if you might be 
able to give me a bit of guidance on this matter. Burhans & 
Taylor are also family names. Thank you so much! 

Jean Quinn 
131 Old Gage Hill Rd., N Pelham, NH 03076 

JQ4252@aol.com 
FOSTER/GOULDBY/SHURTLEFF/SHURTLIEF/SHURLIFF 
I am looking for any info on earty settlers of Antwerp, NY. 
Edward Foster & Edward Foster Jr. Per Our County & its 
People. A descriptive Work on Jefferson County pg. 428, 
they settled Antwerp in 1806. Edward Foster b. Rochester, 
MA, 3 July 1738 & d. Broome, NY, Jan 1828. Edward Fos
ter Jr. b. Hardwich, MA, 6 Apr 1769 & d. 30 Dec 1809 & I 
believe is buried in Kinne Cemetery. I would like proof of 
that. My records show he md Louisa Gouldby, Lovisa (Vire) 
(Vise) Shurtleff/ShurtliefiShurliff). I would really like to 
know his wife's true name & any other info about her. The 
same book on Jefferson county, page 432 shows the First 
Congregational church was organized July 1819 & the origi
nal members induded Edward Foster & Mrs. Foster. I 
would like to know if this was Edward Foster the first or Ed
ward Foster the third as Edward Foster Jr. had died by that 
time. Also, which Mrs. Foster does this refer. On 31 May 
1807 they had a son John Chipman Foster in Antwerp (I am 
looking for proof of this birth). Thank you for any help you 
can give me. Leroy Cech 

212 Interlachen Road, Birmsville, MN 55306 
952-435-7621 

Cechx@comcast.net 
DU BOIS/KEYES 
I am looking for information on Samuel & Nellie DuBois 
Keyes. I have them on the 1880, 1900 & 1920 census. In 
the 1890 Child's Business Directory of Ellisburg, Samuel & 
C. G. DuBois had a general merchants store on the comer of 
Main & Washington. I hope to fin~ obituary & cemetery infor-

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

York, on December 30, 1901 with Pastor Cheasman officiat
ing." This Information found in 1921 in an old family bible 
owned by my grand mother . Information was passed on to 
me in 1985. Albert had a sister Kattie (Sweet). This is all the 
information I have on my great grand parents before 1907. I 
do not know their parents etc. Any help to locate birth or 
marriage records would be greatly appreciated. Thanks, 

DALLENBACH 

Penny Jenkins 
Rigby, Idaho 

Mipenjen@msn.com 

I descend from Jorg Martin Dallenbach. I have been trying 
to obtain any family pictures. My gg grandmother was Jennie 
Dillenback, daughter of Jasper Dillenback, son of Henrich 
Dillenback. I have been doing extensive research, and only 
have pictures of Jennie , Dora Dillenback. Thank you for 
your help, Michelle 

McCONKEY/RUTTAN 

Ontario, Canada 
mtolisano@sympatico.ca 

I am seeking information on Elizabeth McConkey whose 
marriage to Matthew Ruttan (born 1802 in Adolphustown, 
Co. of Lennox & Addington, Upper Canada, i.e., Ontario, 
Canada) took place in January 1845 in Cape Vincent, New 
York. Can anyone identify Elizabeth's parents or give any 
data on the McConkey family? Elizabeth was listed as born 
in Ireland in 1818. After the marriage she moved to Canada 
with her husband Matthew Ruttan. 
A McConkey family (parents: Richard & Jane (nee Hillock) 
McConkey-both born 1781) & their eight children varying in 
age from 27 to 5 years (John- b. 1805, Charles- b. 1811, 
Jane- b. 1814, Elizabeth- b. 1816, Maria- b. 1819, Richard
b.1822, William- b. 1823 and Clemina- b. 1827) emigrated 
from Co. Monaghan, Ireland, to Orleans County, New York, 
about 1832. This family moved to Canada in the mid-1830s 
but there seems no trace of the daughter Elizabeth-b. 1816 
in the Canadian records. This would suggest that Elizabeth 
did not come with the rest of her family to Canada or re
turned from there to the U.S. at an early date. I am wonder
ing if the Elizabeth McConkey, therefore, who is named 
above as having been married in Cape Vincent, is the miss
ing Elizabeth, daughter of Richard and Jane McConkey. 
Any information on Elizabeth McConkey, specifically, or on 
the McConkey family in general would be much appreci
ated. Thank you, Peter McConkey 

108-795 Sherbrooke St., PETERBOROUGH, Ontario K9J 
2R2 Canada 

Telephone: (705) 743-6387 
peter.mcconkey@cogeco.ca 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Queries Continued 

ALLARD/GRANT 
I am looking for information regarding my grandmother, Ber
tha L. Allard Grant. She md Clifford Allard, 1902, Bur1ing
ton, Iowa; & they moved back to Watertown. Clifford d.1909 
& then she remarried, DeWitt C. Grant, I believe in 1910 in 
Watertown. I do not have specific data. Mr. Grant was killed 
on May 15, 1915 & from that time forward I have no informa
tion about what happened to my Grandmother. I would ap
preciate any information you might have or ways I might 
obtain i!. Thank you. 

ROGERS 

David Allard 
4275 Owens Road, #514, Evans, GA. 30809 

DHAIIard@aol.com 

I am seeking information on the Asel Rogers family of Phila
delphia, Jefferson County, New York. Asel was b.1 April 
1800 & d. Philadelphia on 26 May 1884. Burial Quaker 
Cemetery. He had 12 siblings including Warren S, Esther, 
Asel Jr., Samuel S, Elisha, William, Mary Ann, Char1es, 
Betsey, Amelia, Henry, & Cornelia. Most are buried in the 
Quaker Cemetery or the Sandy Hollow Cemetery in Philadel
phia. Would love to hear from anyone associated with this 
family. Any information would be of value. With Thanks, 

CLARK 

Wayne Rogers 
1 Neil Place - Box 237, 7iverlon, Ontario NOG2TO 

stretch@bmts.com 

I am seeking information on a William Allan Clark, b. in Wa
tertown, NY, in 1844. Unknown parents. G-grandmother's 
brother who served in the Union Army from Iowa. Any infor
mation would be appreciated. 

Nancy Denton 
620 W 7th Avenue 

Spokane, WA 99204 
NancyDenton@cs.com 

WILLIAMS/NEWVILLE/NEVILLE 
I am looking for any information on Williams C. Williams, b 
July 1825, m. Rachael Newville/Neville about 1847. She 
was b. 1824. Their first child, Mary, was b. Brownville, 24 
Nov 1848. They were still living in Brownville at the 1850 
census. He was listed as a stove maker or it might read 
stone mason. Rachel's brother may have been Sylvanus 
Newville, also residing in Jefferson. They had moved to 
Iowa by 1856 & were a pioneer family in the town of Clarks
ville, Bulter Co. Please contact: 

CRAMER/BAILEY 

Marlys Williams 
423 College, Iowa Falls, lA 50126 

jmw423@peoplepc.com 

I am searching for a descendant of Char1es Henry Cramer & 
wife Olive Jane Bailey of Rutland. Olive Jane was the 
daughter of Timothy Bailey & wife Sarah Brown. I have 
framed pictures of Timothy & Sarah to send to a proven de
scendant, no charge except shipping. Descendant surnames 
could be Cramer, Atwater, or Twining. I am descended 
from Sarah Brown's brother Caleb. Research on this family 
has been done by Nellie M. Beenfield of Watertown, whom I 
have not been able to reach. 

Louanne Barrett 
LouanneRuth@comcast.net 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

True W. Williams 1839-1897 

(Photo from Jefferson Co. Historical Society) 
While the Williams family was from Allegany 

County where Truman was born, they moved to Burr
ville and later to Watertown. True's father Asa was a 
former overseer of the county roads but he went West 
during the gold rush of 1849 and died in California in a 
drowning accident. True's mother Louisa and his sis
ter Rhoda were lifelong residents of Watertown. 
Rhoda married William Sherman, son of a prominent 
Watertown banker. She later became a director of the 
local orphanage and a leader in the New York 
women's suffrage movement. 

True married Carrie Heath who died in Illinois 
with his premature son Truman Paul. True later mar
ried Carrie's sister Rose but that marriage ended in 
divorce. He dedicated his book Frank Fairweather's 
Fortunes to his niece Bertha who was Rhoda Williams 
Sherman's only surviving daughter and acquaintances 
around Burrville and Watertown believed some of the 
characters in the book were based upon people from 
his old hometown. 

True Williams is know best as the illustrator of 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer where he would be 
the first artist to bring visual life to Tom Sawyer and 
Huck Finn. True died at age fifty-eight in Chicago on 
November 23, 1897. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13601 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O. Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315) 387-2155 

genealogist13083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
(will research August through March) 

P.O. Box220 
Belleville, NY 13611 
Rhodes@Gisco.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830- 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 
to 1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a 
chart showing the formation of Jefferson County 
Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 

Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
PO Box6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

If you would like to save on postage, you may pick one 
up from Jean Coyne (Evans Mills), Pauline Zach 
(Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin (Dexter). 

REMINDER! I 
All membership renewals 

Are due by July 1st 
$15 a person; $20 a couple 
$19 Canadian subscription 

Send to: 
JCNYGS, P.O. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
WATERTOWN, NY 

PERMIT NO. 112 
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Correspondence about dues, memberships, and lost Informers should be directed to: 
Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net Web site: httpJ/rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer~effsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: 2nd Vice President Recording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Linda Malinich Robert VanBrocklin Jean Coyne Jeny Davis Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28 Kevin Dr. 15992 Foster Pk. Rd. 28808 NYS Rte 37 P.O. Box 275 909 Washington St. P. 0. Box 297 
Rochester, NY 14625 Dexter, NY 13634 Evans Mills, NY 13637 Clayton, NY 13624 Watertown. NY 1360 I Brownville, NY 
malinichl@.attglobal.nct bolovb@usadatanet.net icovne@northnet.org maridavis@aol.com chopkins@imcnetnet 13625 
585-586-9267 315-639-6515 315-629-4696 315-686-34 75 315-786-7668 315-788-0959 

The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon(@gisco.net. editor; Clancy Hopkins, chopkins,'@jmcnet.net. pub
lisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net. ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor
rello@worldnet.att.net; Jean Coyne, jcovne@.northnet.org; Jeny Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol Garnsey, cgarnsey@Gisco.net; Bob 
VanBrocklin, bolobh@usadatanet.net; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel free to contact any of the above for suggestions or com
ments regarding this newsletter, published six times a year - January, March, May, July, September and November. A special Surnames 
issue has also been published in December. 

The articles in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way offen
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

~~ 
OFFICE AHD 5TOR£ 0~ E:;: M ""C!!UC'. T'H'Itll MILE llAY. N . Y. 

Ms. Jackie S. Zimmer of Lake Havasu City, Arizona 
sent us this post card dated July 1914 from Lottie 
Bennett of 3 Mile Bay to her parent Mrs. John Milton 
Bennett in Flint, Michigan. Thanks Jackie 

"Gouverneur Bicentennial Kicks Off' 
Wednesday, May 18th a benefit "soiree" kicked off 
the bicentennial celebration for the town of Gou
verneur. Look for other events this summer espe
cially during September 9, 10, and 11. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Directory Name Change 
Correction: (Name from January Informer changes) 
Carol G. Heimberg 
P. 0. Box 6406 
Syracuse, NY 13217 

FAMILY REUNIONS 

Carter Family Reunion 
July 2. Held at Cedar Point. Bring your own bev
erage, and a dish to share. For further details, call 
(607) 898-3492 

Cheevers-Halladay Reunion 
July 10 at noon. Cape Vincent Recreation Park, 
James Street, Cape Vincent. 

Dillenbeck Reunion 
August 6-7. This year the entire 2 day event will 
be held in Fort Plain, NY to take advantage of their 
celebration of the 1780 "Holding Down the Fort'' Days. 
Please call or write Rose Dillenbeck, Secretary for the 
Dillenbeck Reunion, 177 Haskins Rd, Johnson City, 
NY 13790, E-Mail address: dillenbeckreunion@att. net, 
Phone# (607)748-0001. 

Coming in September Informer 
We will feature the Town of Wilna. Members are en
couraged to send in information, stories and photos 
relating to the Town of Wilna. Contact editor Nan 
Dixon. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

April Meeting 

Julia Gosier is the Town of Lyme Historian and Presi
dent of the Lyme Heritage Center. Julia has compiled 
several notebooks of coroner's reports from the Jeffer
son County Supervisors' books. If, between the years 
of 1818 and 1954 an individual died violently or with
out the presence of a doctor, he may have been the 
subject of one of these coroner's reports. Julia had 
those books at the meeting and spoke to the society 
about her work. She also brought her books on Com
mittals as well. After Julia's talk, members were in
vited to sit at the tables and go through the books and 
most everyone stayed to look at the books. Many 
mentioned that they needed to get some dates and 
names from home and then come back to the books. 
Julia mentioned that the books are available at the 
Lyme Heritage Society and she also had a second set 
at her home. It was recommended that you call ahead 
to be sure the Center is open and the books are avail
able to you. 

Julia Gosier, Town of Lyme Historian, and 
JCNYGS Phyllis Putnam look at one of 
Julia's notebooks of coroners reports. 

Jefferson County Bicentennial Events 
Historical Articles 
• Several of the Local Government Historians 

will be writing historical art.icles and 
submitting them to various local 
newspapers in the next couple of months. 
(TI Sun, Carthage Tribune, and the 
Jefferson County Journal.) 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

May Meeting 

Introducing herself as a former kindergarten teacher, 
guest speaker, Martha Grimes of the Alexandria 
Township Historical Society presented the evening's 
program with a most interesting account of the life of 
Andrew Cornwall and the formation of Alexandria 
Township Historical Society. From Andrew Cornwall 
V also being the 51

h born child in the Cornwall family of 
Putneyville, NY, to a ship master moving freight and 
goods from Montreal to Lake Ontario, to work with the 
Redwood Glass Company and Azariah Walton's Gen
eral Store in Alexandria Bay, to what was to become 
the Cornwall Brothers Store, Martha used a variety of 
photos, books, and visual aids to support her presen
tation. 

The end of the Civil War ushered in a period of pros
perity for the store and the 1000 Islands as the play
ground of the rich and famous with names such as 
George Pullman, George Boldt, Frederic Remington, 
President U. S. Grant, Gen. Sherman, Gen. Sheridan, 
President Chester Arthur, Irving Berlin and many oth
ers. With the Stock Market crash in 1929, the Corn
wall Brothers Store closed. In 1934 it was taken over 
by the government and used as a Post Office and the 
U. S. Customs station until the 1960's. After being 
neglected and abandoned, the Mayor of the village 
condemned the building in 1973 but the building was 
sold for $1 to the newly formed Alexandria Township 
Historical Society. 

Mrs. Grimes had the Calendar of 2005 Summer 
Events for the Cornwall Brothers Store and Heritage 
Arts Museum available for everyone present as well as 
a new postcard with "Some Thousand Islands Trivia." 
After several questions members took the opportunity 
to look over the materials Mrs. Grimes brought to the 

Nan Dixon introduced Martha Grimes and here she 
holds "The Gadgef that Martha brought with her. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCNYGS MINUTES 
APRIL 11,2005 

Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to order with 22 
people. in attendance. Th~ minutes were read and approved 
by motion of Clancy Hopkrns and seconded by Pauline Zach. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr reported an April 9th balance of 
$6745.98. The complete report was attached. Patti Hopkins 
moved to approve the report and Dick Kemmis seconded. 
Passed. 

Corresponding Secretary Clancy Hopkins reported keeping 
current with ?I few queries with emails but in general thmgs 
were very quret. 

No repository chairman has been found. Nan Dixon sug
gested we put sheet protectors on each drawer and anybody 
who puts something in the repository write it down so that 
eventually someone can redo the inventory. Phyllis Putnam 
mentioned that she already has the present inventory on her 
computer and would update it with any entries put on the file 
drawers. 

President Linda mentioned for the publicity committee that 
she took care of the email meeting notices and that Phyllis 
had contacted the newspapers. 

Program Committee Coordinator Phyllis Putnam mentioned 
October's meeting at Lyme Heritage Center and Julia Gosier 
mentioned Saturday, October 8th at the Town Office at 1:30 
and we could walk across the street to the Heritage Center 
afterwards. Lis Couch will do the June Meeting and Martha 
Grimes fr<?m the Alexandria Bay Hi~tori_cal Society will be our 
May meetrng. The December meeting rs still open. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Newsletter Committee that the 
May issue is in the hands of the publisher and July's In
former is under way. 

Clancy Hopkins mentioned for the Surname Committee that 
there were a few new members and their lists of surnames 
to add. Clancy also mentioned that our 2004 "Blue Card" will 
now be a 2005 "Orange Card". 

Publications Committee Chairman Bill Dixon turned his re
port over to AI Seymour who had the all names index to the 
Informer done from 1994 through the first 2 issues of 2005 
on COs and in PDF format. On the disks he has the Adobe 
Reader for anyone who _purchases the disk and doesn't al
ready have the Adobe Reader on their comfuter. A price 
has been set for $7 and $10 if it is mailed ou. He had cop
ies at the meeting for anyone who would like one. There are 
over 60 000 names. The society gave AI a big round of ap
plause for his work. Bill Dixon mentioned that AI should sub
mit any future expenses to Treasurer Hollis Dorr for reim
bursement. AI has donated all the materials to the society 
so far. 

Nan Dixon mentioned for the Resource Committee that their 
trip to the town of Rutland has resulted in possibly a new 
member as they found out one of our Informer issues was 
about Rutland. 

For the Surrogate Committee, Jean Coyne mentioned that 
Bob VanBrocKlin reported 37 and another one tonight for 
sales of the Will Book. Jean also mentioned that work will 
start soon on the next book of abstracts. 

President Linda read a letter from Marge Warner of the State 
of Georgia mentioning how pleased sne was with the Wills 
Book. 

Old Business: President Linda reiterated Alice Corbett's re
quest for volunteers in the Genealogy room. 

New Business: Nan Dixon mentioned that JCNY 1850 Cen-

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

sus on Alice Corbett's web site is a matter of concern for 
what would happen to it should Alice not be available in the 
future. Nan also mentioned the Palatine Celebration of the 
June 12, 1710 Immigration Day is planned for June 12 2005 
at the Herkimer Home just east of Little Falls with a varied 
program beginning at noon with a church service food and 
speaker Nan Dixon. ' ' 

Clancy Hopkins moved to adjourn with a second from Hollis 
Dorr. 

JCNYGS MINUTES 
MAY 9, 2005 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to order with 19 
people in attendance. The minutes were read and approved 
by motion of Jean Coyne and seconded by Hollis Oorr. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr reported a May 6th balance of 
$6244.25. The complete report was attached. Nan Dixon 
moved to approve the report and Elaine Jobson seconded. 
Passed. 

Corr~sponding Secretary Clancy Hopkins emailed Vice 
Presrden.t Boo Van~rock_lin to report. keeping current with a 
few quenes by emarl but m general thrngs were very quiet. 

President Linda mentione.d for t~e pub!icity committee that 
she took care of the emarl meetmg notrees and that Phyllis 
had contacted the newspapers. 

Program Committee Coordinator Phyllis Putnam asked June 
Program Chairperson Lis Couch to mention June's program 
Lis me.ntion~ that Shawn Doyle will present a program ori 
Canadran-lnsh research. AI Seymour mentioned for the July 
meeting that Robert Arnold will present our program on why 
our ancestors left Connecticut for New York State. Nan 
Dixon reminded us of our August program by Dr. Marilyn 
Van Dyke on "Your Right To Know Your Family·. 

~ill Dixon rep9rted fo~ the newsletter committee that the May 
rssue was marled on trme and the July issue is under way. 

Publications Committee Chairman Bill Dixon mentioned that 
several things were in th.e discussion stage including a pos
srble update to the Pedrgree Book and computerization of 
the Informer. AI Seymour told the society that the first 4 
years of the Informer have been put on a CD for a cost of 
$20.00 or $23.00 if mailing is required. 

Bonnie Borrello mentioned for the resource committee that 
there is discussion about the possibility of the 3 binders of 
resource material now in the repository being put on a CD 
and made available to libraries and indrviduals. Bonnie also 
encouraged anyone who would like to visit various villages 
and town histonans to contact her. 

For the surrogate committee, Jean Coyne asked Vice Presi
dent Bob VanBrocklin to update the sales of the Wills Book. 
Bob has a list of 43 books sold to date. 

Old Business: President Linda asked for any ideas on a re
pository chairman. A short discussion followed but no volun
teers. 

New Business: Nan Dixon mentioned the possibilities for 
another pedigree book and the work involved. 

Pauline Zach moved to adjourn with a second from Phyllis 
Putnam. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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The following are 2 of our future programs for the 
JCNYGS on Monday nights, 6:30, at Flower Library. 

HOW DID THEY HAPPEN TO COME 
HERE? 

Robert W. Arnold Ill 
Jefferson County Genealogy Society 

Watertown 
11 July 2005 

I've learned that family history and local history are 
pretty close to being the same thing and that neither 
one occurs in a vacuum. There are reasons that our 
ancestors did things that cannot be explained entirely 
by personal quirks or purely local causes. Our most 
personal histories - those of our families and our com
munities - often are influenced by events that hap
pened very far away and sometimes very long ago. At 
their most interesting, infuriating, and romantic, family 
and community history are sort of like chaos theory in 
which the flap of a butterfly's wings in an Amazon rain
forest may change the world. Why our ancestors came 
to New York was due to causes way beyond their con
trol and perhaps beyond their - and our- comprehen
sion. The figurative flutter of that Amazonian butterfly's 
wings may have been manifest as religious ferment, 
pestilence, poverty, war, or social upheaval as much 
as it was in some ancestral self-selection for more per
sonal, political, religious or economic freedom. 

Robert W. Arnold Ill is a career public histo
rian. He is presently Chief of Government Records 
Services at the New York State Archives, directing a 
regionally based program of technical assistance and 
grants for local governments and providing services 
for state agencies. Arnold was Albany County Histo
rian for a number of years and directed numerous ar
chaeological excavations in the Capital District. He 
also directed the historic structures inventory of hun
dreds of Albany's buildings. Arnold is a longtime Com
missioner of Historic Resources for the City of Albany. 
He was founding president of the New York Associa
tion of Local Government Records Officers, is a recipi
ent of its Guy D. Paquin Award for leadership and is 
an honorary life member of that Association and of the 
Association of Public Historians of New York State. 

Arnold has taught colonial American, New York State 
and regional history for 23 years at the College of 
Saint Rose and is Co-Director of the College's Hud
son-Mohawk Institute. He has been teaching at the 
adult and college levels since 1973. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

"Your Right to 
Know Your Family" 

Dr. Marilyn Van Dyke is 
Town Historian for the l\ 
~~::i~f P~~~~~sab~r;{;g~: f'' 
for JCNYGS on Monday 
night August 8, at our regu- . '· 
lar meeting in the Dillen
beck Room at Flower Me
morial Library beginning at 
6:30 with a short business 
meeting, then Dr. Van 
Dyke's program. Dr. Marilyn Von Dyke 

Exhibit At Jefferson County 
Historical Society 

May 12 - The Jefferson County Historical Society 
opened an exhibit with artifacts from villages and 
towns all over the county as part of the bicentennial 
celebration. 

The exhibit is a "way for younger people to see his
tory come to life, since most towns don't have muse
ums of their own," said Justin W. · Jones, curator of 
the society's 228 Washington Street museum. "It is a 
way for rural towns to get their history out on display." 

The exhibit will be open to the public 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday and noon to 5 p.m. Sat
urdays through July. It was developed through the 
collaboration of the Bicentennial Committee and the 
historical society and coordinated by Mr. Jones and 
Benjamin J. Cobb, county historian. 

Jefferson County Bicentennial Events 

Black Granite Bench Project 
• Ten benches total. 
• One for each of eight, original Towns, and two 

in front of the County Office Building. 
• The Towns' benches will have a short Town 

history plus the 1805 Jefferson County Map. 
• The two County benches will have the 

bicentennial logo and the 1805 Towns and 
the 1805 Town Supervisors. 

• Benches will be etched and installed by 
COZZI Monuments. 

• We anticipate that the benches will be installed 
by August through September of this year. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Jefferson County 
Bicentennial Series 
Towns 

(Compiled by Benjamin J. Cobb, 
Jefferson County Historian) 

1800 - The Town of Champion was organized on 
March 14, 1800. It was named in honor of Henry 
Champion, a soldier in the American Revolution. In 
2000, the Town's population was 4,361 . 

1800 - The Town of Watertown was organized on 
March 14, 1800. It was named after the waterpower of 
the Black River. In 2000, the Town's population was 
4,482. 

1802 - The Town of Adams was organized on April 1, 
1802. It was named in honor of President John Ad
ams. In 2000, the Town's population was 4,782. 

1802- The Town of Brownville was organized on April 
1, 1802. It was named in honor of Jacob Brown, its 
first settler. In 2000, the Town's population was 5,843. 

1802 - The Town of Rutland was organized on April 1, 
1802. It was named after Rutland, Vermont. In 2000, 
the Town's population was 2,959. 

1803- The Town of Ellisburg was organized on Febru
ary 22, 1803. It was named in honor of Lyman Ellis, 
its first settler. Originally the Town was named Ellis
burgh, the h was removed in 1891. In 2000, the 
Town's population was 3,541 . 

1804 - The Town of Rodman was organized on March 
24, 1804. Originally it was named Harrison. In 1808, 
it was changed to honor Daniel Rodman, who was the 
clerk of the New York State Assembly at that time. In 
2000, the Town's population was 1, 147. 

1804 - The Town of Lorraine was organized on April6, 
1804. Originally it was called Malta. In 1808, they 
changed its name to Lorraine. It was named after 
Lorraine, France. In 2000, the Town's population was 
930. 

1806 - The Town of Henderson was organized on 
February 17, 1806. It was named in honor of William 
Henderson, an early landowner. In 2000, the Town's 
population was 1 ,377. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

1806- The Town of Hounsfield was organized on Feb
ruary 17, 1806. It was named in honor of Ezra Houns
field, an early landowner. In 2000, the Town's popula
tion was 3,323. 

1806- The Town of LeRay was organized on February 
17, 1806. It was named in honor of James LeRay de 
Chaumont. In 2000, the Town's population was 
19,836. 

1810- The Town of Antwerp was organized on April 5, 
1810. It was named after Antwerp, Belgium. In 2000, 
the Town's population was 1 ,793. 

1813 -The Town of Wilna was organized on April 2, 
1813. It was named after Wilna, Russia. In 2000, the 
Town's population was 6,235. 

1818- The Town of Lyme was organized on March 6, 
1818. It was named after Lyme, Connecticut. In 2000, 
the Town's population was 2,015. 

1819 -The Town of Pamelia was organized on April 
12, 1819. It was named after Jacob Brown's wife, 
Pamelia. In 2000, the Town's population was 2,897. 

1821 - The Town of Alexandria was organized on April 
3, 1821. It was named after one of James LeRay de 
Chaumont's son. In 2000, the Town's population was 
4,097. 

1821 - The Town of Philadelphia was organized on 
April 3, 1821. It was named after Philadelphia, Penn
sylvania. In 2000, the Town's population was 2, 140. 

1821 - The Town of Orleans was organized on April 
21 , 1821 . It was named after New Orleans. In 2000, 
the Town's population was 2,465. 

1833 - The Town of Clayton was organized on April 
27, 1833. It was named for Senator John M. Clayton. 
In 2000, the Town's population was 4,817. 

1841 - The Town of Theresa was organized on April 
15, 1841. It was named in honor of James LeRay de 
Chaumont's daughter. In 2000, the Town's population 
was 2,414. 

1848 - The Town of Worth was organized on April 12, 
1848. It was named in honor of General Worth. In 
2000, the Town's population was 234. 

1849- The Town of Cape Vincent was organized on 
April 10, 1849. It was named in honor of Vincent 
LeRay. In 2000, the Town's population was 3,345. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcoet.net 
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Jefferson County 
Bicentennial Series 
Villages & 
Communities 

(Compiled by Benjamin J. Cobb, 
Jefferson County Historian) 

1814 - The Village of Sackets Harbor was incorpo
rated on Apri l 15, 1814. In 2000, the Village's popula
tion was 1 ,386. 

1816- The Village of Watertown was incorporated on 
April 5, 1816. Watertown became a city on May 8, 
1869. In 2000, the City's population was 26,705. 

1828 - The Village of Brownville was incorporated on 
April 5, 1828. In 2000, the Village's population was 
1,022. 

1841 - The Village of Carthage was incorporated on 
May 26, 1841. In 2000, the Village's population was 
3,721 . 

1851 -The Village of Adams was incorporated on No
vember 11, 1851. In 2000, the Village's population was 
1,624. 

1853 - The Village of Cape Vincent was incorporated 
on July 8, 1853. In 2000, the Village's population was 
760. 

1853 - The Village of Antwerp was incorporated on 
July 30, 1853. In 2000, the Village's population was 
716. 

1855 - The Village of Dexter was incorporated on May 
8, 1855. In 2000, the Village's population was 1, 120. 

1871 - The Village of Theresa was incorporated on 
June 29, 1871. In 2000, the Village's population was 
812. 

1872 - The Village of Philadelphia was incorporated 
on January 16, 1872. In 2000, the Village's population 
was 1 ,519. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/~nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

1872 - The Village of Clayton was incorporated on 
April 17, 1872. In 2000, the Village's population was 
1,821 . 

187 4 - The Village of Chaumont was incorporated on 
May 16, 1874. In 2000, the Village's population was 
592. 
1878 - The Village of Alexandria Bay was incorporated 
on October 22, 1878. In 2000, the Village's population 
was 1,088. 

1879'" The Village of Mannsville was incorporated on 
May 16, 1879. In 2000, the Village's population was 
400. 

1889 - The Village of West Carthage was incorporated 
on March 18, 1889. In 2000, the Village's population 
was 2,102. 

1891 - The Village of Black River was incorporated on 
September 24, 1891 . In 2000, the Village's population 
was 1,285. 

1893 - The Village of Glen Park was incorporated on 
December 29, 1893. In 2000, the Village's population 
was 487. 

1895 - The Village of Ellisburg was incorporated on 
October 23, 1895. In 2000, the Village's population 
was 269. 

1907 - The first recorded military maneuvers in the 
Fort Drum area were in 1907, when it was called Fort 
Hughes. In 1951, it was named in honor of Lt. General 
Hugh A. Drum, who commanded the First Army during 
World War II. In 2000, the Fort's population was 
12,123. 

1921 - The Village of Deferiet was incorporated on 
March 28, 1921. In 2000, the Village's population was 
309. 

1921 - The Village of Herrings was incorporated on 
March 29, 1921. In 2000, the Village's population was 
129. 

1922 - The Village of Evans Mills was incorporated on 
October 7, 1922. In 2000, the Village's population was 
605. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Original 8 Towns 

Town of Adams 
Town of Brownville 
Town of Champion 
Town ofEllisburgh 
Town of Harrison (Rodman) 
Town of Malta (Lorraine) 
Town ofRutland 
Town of Watertown 

From The Editor: 
Ben Cobb, Jefferson County historian, provided the 
1805 map for this issue's cover. Notice that the Black 
River divides the county into nearly equal portions, 
and the northern part is all the Town of Brownville. The 
southern area, nearest the civilization of the Mohawk 
Valley, was settled earliest. 

Town of Brownville was carved up into eleven more 
towns, beginning with LeRay in 1806, making twelve 
towns north of the river, and ten towns in the south. 
See the modern map on page 23 for locations. Penet 
Square, a part of Brownville, was a special case. With 
the addition of a strip to the St. Lawrence River, sepa
rating what is now the rival river towns of Clayton and 
Alexandria, it became Orleans in1821. 

Other towns in order are Antwerp from LeRay in 1810, 
Wilna in 1813 from Leyden in Lewis County and 
LeRay, Lyme in 1818 from Brownville, Pamelia from 
Brownville in 1819, Alexandria, Orleans and Philadel
phia in 1821 from Brownville, Clayton in 1833 from 
Orleans and Lyme, containing two fifths of Penet 
Square, Theresa in 1841 from Alexandria, and lastly, 
Cape Vincent in 1849 from Lyme. 

The dates of the formation of the towns are particularly 
important to family researchers, who have ancestors in 
the town of Lyme, for instance. and can't find Lyme in 
the 1810 census. To say they were born in Lyme is 
misleading. Better to admit they were born in that part 
of the Town of Brownville which later became Town of 
Lyme. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

1805 Town Supervisors 

Nicholas Salisbury 
John Collins 

Noadiah Hubard 
Lyman Ellis 

Thomas White 
Asa Brown 

Clift French 
Corlis Hinds 

South of the Black River we see seven older towns. 
The question immediately comes to mind: if 2005 is 
the Jefferson County bicentennial, why do we see ear
lier dates on the map? Both Jefferson and Lewis 
Counties were formed from Oneida County at that 
time, and these towns already existed in Oneida 
County at the dates mentioned. Watertown: please 
bear in mind that we are referring to the Town of Wa
tertown, not the city, which didn't exist until1869. 

Houndsfield (originally spelled with a d) was formed 
from Watertown, and Henderson from Ellisburg, both 
in 1806. Worth was part of Lorraine until 1848. A list of 
the other towns follows: 

Lorraine was originally Malta 
Rodman was originally Harrison 
Worth 1848 from Lorraine 
Alexandria 1821 from LeRay & Brownville 
Antwerp 181 0 from LeRay 
Cape Vincent 1849 from Lyme 
Clayton 1833 from Orleans and Lyme (two fifths of 
Penet Square) 
LeRay 1806 from Brownville 
Lyme 1818 from Brownville 
Orleans 1821 from Penet Square in Brownville, with a 
strip to the St. Lawrence River 
Pamelia 1819 from Brownville 
Philadelphia 1821 from LeRay & Brownville 
Theresa 1841 from Alexandria 
Wilna 1813 from LeRay & Leyden 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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Difficulties of Early 
Mail Carrier Recalled 

(From a newspaper clipping) 

Dexter, Feb. 1- Forty-five years ago today, John 
Jumps of Watertown road, Dexter, left on the first run 
of a rural route out of the Dexter post office. Service 
on Route 1, covering Pillar Point, was begun Feb. 1, 
1905. Mr. Jumps carried the mail by horse and cutter 
that day. There were 88 families on the route at that 
time. 

Formerly, these residents had to go to the post office 
at the ferry on Pillar Point to get mail which was 
brought from Sackets Harbor across Black River Bay 
by ferry boat. Miss Louella Stone was postmaster of 
the Pillar Point office at the time it was closed. 

Mr. Jumps recalls that on his first run, which was on a 
Wednesday, he carried six copies of The Watertown 
Daily Times and 20 copies of the semi-weekly edition 
of The Watertown Times, which came out on Wednes
days and Saturdays. He soon delivered more of the 
daily editions, when subscribers found they could get 
the papers daily, by mail. 

Eight times in the winter months during the first four or 
five years that John Jumps was carrier, he covered the 
22 miles of his route on foot, because it was impossi
ble to get through the snow clogged roads with horse 
and cutter. In those years the carrier was not paid 
unless he delivered the mail. Later, a more lenient 
policy was adopted, under which the carrier had to 
make an effort to get through, but was not deprived of 
his pay, if he did not deliver the mail. 

Mr. Jumps said that there was no plowing of roads in 
those early years. The farmers would hitch their 
horses to large iron kettles, in which they would ride, 
and drag a path through the snow drifts. Four or five 
farmers driving side by side could do a fair plowing 
job, he recalls. 

He remembers that on one winter Saturday, when he 
left the Dexter post office at noon because the mail 
was late, a bad snow storm blew up and it was dark by 
the time he reached the ferry. He could not complete 
his route, nor get home that night. The following day, 
it took him from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. to make the six-mile 
trip home by horse and cutter. 

John Jumps was carrier on Route 1 for eleven years. 
The late Will Carpenter, who was substitute carrier for 
Mr. Jumps, then took over the route. Mr. Carpenter 
retired June 1, 1942, and was honored at a dinner in 
recognition of his 26 years of service. Irving P. Smith, 
the present carrier, succeeded Mr. Carpenter, and 
serves the 180 families now on the route. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Mail Service 
(From the JCNYGS Vice President, 

Bob VanBrocklin) 

In 1876 Samuel Roat became postmaster of Pillar 
Point. He was succeeded in 1878 by Adolphus 
Swartz, and in 1884 Harry Knowlton had the job. Fred 
Reeves was next in 1886 and in 1888 Miss Luella 
Stone became the last postmistress, serving until the 
office was discontinued in 1901 . 

A rural route was started out of Dexter in 1905 to ser
vice the south shore area. John Jumps was the first 
carrier. He was known as having the best three year 
old colt in town. He drove him occasionally on the 
route, & "all the residents on the line sat up & took no
tice when John drove out." He was succeeded by Will 
Carpenter who started about 1915 with a horse & 
buggy or sleigh and continued into the 40's. He ex
perimented unsuccessfully with tracks on his Model T 
wheels, like a snowmobile. Also he tried a closed-in 
cab on a sleigh big enough to hold a small stove. 
Cora Voodre delivered the mail for a time after Car
penter retired. 

Doris Brown remembers that when she was a child, 
John Bamford had the mail route out of Limerick that 
served the north shore residents. Ben Phelps also 
had that route and later Irving Smith was carrier. 

After there was less population, better roads, and 
snow plows the routes were consolidated into one, 
then Irving Smith covered the whole Point. Fred Boul
ton had the route a long time, and was one of the most 
popular mailmen The present mailman is Harold Bow
man. 

Of course, life did not always run smoothly. An item 
from the Watertown Times dated Jan. 27, 1875 states, 
"There were two deaths Sat. on Pillar Point during the 
recent snowstorm, and it was impossible for friends to 
reach Dexter and secure an undertaker until Tues. 
Then Men and teams started out through drifts, and 
made arrangements and got caskets." One was Nettie 
Douglass, daughter of Hubert and Anna Douglass who 
had been ill several weeks with typhoid fever. The 
other was the adopted daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 
Lonsdale who died of consumption. 

@Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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A PIONEER COUPLE 

DANIEL AND HANNAH HEWITT FOX 
(From JCNYGS member Kevin A. Kieff) 

Jefferson County is celebrating its Bicentennial in 
2005. Two hundred years of North Country history, 
from 1805 to 2005, is the focus of appropriate reflec
tion and celebration. 

As genealogy enthusiasts, it is very interesting and 
perhaps even a little instructive, to look back at some 
of our ancestors who arrived in this North Country wil
derness 200 years or more ago and established roots 
in what would become Jefferson County. 

Two such sturdy pioneers were Daniel and Hannah 
Hewitt Fox. Daniel Fox first walked into the wilds of the 
Black River Valley in 1799. Historical accounts ind i
cate that Daniel was accompanied on this exploratory 
journey by Loveland Paddock, an original settler of 
Watertown. Previously, Daniel had entertained settling 
in the southern tier but, not satisfied with the "lay of the 
land", broke off negotiations for the Chenango County 
tract. 

In 1800, Daniel together with this wife Hannah and 
baby Lydia, returned to settle the land Daniel had se
lected in the valley of Big Sandy Creek about 2 miles 
above what is now called the Village of Adams. There, 
on 500 acres he purchased in partnership with Zac
cheus Wallsworth, Daniel and Hannah would raise a 
family of six children. 

Born on March 1, 1771 in Groton, Connecticut Daniel 
was the son of John and Abigail Packer Fox. His fam
ily moved to Norwich, Ct. in 1776 and then to Guilford, 
Vermont in 1780 where Daniel's parents would re
main. Daniel, however, would move on to Galway in 
Saratoga County and subsequently to Fort Stanwix 
(now Rome, N.Y.). It is from Fort Stanwix that Daniel 
would head into the North Country wilderness in 1799. 

For seventy-three years, this pioneer couple would 
mark the passage of time and raise crops on his farm 
just over Lisk Bridge. Living to the remarkable age of 
102, Daniel would become known as "The Centenar
ian Farmer." He would outlive his beloved Hannah 
(who died in 1851 at the age of 76) and his two sons 
Levi and Hiram. His four daughters {lydia, the twins 
Almira and Elvira, and EJecta) would survive him. 

Perhaps Daniel's obituary summarizes, in words con
temporary to the man, the life of this Jefferson County 
Pioneer: 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

OBITUARY 
Death of a Centenarian 

Daniel Fox died at his residence in Adams, N.Y., June 
25th, 1873 aged 102 years, 3 months, 24 days. 

Mr. Fox was born at Groton, Ct. March 1st, 1771 from 
which place, when still a lad, he pushed through the 
western wilds to Saratoga, and thence still further 
through the wilderness to Rome (then Fort Stanwix). 
Soon afterwards he took up his line of march to the 
"Black River Country" and finally located about two 
miles from the present village of Adams. From 1799 to 
1873 he has, year by year, watched the seed-time and 
the harvest upon the same farm-the wonders in hus
bandry, in travel, in mechanics, passing before him 
like a dream. What changes-would that all were im
provements! {They were complaining about progress 
even in 1873, ed.) 

In recent conversation with him, he remembered Little 
Falls as simply a portage or "carry" in the river, and the 
entire county upon all sides of us as vast wilderness. 

Mr. Fox was a plain, practical farmer, whose long life 
has been one of noble examples- of contentment, of 
industry, of charity, of virtue. Generations have passed 
away before him and he has been spared, a noble 
monument of a well spent life. Temperate, regular and 
frugal in all his habits, at peace in mind, "with malice 
toward none, with charity for all," he seemed a con
necting link between the long-gone Past and the Pre
sent. Vigorous and robust even in later years, his 
memory went back to scenes which have long ago 
passed into history. (end). 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Daniel Fox lived a life that spanned from the Revolu
tionary War to the Civil War (his grandson De Alton 
Cooper died in the latter conflict. The GAR. Post in 
Adams was named for him). Fully one-third of Jeffer
son County's 200 year history was observed, and yes, 
to a small degree shaped by this sturdy pioneer. 

In recognition of the contributions Daniel and Hannah 
Hewitt Fox made to the early history of Jefferson 
County, in this bicentennial year efforts are underway 
to identify all of the descendants of this pioneer cou
ple. Readers are encouraged to contact the author 
should they have information on descendant lines. 

CHILDREN OF DANIEL AND HANNAH FOX 

1. Lydia. b 1798 d. 1878 Unmarried 
2. Hiram b 1801 d. 1858 

m. Eliza Ross dau of Laban Ross 
3. Almira b 1804 d. 1893 

m. Sampson Millard 
4. Elvira b 1804 d. 1892 

m. John Cowles Cooper 
5. Electa b 1808 d. 1897 

m. Capt. John Q. Adams 
6. Levi b 1812 d 1872 

m. Amy Wallsworth 

DESCENDANT SURNAMES 
OF DANIEL AND HANNAH FOX 

Dau. Almira Fox Millard 
Millard 
Dillen back 
Howe 
Kieff 
Booth 
Reff 
Strouse 
Green( e) 
Hall 
Sheldon 
Thomas 
Carroll 
Curtis 

Son Hiram Fox 
Milo Fox 
desc. ? 

Ed. Notes: 

Dau. Elvira Fox Cooper 
Cooper 
Gilbert 
Stebbins 
Sherman 
Smith 
Winslow 
Horr 
Upham 

Dau. Electa Fox Adams 
Adams 
Herring 
Dillen back 
Barnes 
Morrison 
Gould 
Palmer 
Nichols 
Kersey 

It's a small world category. Our Society meets in the 
Dillenback Room at Flower Memorial Library. The 
room is named after Pauline Herring Dillenback. 
Pauline was a great-granddaughter of Daniel and Han
nah Fox. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Readers with descendant information are encouraged 
to contact: Kevin A Kieff 

131 Mullin Street 
Watertown, N.Y. 13601 
315.788.6434 

Email address: kkieff@westelcom.com 

0 AN I £L FOX , S '! 

JARS. DANIEL fOX. 
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When Watertown Consisted 
Of Only Three Log Cabins 

Rare Manuscript Recently Presented to the Jefferson County 
Historical Society Describes a Visit to the Cabin of Henry 

Coffeen, Watertown Pioneer, in 1880 

(From Thursday, October 6, 1932 Watertown Times) 

The rare narrative presented below is the original 
account written by Jonathan Baker, one of the first 
of the Jefferson county pioneers, of his settlement 
in the "Black River Country." The manuscript has 
just been presented to the Jefferson County His
torical society by the Misses Amelia and Alice 
Baker, 128 Paddock street, granddaughters of Mr. 
Baker. 

Jonathan Baker was born in 1779, married Miss 
Dorcas Fellows of Henderson in 1806, and died 
Nov. 24, 1863, at the age of 84. He was a grandfa
ther of the late Frank L. Baker, who in company 
with the late DeWitt & Middleton, organized the 
Watertown Electric Light company. 

John Baker, my grandfather, lived at different times at 
Marblehead, Cape Ann and Old-Andover. Jonathan 
Baker, my father was born at Cape Ann, resided a 
while at Topsfield, Mass., but moved about the year 
1775 to the town of Keene, N. H., then a compara
tively new country, where he resided till the time of his 
death, having raised in that sterile country a family of 
15 children. 

I was the third child and was born Aug. 15, 1779, re
sided at home and assisted in the operation of the 
farm until the age of 19, when the family becoming too 
numerous to be maintained at the homestead, some 
were obliged to seek employment and a home else
where. 

At this time there was considerable excitement regard
ing a section of country in lower Canada lying along 
the St. Francis river, many of the neighbors deeming it 
a better country than New Hampshire, moved there in 
the years 97 and 98. To one of these families I hired 
myself to drive a four-ox-team with a load of furniture 
about 30 miles to their new home, about half the dis
tance through unbroken forest. On arriving at their 
destination I hired out to one, Baley, making salts dur
ing a part of the winter and putting some crops in the 
spring; working for a $1 a month. Even this small rec
ompense was never received, my employer being too 
poor to pay the farthing . 
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There being several families located near each other. 
It was thought advisable to have a school, In the set
tlement was one lsraiel Baley, a Vermonter who was 
employed as a teacher. 

My education having been much neglected I con
cluded to spend part of the winter in attending school. 
After a time Baley, having some real or pretended 
business at Quebec concluded to leave his school dur
ing his absence in my care. His wardrobe not being 
very complete he wished to borrow part of mine, 
namely, a fur hat, a pair of woolen pants, red vest, 
black handkerchief. 

Baley, with his borrowed outfit started for Quebec and 
was never heard of again. Leaving me to make myself 
comfortable as I could in my old woolen frock and tow 
pants. 

At this time there were some one or two families living 
some twelve miles down on the St. Francis river. Dur
ing the winter word came that they were entirely out of 
all sorts of provisions and heads of the family sick. I 
was one of the five who volunteered to back each a 
bushel of potatoes twelve miles through the deep 
snow to the sufferers; which we did, and reached 
home again in 18 hours from the time we started. This 
was one of the most tiresome tramps that I ever ex
perienced. 

Late in the spring I took up a hundred acres of wild 
land and went to work clearing it up during the sum
mer. 

Provisions became very scarce, those having been 
brought in the fall previous having been mostly used 
up, they had little to depend on, but such wild game as 
they chanced to fall in with and even this was not 
plenty. As a consequence, many of the settlers be
came disheartened and left. I continued to work on 
my lot until I had cleared some ten acres, when the 
hardships to be endured, hunger, being the worst, in
duced me to return again to New Hampshire. 

On the first of January, 1800, I started for the Black 
River Country, in company with Abram and Nathan 
Jewett. We came by way of Mount Holly, Vermont, to 
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Saratoga, from there to Johnstown, struck the Mohawk 
at Palatine, from there to Utica. At this place the Jew
etts left me, they going on to Champion, leaving me to 
follow with an ox-team load of provisions consisting of 
two barrels of pork and three barrels of meal. 

I arrived at Champion at the end of seven days where 
I found Abram awaiting my arrival. 

Started on foot and alone the same afternoon; the sun 
about two hours high for Watertown, following a blind 
sled path, as the ground was then mostly bare. I 
came down what is now know as the state road as far 
as Rutland Center. The track there turned to the left, 
following down the north bank of the creek where it 
crosses what is known as the Middle road, the track 
there turned more to the west, came down the hills 
south-east of Watertown village, crossing the farm 
subsequently own by Benjamin Woodruff. and so on 
over the Elm R1dge and not far from the reservoir. By 
the time I had got down the first hill it was dark, the 
track too blind to be followed was lost sight of and I 
found the way along as best I could to a point not far 
from the Toll Gate on the way to Watertown Center. 
Feeling weary, I sat down on an old elm log to rest, 
where I soon fell asleep and woke up only to find the 
moon well up 1n the heavens and I surrounded on 
every side by the forest. A feeling of loneliness came 
over me to which I had been a stranger before. How
ever, I set out to find the three cabins they told me at 
Champion were erected near the Black river below the 
hills. The roar of the waterfalls at this point of the river 
attracted my attention and after traveling a while in the 
direction I spied a light which proved to be at the cabin 
of Henry Coffeen on the site now occupied by Wooster 
Sherman's bank. 

There was at the time, but two other cabins in the 
place; one of Zachariah Butterfield, some three rods 
north of Washington Hall, the other that of Daniel 
Massey, where the Black river is now situated. 

Mr. Coffeen had started but a few days before for the 
Mohawk country for provisions and had not yet re
turned. Mrs. Coffeen kindly inquired if I had had any 
supper, at the same time telling me that they had no 
provisions, she and the children having used the last 
at their evening meal. I sa1d, "Very well; I can do with
out," she said that Mr. Butterfield had returned that 
afternoon with a supply, and his cabin being near she 
went over and borrowed some meal and pork, baked a 
cake, fried some pork which I ate, lay down on the 
floor and went to sleep. 

This was my first night in No. 2, now called Watertown; 
part of the night by the old elm log and the remainder 
on Henry Coffeen's cabin floor. This was, I think, the 
13th of February, 1800. 
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The first season I was in this country I took a job clear
ing for Abram Jewett, who had taken up a lot which 
now forms a part of the Anson Hungerford farm. 

During the season there had to be frequent trips made 
to Stillwater, where Carthage now is, for provisions, 
the same being rafted down the Black River from the 
High Falls. If grain, it was taken to what is now Felts 
Mills to be ground in the small mill of one run of stone, 
built the fall before by David Coffeen on the small 
creek which empties into the Black river at that place. 
The mill was tended by a hunter who lived there alone. 

In the fall I assisted in getting out timber for a grist mill 
at Burrville. The mill was commenced by Silas Stow 
and sold the next spring to Captain Burr. 

During the season of 1800 I purchased the place 
where I now hve. Getting little for the season's labor, I 
started late in the fall on foot for New Hampshire, to 
get some clothes. Returned the next spring with six 
hands. Spent the season of 1801 chopping and clear
ing land for different persons. The next two seasons, 
1802 and 1803, worked in similar manner. The next 
spring, 1804, I spent clearing up my own farm. with 
one h1red hand, went back to New Hampshire in the 
fall and returned the next spring, 1805, and cleared a 
hundred acres for different persons, fencing the same. 
The next spring, 1807, came to the place where I have 
since lived. 

During the last war with England belonged to Water
town Rifle, C Company, William Lampson, captain. 
Was called out first time in September, 1812, also in 
February and March, and July and August, 1813. 

During the whole time I have lived here, have never 
missed attending town meeting, and but one election. 

Jefferson County Bicentennial Events 

Jefferson County Historical Society Display 
• There will be 24 d isplays-<>ne for each of t he 

22 Towns, the City of Watertown, a nd 
Fort Dr um. 

• The local government h istorian for each 
municipa lity will be doing a n historical 
display. 

• Village histor ians will work w ith their Town 
historia ns, if they want to add something 
to the Town's display. 

• This will run from the beginning of May 
through early August. 
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"What's Where In Dexter" 
(From Dexter, New York Incorporated 

One Hundred Years 1855-1955, 
Thanks to Bob VanBrocklin, JCNYGS member) -------

~ 
H· ~. I 

~ 

1-Sawmill Site, 1813 Frontenac 
Paper Mill, 1889 

2-First Gristmill 1823-1860's 
Binninger Shingle Mill 
St. Lawrence Mill 1889-1898 
Warren Parchment 1911-

3-Kirby & Loomis Sawmill 
Joseph Huntington Factory 
E. Leonard; Leonard-Gilmore 
Power Plant 

4-Babcock & Peck Grist Mill 
1836-1875 
Whitney & Francis, 1875-
Schreiner, Burned 1942 

5-Babcock Plaster Mill 
6-Frost Sawmill 
?-Solon Stone Woolen Shop 

John Nutting Woolen Shop 

----· 

S-Potter & Hammond Hub Shop 
Binninger & Strainge Shop 

9-J. T. Wood; Winn Stores 
10--Leonard-Gilmore Store 

Chidester, Undertaker 
11-Underwood House Hotel 
12-Wood's Opera House 

Jones' Opera House 
13-Peleg Mattison Hotel 

E. S. Clark Store 
14-J. A. Bell Store 

0 . M. & G. W. Wood Store 
E. L. Markham Store 

15-Winn-Kimball Store 
Bloom Store & Hall 

16-Bower's House; Bank 
17-J. A. Bell early Store 
18-Bell's Storehouse 
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----

19-Woolen Mill 1839-1869 
Sulphite Hill 1888-

20--School 1845-1869 
21-School Before 1845 

July 2005 

Old Houses 
22-Terentia Edgerly, 1850 
23- Capt. John Bradley, 1839 
24-Jesse Babcock, 1832 
25-Francis W. Winn, abt. 1840 
26-James A. Bell, 1840 
27-"The Manson", abt. 1840's 
28-George W. Walters, 1848 
29-George H. Rounds, 1851 

Areas north of Grove St. and E. 
& W. of broken lines were large 
farm properties and not included 
in plotting of village lots in 1857. 
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\ 
\ ' 

\ 
\ 
\' 

a-Potter & Hammond Sawmill 
Jones & Hunter Pulp Mill 

b-Patrick & Fields Ashery 
H. H. Wilson Gristmill 
George Hoover Gristmill 

c-lnternational House 

Probable Sites Of Houses Built 
Before 1823 

Page 15 

A-Jeremiah Winegar Frame House. 1812 
8-=--"Red Tavern" built by D. Little 1815 
C-Jeremiah Phelps Log Cabin 
D-Shubael Little's Frame House 
F-Eiam Rockwood's Log House 

(Probable birthplace of Lydia Corey, 
1827) 

G-Amos Wheeler's Log House 
H-:Abram Bull's Log House 
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'l1ie Yiflaee of 'Dexter 
m <mocfarfmt ..-ttfi 

INFORMER 

'l1ie 'Dexter :Jfistorica£ Society 
.J\7U{ 

'l1ie Pntire Community 

Curt:fW.IIY .Invites 1j(JU To JUtrnd" 

'I1ie "vifiage of 'Dexter's 
Sesquicentennia.C Cekbra.tion 

To 1Je :Jfefi:{ 
Sa.tvraay, JWgu.st 13 & S'IDt/[ay, :August .1.4. 2005 

PYents htcfu.t:U 

sarurday,Jt~13tn 
Oymi:ne Ceremony .. .Jo:oo JI.:M ..• "Viffaee Square 

1'a:ratfe. . .. 2:JO 1'-'"f 

.:.ut O(i{ :fasftion 'Biixi. 'Dance. .. r.oo'P:M.-n:oo 1'-'"f 
:yirtwari.s: 9-"30 1'-'"f 

S~y,Jt~t14~ 
'Bre.aifast J\t 'I1ie (jrtznge :Jf.afl. .. r.ooJUf-g."30 JI.:M 

CfrurcfL Services 
Ofi:{ :fasfd.tm Cooi-out ..?.t '11it 'Dexter ~ ..l..egicnt. •. U:JO JI.:M 

:Music 'Jri6w:e To 'I1ie 'Veterans & '11ie :M.iiita:ry ... 2:oo 'P:M 
Cwri:nfJ cermwny ... 3:oo 'P:M 

Dexter Trolley labeled "The open-air trolley of the B.R.T. 
on the trestle" and dated 2123/06 

View from "Golden Gate" 
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Dexter Trolley 

Water Street, Dexter 

1880-1890 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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WATERTOWN-A HISTORY 
by Students of SEEK Program 

H. T. Wiley Elementary School, Grades 5 - 6 
Chris Anderson Pat Farmer Lenka Pinkas 
Bill Austin Tina Holt Val Potter 
Alan Baker Steve Krupkin Tim Relyea 
Robert Biales Suzy Lindhorst Ken Snell 
Kathy Bohusch Amy Morris Ted Tarzia 
Maeleah Carlisle Karen Morrison Kim Tillotson 
Brenda Claremont Rich Nier Scott Tinney 
Mary Colligan Murray Pfaff Kim Vout 
Joe Ellis Jan Pinkas 
Teacher: Margaret H. Wilson; June 1980 

Village of 
·--:::. 

· ·- ....... ~.·! · .·:.::t.:·: : . 

.... _ ............. 

- - :,. ... -... 

· ·":' . . :..··· ----· .... __ 
. · ··~ ~·· 

Watertown village resketched by Gordon Dexter from an original by D. Huntington. 1. Jonathan Cowan's 
sawmill. The only hydraulic works on the river. 2. Cowan's log dwelling house. 3. Judge Henry Coffeen's 
log dwelling. 4. A frame, roof covered. Designed for a store by Amosa Fox. 6. Aaron Keye's frame dwell
ing house. 7. Aaron Keye's Cooper shop. 8. Loghouse occupied by Medad Canfield, shoemaker. 9. Log
house occupied by Jack Goodall. 10. Loghouse built by Zachariah Butterfield and occupied by Wait. 11. 
Frame, erected by Aaron Bacon in the fall of 1803-rafters blown off. 12. Doctor Isaiah Massey's Tavern. 
13. A frame-rough boarded. No occupant. 14.-15. Two barns. 16. Dwelling house of Hart Massey. 17. 
Wood house occupied by Nathaniel Haven. 18. Mr. Massey's barn. 19. Loghouse and hat shop of Paoli 
Wells. 20. Isaac Cutter's distillery. 21. Israel Thornton's log dwelling. 22. Spring furnishing water for the 
village. 

(The next few pages continue this history.) 
©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Town of WATERTOWN 
By Mary Colligan, T ina Holt, and Valerie Potter 

(Edited by the Informer staff) 

A land of unbroken wilderness and forest in less than 
forty years became one of the most fertile lands - and 
Watertown demonstrated its ability to be number one 
as a growing city. Surveyed by Benjamin Wright in 
1796, the land was divided into 52 great lots of from 
400 to 625 acr.es each.. Most of the lots were sold by 
1799. Not unt1l 1800 d1d the first purchasers arrive to 
live on the land that was to be Watertown. Robert 
McDonnel, a land agent, sold lots for $2.50 an acre. 
Oliver Bartholomew, Benjamin Wright, Simon Wood
ruff, James Rogers, Thomas Delano, and Elijah Allen 
made land purchases in 1799. Only three families 
were here the first winter, but in 1801 more arrived. 
By 1802 there were fifty families in the town. 

There is no real proof, but it is assumed that Water
town was named Watertown because of the water 
power supplied by the Black River. The people who 
settled Watertown picked it as an ideal place to start 
and establish business. 

At the age of 42 Deacon Oliver Bartholomew a Revo
!utionary soldier from Connecticut, came to Watertown 
1n M.arch of 1800. He trekked through the forests of 
One1da County. He was the first settler in the Town of 
Watertown. He lived in the northwest comer. He was 
the first to raise a crop in Watertown. Deacon Bar
tholomew died June 1850 at the age of 92. Hart 
Ma~sey was 29 when he came to Watertown. His 
cab1n was located near where the entrance of the Ar
cade is now. The Sunday after Hart Massey's family 
moved to Watertown in March of 1801 the first reli
gious service in Watertown was held in Hart Massey's 
cabin. Hart Massey built the first frame house in 1802. 
It sto~d where the Jefferson County Historical Mu
seum 1s now. Hart Massey married Lucy Swaine Feb
~uary 1, 1796. In 1808 he was appointed colonel and 
1nspector of state troops. Hart was a customs inspec
tor. He was founder and an active member of the Jef
ferson County Agricultural Society. Hart was born in 
Salem, NH. He had eight brothers and three sisters. 
Hart Massey was born December 5, 1771. He died 
March 3, 1853. 

Those who settled in the eastern part of the town in 
1801 -1802 were Rev. Ebenezer LaZelle, William 
Sampson, Job and Thompson Sawyer Lewis Drury 
s .hereluab (Sherebiah?) Fay, John Blevan, Abram 
F1sk, Aaron Bacon, Jacob Steers, Jonathan E. Mills, 
Seth Peck, Silas Howk, Henderson Howk Caleb and 
Nathania! Burnham and Job Whitney. ' 

Judge Henry Coffeen was one of the first settlers in 
Watertown. He came in March of 1800 on an ox sled 
with . his furniture piled on top. There were no roads 
lead1ng to Watertown then, and most of his furniture 
broke on the way. This was because the trees caught 
onto the furniture as they traveled. Coffeen was 39 
years old when he came from Vermont to the land to 
be Watertown. Three other men from the same state 
came shortly after he did. They were Hart Massey 
Hart's brother, Isaiah, and Zachariah Butterfield. Cot~ 
teen and the three other men were very important in 
the growth of Watertown. 
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Coffeen made a road from the north side of the now 
American Corner where he lived across his land to 
Black River. There, with Andrew Edmunds he 
bridged the river where the Court Street Bridge is now. 
The only other crossing at that time was at Brownville. 
The new bri~ge and r<?ad w~re heaviiX traveled by set
tlers, and th1s made 1t an 1deal locat1on for business 
establishments. Roads were located along Sandy 
Creek in 1801 . The Dry Hill Road to Watertown was 
also located at an early day; but it was not until 1809 
that Sandy Creek was bridged. A road from French 
Creek t<? Watertown was, by an act made on April 1, 
1824, d1rected to be under the supervision of Amos 
Stebbins, Azariah Doane and Henry Coffeen. It was 
~o be opened and worked as a public road by the town 
1t passed through. Coffeen was the first postmaster in 
Watertown m 1804. He was elected county clerk in 
1805. Henry Coffeen wanted the county seat for Wa
tertown, and Jacob Brown wanted it in Brownville. 
Coffeen went to Albany, a difficult trip in those days 
and persuaded the legislature to make Watertown the 
county seat when Jefferson County was created in 
March 1805. The importance of it being a county seat 
cannot be overestimated. Coffeen donated land for the 
court house and jail. In 1802 his daughter, Sally Cof
feen taught the first school in Watertown. It was held 
in the barn be~ind Dr. Isaiah Massey's tavern. Judge 
~offeen established the first newspaper in Watertown 
m 1809. It was called the "American Eagle." Coffeen 
came to such an uncivilized place because he had an 
adventuresome spirit and didn't like living with too 
much ease. Watertown became too civilized for him in 
1819 so he moved westward to Illinois where a year 
later he died of pneumonia. 

Zachariah Butterfield was 28 when he came to Water
town. He built his cabin near where the Y.M.C.A. is 
~ow. .He also built a log house that his brother, Walt, 
hved 1n. He helped . establish Public Square and 
Butterfield Avenue wh1ch was named after him be
cause of his donations of land for Public Square. At 
the east e~d of Public Square, Mr. Cowan opened a 
street lead1ng to Beebee Island. The island was not 
named at this time. He built a dam and a bridge over 
th~ south channel. The street acquired the name of 
M1ll Street. Numerous small mills had been estab
lished t<? ~tilize the w~ter power created by the dam. 
Af:ter bUJid1ng th~ dam m 1802, Cowan operated a grist 
m~ll and saw m1ll for several years. This was the first 
gnst mill and saw mill in Watertown. The island was 
then known as Cowan's Island. In 1808 Gordon 
Caswell established nearby the first paper mill in the 
North Country. This mill became the nucleus for the 
present paper mill located on this site. Knowlton Broth
ers Paper Company still operates here. 

In 1813 a large cotton textile factory was erected on 
Beebee Island. By 1816 Newell and Factory Streets 
had been opened. On November 27 1840 Mr. Cowan 
died near Evans Mills at the age of 80. 
Dr. Isaiah Ma~~ey ~as Hart Massey's brother. He was 
the first phys1c1an m Watertown. He was followed in 
1805 by Dr. Daniel Brainard, second physician. Dr. 
Massey was here five years before he had a patient. 
Dr. Massey built his cabin where the Y.M.C.A. is now. 
In 1802 he used his home as an inn for visitors. Dr. 
Massey came to Watertown in 1800 from Vermont. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Rev. Ebenezer LaZelle was the first minister of the 
area. He also was the owner of the first distillery situ
ated in Burrville. 

Jesse Doolittle was a blacksmith. He also helped es
tablish Public Square. Medad Canfield, a shoemaker, 
also helped establish Public Square in 1805. Can
field's log house was located on Washington Street. 
Amasa Fox, early in 1805, completed his frame house 
on the north side of the square. Here he had the view 
of the opening of the first store in the village. It was 
opened by John Paddock and William Smith, and 
called Smith and Paddock in 1806. A general store, it 
was located a little east of the Woodruff block. 

The White House, built in 1805, was Watertown's sec
ond hotel. It was two stories high and located on the 
corner of Arsenal and Public Square, Jonathan lves 
was first to raise wheat in Watertown. The public spirit 
of Coffeen, Butterfield, and the Massey brothers was 
shown in 1805 when early in the year they developed 
their plan for Public Square. They, together with Jona
than Cowan, Jesse Doolittle, Aaron Keyes, and Medad 
Canfield, all owners of the land counselled together on 
the matter. They decided to give the village a plot of 
land 214 and a half feet wide by 3620 feet long; in 
other words, 71 and a half yards wide by 1206 and 
two thirds long. Also, at right angles to this, another 
plot of land extending southward to what later became 
Clinton Street was given. When the Square was es
tablished it was called the mall. 

A boulder monument, erected in 1902, containing an 
identification plaque now stands in the lower park in 
Public Square to commemorate this farsighted gift. 
The monument contains the names of Henry Coffeen, 
Jonathan Cowan, Jesse Doolittle, Medad Canfield, 
Aaron Keyes, Hart Massey and Dr. Isaiah Massey. 

William Smith built the first jail in Watertown. The jail's 
walls were four feet thick. He also built the first cotton 
mill in Watertown, located on Factory Street. Smith 
built the first brick building in Watertown in the summer 
of 1806. Erected between Public Square and Franklin 
Street, it was of two stories and had a stone base
ment. It gave its name to Franklin Street. 

The first court house in Watertown was built by William 
Rose and Joel Mix in 1807. Jason Fairbanks of Mas
sachusetts came to Watertown in 1807. He was a 
lively and picturesque citizen. He lived in Watertown 
for nearly 70 years. In 1813 he married Hart Massey's 
daughter, Mary Massey. He loved to play jokes on his 
friends. Once Fairbanks was a county sheriff and a 
good one, too. One time he got together a sheriff's 
jury composed entirely of fat men of the county. 
These men were weighed and found to total nearly 
6000 pounds, averaging about 250 pounds each! For 
all his humor, Jason Fairbanks was popular with the 
people. When he died in 1875, he lacked little of be
ing 90 years old. No resident was more truly honored 
than he. The first paper mill was built in 1808. Paper 
is still made in the same building by Knowlton Broth
ers. The road leading to Beebee Island became 
known as Mill Street. 

Through the years of 181 0-1820, Jabez Foster, the 
first merchant at Burrville, moved his stock of goods to 
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Watertown and launched another successful store. 
From this time on, the business section of Watertown 
built up rapidly, each brief period adding new stores 
and more diversified lines of goods. Foster also 
helped establish the Jefferson County Bank. The 
Black River Cotton and Woolen Manufacturing Com
pany was formed December 28, 1813. The bu ilding, 
made of stone, was erected in 1814. It was destroyed 
by fire in 1869. 

The Jefferson County Bank was established in 1816 
by John Brown, Roswell Woodruff, Eliphalet Edmunds, 
David Andrus, Ethel Bronson, Jabez Foster, Egbert 
TenEyck, Hoel Lawrence, Frederick White, and Abel 
Cole. Watertown had 38 mechanic shops, 18 stores, 
seven offices. one bank, one cotton factory, one 
woolen factory, two sawmills, one furnace, one ma
chine shop, one distillery, four chair factories, one 
plow factory, one tine shop, six taverns, two churches 
and three schools on Factory, Sterling, and Arsenal 
Streets in 1824. 

Watertown Cotton Mills Company was formed January 
10, 1834. It was replaced by the Watertown Cotton 
Company. In 1827 Jefferson Cotton Mills was erected 
on Beebee Island by Levi Beebee. It was made of 
stone, two hundred and fifty feet by sixty five feet and 
three stories. On July 7, 1833 it was destroyed by fire. 

In 1818, where the Globe Mini Mall is on Court Street 
today, the first Jefferson County Fair was held. It was 
different from our present day fairs. It was mainly live
stock showings and also homemade clothing and 
plowing contests. About 2000 people attended the 
first Jefferson County Fair. DeWitt Clinton, governor 
of New York State, was guest of honor. It was very 
successful-an opportunity to see everyone. It is the 
second oldest county fair in the state, while the first 
oldest county fair is in Bath, New York. 

The efforts of James D. LeRay de Chaumont and the 
Jefferson County Agricultural Society organized the 
first Jefferson County Fair. The James D. LeRay or
ganized Agricultural Society October 25, 1817. LeRay 
was active in the first fairs and was president from 
1818-1829. General Jacob Brown was the first vice
president. Later Brown was president 1829-1832. 

Picture Watertown in 1800-three or four log cabins 
seen through the trees. stumps left where trees were 
felled; a path from cabin to cabin. The paths grew 
wider; roads were necessary for horses and oxen, a 
road to the river whose roar was heard through the 
trees. Roads became streets. The first streets of Wa
tertown were dirt. When it rained, the dirt turned into 
mud, and the horses and carriages and wagons were 
mired. Then came stones. 

One of the first roads into Watertown was down the 
present Washington Street. Pioneers went around the 
hills to the east, around by Burrville to Watertown Cen
ter and down. There was once a toll gate on Washing
ton Street on Washington Street near the K-Mart. 
That later became the city limits, the division between 
the city and the town. Another early road was the pre
sent Watertown-Champion road, which came into Wa
tertown as now, over State Street hill and down State 
Street. The second was probably the road to 
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Brownville, which crossed the river at the present 
Court Street and followed what is now West Main 
Street. 

In 1804 there were five streets: Washington Street, 
formerly Green Lane; State Street, formerly called 
State Road; Arsenal Street, formerly called Colombia 
Street, Court Street, formerly called State Street, and 
Mill Street, which ended at the bank of Black River. 

In 1817 Watertown was a village of something over a 
thousand residents. The village ordinances just 
passed prohibited residents from allowing their hogs to 
wander at will in the streets. But the village was little 
more than a collection of farms, excepting the immedi
ate vicinity of the mall , now known as Public Square, 
and a line of zig zag rail fences that lined Arsenal 
Street, marking the boundary of Hart Massey's. farm. 
Streets were often knee deep in mud, and res1dents 
and merchants used the side walks in front of their 
homes for storage places, fuel, and merchandise. 

THE HISTORY OF 
WATERTOWN SCHOOLS 

By Ken Snell, Chris Anderson, Brenda Claremont, 
Alan Baker, Lenka Pinkas, Scott Tinney, 

Susan Lindhorst 

Education began in Watertown in 1802 when Sally 
Coffeen taught the first school. Since then the needs 
for education have grown and many more schools 
have been built to meet those needs. Fields in educa
tion have grown, too. There are many more subjects 
compared to the ones that were taught in the 1800s 
and early 1900s. 

Sally Coffeen opened the first school in 1802 in a barn 
back of Dr. Isaiah Massey's tavern, near what is now 
WWNY radio station on Arcade Street. It is said that 
students sat on wooden benches, wrote on slates with 
slate pencils and had few books to read. The books 
that they did have were often ragged and well worn. 
The teacher had many jobs, such as janitor, school 
nurse, and general handyman. 

The second school of Watertown was built in 1804, 
again because of the need. for education, ~nd an in
crease in the number of children. It was built of logs, 
as was the first one. This school, furnished as the 
first, doubled as a courthouse. In 1811 the Watertown 
academy was built on Washington St~eet, yvhere the 
First Presbyterian Church IS now. Th1s bu1id1ng was 
used as a hospital in the War of 1812. Because of this 
it was never used as a school. The third schoolhouse 
was built in 1816 of bricks made at the local brickyard 
on Arsenal Street. 

The population had grown to nearly 900 people by 
1816 and at that time the first school districts were set 
up, d'ividing in the center of Washington Street, which 
was at that time Green Lane or Green Alley. Popula
tion continued increasing to 1000 in 1820. As the 
need arose a new school was built on Factory Street 
in 1823, and again in 1826 another school was built, 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

this time a Female Academy on Clinton Street. This 
academy was sold in 1920 to satisfy a debt. 

BLACK RIVER 
By Kim Tillotson, Karen Morrison, Ted Tarzia, 

Chris Anderson, Steve Krupkin, 
Pat Farmer, Rich Nier 

The first recorded exploration of Black River was done 
by Simon Desjardines, who had a reputation as an 
adventurer, and Pierre Pharoux, a Parisian architect. 
They explored as far as what is now Carthage in 1793. 
The river was much easier to travel on in the winter. 
Many people used "one horse plugs", low box sleighs 
drawn by one horse. When the water melted a scow, 
a large flat bottomed boat with square ends, could 
have been used. 

From the "Watertown Daily Times" of April 22, 1961: 
When Benjamin Wright surveyed the Black River tract 
for its owners in 1796, he wrote in his field book de
scription of the 11 towns into which the owners had 
subdivided it. Of the town of Watertown his notes read: 
"Along the river is some pretty good land that is broken 
and rocky. The river is amazing rapid and rocky; 
some falls along the river may be good mill seats; 
some excellent pine timber along the river ... ! think this 
to be an excellent township and scarce any poor land 
in it. Will settle fast, if laid out and sold to settlers." 
From Wright's description of the ~dvantages. of this 
local ity, settlers were attracted to 1t. The m1ll seats 
were important, for a sawmill and gristmill were neces
sities for life in any backwoods settlement lack1ng 
roads and access to other settlements. 

An adventurous river man, Joel Mix, had a near mis
hap in 1799 on the Black River. He risked his life to 
save the people on his scow. The party was nearing 
their destination, Lake Greek, when Mr. Mix noticed a 
large falls. He thought quickly and grabbed the boat 
chain in one hand, and as they neared the falls he 
grabbed an overhanging tree limb, thus holding the 
boat to the shore. 

In 1808 a paper mill above Colwell's Mill was built by 
Gurdon Caswell from Oneida County. In 1816 it was 
sold to Holbrook and Fessenden of Brattleboro, Ver
mont. Other paper mills built up river. In 1824 the firm 
of Knowlton and Rice began the manufacture of paper 
and have since continued. Knowlton Brothers is the 
oldest operating paper mill in America. The company 
still uses some of the original machinery. They were 
the first to introduce paper making machinery in Jeffer
son County in 1832. The mill has had repeated fires. 

On October 24, 1979, 7 students participated in a field 
trip to Knowlton Brothers. The group found out that 
Knowlton Brothers produces expensive and exotic pa
pers-paper for special jobs like materials for the shield 
on the Gemini II space capsule, gas detection sheets 
for the U-2 spy plane, and lithium for nuclear subs, car 
fresheners, filters for fast food chains, and conductive 
paper used by the Western Union is produced there. 

When the War of 1812 closed the avenue of trade to 
Europe and cut off importing textiles, the manufacture 
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of textiles became popular in Watertown. Baled cotton 
was shipped up the Mississippi River through the 
Great Lakes to Sackets Harbor. The bales were then 
taken to Watertown and made into fabric. 

The Jefferson Cotton Mill was erected by Levi Beebee 
of Cooperstown, in Factory Village on Beebee Island. 
Most of Beebee Island was bought through William 
Smith, esq. , from Mr. Leray for $1500. The land was 
120 acres on the north bank of the river. In early 
spring the erection of the large substantial stone build
ing began, and completed before December 1827. It 
was 250 by 65 feet, and three stories high. The com
pany was legally formed on the 14th of April, 1829, 
under the style of Jefferson Cotton Mill, with the nomi
nal trustees of Levi Beebee, W.T. Beebee, L.S. Bee
bee, E. Faunda, and Horace Hunt. 

The Watertown Woolen Company was formed on the 
24th of February, 1834 with a $100,000 capital. The 
trustees were J.H. Bronson, John A. Rodgers, S. New
ton Dexter, and Hiram Holcomb, D. Lee, and Silas 
Clark. 

Becoming A County 
1804 

Jonathan Collins of Turin, Walter Martin of Martins
burgh, Jacob Brown of Brownville, and Silas Stow, 
along with others, for a total of 36 men met in Den
mark at Freedom Wright's Inn to decide on a proposal 
to become a county. 

©J efferson County New York Genealogy Society 

1st Motion- Admit representatives to act 
2nd Motion - Determined that voting would be by ayes 

and nayes 
3"' Motion - To set off this county from Oneida, 

carried by 27 to 9 
4th Motion - To adjoum for Yz hour unanimously 
5th Motion - To appoint a disinterested committee to 

set boundaries for new county, decide 
on spot or spots for the courthouse, 
carried 25 to 11 , and moved that 
southern boundary be established at 
the SW comer of Ellisburg, to county 
of Herkimer and St. Lawrence river, to 
Lake Ontario, carried 20 to 16 

6th Motion - Leyden citizens could decide whether to 
remain with Oneida or not, carried 18 
to 18 

7th Motion - Split into two counties, carried 20 to 16 
8th Motion - Appoint a committee to draft a petition to 

legislature and carry same petition to 
legislature, committee of 5 to be se
lected from delegates at this meeting 
and chosen by ballot 
Adjourned for 15 minutes to prepare 
ballots. Jonathan Collins, Jacob 
Brown, Henry Coffeen, Cliff French 
and Joseph Beals chosen. 

Dissolved meeting 

1805 

March 4 - Benjamin Wright introduced bill for erection 
of Jefferson and Lewis counties 

March 12 - Passed the House 
March 22 - Passed the Senate, amended to locate 

courthouses, no record of number 
who voted but it must have passed. 

March 28 - Signed by governor 

Note: boundary between Lewis and Herkimer Co. 
never actually surveyed. Directed under laws of 1852 
but no funds appropriated and no work was done. 
1881 Mr. Colvin found the SE comer and ran line 
about a mile north and then stopped for lack of funds 
in 1882 measure was again brought up but did not 
reach a result. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY 
2005 

Adams 

Antwerp 

Ellisburg Lorraine Vorth 

(Continued from Page 8 From The Editor:) 

Watertown-A History was a 1980 SEEK project of the 
fifth and sixth grade students of H.T. Wiley Elemen
tary School in Watertown. The booklet was over 60 
pages, of which the Informer staff selected a few, and 
then ruthlessly condensed and cut those for the arti
cle. We had to omit much which was interesting, but 
we needed the room for the rest of the county. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

County Historian Ben Cobb generously gave us of his 
time and resources for many of the other county 
items. And our own Bob VanBrocklin presented us 
with a great variety of Dexter items, from which we 
could only glean a few, due to space restrictions. 
Dexter is celebrating its sesquicentennial this year, 
along with Jefferson County's bicentennial. Kevin 
Kieffs A Pioneer Couple, we felt, fit right in with the 
theme of this issue. 
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RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13 601 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13 619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O. Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315) 387-2155 

genealogist13083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
(will research August through March) 

P.O. Box 220 
Belleville, NY 13611 
Rhodes@Gisco.net 

Deanna Vosburgh Smith 
102 Lafayette Street 

Palatine Bridge, NY 13428 
dee48@citlink.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830- 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 
to 1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a 
chart showing the formation of Jefferson County 
Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 

Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
PO Box6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

If you would like to save on postage, you may pick one 
up from Jean Coyne (Evans Mills), Pauline Zach 
(Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin (Dexter). 

REMINDER!! 
All membership renewals 

Were due by July 1st 
$15 a person; $20 a cou pie 
$19 Canadian subscription 

Send to: 
JCNYGS, P.O. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
WATERTOWN, NY 

PERMIT NO. 112 
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Correspondence about dues, memberships, and lost Informers should be directed to: 
Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net Web site: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer~effsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: 2nd Vice President Recording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Linda Malinich Robert VanBrocklin Jean Coyne Jeny Davis Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28 Kevin Dr. 
Rochester, l\ry 14625 
malinich@attglobal.net 
585-586-9267 

15992 Foster Pk. Rd. 28808 NYS Rte 37 P.O. Box 275 909 Washington St. P. 0. Box 297 
Dexter, NY 13634 Evans Mills, NY 13637 Clayton, NY 13624 Watertown, NY 13601 Brownville, NY 
bolovb@usadatanet.net icovne@northnet.org maridavis@.aol.com chopkins@imcnetnet 13625 
315-639-6515 315-629-4696 315-686-3475 315-786-7668 315-788-0959 

The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.net, editor; Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@imcnet.net, pub
lisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net, ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor
rello@worldnet.att.net; Jean Coyne, jcoyne@northnet.org; Jeny Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol Garnsey, cgamsey@Gisco.net; Bob 
VanBrocklin, bolovbUV.usadatanet.net; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel free to contact any of the above for suggestions or com
ments regarding this newsletter, published six times a year - January, March, May, July, September and November. A special Surnames 
issue has also been published in December. 

The articles in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way offen
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

Dear Nan, 
It is with sadness that I let you know of the death of 
Joanne Martin of Centennial, Co. She died July 14 
after a valiant 3 yr. struggle with cancer. She was a 
very dedicated and careful genealogist and volun
teered at the Family History Center in Denver. Her 
family tree was published in a previous issue of the 
Informer. The family names in Jefferson Co. are Bar
nett, Rhoades, Mills, Collins and Wheeler. 

Sincerely, 
Sheila Rogstad 

REMINDER!! 
The "Orange Card" that was 
Included in the July Informer 

Should be returned 
By October 1st to be included in the 

December Membership Issue! 

Send to: 
JCNYGS, P.O. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 
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JCNYGS To Publish 
Pedigree Charts Vol. 2 

The JCNYGS plans to publish a second volume of 
pedigree charts. We are asking that those who have 
a Jefferson County, NY connection and whose pedi
grees were not published in Volume 1 submit their 
most up-to-date pedigree chart for publication in Vol
ume 2. We will give preference to those charts which 
have been computer generated, but legible hand
written charts will also be accepted. We ask that the 
pedigrees be limited to 2 pages and that the submit
ters name and address should appear on each chart. 
Submitting the chart implies permission to publish. 
Only those submissions received before Dec. 31, 
2005 can be considered. 

JCNYGS To Sponsor 
Research Trip 

Wednesday, September 21 
Genealogical Research Trip to 

Oswego 
For details, contact Linda Malinich 
phone: 585-586-9267 (Rochester) 

email: malinich@attglobal.net 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcoet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

June Meeting 

After being introduced by Lis Couch, Shawn Doyle 
began his presentation by encoura~ing anyone. with 
Irish ancestors to not give up on the1r search for mfor
mation. He then presented handouts that included 
some of his own genealogy work. Shawn has some 
one dozen Irish ancestors that he has been able to 
find with a variety of sources and gave those in atten
dance many ideas as to where to find their own infor
mation. He used several maps of not just Ireland but 
also of places his ancestors settled in Canada. 

Shawn reviewed his own genealogy beginnings from 
growing up not knowing very much of his ancestry. to 
living with his grandmother during college to sendmg 
many letters to Doyles in Kingston, Canada. From 
family 'get-togethers' and contacting cousins, informa
tion finally began to fill in gaps in Shawn's ge~ealogy 
work. Copies of old family bible pages, p1ctures, 
church records, and finally a computer and the wide 
variety of genealogy sites on the intern~t add~d more 
and more information. Shawn left a vanety of Informa
tion to be placed into our repository and for that infor
mation we thank Shawn. 

Shawn Doyle, President of the Half-Shire Histori
cal Society with Phyllis Putnam and Lis Couch the 
June Program Chairperson. 

July Meeting 

Robert W. Arnold Ill is Chief of Government Records 
Services at the New York State Archives. He began 
his presentation by stating his Jefferson Co~nty co~
nections as his grandmother came from Ph1ladelph1a 
and she was a Mack. Bob suggested that a title for his 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

presentation might also be "Thinking About Your Fam
ily in a Historical Context." Another titl~ mig~t .be 
"Playing With a Full Deck" because if you re m1ss1ng 
any of the information, you don't have the full sto~. 
He said he'd learned that family history and local his
tory are pretty much the same thing and that neither 
one of them occurs in a vacuum. 

With a sampling of only a few quotes from Mr. Arnold's 
presentation, and in no particular order, you might be 
able to get some idea of the wealth of material he cov
ered. With Mr. Arnold's references to various nation
alities mention of several books and authors, and a 
great deal of humor, we will all go back to our geneal
ogy work with a different perspective. 

"Our pedigree is where we start, it shouldn't be where 
we end." 
"Just keep researching, it never ends." 
"In addition to your own intelligence, experiences, 
abilities, and interests you've got to have all the props 
and tools of your trade, and those tools are docu
ments, records, private diaries, letters, account books, 
photographs, family trees, local newspapers, ..... ." 
"Don't forget Nothin' " 
"Tell them you remember us!~ 
"There are reasons that our ancestors did things that 
can't be explained." 
" They were influenced by events far away and long 
ago." 
"Why they came to NY? Famine, religion •. pestile~ce , 
war, poverty, social upheaval, self-selecting, or JUSt 
bold and adventurous." 
"If you're going to do genealogy or history, it's a job 
that requires knowing a lot about a lot.· 
"History is about change, otherwise it would be current 
events." 

July program chainnan AI Seymour with 
speaker Bob Arnold 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCGS MINUTES 
JUNE 13, 2005 

Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to order 
with 18 people in attendance. The minutes were read 
and approved by motion of Pauline Zach and sec
onded by Elaine Jobson. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr reported a balance of $6882.22. 
Clancy Hopkins moved to approve the report and Bob 
VanBrocklin seconded. Passed. 

Corresponding Secretary Clancy Hopkins reported 
keeping current with a few queries by email but in gen
eral things were very quiet. 

The Repository was open before the meeting and Nan 
Dixon mentioned that they are trying to put labels on 
each drawer for the contents in each drawer. Clancy 
showed material he had received to be placed into the 
repository including a family genealogy given by Flor
ence Secor. 

President Linda mentioned for the Publicity Committee 
that she took care of the email meeting notices having 
changed computers and that Phyllis had contacted the 
newspapers. 

Program Committee Coordinator Phyllis Putnam men
tioned that a program for the December meeting is still 
open. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Newsletter Committee that 
the July issue is in the hands of "Mr. Hopkins" and the 
September issue is under way. Clancy mentioned that 
the July issue will be at the printers tomorrow and that 
the "Orange Card" for member information will be in 
this issue. The "Orange Card" information will be the 
basis for the December surnames issue of the In
former. 

Nan Dixon mentioned for the Genealogical Collection 
Committee that there are a couple of things to add this 
evening. 

Clancy Hopkins mentioned for the Membership & Sur
name Committee that membership remains steady 
and the "Orange Card" information is going to keep the 
committee busy. 

For the Surrogate Committee, Vice President Bob 
VanBrocklin mentioned that sales of the Wills Book 
are up to 44. President Linda asked for a copy to be 
put into the repository. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

New Business: Phyllis Putnam mentioned that there is 
preliminary work for a book 2 of Pedigrees. Phyllis 
mentioned that an ad in the September and November 
Informers for pedigree submissions would be helpful. 
The project is projected to take about a year to com
plete. 

President Linda mentioned that several years ago the 
society made trips to Canton and Utica. Linda men
tioned that she would be willing to try and set up a trip 
to Lowville. Oswego was also mentioned as a possi
bility that interested several members. Linda was 
thinking about a date around the 20th of September. 

Clancy Hopkins encouraged everyone to talk to their 
legislators encouraging them to vote in favor of Library 
Support in the October vote for the budget. 

Vice President Bob VanBrocklin reminded the society 
that is was time for the second installment of our finan
cial support of Flower Library. Last year we paid $335 
and this year will also be $335 with next year's final 
installment payment being $330. 

Phyllis Putnam mentioned that she brought in her 
Ernest Cook books for anyone who might be inter
ested in them. 

Hollis Dorr moved to adjourn with a second from 
Clancy Hopkins. 

Lis Couch introduced Shawn Doyle and his program 
on Canadian-Irish genealogy. 

JCGS MINUTES 
JULY 11, 2005 

Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to order at 
6:30 pm. The minutes were read and approved by 
motion of Clancy Hopkins and seconded by Bob Van
Brocklin. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr reported a balance of $6924.78. 
The complete report is attached. Elaine Jobson 
moved to approve the report and Pauline Zach sec
onded. Passed. 

Corresponding Secretary Clancy Hopkins reported 
keeping current with a few queries by email but in gen
eral things were very quiet. 

For the Repository Nan Dixon showed the group two 
magazine holders, one for $2 that was a bit on the 
"flimsy" side and the other for $4 that was reinforced 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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(July Minutes continued) 
and favored by the repository workers. Nan sug
gested that the Informers be put into these holders 
and placed on top of the file cabinets hopefully freeing 
some file drawer space and eliminating the boxes on 
top of the file cabinets. Tracy Robertson moved: That 
$100 be made available for purchase of the hold
ers. Seconded by Phyllis Putnam. Passed. Nan 
mentioned that workers have saved 3 copies of every 
Informer. Copy 1 - "Last Resort Issue" for copying 
when a request comes in and there are no copies 
available. Copy 2- "Library Issue" for the Repository. 
And Copy 3 - "City Historian's Office Issue" after a 
request by Clancy Hopkins. 

President Linda mentioned for the Publicity Committee 
that she took care of over 80 email meeting notices 
and that Phyllis had contacted the newspapers. 

Program Committee Coordinator Phyllis Putnam 
asked Nan Dixon to mention August's program. Nan 
will have Dr. Marilyn VanDyke from Queensbury, NY 
who will speak on why we are not allowed to see our 
family information at the state level and why we have 
to spend so much for it Phyllis mentioned that our 
September meeting program will now be chaired by 
Dick Kemmis. The December meeting is still open but 
Phyllis mentioned the possibility of another round robin 
discussion on what each of us is doing with our gene
alogy. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Newsletter Committee that 
the September issue has started and that they are 
waiting for a reply from the Wilna town historian. The 
1855 maps are done and waiting on some names from 
the Dillenbecks. Bill asked that anyone with pictures 
or stories on the town of Wilna contact him. Editor 
Nan Dixon mentioned that their computer is down and 
perhaps we have already received some emails. Pub
lisher Clancy Hopkins mentioned that about 50 of the 
"Orange Cards" have been returned and that most 
cards revealed changes in address, phone numbers, 
email addresses. 

Bonnie Borrello mentioned for the Resource Commit
tee that she had contacted AI Seymour about informa
tion being put on a CD. 

For the Surrogate Committee, Vice President Bob 
VanBrocklin mentioned that sales of the Wills Book 
are up to 46 and extra books have been put into the 
repository. 

Old Business: President Linda mentioned that AI Sey
mour has his COs at the meeting. One is the every 
name index to the Informers through 2004 for $7, and 
the second is the 1994 - 1997 Informers. Linda men
tioned also that the Wills Book is available. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

President Linda mentioned that the September day trip 
will be Wednesday, September 21 at the Oswego Re
cords Center from 1 to 4 and she is getting other infor
mation together on the county building where the land 
records are and some other things for those who 
would like to make a whole day of the trip. More infor
mation will be available as we get closer to the Sep
tember date. 

New Business: Phyllis Putnam mentioned that after 
the Martha Grimes program, she was impressed with 
the brochure that Martha brought with her. Phyllis 
suggested that perhaps our own flyer might be pub
lished in a similar format and distributed in libraries 
and other spots. 

Phyllis Putnam moved to adjourn with a second from 
Dan Grant 

AI Seymour introduced Bob Arnold and his program on 
why our ancestors came to Jefferson County. 

One of the Black Granite Benches 
Commemorating Jefferson County's 
Bicentennial was installed in front of 

The County Courthouse Tuesday, 
August 2, 2005 

Available On CD 
Every Name Index 

to the Informers through 2004 for $7 
Or $10 if mailing is required 

1994-1997 Informers 
$20 or $23 if mailing is required 

AI Seymour 
110 Marian Drive 

Mattydale, NY 13211 
al@seymour.net 

(If you buy both COs, only a single $3 Mail fee!) 
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~ Little of the original physical Town of Wilna is left to the researcher, most ferson County, Town of Wilna borders Lewis County on the southeast. 
o of it having disappeared into the Fort Drum military reservation. The vii- Clockwise, beginning in the southwest, the towns of Champion, Le Ray, * lages bordering the Black River, Deferiet, Herrings and Carthage, have Philadelphia, and Antwerp surround the Town of Wilna. In 1798 Henry 
~ undergone the changes common to communities on the fringes of a mili- Boutin made a clearing at Long Falls, now known as Carthage, so settle
~ tary encampment. The settlements in the south east of the township, Kac- ment began early here. 
0 ter Crossing, De Voice Corners, Ormiston Corners and Natural Bridge, 
~ share the same fate. Wilna was erected on 2 April 1813 from the towns of Leyden in Lewis 

County and Le Ray in Jefferson County. Its name remains a mystery, 
Black Creek and Indian River drain the town. The easternmost tip of Jef-1 though some have suggested Wilna, in Russia, as a source. 
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Index to 1855 Map ofWilna Township (page 6 & 7) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

Column 1 consists of initial, column 2 is surname or main entry, column 3 indicates location of residents on the map. 
By dividing the town map into 5 parts, Don uses the letters W, I, L, N, A already on the map as locators. 

lnitial(s} Surname Map Letter- S. Bonnett L-North 
-North/ A. Bossout L-South 

South T. Brewer L-North 
E. Brooks W-South 

B.S.= Blacksmith Shop) N-North D. Brown 1-North 
B.S.= Blacksmith Shop) N-North N. Brown N-North 
G.Yd. Grave Yard) 1-South P. Brown W-South 
G.Yd. Grave Yardl N-South T. Bums L-South 
G.Yd. !(Grave Yard) A-North T. Bums A-North 
Meth.Ch. !(Methodist Church) A-North J. Byrnes N-South 

!(Post Office) L-South P.O.= E. Calvin 1-South 
i(Presbvterian Church) Presb.Ch. A-North J. Campbell L-North 
Saw Mill) W-South S.M.= w. Canfield N-North 
Saw Mill) 1-North S.M.= w. Canfield N-North 

S.M.= Saw Mill) 1-South 
J. Care 1-North 

S.M.= lfSaw Mill 1-South 
J. Carencorse 

S.M.= SawMill L-North N-North 
Carlton 

S.M.= Saw Mill L-South Mrs. N-North 
Camecrose 

S.M.= Saw Mill) L-South J. N-North 

S.M.= !(Saw Mill) N-North J. Camecrose A-North 

S.M.= lfSaw Mill) N-North E. Carrier N-North 

S.M.= !(Saw Mill) N-North M.H. Carter L-North 

S.M.= llSaw Mill) A-North M.H. Carter L-North 

S.H. = !(School House) W-South CARTHAGE Village 1-South 

S.H. = !(School House) 1-North T. Cassels N-South 

S.H. = !(School House) 1-South R. Castles N-South 

S.H. = !(School House) L-North A. Chadwick A-North 

S.H.= !(School House) L-North J. Chadwick N-North 

S.H. = !(School House) L-North I. Chaffee N-North 
S.H.= !(School House) N-North Chambers L-North 
S.H. = !(School House) N-North C. Chapin A-North 
S.H.= !(School House) A-North Mrs. Chase A-North 
S.H.= !(School House} A-South Chequered House L-South 
R. . (surname off map) A-North C. Christmas 1-North 
A. Adams 1-South A. Clar1< N-North 
J.R. Agins L-North A. & D.B. Clar1< N-North 
E. Allen A-South A. & D.B. Clar1< N-North 
S. Ashcraft A-North J. Clar1< 1-South 

ASHERY N-North Mos. Clar1< N-North 
f\. Austin I-North Mrs. Clar1< N-North 
E. Avany N-South J. Clearwater A-South 

Bachelder N-North A.S. Colbourn's Tavern L-South s. Bailey 1-North 0 . Colburn N-North 
Barber L-North A. C. Collins 1-South 

C.L. Becker A-North 
J. Collins 1-South E. Becker A-North 
P. Collins 1-South 

L. Becker A-North 
D. Comstock 

N. Bentz L-South W-North 
Coneyne w. Bentz L-South M. L-North 

w. Bevitt W-South J. Connor A-South 

J. Beyle N-South J. Canton A-North 

BLACK CREEK N-North P. Conway 1-South 

BLACK RIVER W-South E. Cooper 1-North 

L. Blanchard A-North M.B. Cooper 1-North 
Bonapurl ~-North S. Cooper W-North 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Cooper Shop L-South J. Gould N-South 
A. Cowen A-North D. Graham N-South 
C. Cowen L-North D. Graham N-South 
H. Cowen A-North W. Graham N-South 
L. Cowen A-North A. Grain N-South 
w. Cowen A-North M. Griffin 1-North 
J. Cowey W-North E. Griswold N-North 
I.S. Crain 1-South H. Hall A-North 
J. Crohe I-North J. Hall N-North 
J. Crowner N-North H. Hamblin W-North 
J. Crowner N-North T. Hammond A-North 
P. Crowner A-North T. Hammond !A-North 
S. Crowner N-North T.S. Hammond N-North 
T. Crowner N-North T.S. Hammond - For Sale A-South 
T. Crowner A-North P. Hanson N-North 
w. Crowner L-South E. Harv A-South 
w. Crowner & J. Twining N-South AT. Hasford 1-South 
M. Cunningham N-South AT. Hasford L-South 

Cunnin~ham L-South C.B. Hasford 1-South 
R. Davis A-South J. Hastings N-North 
J.H. Dawley L-North E. Hatch N-North 
W.H. Dealey !A-North W. Hatch !A-North 

DEPOT 1-South C. Heaf A-North 
H. Din~ A-North T. Heaton L-North 
L. Dodge 1-North T. Heaton N-North 
Mrs. Dodge 1-North C. Hendrickson N-North 
w. Dolly N-North S.C. Hendrickson N-North 
H. Drake L-North Hennittaqe W-South 
A. Draper N-North J. Hickey A-South 
A. Draper N-North P. Hickey A-South 
J. Draper N-North H. Hill A-North 
C. Dresser I-North L. Hitt 1-South 
E. Dye L-North S. Hopkins 1-South 
G. Edner A-North A. Horr L-South 
J.S. Edwards L-North D. House L-North 
P. Ellis N-North E. Hubbard 1-North 
A. Emmerson N-South S. Hubbard I-North 
J. Fanning N-South w. Hunt A-South 
T. Far~o N-North S. Ingalls 1-North 
J. Farley 1-North B. Jayne L-South 

Farley A-South A. H. Johnson L-South 
J. Felt I-North L. Johnson W-South 
H. Fer~uson W-North J. Kelly L-North 
C. Fitzsimmons 1-South P. Keyes ~-South 
M. Flood A-South P. Keyes ~-South 

J. Foley N-South S. Keyes A-South 
for Sale N-North Kimball 1-South 

Mrs. Ford L-North S. King L-North 
C. Frasier A-North Mrs. Kinney N-South 
F. Freeman L-North w. Lamb N-North 
R. Freeman L-North J. Lamphear L-South 
E. B. Freman L-North J. Lamphere 1-South 
J. Fulton ['_--South J. Lane L-South 
S. Fulton A-South N. Lan~steaff L-North 
G. Gates 1-South Mrs. Lantz 1-South 
H. Gates A-North M. Lewis N-North 
S. Gibbs L-North s. Lewis L-North 

Gibbs N-North s. Lewis P.O. (Post Office) L-North 
L. Goodale 1-North N. Lewis Tavern N-North 
C. Gould N-South s. Lewis Tavern L-North 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page 10 INFORMER September 2005 

E. Loomas 1-North I. Penniman L-South 
B.R. Loomis 1-South F. Penniman's Tavern L-South 

Lumber Dep. W-North J. Pennin_g!on N-North 
J. Mack 1-South c . Phillips W-South 
T&J Main L-North H. Pierce N-South 
T. Malone W-North J. Pierson 1-North 
J. Martin N-South J. Pierson L-South 
A. Matthews A-North T. Pierson L-South 
Mrs. McCanna N-South G. Place N-North 
0. McCanna L-South w. Plemjl_ton L-South 
T. McDonald A-North D. Pool A-North 

McGowen N-South D. Pool A-North 
A Mcintosh L-North J. Pool A-North 
J. McManus L-South w. Potter A-North 
S. McNeal !-North Prc:m_sed Railroad W-North 
P. McQuillin N-South T. Ra~ N-North 
J. Merriam W-South J. Randall N-North 
Meth.Ch. Methodist Church L-North E. Rawson W-South 

Methodist Episcopal Church N-North J. Rawson W-South 
E. Minard 1-North P. Reily N-South 
J. Moran L-South J. Renna 1-South 
Mrs. Morey N-South R. Res~~ue A-North 
L.D. Mom 1-North J.S. Rice 1-South 
P. Mosher 1-North w. Riley N-South 
T. Mosher 1-North Rising 1-South 
A Mould !-South J. Roberts L-North 

Mous/Hous? A-North P. Robertson I-South 
Mous/Hous? A-North P. Robertson L-South 

B. MsQuillin L-South 0. Ross W-North 
w. Mues W-North G. Salisbl!IY W-North 
T. Mullady A-South M. Samson A-North 
H. Mullen A-South A. Sanders A-North 
P. Mullen A-South E. Sanders A-North 
S. Nattinq A-North P. Sanders A-North 

NATURAL BRIDGE VillaQe A-North w. Sanders A-North 
J.E. Newton N-North C. Sa may N-South 
w. Neye L-South w. Sarvey A-South 
P.R. Nichols A-South L. Scott I-North 
J. Nobles N-South E. Seylex? W-North 
C.E. Northrup L-North A. Shaduck A-North 
E. Northrup L-North M. Shafr~ IA-South 
A Nye N-South P. Shafr~ A-South 
D. Nye N-South W&J. Sharon L-North 
J. Olds L-North J. Shattick A-North 
A Ormston N-South E. Shaw A-South 
J. Osborne L-North P. Shaw N-South 
S. Osbourne L-South A. Sherman N-North 
D. Osgood L-North B. Shultz N-North 
C. Owen N-South C. Simjl_son A-North 
G.W. Owen 1-North J. Simser A-North 
J. Owen N-North Simser A-North 
J. Owen N-North Simson N-South 
M. Owen N-South S.G. Slater L-North 
S. Owen 1-North w. Sl~er A-North 
w. Owen !-North B. Smith N-North 

Parsno A-North G.W. Smith 1-North 
Parsonage L-North J. Smith A-North 
ParsonaQe L-North J. Smith A-South 

S. Patterson W-South T.J. Smith Jun. A-South 
G. Penniman L-South J. Snow L-South 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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J. Spaulding N-North A. Wait L-South 

G. Stannard L-South J. Waldo? A-South 

J. Stevens N-North J. Walling 1-North 

J. Stevenson L-North M.K. Ward's Tavern W-North 
E. Sweet 1-North Warner N-North 
S. Symonds N-North L. Warren N-North 

TANNERY L-South C. Weatherhead A-North 
S. Taylor W-North J. Weaver A-North 
B. Thaer N-North Mrs. Weaver A-North 

Thomas 1-North R. Weaver A-North 
w. Thompson L-North T. Weaver L-South 

Thompson L-North P. Welch L-South 
TOLL GATE 1-South P. Welch A-South 

B. Tooley N-North 
Dr. E. West !-South 

H. Tooley N-North 
E. Williams L-North 

A. Townsend 1-North 

A. Townsend 1-North 
H. Williamson N-North 

E.D. Townsend A-North 
J. Williamson N-North 

G. Townsend A-South J. Wood N-North 

w. Townsend I-North J.A. Wood L-North 

P. VanAnthrop A-North L./E.? Wood N-North 

Vroman N-North WOODS SETILEMENT N-North 

P. Vrooman L-South G. Wyeth L-North 

A. Wager A-North M. Young A-North 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCNYGS Member Don Dillenbeck has also 
included the Village of Carthage streets on 

'-.._..- page 12 and this list of Carthage Subscribers 
as well as a listing from West Carthage that 
appears on the page 12 map. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Another Industrial Parade Picture 
In Carthage 1912 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page 14 INFORMER September 2005 

Hough, Franklin B. 

History of Jefferson County 
1854. Page 299 

Wilna 
This town was erected from Le Ray and Leyden, April 
2d, 1813, by an act which altered the line of the two 
counties, and annexed a part of Lewis to Jefferson. 
The first town meeting was directed to be held at the 
house of Thomas Brayton, Jr., and the poor moneys of 
the three towns were to be equitably divided by the 
last tax list. For many years the town meetings have 
been held at the Checkered House, four miles from 
Carthage Village. The first town officers elected were: 
Thomas Brayton, supervisor; Elihu Stewart, clerk; 
John B. Bassout, Caleb Fulton, and Enoch Griffon, 
assessors; Robert C. Hastings, collector; Henry Lewis 
and Alfred Freeman, overseers of the poor; Henry 
Lewis, Freedom Gates, and Thomas Brayton, commis
sioners of highways. 

Supervisors.-1814-15, Thomas Brayton;1816, Alfred 
Freeman; 1817, Francis Lloyd, T. Brayton to fill va
cancy; 1818-19, Nathan Brown; 1820-2, Thomas Bray
ton; 1823-7, Eli West; 1828-9, Thomas Baker; 1830-2, 
Eli West; 1833, Walter Nimocks; 1834, William Bones; 
1835-6, Walter Nimocks; 1837, William Bones; 
1838,01iver Child; 1839, Walter Nimocks; 1840-1, Eli 
West; 1842, Jonathan Wood; 1843, Walter Nimocks; 
1844, Milton H. Carter; 1845, Charles Strong; 1846, 
Hiram McCollom; 1847-9, Simeon Fulton; 1850-1, Wil
liam Christian; 1852-3, Hiram Hooker. 

In 1815-6-7-9-20-3, a wolf bounty of $5. In 1827-8, of 
$10, with $5 for wolf whelps. In 1831, the path masters 
were allowed to lay out three days' labor in destroying 
noxious weeds. In 1846 strong resolutions were 
passed in favor of the Black River Canal. 

Settlement was commenced in this town in 1798, by 
Henry Boutin who had purchased 1 000 acres of 
Rodolph Tillier, agent of the French Company, on the 
east side of the river, at the village of Carthage, and 
made considerable clearing, with a company of men in 
this year and the next. Jean Baptiste Bossout 
[Generally known as Battise. He was a native of 
Troyes, in France; came to America with Steuben, and 
died in Champion, July 26th, 1847, aged 93.] from the 
High Falls, settled at about the same time; and after 
the abandonment of the clearing, remained the sole 
inhabitant several years, keeping a ferry and inn for 
travelers. This ferry he kept up till a bridge was built. 

Patrick Somerville Stewart 
(from a manuscript by Helen Brownell Walker) 

One of the most important figures in the handling of 
the vast northern New York empire of James D. LeRay 
de Chaumont and his son Vincent LeRay de Chau
mont was Patrick Somerville Stewart. Possessed of 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

sagacity, sound j 
ment and trustworthi-
ness he gained the 
complete confidence 
of the LeRays. For 
half a century he was 
intimately associated 
with them and for the 
last 30 years of that 
time he was attorney 
and agent with full 
control, and power to 
contract, lease or sell 
anything up to a thou
sand acres. From the 
time of the opening of 
the land office in 
1835, he resided in 
this West Street ~---~--":........o.L-~-~

home. Vincent LeRay had built it for him on LeRay 
property at the School Street corner, because at that 
time there was no suitable house in Carthage for the 
attorney's family to live. He had married while living in 
LeRaysville, a native of Brest, France, and was the 
father of eight children. Mr. Stewart was village presi
dent in 1850 and in 1858 was supervisor for the Town 
of Wilna. He was a Whig in politics until the Republi
can party was formed, and in religious faith was a 
sturdy Methodist. The big house standing on high 
ground faced the Black River Canal to the south and 
escaped the big fire of 1884. It's outer walls are 
bricked underneath the clapboards . The original ten 
large rooms, ten feet high on the first floor contain sev~ 
eral fire places, some of which have fine old mantels. 
The nicely molded interior casings with corner blocks 
are hand-crafter. All doors, including the front door 
with tis huge iron box-lock and massive key, are eight
paneled. In the broad hallway is a graceful staircase 
with tapered drumstick spindles of black walnut. All 
through the Stewart occupancy Vincent LeRay held 
title to this house according to county records. 
Though still living in France on July 4, 1873, desiring 
to convey the house with other properties in this area 
to his second wife Cornelia Baroness de Gerdy, he 
deeded it to Mary Frances Stewart of Carthage, who 
immediately conveyed it the same day to the Baron
ess. Lawrence J. Goodale, son-in-law of Mr. Stewart, 
had succeeded the latter as LeRay's north country 
attorney and so acted in this transaction, as he did on 
Jan. 1, 1882 when Cornelia de Gerdy LeRay de Chau
mont sold the house to Mrs. Martha Rice of Carthage. 
Through the years, it has had several different owners 
until at this time, 1982, it is owned and occupied by 
Miss Chris Bears, who continues to keep it in excellent 
condition. 

Patrick Somerville Stewart and his wife are buried in 
the old State Street Cemetery, now Monument Park, 
Carthage. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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COMPUTER CORNER 

Northern NY Library Network: www.NNYLN.org 
The following description is mainly from one of Pat 
James's online publications, the Oswego County Bul
letin. We may have covered this site in a previous col
umn, but it has so much information we thought a sec
ond mention would do no harm. 

This network of eight northern counties, including Jef
ferson, provides support and services to the re
searcher in the form of three major indexes: Reposi
tory, Subject and Location. These are accessible by 
clicking the Publications link on the Home Page. At 
that page, next, click on Archival Directory. 

The Repository Index provides the public access to a 
listing of libraries with document collections. Some 
libraries (museums, Town historian collections, etc.) 
have substantial holdings (such as college libraries) 
whereas others are small town facil ities. The total 
number of libraries in all eight counties is approxi
mately 305. 

The Subject Index is divided into 8 pages and covers 
such subjects as cemetery records, church records, 
early settlers, genealogical files, newspapers, school 
records, scrapbooks, vital statistics, and much more. 
For instance, if you wanted to know more about which 
libraries had genealogical files, you click on that link 
and a list of such facilities would appear. 

The Location Index contains a brief description of each 
library, etc. and what it has to offer. A link to this is 
also provided by the Jefferson County GenWebSite at 
http :1 /www. rootsweb. com/-nyjeffer/libry. htm 

Home of James Outterson 

On the corner of State and North James Streets, Car
thage. It was purchased by the Knights of Columbus, 
then was demolished to build the U.S. Post Office. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

The Outterson family pur
chased a grand and ele
gant home on State Street 
in Carthage in 1900. The 
home was very large and 
beautifully appointed with 
some of the finest furniture. 
The house was complete 
with a carriage house and 
servant quarters. These 
quarters served as the resi
dence for employees of the 
house. The grounds were 
always well maintained and 
kept attractive by the hired ~=========::::::l==~ 
caretaker. Many social 
functions were held in this beautiful home. 

Strickland Building 1912-Comer of State & 
South Mechanic Streets 

The Informer staff would like to thank Laura 
Prievo, Historian for the Town of Wilna and the 
Village of Carthage for her help with the pictures 
and articles in this issue. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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BLACK RIVER PASSENGER BOATS 
ONCE ONLY MEANS OF TRAVEL 

Old-time Residents of Carthage Recall Rivalry Between 
River Captains for Trade- Excursion Boats Had Many 
Races to Secure Patronage- Paper Mills Now Dot River 
Shores Replacing Landing Wharft. 

Carthage, Oct. 24-People of Carthage living near the 
Black River on the banks of which the village is lo
cated, seldom realize the effect of this stream on the 
village. Dotted as it now is by the paper mills that have 
become possible through the water power created, the 
river was at one time the sole means of travel for the 
earlier settlers. 

There are a few of the older people of the village who 
recall days before the first railroad, the Utica and Black 
River line, built in 1872, when all produce coming into 
Carthage or being sent out went by way of the river to 
the mouth of the Black River Canal and thence to New 
York. In those days tugs drew lines of canal barges 
from the wharves at the village filled with farm pro
duce, tanned hides or lumber to be sold in the city 
markets. In return boat loads of finished products 
came in. Families bought salt and sugar by the barrel, 
clothes, hardware and all means of goods that came 
through the warehouses at the side of the river. 

First travelers came to Long Falls, the former home of 
Carthage, by boat and established a settlement which 
grew to be the present village. Through the length of 
the water way came people to build up a settlement. 
The first steamboat navigated on the river was the 
Cornelia, built in 1832 by Paul Boynton. Several trips 
were made during the summer of 1832 and 33, but 
during the next year it was at the wharf all season due 
to the low water. In the high water of the spring of 
1835, it was carried over the falls and wrecked on the 
rocks below. 

The ill-fated venture caused work to stop and it was 
not until 1858 that George Sweet, Nicholas Wagoner, 
and Christopher Rhiner incorporated and put into ac
tive service the Carthage, Lowville and New York line. 
The incorporators maintained six boats. As their office 
and storehouse, a large building on the river near the 
corner of West and Canal streets was erected. 

The first year boats were towed up the river 44 miles 
to Lyons Falls by the steamer, L.R. Lyon. This craft, 
surmounted with a huge bronze lion, was of the Mis
sissippi type, flat and unwieldy and in no way suited to 
the currents of the Black River. She burned in 1878, 
causing the death of the engineer, George Roberts. 

In 1860 Captain Sweet put in operation the Gallagher, 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

better suited to the river. Until 1873 the ship ran suc
cessfully. At that time ice disabled her. When the rail
road came to Lyons Falls it met competition in Capt. 
Sweet's new craft, the F. G. Connell, running between 
Carthage and Lyons Falls, taking passengers and 
freight. The John L. Norton followed in 1868, the year 
before the Connell was destroyed by fire. 

1870 saw the last important river shipping. The rail
road coming shortly after that date took almost all of 
the river trade which had already lessened due to 
smaller private ships. 

Tug boats along the river were many. The Van Am
bers' boat was popular for carrying lumber. This little 
ship with its two 50 horse-power engines and 100 
horse-power boiler did a great deal of trade. Another 
boat maintained by Capt. Sweet was the Nellie, a 
small craft named after his daughter. 

Popular along the river were excursion trips on the 
steamboats. Every holiday was completed by a ride up 
the river and the crafts did as much business as a 
modern aviator at a county fair. An interesting tale 
concerning one of these trips is told by an old resident 
of Carthage. 

On the Fourth of July of 1861, two boats, one the LR. 
Lyon and the second a smaller ship, were competing 
in the holiday trade. Shortly above the village, a point 
now passed by the state road, a smooth rock shelf juts 
into the river. A small channel at the side allowed 
boats to pass, but due to its narrowness, only a single 
craft dared go through at a time. 

During the morning of the Fourth, the two excursion 
boats were racing up the river, the Lyon attempting to 
pass the smaller. As the large ship came abreast of 
the other, a twist of the rudder sent the little craft into 
the Lyon driving it on to the sand shore. Business was 
brisk and all trade went to the small boat for the rest of 
the morning while the Lyon was getting off the sand. 

Interest in the excursion continued in the afternoon, 
both boats carrying many passengers. In the middle of 
the afternoon they were running neck and neck, both 
trying to lead when they reached the rock shelf in the 
river bed. The Lyon, on the inside, took the channel, 
but the little craft kept straight ahead and passed over 
the rocks without scraping the keel. The high water of 
the summer prevented a terrible wreck. Crowds on the 
shore, attracted by the race, cheered the little boat as 
it came safely to shore after the close shave. 

Today railroads have made the river trade a thing of 
the past. But still the stream lives to give water power 
to mills and factories below. Its value to the village is 
greater today, although it has passed into history as a 
mode of travel. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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FOLLOWER OF Von STEUBEN RAN 
FAMOUS OLD FERRY AT CARTHAGE 

(From an early undated newspaper) 
Was Only Settler on What Now is Enterprising Village and 
Operated Inn Near Crossing-Abundance of Power Respon
sible for Steady Growth of Twin Villages 
Carthage 

On the Banks of the Black River, the villages of Car
thage and West Carthage, the sister corporations, are 
located. Both of them are with their own municipal 
buildings, lovely homes and industries, but both are 
interdependent upon each other. 

The history of these villages is the same, both of them 
having originated from the same settlements in the 
early p~riod. Only in comparatively recent times have 
the two villages been considered as separate units. In 
both villages there are beautiful homes, manufacturing 
plants and village buildings. The iron bridge 500 feet 
long spans the Black River and unites the two. 

Carthage was first settled by those who came up the 
Black River by boat from High Falls to Long Falls as 
Carthage was called in the earlier days. The name 
was well adapted for the river falls 55 feet in distance 
of about a mile. Settlement was begun about 1798. 
Henry Boutin purchased from Rudolph Tillier, agent of 
the French Company, at about that time 1,000 acres of 
land on the east side of the river. After his death 
James LeRay was named administrator on July 17, 
1815 and the title passed to Vincent LeRay at auction. 

Ran Old Ferry 
Chief among the earlier settlers was Jean Baptist Bas
sout. A native of France, he came with Baron Von 
Steuben to America and after Boutin's death was the 
only settler on the land. For years he kept an inn and 
ran a ferry across the river. He was the father of six 
children, one born in the town. The ferry was contin
ued until the first bridge was put in in 1812-13. Bas
sout died in Champion July 26, 1847 at the age of 93. 
When the post office was established here in 1835 the 
name of Carthage was given. Formerly post riders car
ried the mail. When Vincent LeRay established a land 
office here, it made the new village a center and a cer
tain prestige was won. 

The village of Carthage was incorporated May 26. 
1841 and the first village trustees were Virgil Brooks, 
president; Sue! Gilbert, Eben Hodgkins, Amos Choate 
and Walter Nimocks. 

The 50 islands that dot the Black River in its course 
were important in its early development. The one 
named Guyot's Island is particularly important as it 
was the industrial center of infant Carthage. The supe
rior power there made it ideal for a factory location and 
almost every type of work has been carried on there at 
some time during the village history. 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.coml-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Blast Furnace in 1819 
The nail factory was established in 1828 and a forge 
that burned in the same year. The greatest impetus 
was the blast furnace set up in 1819 by LeRay. This 
later passed into the hands of Budd and Bones. 

Tannery Island also is important to industrial life as it 
was here where the tannery was first established in 
1830 by Walter Nimocks and Allen Peck. In 1854 it 
passed to Major Dickerman. The flood of 1861 did 
$50,000 damage and since that time the plant de
creased. It burned 30 years ago and was never rebuilt. 
The important industry now is in paper. Several mills 
have been set up here and in West Carthage making 
various paper products. There also is the Braman 
Manufacturing company and Ryther and Pringle. 

Carthage has had its hardships and disasters as well 
as the good and prosperous years. It has many beauti
ful buildings and homes for the 5,000 inhabitants and 
looks toward the future with confidence for where 
power is ample manufacturing is sure to come. 

Success Story 
Hi folks. 
I just want to share a success story related to immigra
tion records for Jefferson County, as I got different 
results in one of my searches depending on where I 
asked .... 

My grt-grt-grt-grandfather, Michael J. Diepolder, immi
grated from Germany to LaFargeville with his parents 
in 1859. I wrote a couple of years ago to the Flower 
Memorial Library asking if they had any immigration 
records on file for him. They indicated that they had no 
record in the immigration index for him. Then again in 
March I was at the Jefferson County Clerk's office in 
Watertown looking up land records, when I walked by 
a huge (couple of feet in diameter) rolodex, which 
turned out to be an index of naturalization records for 
Jefferson County residents on file. 

I found Michael Diepolder in the index, and using the 
info on the card the Archivist on duty was able to pull 
out two original documents from 1870 from the vault, 
which turned out to be his Declaration of Intention. 
Here is a link to the documents, which I assume are 
probably representative of what can be found for other 
folks during that period: http:// 
rockisland I ighthouse. org/DI E PO LD E R-M ichael
intention-1876.gif and http://rockislandlighthouse.org/ 
Dl E POLDER-Michael-naturalization-1876. gif 

If you are looking for immigration-related documenta
tion and have had no success with the Library, I would 
suggest that you try the Clerk's office in Watertown. 
Good luck! 
Mark Wentling 
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Grandpa's Story 
by Bonnie Morley 

The Beginning 
This story began in November, 2002, when my s?n, 
Scott, told me that Quarriers had scheduled a reumon 
of the descendants of the British Home Children. and 
this reunion would be held in Kingston. and that I 
should try to attend. I had never heard of Quarriers. or 
the term British Home Children. but my family had 
known that my grandfather, Garnet Seymour Moore, 
had been orphaned, and sent to Canada as a young 
boy. Maybe Grandpa Moore was one of these chil
dren. In my box of old family photos I found three 
documents - a birth certificate showing that Garnet 
was born on the Isle of Man in 1882, in Ivy Cottage, 
Village of Kirk Michael, his mother's maiden name, 
and his father's name; second document - a photo 
post card of an ivy covered cottage with a note to "My 
dear Garnet", signed by "Fannie"; and the third docu
ment was Garnet's obituary from 1963. Wonderful 
memories of a loving, gentle Grandfather, a few photo
graphs, a letter he wrote to me when I was seven. my 
nickname, "Bonny Boy". these were my inheritance 
from him. 

The Search 
My son searched the Quarrier's website and found 
Gamet's name, the date he sailed, 1893, and another 
name, Alfred Arthur Moore, a name vaguely familiar, 
as I had been told many years ago, Garnet had a 
brother. Armed with information on the birth certificate, 
1 began searching the Isle of Man website, through the 
Mormon website, familysearch.org. I spent days and 
nights looking through the 1881 census names ~or A_r
thur Moore, his father, and Mary Ann Sh1mm1n 
(Moore), his mother. One night I found them - Arthur, 
Mary Ann, along with 3 children- Cecilia (4), Ethelreda 
(2), and Alfred Arthur (4 mos.). This was Garnet's fam
ily right there on my computer screen. I stared at the 
names in amazement, wondering how I could have 
loved my grandfather so dearly, and had known so 
little about his family. I searched further, determined to 
find the reason why these two boys were orphaned, 
and what became of his two sisters. In my subsequent 
searches I found Grandpa's grandparents, great 
grandparents and his genealogy all the way back to 
1630, all on the Isle of Man. 

My son had also been tracing our genealogy through 
my Grandmother, Eva Leona Kilgannon ~oore. T~o 
years ago he had left his email address tn a fam1ly 
folder at the Napanee Historical Society. This July, he 
got a message from a distant cousin who had found 
his name and had done extensive research on her 
Kilgannon family tree. Through Grandma Moore, we 
were descendants of 4 United Empire Loyalists who 
had settled in Canada after the Revolutionary War. I 
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never heard of a United Empire Loyalist, but in my 
quest for more information, many very helpful folks 
sent me information I needed to verify this descen
dancy. In our email correspondence I mentioned that I 
was going to attend a Quarrier's reunion on Novemb~r 
1st. with hopes of finding something about the fam1ly 
of my Grandfather, Eva Kilgannon's husband, and 
possibly something about an older brother, n~~ed 
Alfred . Many questions surfaced. No trace of Cec1ha or 
Ethelreda or Mary Ann appeared in the subsequent 
Isle of Man census. 

There was, however, an Arthur Moore listed at the 
same age as Garnet's father, but he was working as a 
Church groundskeeper, not a lead miner as stated in 
the 1881 census. Was this the end of the trail? 

The Family Found 
Once again 1 went to my old box of photos and reread 
Grandfather's obituary. It listed among his survivors, a 
brother, Alfred Arthur Moore, Hartland. New Bruns
wick. 1 emailed the information to a researcher, and he 
promptly emailed an obituary he had found, dated 
2001 , of a Winnifred (Moore} Adair, daughter of Alfred 
A. Moore and E. Rachel (Bilbow} Moore. It listed a sur
viving brother and sister with addresses. I found Win
nifred's brother, Alfred's only son, Douglas A. Moore. 
living in Brampton, Ontario, and I called him. 

The Three Orphaned Moore Brothers 
Douglas related the story of Alfred, Garnet, and a third 
brother, Walter Wilford Moore. and how and why they 
were all three shipped to Canada in 1893. In 1886 
their mother, Mary Ann, had died from pneumonia. 
She was just 35 years old! Their father could not find 
any work as there was a severe depression on the Isle 
of Man at the time, and many people were dymg of 
starvation. Arthur Moore's only hope to save his sons 
from starvation, as he told them. was to place them in 
the "Home Boys" program, and send them to Canada: 
Alfred was 13, Garnet, 11, and Walter. 10. 

Douglas described Alfred's account of the nightmarish 
voyage aboard a freighter which had offloaded cattle, 
the filth and stench they endured, no blankets, no cots, 
an unforgiving storm at sea, and their arrival in Que
bec. The three brothers were taken together to live 
with the Snider family in Emestown. They lived with 
the Sniders for three years, were well treated, and 
were sent to school. Alfred told Douglas that although 
the three boys were treated like family, Alfred had be
come a fathertike figure to Gamet and Walter. Alfred 
saved his hard earned money, and at sixteen, rented a 
house which the three brothers moved into. They man
aged fairly well for the times, worked at many jobs, on 
area farms, construction, railroad. and even crossed 
the border to work at a paper mill in Watertown, NY. 
All three lived for several more years in Ernestown 
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where Alfred married Eliza Rachel (Lizzy) Bilbow, later 
moving to Hartland, New Brunswick. Gamet married 
Grandma (Eva Leona Kilgannon), in Odessa, later 
moving to Brockville, Ontario, then settling in Water
town, New York in 1909. Walter went west to Great 
Falls, Montana, during a "harvesting excursion" and 
later settled there. He married a woman from Minne
sota, Victoria Colby. Through the years, the three 
brothers (and their sister, Frances) visited each other 
only occasionally, but each lived happy, fulfilling lives, 
for which we, their children and grandchildren are 
most thankful. What a different story I would not be 
here to tell if my great grandfather, Arthur Moore, had 
not sent his sons to Canada. 

The Postcard 
Frances , the little sister they left behind, was the au
thor of the mysterious photo post card. The photo was 
of a Manx Cottage, and on the back it read: "My dear 
Garnet, I'm sending you these views as I think you will 
like them. They make nice little pictures, also the 
memorium card which I think you will want, Love, Fan
nie". Douglas told me each brother got a similar post
card and memorium card from Fannie when their fa
ther died. Douglas' mother told him years later, (as he 
was not yet born) that when Alfred received the news 
from Fannie, he sat at the kitchen table with tears roll
ing down his face. He never quite understood nor for
gave his father for sending his sons away, but Fannie 
kept the family connected. After their father's death, all 
three brothers saved their money and sent for Fannie 
to come to Canada. They put her through nursing 
school in Gananoque. She later moved to West Mount 
(Montreal), married Jack Matheson, the police ser
geant, and years later moved to Miami, Florida. 

The Meeting 
In 1952, after Alfred had retired, he read a notice in a 
Toronto newspaper announcing a meeting of the North 
American Manx Society, scheduled to be held at the 
Royal Hotel, Toronto. He told his family he was going 
to attend although it was a very long journey from his 
home in Hartland. During that first evening, which was 
an informal "get acquainted" gathering, he stopped to 
listen to a conversation one man was relating to a 
small group of interested listeners. The man was say
ing that he had come to the United States, settled in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, and had been searching for his 
three cousins for 60 years. He told the listeners that he 
had found two cousins, both living in the United 
States, but had lost all hope of ever finding the third, 
his best friend, Alfred Moore. At that moment, Alfred 
tapped him on the shoulder, and said, "You are look
ing at him." Time stood still for William R. Moore and 
Alfred Arthur Moore that night! Sixty-one years had 
passed since the two boys had played together at Bar
regarrow, Kirk Michael, 10M. In the next four years, 
before William R. Moore passed away, each visited 
the other's home and family. On one such visit, William 
gave Alfred a genealogy of their Moore family which 
his son, Douglas, had kept among his father's posses
sions, and of which I now hold a copy. William R. 
Moore's father, William Moore, and Alfred, Garnet and 
Walter Moore's father, Arthur Moore, were brothers. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

And Finally 
I may never know what became of Cecilia or Ethel
reda, or if in fact there may have been another older 
sister. Douglas told me the name Esther sounded fa
miliar, but the many decades had clouded his memory. 
Whatever I find in my future efforts to locate these 
Moore descendants, I now have this wonderful family 
history to pass on to my children, grandchildren, and 
those living relatives of Eva (Kilgannon) and Gamet 
Moore. Bonnie (Moore) Morley, Granddaughter 

History of Wilna by Laura Prievo 
(Laura Prievo is Historian for Town ofWilna 

and Village of Carthage) 

The Town of Wilna was established April 2, 1813, tak
ing land from LeRay in Jefferson County and Leyden 
in Lewis County, thus altering the boundaries of the 
two counties. The new town was called Wilna, from 
Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania. It was in the same 
year that Napoleon marched his troops into the Lithua
nian capital, so we may speculate that the name was 
chosen to recognize that event. 

The Black River separates Wilna from Champion, and 
it was along this river that early settlement began, with 
the river offering excellent water power for industries. 
The Indian River in the northwesterly corner of the 
town, also provided mill sites. 
Wilna has three incorporated villages: Carthage, De
feriet, and Herrings, and one hamlet, Natural Bridge. 
Prior to the 1941 expansion of Pine Camp, now Fort 
Drum, there were three other hamlets: Wilna, North 
Wilna, and Woods Mills (also called Wood Settle
ment.) 

Carthage had its beginnings along the Black River, 
and first was called Long Falls, a name derived from a 
feature of the river itself. When the first post office was 
established, it was given the name of Carthage. In a 
similar way, Natural Bridge gets its name from a fea
ture of the Indian River. Here the River flows through a 
subterranean passage under the white limestone, cre
ating a natural bridge. 

For many years, Herrings and Deferiet were known as 
"company towns," the company being the St. Regis 
Paper Company. William P. Herring built and operated 
the first mill at Herrings, and for a time the place was 
called simply "Herring's Mill," later shortened to its pre
sent name. When the St. Regis Company built their 
new paper mill at what is now Deferiet, they also con
structed homes for their employees who were mostly 
Italian and Polish immigrants. They considered nam
ing the new community "Eggleston" after a company 
official, but the local citizenry insisted that the only ap
propriate name would be that of Madame Jenika de
Feriet, whose home, "The Hermitage," was the first to 
be built at that location. Deferiet and Herrings became 
incorporated villages in March 1921, and properties 
are now privately owned. 
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Wilna Cemeteries 
An abandoned cemetery is one which no longer ac
cepts burials, and which is under the protection of the 
town. A destroyed cemetery is one from which all 
markers have been removed, all records lost, and is 
known as a general location only. The numbers below 
refer to the map above. All telephone numbers are in 
the 315 area code. We have used CR to indicate a 
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county road number. Starred (*) cemeteries are inac
tive. 
1. FAIRVIEW, located between lower South James 
and South Washington Streets in Carthage, was es
tablished in 1869 and accommodated both Catholic 
and Protestant burials. It is governed by the Fairview 
Cemetery Association. Michael Liberates, 493-4983 or 
493-2670. 
2. ST. JAMES, located on outer South James Street 
(NYS Route 126), also is known as New St. James, to 
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(Wilna Cemeteries continued) 

distinguish it from the older Catholic section of Fair
view Cemetery. Administration is by St. James Roman 
Catholic Church. 
*3. TOWN OF WILNA, also called the old State Street 
Cemetery, is located on State Street in Carthage, be
tween North Clinton and North Washington Streets. It 
was established in 1827 on what then was the St. 
Lawrence Turnpike. It is now part of Monument Park. 
Contact the Town of Wilna Highway Department at 
493-3330. 
*4. TOWN OF WILNA (unnamed), on NYS Route 3, 
just west of the Carthage village limits, is largely for
gotten. Its history is obscure. Contact the Town of 
Wilna Highway Department at 493-3330. 
5. SAND HILL, on NYS Route 3 near Natural Bridge is 
listed on some maps as the Natural Bridge Cemetery. 
Contact Alfrieda Morgan, 493-1418. 
6. HILLSIDE, on the other side of Natural Bridge, 
started as a family cemetery and later expanded to lie 
partly in the Town of Wilna and partly in the Town of 
Diana in Lewis County. Contact: Helen Ormiston, 493-
3265. 
*7. BLACK CREEK is located off NYS Route 3 be
tween Carthage and Natural Bridge. Contact the Town 
of Wilna Highway Department at 493-3330. 
*8. FULTON, a family cemetery, is found at the comer 
of Avery Road and the Ridge, or Hogsback Road. The 
cemetery is behind the former Sarvay schoolhouse, 
with is now a private dwelling. Contact the Town of 
Wilna Highway Department at 493-3330. 
9. PIERCE, located on old Route 26 from Carthage to 
Antwerp, lies just inside the boundaries of the Fort 
Drum military reservation and is easily accessible just 
beyond the intersection of Routes 3 and 3A. Jt is still 
an active cemetery and is governed by a cemetery 
association. Contact Cindy Trombley, 644-4708. 
*1 0. WOODS MILLS is located near the Indian River 
in the impact area of Fort Drum. 
*11. LAKE DISTRICT, sometimes called GATES or 
GORMLEY, is located off Route 3A near the Fargo 
corner, and within the boundaries of Fort Drum. 
*12. COOPER is a small family plot within the Fort 
Drum boundaries. Location is unknown to the general 
public. 
There may be other cemeteries with the confines .of 
the military reservation. For the safety of the pubhc, 
the roads are opened only on Memorial Day and Labor 
Day. For more information or for directions, contact the 
Fort Drum Public Affairs Office. 
Partial listings of burials in the above cemeteries ca~ 
be found in the Heritage Room at Carthage Free LI
brary. The room is staffed by volunteers and is open 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and from 2 to 4 p. m. 
Wednesdays. 

On tbe Web: bttp://rootsweb.com./- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Letters may be sent snail mail: 
Aunty Jeff, c/o Dixon, 15407 Dixon Rd., 

Clayton NY 13624 
or E-mail nandixon@Gisco.net 

Dear Aunty Jeff, 
1 am trying to find a contact for Hillside cemetery . as I 
would like to visit Isaac, Jennette and Aldbert Tnpp's 
graves. Is there a map or plan of the cemetery ~hat 
would indicate the location of the graves? If there IS a 
reference on any of the Jefferson history and geneal
ogy website I have missed it. 

Mary 

Dear Mary, 
From page 11 of the January 2003 JCNYGS Informer: 
Hillside is on County Route 47 in the hamlet of Cham
pion. Turn north at the crossroads of County Route 47 
and State Route 126. Contact Mrs. Joseph (Helen) 
Morisette at 34576 NYS Route 12 E, Cape Vincent NY 
13518; phone (315) 654-4594. As for a map ... good 
luck. Maps are the exception, not the rule. 
Aunty Jeff 

Dear Aunty Jeff, 
My interest in Champion is in the period 1820 - 1880. 
Can you recommend any museums or other sites we 
could visit that would give us a 'feel' for farm life at that 
time? 

Susie 
Dear Susie, 
For museums: This won't be an exact match, but I 
strongly recommend the Northern New York Awic~l
tural Museum at Stone Mills, near LaFargev1lle 1n 

northern Jefferson County. See http:// 
home.usadatanet.neU-agstonemills/ They aim at the 
complete farm life around the tum of the century, but 
they certainly have earlier items. Marguerite Rainieri, 
the director, was brought up on a farm in NYS and is 
very knowledgeable. She remembers horse drawn 
equipment in use. 
Aunty Jeff 

"Sharing what you have is more 
important than what you have." -
Albert M. Wells, Jr. 
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Queries 
Send Queries to: Suzanne L. Howard, POB 21, Chippewa Bay, NY 13623; LemmonMinnie@hotmail.com; Subject: lnfom1er 

WICKS/BURNHAM 
The key person we are really looking for is Mary Burn
ham. We believe she was born in NY because all the 
census records say so. We simply haven't been able 
to find her birth records or parents anywhere in Jeffer
son County. Perhaps you could help us? Children of 
Benjamin 2nd were: Benjamin 3rd, William, Philemon, 
John, Polly, Sarah, Amy, Welthy, Jane, & Renew. 
Benjamin 2nd & his brothers had moved to western 
New York near Watertown (Oxbow) about 1800 AD. 
Of the children of Benjamin 2nd, in which we are di
rectly interested, are Philemon & Renew. Philemon 
was my father's father & Renew was my mother's 
mother. So my father & mother were cousins. Phile
mon Wicks was named for Phil Stacy, his grandpa. 
Philemon Wicks, born at Oxbow, N.Y. 1-15-1799, was 
married three times. Last wife, Mary (Jane) Burnham, 
our ancestor & mother of all the kids except Charles 
who never moved west, lived near Oxbow. Children of 
our direct family were Henry, John, Philemon, Martin, 
Elizabeth. The family moved to Princeton, Wisconsin 
about 1845. Grandfather Philemon died Oct.11 , 1859. 
Grandmother Mary Burnham Wicks was born Dec.5, 
1808 & died of cancer of the breast & I estimate the 
time as about Sept 15, 1870, Princeton, WI. 
Sincerely, 

Paul Andrews 
7210 Jordan Ave, #C-74, Canoga Park, CA 91303 

818-999-2158 
Paulandrews 77@aol. com 

BUGBEE 
I am currently researching my ancestors, one of whom 
is Chauncey Bugbee. Records here in Australia show 
that he came from Jefferson county, NY. He was born 
around 1818, & was transported to Australia as a po
litical prisoner in 1839 for involvement with the rebel
lion against British occupation in Canada. He was con
victed at Fort Henry, Toronto. My main interest is to 
establish his ancestry. I hope you may be of some as
sistance. Yours truly, 

Sue Buckby 
P 0 Box 1021, Echuca 3564, VIC, AUSTRALIA 

abwsueb@echuca.net.au 

BACONN ALIEREN ALLIERN ALLIERES/COFFEE/ 
COFFEY 
My query is of my ancestor, David Gorge Bacon, who 
md Maria Margarette Valier & had 15 children. He set
tled in Cape Vincent, Jefferson County, at the western 
end of the Thousand Islands, and/or settled on Carlton 
Island. Would like any records of marriage, births, & 
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also of David's father, whom we suspect was George 
David Bacon, md Abigail Coffee/Coffey. George fa
thered David & daughter, Betsy with Abigail, but possi
bly died in the War of 1812. George is our mystery, we 
cannot get beyond him or his parents & know little of 
him, can anyone help? Abigail later md John Alam 
Perrigo. David was known is some census to take his 
stepfather's surname of Perrigo. The Valieres were 
from Ontario or Montreal, 3 Rivers area, Canada. 
Thank you in advance for your kind assistance. 

Laura Bacon Partridge 
PMB-139-20885, Redwood Rd, Castro Valley, 

CA.94546 
baconslanding@comcast. net. 

MULLANLL Y/ODELL 
My Grandmother was a nurse at St Joachim Hospital, 
in the 3rd Ward, in the 1900 US census for the City of 
Watertown, NY. Watertown Public Library & one of 
their researchers knew nothing about it or that it ex
isted. But on the Census sheet I obtained from the 
National Archives, the enumerator stated at the top of 
the page, that this sheet census was taken at that hos
pital. The nurses lived in a dormitory or similar facility. 
Many of them were immigrants from Ireland, England, 
Canada, & Sweden. The majority were born in the US. 
Unfortunately the physical street address was so badly 
written that I could not decipher the name, but the first 
3 letters look like Ind. My Grandmother, Elizabeth 
Mary Mullally (Odell) lived in Watertown for most of 
her life until her death in 1961 . She immigrated from 
Carlow, Ireland in 1897, landing in New York City. I 
have not been able to find my grandmother on a ships 
list nor could the folks at NARA. I am hoping there are 
some archives about this hospital that may have some 
information as to how they recruited the nurses on that 
long census list. Thank you in advance. 

Joan S & Joan Barnes 
PO Box 192, Nantucket, MA 02554 

Email: barnesack@verizon.net 

YOUNG/AUGSBURY 
I am seeking information about my ggg grandmother 
Hannah Young. I believe she was born February 18, 
1789 & died June 6, 1856. Her parents may have 
been John D. Young & Peggy. Hannah md David 
Augsbury, 1807. She must have lived in the Pamelia, 
Jefferson County area, for at least at a time, as her 
daughter Dinah Augsbury was born there in 1820. 
Any information you have about this family &or their 
ancestors would be greatly appreciated. 

Twy/ia Voshol 
2104 N. Wilson, Royal Oak, M/48073 

tdvgen@comcast. net 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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COLE/FOX/HOGUE 
I'm looking for Lucy Cole from Sackets Harbor. She 
was said to have been born in 1776, location un
known. She must have md a Fox as her daughter was 
Lucy Jane Fox born 1805, New York, probably Jeffer
son County. I did see an Amasa Fox who was one of 
the early settlers of Sackets Harbor in the 181 0 cen
sus, seemed to be the right age & had one daughter 
under the age of 10 listed. Also, Lucy Jane Fox was 
md to a William Hogue who d 1829, location unknown. 
Thank you . 

Patrick Hogue 
1636 Camino Largo, Corona, CA 92881 

pdhogue@hotmail. com 

GRANT/BARRY 
1 am looking for information regarding my grandmother 
Louise Grant Barry, died Syracuse, NY, March 7, 
1932. She md Clifford DeWitt Grant in Watertown abt 
1910 & he was killed by being gored by a bull May 
1915 on dairy farm near Watertown. To the best of my 
knowledge she left the Watertown area in either 1916 
or 1917 & lived in Utica & then in Syracuse. Thank 
you. 

David Allard 
4275 Owens Road #514, Evans, GA 30809 

DHAI/ard@ao/. com 

SPINK/CASTOR 
I'm looking for any information on the children of Elijah 
Spink. According to one source, he was b~rn 1768, 
West Greenwich, Kent, Rhode Island, & d1ed 1812, 
Sackets Harbor, NY. He might have md Cynthia Cas
tor. 1792, Spencertown, NY. I would especially like 
some evidence that links this Elijah Spink to Orsamus 
Spink, b Jefferson County, 1806. Orsamus moved to 
western Michigan in 1844. Thank you. 

Larry Phillips 
7563 Beech Daly, Taylor, Michigan 48180-1536 

/dp7@wowway.com 

CAN ELL 
I am researching the Ross P Canell family for a friend 
of mine & would like to know what records are avail
able for the Depauville (p. of b.), Evans Mills (p.of d.) 
area & what library I would contact to request obituar
ies & other records that may be on microfilm for these 
areas. Any advice on how to obtain public records, 
other than ordering court house ones, will certainly be 
appreciated. Does your organization do research work 
or have a service (for fee, of course) that would pro
vide someone who will take tombstone pictures, etc.? 
Thank you in advance for any information you can 
send me. 

Pat Grant 
703 Dogwood Dr, Dalton, OH 44618 

patjgrant@yahoo. com 

BALDWIN/GRANGER/STARKS/RANDALL 
References used: 1850 &1860 Fed Cen Jeff Co, T/o 
Theresa showing William George & in 60 also W 
George's wife, Mary living with Jonas Baldwin. Area 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

map with name inserted. Clinton Co, 1850, 1870 Cen
sus of Waupaca, 1890 census of Ashland, WI. Mar
riage Registration of Wm George Baldwin & Mary 
Starks from Waupaca, Death records of Wm George. 
News papers showing birth of my uncle in Ashland & 
my Dad in Racine. Death record of my Grandfather; 
Johnson Baldwin. Ancestry.com records of Jonas 
Baldwin & Ruth Granger's children: Wm, George, 
Warren & Luther. Information submitted to me from a 
Wisconsin Researcher. 
I am the ggranddaughter of Mary Starks & Wm 
George Baldwin. Her parents: Louise Randall & Isaac 
Starks. Census & marriage records show Mary b. VT, 
1 have never been able to find where in VT. 1850 she 
was living in Clinton Co, NY. She md my ggrandfather 
in Waupaca, WI, 1858. They moved back to Jefferson 
Co, NY, where Wm George was from, around 1860. 
There they had children: Frank, Nellie, Fred & Saman
tha. In 1870 they are in the Waupaca census. They 
had Charles, d. age 2 & my grandfather, Johnson, 
b.187 4. Mary d. 2 wks after my grandfather was born. 
In 1878, my ggrandfather died. My grandfather was 
sent to live with his Aunt Cornelia Starks Tarr & hus
band, Johnson Tarr. I don't know where the other chil
dren were raised. I do know Frank was living in Ash
land WI in the 1890 census, a boarder, not md. I was 
told Mattie md Frank Kaiser. I don't have any more 
information on them. Fred drowned age 10. I think my 
ggrandfather had a very sad life losing his wife and 
two of his children. I would almost bet that he died of a 
broken heart. I don't know who his father was, maybe 
b England, all census & md record say NY. He lived 
with Mary at Jonas Baldwin's residence in Theresa, 
Jefferson County NY. I know that Jonas was most 
likely not his father as two of his sons were named 
William & George & they were born a lot earlier than 
my ggrandfather. Am trying to find out if family story is 
correct & Wm George came from England or really 
was b NY. I would like to find his parents & what his 
connection was with Jonas Baldwin. Jonas b 1798, 
NH md Ruth Granger. Children: Wm -1814, George-
1816, Luther- 1832 & Warren- 1827. My William 
George was b 1831, children b Theresa, NY. Wm's 
listed as NY but not where. 

HAYDEN 

M. Sue Baldwin 
1233 Preis Ln. Apt 3, Godfrey, IL 62035-4155 

msbaldwin@norcom2000.com 

I'm looking for information on "The Hayden Family", 
specifically Samuel Hayden, b abt 1808. Could you 
please assist me? 

HALUPAUL 

Art Hayden 
a.hayden@fi.com 

I am interested in obtaining information regarding the 
family of Roland Hall, b. abt 1757, s/o Peletiah Hall & 
1st wife Sarah Paul, both of Dorchester, Mass. He md 
Elizabeth Willard in Walpole, NH in 1778. They relo
cated to Cooperstown, NY. Children: 1. Roland, b 
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1783, md Lydia Harris; 2. Peletiah b 1787, md Abula 
Crook; 3. Samuel, b 1799, md Nancy B; 4. Willard, b 
1794, md Mary Todd; 5. Sylvanus, b 1789, md Eliza 
Matthews. A source indicates there were 3 or 4 
daughters also, but no names mentioned; does any
one have them? Roland & Peletiah relocated to Cham
pion, NY & were War of 1812 veterans. Samuel, 
Willard & Sylvanus relocated to tlo Antwerp, Jefferson 
Co. The families of Roland & Peletiah are well de
tailed, both bur. Champion Cemetery. Samuel is bur
ied in the Antwerp Cemetery- we don't have bur. loca
tion of Sylvanus or Willard. We can determine no de
tails of children of Sylvanus, Willard & Samuel Hall. 
Thank you. 

Harold Wilkinson 
2712 SW Luradel St. , Portland, OR 97225 

rumahall@hevanet.com 

COVEY/LANPHEAR 
I'm looking for the name of the cemetery & town for the 
following: Info from Jefferson County Cemeteries: 
COVEY, JONATHAN died 9 May 1850 76Y 1OM 4D 
Lake Dist Jonathan Covey, b.5 July 1774, Bristol, 
Hartford, CT. md Roxanna Lanphear. Old family 
group sheet has recorded Jonathan & son Cyrenius & 
1st wife, Abigail d.1 Aug 1846, are bur. in Jefferson 
County in Lake Dist Cemetery. The above burial infor
mation was given to me & I've tried to find a cemetery 
by that name in Jefferson County but no luck. Jona
than- 1810 US Census, Rutland, Jefferson, NY; son
Cyrenius b. abt 1803, Rutland, Jefferson, NY; son. 
Phillip, b. abt 1804, Rutland, Jefferson, NY. 48 y/o 
Cyrenius in 1850 US census Wilna, Jefferson, NY. 76 
y/o Cyrenius in 1880 US census for Rutland, Jeffer
son, NY. Thanks for any help you can give me! 

McCARTHY 

Katherine Porter 
7035 Aegean Blvd, Bremerton, Wa 98311 

jakaporter@juno. com 

I am trying to gather information on my paternal grand
father James A McCarthy Naturalized in Watertown, 
NY 1 0 Oct 1894 & I believe he was a resident He was 
bricklayer/stonemason by trade. I also believe he had 
a family while living in NY. I am not sure if he was mar
ried while he was in Watertown. I suspect he had a 
family while in NYS between 1890 & 1910. I think 
those dates are pretty accurate. He died in 1933 how
ever my father said he thought he had a half sister in 
NYS. I also believe he immigrated to the US with two 
brothers, I don't know their names but I always thought 
one of them was named Andrew because my father 
was named William Andrew. I am trying to get a copy 
of my grandfathers naturalization declaration. If I lived 
closer it would be easier to track these records down. I 
would be very interested in any information your read
ers could provide. Thank you very much for your atten
tion. 

Jim McCarthy 
330-730-1527 

jmccarthy@siummitoh.net 
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HOWARD 
My grandfather was John Freeman Howard from Ak
ron, Iowa; trying to track down our history since he 
passed away in 2000. I'm now searching for Parker 
Howard b. 3 Aug 1794, Dover, Dutchess, NY & d. 1 
Feb 1882, Lena, IL Parker had children in NY: New
comb, b. 12 Jul 1834, Jefferson Co, NY, d. 14 Nov 
1905 Ireton, Iowa; Murray b.1821 Jefferson Co NY; 
Edwin b.1830,same county; Richard b.3 Oct 1837, d. 
14 Aug 1871, Lena, IL, Gilbert Livingston , b. 11 Oct 
1822, Henderson, Jefferson, NY, d. 19 Jan 1899, 
Lena, IL & Adelia, b.1828. Parker came to Illinois abt 
1850 or earlier, found in 1850 census for Illinois. I 
would like to find out Parker's parents, grandparents, 
etc. & where from. Any help you could help is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you again for any help, 

Cory Swensen 
1610 N. Mu"ay Apt. 220, Colorado Springs, Co 80915 

Swensen62@adelphia. net 

TRIPP/LAWSON 
I will be visiting Jefferson County in September for 2 or 
3 days. I am researching the family of Isaac Tripp 
(1792? - 1870) & Jennette Lawson Tripp (1803 -
1883). They lived in Champion from 1830 until about 
the time of Isaac's death. Isaac Tripp fought in the 
War of 1812 & was wounded in the Battle of Fort Erie. 
Some of his family moved to Ohio and his bible and 
family photographs are in the Rutherford B Hayes 
Presidential Center library. I would be interested in 
establishing contact with anyone researching this fam
ily or anyone who might have information about them. 
Many thanks 

Marianne Tripp Punshon 
27 Democrat Drive, The Basin, Victoria 3154 Australia 

mipunshon@optusnet.com. au 

PRICE 
I am looking for any information about the birth of Syl
vester Price which was to have occurred in 1828 in 
Jefferson County, New York. I would love to know his 
parents & anything else I can learn about him. He later 
married Esther Moyer and finally died in Ontario, Can
ada. 

Carol A Price 
2456 Sinclair NE Grand Rapids, Ml 49505 

616-447-8976 
cprice@ci. grand-rapids. mi. us 

BOYLE/DRAPER 
Looking for information on John Boyle, b. abt 1797, 
Ireland, d. 22 Dec 1869, Mt Clemens, Macomb, Michi
gan. He md Lucretia Draper, 8 Feb 1823, Gravelly 
Point, Jefferson, NY. They moved to Loughborough, 
Ontario, Canada where their 6 children were born, 
names are: Nancy Louisa, Mary E. , George Pemroy, 
Lydia Ann, William, and John Zemira. Then they 
moved to Ohio in 1839 & finally to Michigan where 
many of their descendants are located. Thank you, 

Debbie Morgan 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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P. 0. Box 538, Glide, OR 97 443 
dkm@glidecable. com 

PARKER/HUNTER 
I am looking for information about my great grandpar
ents Leander Parker & Margaret Hunter Parker. They 
were both from Watertown, NY abt 1860. They had at 
least 1 child, my grandmother, Adelia Adeline Parker. 
My grandmother was an orphan so there is a good 
chance they are buried somewhere near Watertown. 
Any information would be very helpful. Thank You, 

NASH 

Earl Kehr 
911 Mastline Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401 

Kehr1945@aol. com 

I have gotten back as far as William Wallace Nash. I 
have his death certificate & pictures I took of his tomb
stone in Pillar Point. Have been unable to get obit. He 
died Jan.1904. I remember my grandmother Adelia 
Helen Nash, d/o Frank W. & Roseanna Shaffrey 
Nash, md Clark Dawley. I need to find Wallace 
Nash's father & mother as well as his wife Louisa's 
maiden name. His de. says his father was John Nash, 
b Vt, moved to Mass. & from there to Pillar Point, Jef
ferson Co., N.Y. He is mentioned in the business di
rectory of Natural Bridge (north Croghan) as being a 
farmer there. His mother was listed as Harriet Hawley 
Nash, b. Wilna Co., N.Y. My grandmother mentioned 
being related to the family of Sir Francis Drake on one 
side of the family & to William of Orange on another. 
My line remained, for the most part, in northwestern 
N.Y. state. Others removed to Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Kansas and Oklahoma. Can anybody help? Thanks in 
advance, 

CHURCHILUBRODWAY 

Marilyn 
bbums@kanokla.net 

My past family originated in Jefferson CO, NY & I'm 
trying to find information on them. Here is my lineage 
back there: 
Asahel Churchill, b 21 Jun 1783, Conn., d. Aug 1849, 
Ellisburg, Jeff Co, NY. His wife was Amy Brodway 
from Mass. They had 6 children. 1) Charles H., b 20 
Jun 1812, Jeff Co, NY. 2) Lydia b Abt.1818, Jeff Co, 
NY; 3) Richard B, b Abt.1825, Jeff Co, NY; 4) Francis 
A. b 30 Aug 1831, Jeff Co, NY; 5) Kelsey, b Abt.1830, 
Jeff Co, NY; & 6) William Martin, b Feb 1834, Jeff Co, 
NY. I have an old written note that they are listed Mi
crofische page 166, New York No. 7 and on Film 
0017719, item 1. However, I have no idea what or 
where these are located. 

MAXAMfTIFFANY 

Doug Nelson 
PO Box 2121 

Poulsbo, WA 98370 
dhnelson@tscnet. com 

I'm trying to join DAR with Samuel Maxam the Patriot 
& need info. Need a marriage record for William 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Maxam & Martha Tiffany , who is to have married in 
1810. Their son, James Maxham's, birth record is 
needed & was born in Jefferson County in 1819. I ap
preciate any help you can regarding these records. 
These are my last two records to get. Thanks for your 
help. 

Rhonda Kren 
2823 S. Island Drive, Nampa, Idaho 83686 

Rrkren@aol. com 

BROOKS/MCKEE/MARSH/FRASER 
Interested in making contact with anyone researching 
the following families: George M. Brooks, b 24 Dec 
1796, Yorkshire, England; d 24 Jul 1862, Madoc, 
Hastings, Ontario, Canada; md 12 Aug 1823, Jeffer
son County, Nancy McKee b 8 Apr 1799, Ellisburg, 
Jefferson, NY; d 12 Oct 1866, Madoc, Hastings, On
tario, Canada. Nancy d/o Joseph Mckee, Jr, b 20 Sep 
1758, Hartford, CT; d 20 Nov 1829, Ellisburg, Jeffer
son, NY & Irene Marsh b 20 Mar 1765, East Hartford, 
Hartford, CT; d 25 Aug 1828. Nancy & 1st husband, 
Daniel Fraser, md 1817, had daughter, Jane b 22 Aug 
1819. George & Nancy had the following children b 
Jefferson Co, NY: Anson McClellan, 27 Dec 1824; 
Richard Harrison , 4 May 1827; Emma 1., 19 Dec 
1828; Harriet Elizabeth, 1 Apr 1831. These children 
born Fredericksburg, Ontario, Canada: Mary Caroline, 
10 Jul1833; Hanna A, 4 Nov 1835; George M, 21 Aug 
1837. 

Carol Rooksby Weidlich 
5529 Adam Drive, North Fort Myers, FL 33917-4099 

crw020551 @earthlink.net 

CHEESEMAN/CHEESMANfTRUVILLAIKELLOGG 
I am a descendent of Jeremiah Cheeseman/ 
Cheesman, b 25 May 1791, Middlefield, Hampshire, 
MA; from Alexandria & possibly Theresa, Jefferson 
Co, NY. Jeremiah was brother of Anson Cheeseman, 
a 1st settler of Tlo Theresa. Looking for info on 
Jeremiah Cheeseman & his family. I believe 
Jeremiah's wife was Sallie Truvilla. They had at least 
6 children. Jeremiah's son, Francis, was my 
gggggrandfather. Francis lived in Theresa with family 
in 1850 census. In 1860 census his wife Sarah/Sallie ? 
Kellogg, widow, had moved to Williamstown, Oswego 
Co, NY with 6 children. Youngest child was 5 yo, so 
Francis d 1855- 1860, Theresa. Don't exactly know 
when or where he is buried; or when Jeremiah & wife 
died & where they are buried. I would also be inter
ested to know exactly where their farm was in Alexan
dria. Any help you could provide would be greatly ap
preciated. Sincerely, 

Christine (Cheesman) White 
758 South Huckleberry Way, Webster, NY 14580 

585-671-8287 
hopechest@frontiemet. net 
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RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison CoWities) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13601 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13 619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O.Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315) 387-2155 

genealogist13083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
(will research August through March) 

P.O. Box220 
Belleville, NY 13611 
Rhodes@Gisco.net 

Deanna Vosburgh Smith 
102 Lafayette Street 

Palatine Bridge, NY 13428 
dee48@citlink.net 
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Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830- 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 
to 1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a 
chart showing the formation of Jefferson County 
Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 

Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
POBox6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

If you would like to save on postage, you may pick one 
up from Jean Coyne (Evans Mills), Pauline Zach 
(Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin (Dexter). 
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Linda Malinich Jerry Davis Lis Couch Jean Coyne Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28 Kevin Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14625 
malinich@attglobal.net 
585-586-9267 

P.O. Box275 
Clayton, NY 13624 
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The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.net editor; Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@imcnet.net pub
lisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor
rello@worldnet.att.ne!; Jean Coyne, Dcovne@twcny.rr.com; Jerry Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol Garnsey, cgarnsey@Gisco.net; Bob 
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The articles in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way offen
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

Dear Informer Committee and Editorial Members, 

I just received two past issues of the Informer that I 
ordered from Bill Dixon. I was so impressed with the 
work that all of you did that I had to write to each one 
of you. The information you included in the March 
2005 issue and the May 2002 issue was invaluable to 
me as a family researcher. Due to the fact I am not 
from Jefferson County I am not able to visit your librar
ies and gather certain information that I would if I lived 
there. Your Informer is not only full of important his
torical and family information but also provides the 
family researcher with suggestions of resources to 
consider and locate. I would just like to thank you so 
much for all of your hard work. It is truly appreciated. 
I found the Informer so interesting that I am going to 
join your society and I look forward to reading future 
issues of the Informer. Also, if I can be of help tran
scribing information from home I would be happy to do 
that for you. 

If you are ever in need of information on the following 
families I would be happy to provide it. I am still re
searching all of these families of mine but I would love 
to make the information available to current and future 
generations. I am tied to Jefferson County primarily 
on my father's side: 

Cheeseman - Jeremiah Cheeseman (brother of Anson 
Cheeseman}, Town of Theresa. His son, Francis, 
was my great, great, great, great grandfather. I be-
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lieve Jeremiah and a son, Alonzo, may have been 
converted to the Mormon faith while living in Theresa. 

Gardner - Francis/Frank Gardner and Susan Bellair 
Gardner of Ellisburg. Their son, Henry Gardner, was 
a Civil War soldier in the 26th NY Infantry. He died in 
Wayne County, NY 

Simmons - Sackets Harbor and Adams. 
*My great great grandfather was Schuyler Simmons, 
the last lighthouse keeper of Horse Island. I have 
some photos, newspaper clippings and family stories 
of the family and their time on Horse Island. The is
land is privately owned by Carl Martin (last I knew he 
lived in Henderson) and he was gracious enough to 
take my husband and I to the island about 5 years 
ago. 

Keep up the great work! 
Kindest Regards, 

Dear Editor, 

Christine (Cheesman) White 
758 South Huckleberry Way 

Webster, NY 14580 
585-671-8287 

hopechest@frontiemet.net 

I recently purchased a copy of the Jefferson County, 
New York Will Abstracts 1830-1850. This is a truly 
outstanding volume and should be a mainstay of any
one's library who researches families in early Jeffer
son County. 

My thanks to the generosity of the members of the 
Society who put this excellent piece together. I look 
forward to the next volume. Jon Holcombe 

JCNYGS member 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

August Meeting 

Dr. Marilyn Van Dyke began by mentioning events of 
interest going on in the "Eastern Foothills of the Adi
rondacks" and reviewed some of the programs in her 
own North Eastern New York Genealogy Society 
formed in 1980 and their newsletter the Patent. Their 
September meeting will be on "African Americans in 
Washington County" while their year end meeting will 
be at the local high school with a hands on computer 
workshop. She continued with a sketch of her own 
genealogical background and some of her own family 
genealogy. Dr. Van Dyke passed out papers that in
cluded "Research Sources Checklisr and a 
"Relationship Calculator Charr. 

In referring to barriers or obstacles to genealogy work, 
Dr. Van Dyke mentioned time to do it, protective 
clerks, government bureaucracy, historians who say "1 . 
don't do genealogy," incorrect information, hours that 
repositories are open, new privacy issues, and finally 
cost. She used a short article in Johnathan Shepard's 
book "500 Brickwall Solutions to Genealogy Work" 
which introduced many of us to this new book. Pursu
ing the cost issue, she encouraged our support of NY
SCOGO's resolution on the "Right To Know Your 
Family" law. If you are a member of a genealogy soci
ety, you would be able to get records at half price as 
well as get to look at the record before you purchase 
it. Dr. Van Dyke presented the paper that listed the 
rational for support of the resolution. It contained 
statements such as "genealogy makes for stronger 
families." Interesting also was her statement that the 
number one hobby or avocation in America is now ge
nealogy. 

JCNYGS Vice President Bob VanBrocklin speaks 
with Dr. Marilyn VanDyke at the August meeting. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

September Meeting 

AI Seymour presented a program on French-Canadian 
genealogy and internet web sites that will help anyone 
working on their French-Canadian connections. While 
the hotel was not able to make an internet connection 
available to the society, AI presented a most interest
ing program on his own research and what he has 
found on some of the internet sites. He handed out a 
list of 20 internet addresses that might be helpful to 
fellow genealogists. 

In the picture AI Seymour and Margaret O'Dell discuss 
some things of interest after AJ's presentation. 

Upcoming 
JCNYGS Meetings 

NOVEMBER MEETING 
Date: Saturday, November 12th 
Time: 1:30 p.m. (an afternoon meeting) 
Place: Museum in Henderson 
Speaker: Eric Anderson, Henderson Town 

Historian & Night City Editor for the 
Watertown Daily Times 

DECEMBER MEETING 
Date: Monday, December 12th 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Place: Jefferson County Historical Society, 

Washington Street, Watertown 
Speaker: Dr. Timothy Abel, Director of the Museum 

ALSO, 

There will be no meetings in either 
JANUARY or FEBRUARY 2006. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCGS MINUTES 
AUGUST 8, 2005 

Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to order at 
6:30 pm. The minutes were read and approved by 
motion of Bob VanBrocklin and seconded by Janet 
Butler. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr reported a balance of $8,069.51. 
The complete report is attached. Lis Couch moved to 
approve the report and Elaine Jobson seconded. 
Passed. 

For the Repository Nan Dixon reported still trying to 
get "order out of chaos." 

President Linda mentioned for the Publicity Committee 
that she took care of over 80 email meeting notices 
and that Phyllis mentioned some problems in contact
ing the newspapers. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Newsletter Committee that 
they met last Thursday to do some proof reading and 
will meet this coming Thursday to wrap up this Se~
tember issue. It looks like we will be ready by the 15 . 
Editor Nan Dixon asked for articles and pictures re
lated to the Town of Worth, which will be the featured 
town for the November Informer. That issue will also 
include the list of Town Historians and Town Clerks. 

Hollis Dorr conveyed a very brief message from 
Clancy Hopkins and the Membership Committee: 
"Orange Cards and Membership Dues." 

For the Surrogate Committee, Vice President Bob 
VanBrocklin mentioned that sales of the Wills Book 
are up to 50 and he estimated that sales are up to 
about$820. 

Sue Grant mentioned that the audit is done and will 
report next month. 

Nominating Committee would like members interested 
in being a society officer to see any member of the 
committee. 

A short discussion followed on our constitution and 
mention was made that the November Informer might 
include a copy of our bylaws. 

Nan Dixon moved to adjourn with a second from Hollis 
Dorr. 

Bob VanBrocklin mentioned the 150th Dexter Anniver
sary this week end and we will have a table at the 
event. We need volunteers to be at the table with so
ciety things for sale. 

Phyllis Putnam introduced Dr. Marilyn Van Dyke and 
her program "Your Right To Know Your Family." 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

JCGS MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2005 

Jerry W. Davis, Recording Secretary 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to order in 
the Carriage Room of the Best Western. The minutes 
were read and approved by motion of Clancy Hopkins 
and seconded by Phyllis Putnam. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr reported a balance of $8,316.30. 
The complete report is attached. Sue Grant moved to 
approve the report and Bonnie Borello seconded. 
Passed. 

Corresponding Secretary Clancy Hopkins mentioned 
that he was able to keep up by emails. He mentioned 
also that when it comes to letter correspondence he 
would very much like help. 

Sue Grant presented the audit report. Clancy Hopkins 
moved and Lis Couch seconded approval of the re
port. Passed. Complete report attached. 

For the Repository Nan Dixon emphasized that there 
are a number of newsletters from other societies with 
which we have reciprocal agreements. Discussion 
included advertising in the Informer which newsletters 
we have and putting them in perhaps a binder to have 
them available at society meetings. 

President Linda mentioned for the Publicity Committee 
that she took care of over 80 email meeting notices 
and Oswego trip notices. Phyllis Putnam presented a 
list of the newspapers she contacts and asked if there 
are others we should be contacting. 

Phyllis Putnam reported that our October meeting will 
be on Saturday, October 8 at 1:30 at the Lyme Town 
Office with Julie Gosier. November's meeting will also 
be other than our regular meeting time at Henderson 
with Eric Anderson but exact time and place will be 
coming at a later date. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Newsletter Committee that 
the September issue got out in a timely manner and 
that he has begun getting contacts for the town of 
Worth and our November issue. The list of town histo
rians will be included in the November issue. Three 
towns were missed in the 1855 maps published in the 
Informer and we will try to feature them in the January 
{Town of Henderson), March (Town of Hounsfield), 
and May (Town of LeRay) issues. 
Editor Nan Dixon mentioned that years ago there was 
donated to the society a roll of maps of New York 
State that was kept at that time at the Brookside 
Cemetery Office. Nan would like information on where 
those maps are now as she has need for one of them. 
She also called for pictures and articles on the Town 
of Worth. 
Publisher Clancy Hopkins reminded all about the 
"Orange Cards" and this year's dues. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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(Continued from Page 4) 

Phyllis Putnam brought us up to date on efforts to im
prove our society's information sheet Quantities, 
prices, double-sided, printing, and other items were 
included in the discussion. An effort will be made to 
get the information sheets presently in stock distrib
uted in the area. 

Clancy Hopkins mentioned for the Membership and 
Surnames Committee that memberships were coming 
in pretty well and we even have a couple of new ones. 

For the Publications Committee, Bob VanBrocklin 
mentioned that sales of the Wills Book are up to 52. 

Bob VanBrocklin reported for the Nominating Commit
tee. After some discussion and a call for some new 
people to step forward a take a leadership roll in the 
society, the slate was presented. It was also men
tioned that Bonnie Morley would be willing to substi
tute for Jean Coyne as secretary when Jean was not 
available. Clancy Hopkins moved that the secretary 
cast one vote for Linda Malinich as President, for Jerry 
Davis as Vice President, for Lis Couch as 2nd Vice 
President, for Jean Coyne as Secretary, and for Hollis 
Dorr as Treasurer. Bill Dixon moved that the secretary 
cast one vote for Clancy Hopkins as Correspondence 
Secretary. 

Under Old Business President Linda presented the 
Oswego trip information. 

Discussion was held as to where our meetings would 
be held while the Library is under construction. Octo
ber will be held in Chaumont, November will be in 
Henderson, December may be at the Jefferson County 
Historical Society with Tim Abel, January and Febru
ary will be no meetings and possibly March could be 
back in the Library. Bill Dixon mentioned a possibility 
of meeting at the North Side Improvement League but 
not on Monday nights. He also mentioned the possi
bility of the Democratic Party Headquarters on State 
Street. Clancy also suggested the possibility of 
churches. 

Bill Dixon moved that we not have meetings in 
January or February again this year. Dan Grant 
seconded. Passed. 

President Linda had copies of the hand outs that 
Marilyn VanDyke had at the August meeting regarding 
"Right To Know Your Family", Need For Legislation to 
Assure the Right to Know Your Family, and Status of 
the TRKYF Law. 

The passing of John Bartlett was brought to the atten
tion of the society. John was one of our early mem
bers being also our second president. He and his wife 
Ellen started our newsletter. 

Bob VanBrocklin mentioned the stand at the Dexter 
celebration and collecting $113 and 3 new members. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-11yjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Everyone thanked President Linda for the coffee and 
cookies. 

Clancy Hopkins moved to adjourn with a second from 
Bob VanBrocklin. 

Phyllis Putnam mentioned that Gerald Desormeau 
was originally considering a program for this evening 
but he has sent notice that he is no longer able to be 
active in the society. Gerald did send some hand 
outs, an index on the Theresa Historian's File and also 
a surnames list of the genealogy file at the Theresa 
Library. Phyllis also asked for programs for the com
ing year. She then introduced AI Seymour with our 
program for the evening. 

More Letters to the Editor 

Dear Nan - I continue to think that the Jefferson 
County "Informer'' ranks among the best of the Gene
alogy Society publications. Not only is it attractive, but 
its format gives us something to work with even if we 
do not, in the end, find our families mentioned. So 
much better than taking the easy way out just printing 
old articles or letters from 1903 that are only of casual 
interest unless you are the family mentioned in the 
article and we see too many of these publications for 
our subscription dollar. 

I would like to ask you if you would consider printing a 
sample Pedigree Chart online to help those of us pre
paring our Charts for the upcoming Vol. 2. It would be 
of immense help to those of us who work under the 
handicap of age, health and vision to have a sample to 
follow. 

Thanks for all your help. Present and future. 
Pat Maher 

Dear Nan, 
I was wondering where I could get better copies of the 
1855 maps of Theresa, NY (both Town map and Vil
lage map). The maps provided in the Informer have 
provided me with family information I may not have 
been able to acquire without. For that, I thank you and 
your staff for including the maps in your publication. 

Also, I saw that the JCNYGS is publishing a second 
volume of Pedigree Charts. I would like to submit my 
family pedigrees and wondered if you are looking for a 
particular layout? I can print pedigree charts from my 
ancestral quest software and wondered if that would 
be acceptable. I did note that you prefer it to be typed 
and only two pages in length. 

Thank you for your help! 
Christine (Cheesman) White 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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The Town of Worth, the smallest town in the county, is also the most ele
vated area in the county, being from 1200 to 1500 above sea level. It occupies 
the southeastemmost comer of Jefferson County, with Lorraine to the west, 
and Rodman on part of its northern boundary. Its southern boundary is 
Oswego County. All its remaining border is with Lewis County. Of the named 
communities in the township, Wilcox Comers became Worthville, Worth Cen
ter is a small hamlet, and Diamond and Fredericks Comers make up the 
original names. A recent map also shows Bullocks Corners, and Seven by 
Nine Comers. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Index to 1855 Map ofWorth Township (page 6) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

Column 1 consists of initial, column 2 is surname or main entry, column 3 indicates location of residents on the map. 
By dividing the town map into 5 parts, Don uses the letters W, 0 , R, T, H already on the map as locators. 

lnitial(s) Surname Map Letter- M. Graham T-North 
-North/ H. Hadger W-South 

South 
I. Hall R-North 
J. Hitchcock W-North 

A. Case Worthville 
B.S.= 'Blacksmith Shop) Worthville 

R. Hitchcock W-North 

B.S.= 'Blacksmith Shop) W-South 
Hosington T-North 

G.Yd. 'Grave Yard) Worthville 
P. Houghtaling W-South 

S.M.= !(Saw Mill) Worthville 
B. Jenks W-North 

S.M.= i(Saw Mill) W-North 
W.R. Jenks Worthville 

S.M.= !(Saw Mill) W-North M. Kelly T-North 

S.M.= 'Saw Mill) T-North S. Lane T-North 

S.H.= 1School House) Worthville A. F. Lewis R-North 

S.H.= 1School House) W-North E. Littlefield W-North 

S.H.= 'School House) 0-North R. Lyon W-North 

J.M. Ackley W-North W. Mantell W-North 

A. Adsit W-North N. Matoon W-North 

A.W. Adsit W-North A. Meswing 0-North 

H.L. Adsit W-North c.c. Moore W-North 

J. !Alexander W-South C. Nelson W-North 

Mrs. Allan T-North C. Nelson W-North 

J.M. Beckwith 0-South L. Parker 0-North 

D. Bell W-North L. Parker 0-North 

w. Bell W-South G. Pro sty T-North 

M. Brown W-North D. Reed W-North 

M. Brown W-South H. Reese W-South 

W. Brown W-North E. Rhoades 0-North 

L. Bullock W-North A. Rising 0-North 

N.A. Burdick Worthville A. Rowan 0-North 

W. Calkins W-North Shoe Shop Worthville 

T. Cassler T-North J. Smith W-North 

[ 
H. Chapin R-North L. Smith W-North 

H. Chaplin 0-North L. Smith 0-North 

H. Chaplin 0-North S. Stears W-North 

K. Cornell 0 -South G. Steeles' heirs W-South 

L. Davison W-North N. Stiles 0-North 
C. Flint R-North L.C. Tabor W-North 

M. Fox W-South TANNERY Worthville 
Mrs. Gardner 0-North Tompkins T-North 
G. Gillen W-North G. Turner H-North 
A. Gillett Worthville G. Westcott W-South 
D. Gillett W-North H. Wheeler R-North 
A.P. Gillett's Tavern & Store Worthville J. Wilcox Worthville 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Pastor, 87, Recalls 
Days Lost in Forest 

(From Lyme Heritage Center scrapbook) 

Rev. Nicholas Van Brocklin To Note Birth
day Thursday-Object of Search as Boy. 

Pierrepont Manor, Feb. 
22, 1955--Rev. Nicholas 
VanBrocklin, retired Meth
odist minister, will quietly 
observe his 82nd birthday 
at his home in this village 
Thursday. No special 
observance has been 
planned, other than a 
family birthday dinner. 

He is in fair health, is ac
tive about his home, and 
during the summer he has 
a large garden. 

He was born Feb. 24, 
1873, at Neenah, Wis., 
son of the late Benjamin 
and Bertha A Butler Van ...._ ________ --J 

Brocklin. His mother died when he was 14 months 
old, and following her death, his father, with his three 
sons, Nicholas, Ira and Fred, moved east and located 
at Diamond in the town of Worth where he purchased 
a 1 00-acre farm and operated it for a number of years, 
later moving to the Ridge road in the town of Adams 
after which he moved to Lorraine. 

Rev. Mr. Van Brocklin's father remarried, and six chil
dren were born to the couple, Jared (Jed), Byron, Ber
tha, Kate, Jesse and Frank. 

~e~. Mr. Van Brocklin attended the Adams Collegiate 
mstitute and the old Northern Business college, Water
town. He followed the teaching profession for 33% 
years and taught at Smithville, Burrville, Wilson Hills, 
the Jefferson County Farm school, Watertown, Worth 
Center, the Brown district, town of Lorraine, O'Neil 
school near Diamond, Diamond, Austin Hill in Che
mung county and Barkertown in Livingston county. 

He married Miss lona C. Carpenter, daughter of the 
late John and Susan Lanfear Carpenter, Diamond, 
May 10, 1901. A daughter, Susan Rosanna died in 
infancy. Two sons are Ivan of Syracuse and Leland of 
Watertown. He has a half-sister, Mrs. Bertha A Rip
ley, Watertown; two half-brothers, Frank, Central 
Square, and Jesse, Dexter. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Rev. Mr. Van Brocklin was ordained as a Methodist 
minister in 1913 and served charges at Dugway in 
Oswego county, Central in Oswego county, Nunda in 
southern Livingston county and Austin Hill in Chemung 
county. He retired in 1935. 

Rev. Mr. Van Brocklin remembers clearly his experi
ences when as a nine year old boy he and his three 
year old brother were lost in the woods for three days. 
Following is the story as he tells it. 

On a Tuesday mom-n---;:--~~~---,.----. 
ing at 10 in May, 
1882, his father sent 
his two boys, Nicho
las, better known as 
"Locca" and "Jed," on 
an errand to get a 
setting of eggs for 
which they were to 
give butter as pay
ment at a neighbor's 
home, a distance of 
three-quarters of a 
mile through the 
woods. The father's 
home at this time 
was located in the 
southern part of the 
town ofWorth. 

The boys' father was 
away from home all 
day and on his arri- f"-~~.;.;..;.........:~:.;:;;;..~~;.;.....::;;..;:.,J 

val home at night FEARED DEAD IN WOODS
was informed the Rev. Nicholas VanBrocklin and 
boys had not re- his younger brother, Jared, 
turned. The alarm looked like this in 1882 when 
w a s s o u n d e d they were lost in the wild 
throughout the woodsofthetownofWorth. 
neighborhood, and 
everybody's sympathy was aroused for the lost chil
dren. Men and boys turned out in large numbers to 
aid in finding them. 

T~e search was kept up all the greater part of Tuesday 
mght. By Wednesday morning, the news about the 
lost children had gone out and more than 100 men 
from the surrounding country came in to try and save 
the children from death. The search continued all day 
Wednesday and still the children were not found. 

Thursday morning, nearly 400 men were on the 
grounds and determined to find the children. The 
search was kept up during the day and at night hun
dreds returned to their homes with sad hearts. 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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(Continued from Page 8) 
This piece of woods contains thousands of acres and 
comprises a portion of Jefferson, Lewis and Oswego 
counties. At that time it was a home for bear and pan
ther. 

Fresh bear tracks were often seen in the woods, and 
some thought the boys had been devoured. The boys 
were traced in damp places during the night by lan
terns. 

During all this experience, Rev. Mr. Van Brocklin said, 
he was barefooted and at night he and his younger 
brother would try to sleep under large logs. 

After days of worry, the news was received about 7 
Friday morning that the boys were safely out of the 
woods. They came out in the town of Redfield after 
wandering more than 25 miles. They stayed in the 
woods two nights and slept under brush and logs al
most 60 hours without wholesome food. They did eat 
the butter they were taking in exchange for the setting 
of eggs. 

They were kindly treated at the home of John Brown in 
Redfield. Mrs. Brown gave them presents and among 
them were two paintings entitled, "The Lost and 
Found" and "The Ascension of Our Savior.· 

All the way from Redfield to their home the boys re
ceived greetings and upon arriving at their father's 
house, a large crowd was there to greet them. It was 
one of the most touching and tender sights ever seen 
and one of the grandest of family reunions, Rev. Mr. 
Van Brocklin remarked, and an event that has been 
long remembered. 

JCNYGS To Publish 
Pedigree Charts Vol. 2 

The JCNYGS plans to publish a second volume of 
pedigree charts. We are asking that those who have 
a Jefferson County, NY connection and whose pedi
grees were not published in Volume 1 submit their 
most up-to-date pedigree chart for publication in Vol
ume 2. We will give preference to those charts which 
have been computer generated, but legible hand
written charts will also be accepted. We ask that the 
pedigrees be limited to 2 pages and that the submit
ters name and address should appear on each chart. 
Submitting the chart implies permission to publish. 
Only those submissions received before Dec. 31 , 
2005 can be considered. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Remembering 

John Bartlett 
It is with a great deal of sadness for all of us who knew 
and liked him, that we report the death of the founder 
of this newsletter, John Bartlett, on September 8. 
Nearly all of our readers will recognize him as the 
computer member of the Gravestone Scribe team, the 
three that put together the cemetery books of 17 of the 
towns of Jefferson. 

John always had a pleasant answer to all of us who 
peppered him with questions concerning the society, 
or the cemetery books, or specific genealogy, or gene
alogy in general. He and his wife Ellen, the research 
member of the team, and Ellen's father, Gus Rogers, 
who recorded the epitaphs from the cemeteries, made 
up the Gravestone Scribes. They worked about ten 
years on that project, before moving on to other things. 
John was a founding member of Jefferson County 
New York Genealogy Society, was one of the group 
choosing its name, helped with the constitution, and 
was its second president, at a time when the infant 
society was finding its feet. John worked very closely 
with the first president, Gus Rogers. Besides initiating 
the Informer. John had many ideas for the society. 
One which has borne fruit is the transcription of the 
1850 Jefferson County census, which has been 
nursed to fruition by Alice Corbett. 

John and Ellen were the Informer for its first issues. 
They chose the name, and were the entire newsletter 
staff, doing everything from collecting information, edit
ing, entering the data and printing the paper. John ex
perimented with photos for the newsletter at a time 
when getting digitized pictures into a piece of text was 
a fairly new process. 

He was always ready to manipulate his huge data 
base to produce just the list one asked for. Most re
cently, just a couple of months before his death, he 
prepared a list of just the names in the Plessis Ceme
tery (Brookside} for the cemetery association to work 
with. Research was a pleasure for him, and he will
ingly shared his results, as in the Grooms and Brides 
of Jefferson County, the Coroners' Reports and other 
publications. He started the Watchman, a newsletter 
similar to the Informer, for Oswego County. 

Genealogy in general, and especially in Jefferson and 
Oswego counties, has lost a hard-working friend . 

- ---
©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Vital Records in NYS 
Compiled by Jean Coyne, JCNYGS Member 

At our August meeting, Dr. Marilyn Van Dyke spoke on 
a topic of interest and concern to everyone who does 
genealogical research in New York State: the difficulty 
of accessing NYS vital records. Dr. Van Dyke men
tioned the high cost of obtaining birth, death, and mar
riage records, the long wait for a response from the 
state department of health for the records, and the 
questionable thoroughness of searches done at the 
state level. 

The following information is from the NYS Department 
of Health website: 
"The standard fee for a genealogy copy is $22.00. This 
includes a copy of the certificate, a three-year search 
of the index, the retrieval and re-filing of the microfilm/ 
microfiche and either a copy of the record or a no re
cord report. When more than a three-year search is 
requested, the fee is higher. 

Period Searched 

1 to 3 years 
4 to 10 years 
11 to 20 years 
21 to 30 years 
31 to 40 years 
41 to 50 years 
51 to 60 years 
61 to 70 years 
71 to 80 years 
81 to 90 years 

$22.00 
$42.00 
$62.00 
$82.00 

$102.00 
$122.00 
$142.00 
$162.00 
$182.00 
$202.00 

"The fee applies separately to each record requested. 
For example, the fee for a request consisting of one 
birth record (1-year search for $22.00), plus one death 
record (24-year search for $82.00), plus one marriage 
record (11-year search for $62.00) is a total of 
$166.00." 

To obtain a certified record from New York State the 
fees are higher: $30 for the certificate, plus $15 if or
dered by mail, fax, internet, or telephone, plus a ven
dor processing fee of $11.95 (per transaction, not per 
copy). 

According to Dr. Van Dyke other states charge signifi
cantly less. She cited Nebraska, which charges $8 for 
a death certificate. An internet search showed the fol
lowing examples: OH, $15; VT, $9.50; FL, $9-$14; CA, 
$13-$15; TX, $9-$11 . 

A request for a record from New York State can result 
in a wait of over a year before a response is received. 
Some people have found, after a long wait, that the 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

response was not what they expected: sometimes it 
was a statement that no record could be found, some
times it was a record, but not for the person they were 
researching. 

There are other obstacles to obtaining documents re
lating to our families. These include clerks' offices 
which refuse to provide access to records people are 
legally entitled to see, requiring a person to pay for a 
record without seeing it first, and clerks' offices which 
have not inventoried their holdings so that people 
know what records are available. 

In response to these problems, NYSCOGO and other 
interested groups are advocating a 'right to know your 
family' law. Such a law, if passed by the NYS legisla
ture, would help all of us. George R. Krahl, chairman 
of New York State Council of Genealogical Organiza
tions, has prepared a rationale in support of the 'right 
to know your family' law. Included in his rationale are 
the following points: 

1. Maintaining and providing access to authentic vital 
records is important to the government, to society, and 
to individuals. 
2. The fiscal impact of reducing the cost of copies of 
vital records in NYS would be to increase, rather than 
decrease, revenues. 
3. Genealogy makes stronger families, and access to 
authentic vital records is essential to genealogical re
search. 
4. Genealogy can be effective in tracing family health 
patterns. The U.S. Surgeon General is quoted as say
ing, "Tracing illnesses suffered by parents, grandpar
ents, and other blood relatives can help a doctor pre
dict the disorders which may be at risk and take action 
to keep members of a family healthy." 

Vital records are the backbone of genealogy. The ris
ing cost of these records is keeping many genealo
gists from pursuing further research into their family 
heritage. What is needed, according to Mr. Krahl, is 
"legislation which will establish a reduced fee for cop
ies of vital records to be used for genealogical pur
poses and also address other issues which are thwart
ing genealogists in their pursuit of information about 
their ancestors." 

At a time when genealogy is the number one hobby in 
the U. S. , when concern over genetic diseases is high, 
when the President of the United States is stressing 
family values, it is unfortunate that NYS has made re
cords relating to our family histories unavailable to 
many. Mr. Krahl and NYSCOGO ask all those inter
ested in family history to contact their NYS legislators 
in support of the "right to know your family law." 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Dollinger Hotel Register 

The Informer staff has decided to print more of the 
1887-88 Register of the Dollinger House which was in 
Redwood, NY. This work by Linda Malinich, our 
JCNYGS President, was first featured in the July and 
September 2004 issues of the Informer and the follow
ing two pages continue after those pages. There is 
also a summary of Linda's work on page 20 in the No
vember 2004 Informer that will be of interest to read
ers. 

Chapman, B.W. Rochester 
Nov 5, Nov 7 
Byron W. Chapman (1889 Rochester Directory, 
W.O. Chapman, Son & Co., manufacturers & 
importers of fishing tackle & sporting goods, 
sole agent for Flower City Reels & Bain & Co.'s 
St. Lawrence skiffs, 121 State Street, dir pg 981) 

Chapman, Henry A. Morristown 
Aug 9 
Henry Augustus Chapman (1850 -1916) 

(Pine Hill Cemetery, Section 1- Morristown) 
Chapman, W.G. New York 

Mar22 
Chase, C.J. 

June 21 
Chase, L. 

Aug 25, Mar 29 
Chatfield, Henry 

Feb6 

Buffalo 

Mohawk 

Troy, NY 

Henry Chatfield (1890 Troy Dir, machinist) 
Cheeseman,_? Theresa 

June 8 
Cheney, Henry 

Feb 15 
Chickering?, F.N? 

Mar 1 
Church, H. 

Jan 18 

Mallorytown 
{Ontario, Canada) 

Syracuse 

Theresa 

Rev. Hiram M. Church (1829-1907, Oakwood 
Cern) 
Claire, Edna 

July 15 
Clark,_ 

May29 
Clark, C.A. 

Nov 16 

Rochester 

Syracuse 

Clark, C.P. Ogdensburg 
Jun 30 (cigars), Sept 13, Nov 14, Apr 12 
Chancy P. Clark {1880 Census, Ogdensburg) 
(pg 219C, Occupation: tobacconist, age 62) 

Clark, Chas. V. Syracuse 
Dec 15, Jan 12, Feb 7 
Charles V. Clark (1888 Syracuse Dir, com. trav) 

Clark, Geo. F. Boston 
Jun 7, Aug 3, Sept 7, Nov 30, Feb 8, Feb 15 

Clark, M. Carthage 
Jun 8, Jun 17 
Michael E. Clark (1855-1930) 
(StJames Old Cemetery- Wilna) 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Clark, W.O. 
Mar26 

Clink, Frank G. (16 lb bass) 
Aug 23 

Boston 

Redwood 

Frank Clink (1880 Census- Redwood, 
M.D. student, age 19, son of Robert) 

Cobb, Geo. H. Hammond, NY 
Oct 1 

Coe, D.L. Theresa 
Dec26 
David L. Coe, (Child's - Theresa, dental surgeon) 

Coe, Geo. A. Theresa 
Nov 1, Apr 17 
George A Coe (Child's- Theresa, dentist) 
George A Coe (1853- 1935, Oakwood Cemetery) 

Coe, I.L. Theresa 
June 13 

Coe,_A. 
Sept 2 

Cole, Dr. J .D. 
Jan 11 

Yates, NY 

Alex Bay 

Dr. John D. Cole (Child's- Alexandria, 
(physician & surgeon) 

Collins, E.B. Collins Landing 
May 23, Oct 11 
Elbridge B. Collins, 191 0 Orleans Census, age 58) 
Elbridge Collins (1851-1932, Highland Gem-Alex) 

Comstock, C. Albany 
Mar21 

Comstock, Sam 
Jan 26 

Comstock, Thorn. 
Mar5 

Conners, T. 
June 6 

Clayton 

Ogdensburg 

Oswego 

Thomas Conners (1892 Oswego Dir, laborer) 
Cook, Chas. D. Utica 

Jun 27, Oct 13, Nov 28, Jan 18, Mar 1 
Charles D. Cook (1887 Utica Directory) 

Cooker, E.S. Syracuse -
Mar22 
EdwardS. Cooker (1888 Syracuse Dir, com. trav) 

Cooper, A. N.Y. 
Mar21 

Cooper, G.D. Adams 
May23 
G. D. Cooper (Child's- Adams, farmer) 
George Doxtater Cooper (1838- 1925) 

(Rural Cemetery, Adams) 
Cooper, Victor 

Dec27 
Hammond 

Victor Cooper (Child's- Theresa, prop. Tannery, 
capacity 16,000 skins & 1,000 hides annually, 

farm) 
Victor (1828-1914); Victor A (1863-1926) 

(Oakwood Cemetery, Theresa) 
Corbin, C.J. 

Oec5 
Corcoran, J.W. 

Sept 5, Mar 20 

New York 

Philadelphia 

James Corcoran (Child's- Phila., com. trav, farm) 
James W. Corcoran (1862-1913) 
(Sandy Hollow Cemetery- Philadelphia) 

Corning/Coring, E. 
Aug 29, Aug 30 (continued on page 12) 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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(Continued from page 11) 
Cornwall, A.C. 

Jan 11 
Alex Bay 

Andrew C. Cornwall (Child's-Alexandria, 
Cornwall Brothers} 

Andrew C. Cornwall (1844 -1918) 
(Walton Street Cemetery, Alexandria) 

Cornwall, Harvey Alex Bay 
Dec 7, Jan 11 
Harvey A Cornwall (Child's -Alexandria, 

Cornwall, Jno I. 
Nov 10 

Cornwall Brothers) 
Alexandria Bay 

John I. Cornwall (Child's -Alexandria, 
Cornwall Brothers) 

Cosgrove, Delos 
Dec 10 
Delos Cosgrove (1880 Census- Redwood, age 5, 
father: G.H. Cosgrove (1842-1887), Redwood 
Cemetery) 

Delos Cosgrove (1933 Watertown Dir, lawyer) 
Delos M. Cosgrove (1875-1934, Brookside Cem} 

Cosgrove, Charles J. Utica 
Sept12 

Cosgrove?, Wm? _? 
Jan 12 

Cosgrove, Wm. J. 
Mar? 

Richland 
(Oswego County) 

Troy 

William J. Cosgrove (1890 Troy Dir, salesman, 
D.E. Paris & Co, located- Utica) 

Cotter, Miss Carrie C. Utica 
Nov 26, Nov 30, Dec 1 

Cotton, Sam Plantation Minstrels, Alabama 
Oct 31, Dec 9, Jan 19 

Cottsell, A.J. 
June 21 

Countryman, F.W. (James B.) 
May 14 

Cox, Charles 
Mar5 

Coyer, A. 
Aug 30 

Alexandria Bay 

Philadelphia 

Boonville 
(Oneida County) 

Redwood 

Alexander Coyer (Child's- Theresa -hotel clerk) 
C_ran, Geo. P. Syracuse 

May23 
Cozzins, M.A. Cleveland 

June 7 
Crabb, Charles C. Theresa 

Oct 1 
(Child's - Theresa, dealer - house furnishing 

goods, 
tinware, crockery & glassware, five & ten cent 
goods a specialty) 

Cramer, John 
Feb 27 

Crossman, Charles 
Mar 17 

Camden 
(Oneida County) 

Alex Bay 

Charles Crossman (Child's- Alexandria, 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Crossman & Son) 
Charles Crossman (1818-1892, Church St. Cern.) 
Chartes W. Crossman (1849-1915, Church St. 

Cem.) 
Cummings, Jas Gouverneur 

Oct 17 
Curtis, John LaFargeville 

Oct 15 (Steam Drill Foreman) 
Cushman, W._? & wife 

May23 
Cusick, M.J. Oneida 

Aug 27, Nov 3, Jan 12 (Madison County) 
M.J. Cusick (1888 Oneida Dir, salesman, 

boards Hotel Brunswick) 
Cuthbert, W.S. Hammond 

Sept 1 , Nov 26 
WilliamS. Cuthbert (1854-1927) 
(Old Hamond Cemetery- Hammond) 

-D-

Dallory, F.L. Watertown 
June 17 

Daniels, C.A. Waterville 
Dec23 

Daniels, W.H. Ogdensburg 
Feb8 

Darting, E.G. Burlington, VT 
May 18, Oct4 

Davies, T.A. Ogdensburg 
Aug 30, Oct 21 , Jan 2, Mar 5 
Thomas A Davies (1864-1945, Ogdensburg 

Cern.) 
Davis, B.M. 

Nov 28 (dinner} 
Bruce M. Davis (1830-1894) 
(Walton Street Cemetery- Alexandria) 

Davis, Daniel T. Menominie, Wis. 
Nov 12 

Davis, Delos Alex Bay 
Jun 27, Nov 28 (dinner) 
Delos Davis (1832-1901) 
(Walton Street Cemetery- Alexandria) 

Davis, Hiram P. 
Nov 28 (dinner), Nov 29 

Davis, J.A. Alex Bay 
Nov29 
John A. Davis (1848 -1906) 
(Walton Street Cemetery -Alexandria) 

Davis, Luther G. 
Nov 28 (dinner) 

Davis, Truman Fowler 
Aug 17 
Truman Davis (1880 Census- Little York, St. 

Lawrence Co., farmer & hotel manager, age 44) 
Truman Davis (1835- 1924, Section F) 

(Riverside Cemetery, Gouverneur) 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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To give readers an idea of a pedigree chart that would 
be acceptable for the upcoming Volume Two of the 
JCNYGS Pedigrees book, this pedigree was ran
domly selected from our Volume One Pedigrees 
book. See our ad on page 9 for more details in our 
request for pedigrees. Lewis (Ludwig) Haas 

I Born 29 ~ep 1814 #8 

Gftlrge Haas 
:;16 

! Christina Beennan 

Elmer Lewis Haas 
Born I Y June 1889 #2 
Cla~1on. Jefferson. :-.iY 
Marr 14 June 1913 
Died 20 March 1956 
Clayton. Jefferson. ~y 

Evelyn Viletta Haas 
Born 30 May 1916 
Clavton. Jefferson. NY 
~arr i 5 August 1936 
Clavton. Jefferson. NY 
S~use: Earl Edward Charlebois 

i Iva Dean Bur2en 
Born 14 June 1891 #3 
Al<:xandna. J.:llcrson. NY 
Died l 0 Julv I% I 
Clanon. Jdferson. ;-..;y 

Evelyn H. Charlebois 
51 Shady Lane 
Oswego, NY 13126 

] H. Darmstadt. Germany 
:Died I 2 JanuarY 1888 #17 

,_W;..;...:cil=li=a=m:.::....=H::.;a::.;a;:;.:s:......_ ___ ---;1 Cla:-1on. Jeff~ NY 
! Born 29 Januarv 1 863 #4 1 

; Clayton. JeffersOn. NY I George Lehr 
Marr 22 Dec 1886 I 
Died4 Mav 1928 II.!K.:::a::.:t~h~e:.=..n:.:.·n~e:...:Le=h::.:r:__ _ _ ___;IMarr 

#18 

Born 9 Sep 1819 #9 
Germanv 
Died 28. Sep 1894 
Alexandria. Jefferson. NY 

I 

Jacob Wm. Schnauber 

I 
Born 1798 #20 

1 
,..:L=ew:.:...:.:is:..;S:::.c::::h::.:n::::a::::u::::b::.e::::r:.__ __ ----i Died 13 Mar 1863 

l 
Born 29 June 1835 #10 I 
Hesse-Darm., Germany I C. E. Rothenhauser 
Marr II Feb 1863 #2 1 

LV.:...:.:il=et:.:t=a..:.A..::;·:...;S::.c::::h::.:n=a::;u::.b::.e::::r:.__--1 Died 28 January 1907 
Born 15 January 1864 #5 Clayton. Jefferson, NY 
Clavton. jefferson. NY 
Died 26 January 194 l 
Orleans. j<!lferson. NY 

William Duane Be en 
Born 12 Mav 1856 #6 
Or1<;!3lls. jefferson. NY 
Marr 25 D<!e. 1883 

. Di<.:d 2ll [)~.-c. 1923 
Brov.11nik. J.:rlcrson. NY 

' Martha Harriet Buskirk 
13om 26 S.:pt. 1863 ii7 
Grindstone Is. Cla:1on. NY 
Di<.:d S Julv 1944 
Watert0\\11. Jefferson. NY 

Joel Allen Halladav 

!'Born 26 Apr 1802 
L!A.:::n~e~ii:!:n~e~H~al=la:.!d=a~v----;· Marr 28 Feb 1826 
Born 16 March 183 9 #II Died 6 AuiZUSl 1880 
Cla:-1on. Jefferson. NY ThankfufBachelor 

=!22 

Died 24 April 1892 Born 22 Jul 1805 #23 
Clayton. Jefferson. NY Died 6 October 1878 

Eli Burgin 
jBom 1800-03 #24 

Oliver Smith Be en 1 Marr ca. 1824-5 
r.B:::.o:.:rn..:..2::::4:....S::'e::p.::l:.=:l::..82-=7::.==#=.1-2-_;l Died l 850-1855 
Orleans. Jefferson. NY I Theodocia Goodrich 
Marrca. 1849 Born II Feb. 1802 #25 
Died 21 July 1908 Died 13 August I g94 
Orleans. Jefferson. NY 

Rev. Charles E. Denninger 
i 1 =26 
i Matilda Denninger 'Marr 183 1 (") 
Rom 14 Feb. IS33 :il 3 i 
Evan:; Mills. LcRay. Jetlcrson. Nll Hannah Christine Gould 
Died 1898 Born 1813 #27 
Orleans. Jefferson. NY Died 1878 

Almarin Buskirk I Born 21 August 1811 #28 
,..:J:..::o:..::e:::.I-=La=u:.:rec::::.:.:n:::.s-=B::..:u:::s:.:ki=·.:.:rk~___;' Marr September 1831 
Born 28 August 1834 # 14 ~· Died 30 Mav 1880 
Cla~1on. Jefferson. NY Lucinda Noves 

1 
Marr 20 March 1860 Born 24 July 1812 #29 

1 Died I 0 October 1877 Died 18 Julv 1895 

I
; Cla~1on. Jefferson. NY 

John Folts (War 181 2) 
• l Born 3 October 1785 #30 
.!:..:. A..::;m:::..:v.....;L::::.Lvd=ia:....:..F..=u::..:lts=---~! Marr I 0 May 1812 
Born 20 March 183 7 # 15 1 Died 4 October 1860 
Pamelia. Jefferson. NY 1 Katherine Edick 
Died 3 April 1914 Born II January 1795 ';31 
BrO\mvtlle. Jdferson. NY Died 8 June i 859 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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ADDRESSES 
TOWN OFFICE NAME PHONE ADDRESS 

11911 US Rt 11, 
ADAMS Town Historian SUE HERSE 232-2232 Adams Center 13606 

11911 US Rt 11 , 
ADAMS Town Clerk JOHN E. KNAPP 583-5701 Adams Center 13606 
ADAMS Village Clerk DARLENE REXFORD 232-2632 2 North Main St. Adams 13605 
ADAMS Adams Free Library BONNIE TOWLES 232-2265 2 North Main St, Adams 13605 

Jeff Co. Journal 232-2141 , or 
ADAMS weekly nsp) KARL FOWLER 232-4586 7 Main St, Adams 13605 

Historical Assn So 9 East Church St. 
ADAMS Jeff DEBBIE QUICK 232-2616 Adams 13605 

Adams Center Free FRANCES 18267 State Rt 177, 
ADAMS Library SHOEMAKER 583-5501 Adams Center 13606 

46372 Old Goose Bay Road, 
ALEXANDRIA Town Historian GRETA SLATE 482-9519 Alexandria Bay 13607 

ALEXANDRIA Town Clerk ELLEN PECK 482-9519 
46372 Old Goose Bay Road, 
Alexandria Bay 13607 

MARY LOU 11 0 Walton St, 
ALEXANDRIA Milage Clerk WILLIAMS 482-9902 [Alexandria Bay 13607 

112 Walton St, 
ALEXANDRIA MacSherry Library CEIL CUNNINGHAM B 482-2241 Alexandria Bay 13607 

T.l. Sun Route 12, 
ALEXANDRIA It weekly nsp) JEANNE SNOW 482-2581 !Alexandria Bay 13607 

Alexandria Town- Cornwall Brothers Bldg, 
[ALEXANDRIA ship Hist Society MARTHA GRIMES B 482-4586 Alexandria Bay 13607 

ANTWERP Town Historian NANCY RAYMON 287-2293 
34542 County Rt 22, 
Theresa NY 13691 
Main St, PO Box 858, 

ANTWERP Town Clerk MARJORIE SANDS B 659-2419 Antwerp 13608 
ANTWERP Village Historian JEAN HENDRICKSON 642-5661 e-MAIL Glorijehen@aol.com 

ANTWERP Village Clerk NORAGEER B 659-8661 
Village Office, PO Box 292, 
Antwerp 13608 

Crosby Public 
ANTWERP Library CHERIE CANFIELD B 659-8564 Main St Antwerp 13608 

Oxbow Historical 34542 County Rt 22, 
ANTWERP Society NANCY RAYMON 287-2293 Theresa NY 13691 

BROWNVILLE Town Historian JUNE McCARTIN 639-6266 
Star School Road (Limerick), 
PO Box 89 Dexter 13634 

BROWNVILLE Town Clerk JUNE McCARTIN 639-6266 
Star School Road (Limerick), 
PO Box 89 Dexter 13634 

Brownville Village 116 E Main St, 
BROWNVILLE Historian GERARD HOARD 782-4508 Brownville 13615 

Brownville Village 
BROWNVILLE Clerk MICHELE C. DAILEY 782-7650 

~illage Office, 216 Brown Blvd, 
Brownville 13615 

Brownville- 216 Brown Blvd, 
BROWNVILLE Glen Park Library CANDY WILBE 788-7889 Brownville 13615 

BROWNVILLE 
Dexter Village 
Historian PAMELA KOSTYK 639-6977 1417 Liberty St. Dexter 13634 

BROWNVILLE Dexter Village Clerk PATRICIA LAMON 639-6260 
[Village Office, PO Box 62, 
Dexter 13634 

SUZETTE 
BROWNVILLE Dexter Free Library CUMMOLLETTI 639-6785 120 East Kirby, Dexter 13634 

Glen Park Village 116 East Main St, 
BROWNVILLE Clerk CONSTANCE HOARD 782-4508 Brownville 13615 

CAPE VINCENT !Town Historian PETER MARGREY 654-2898 
31564 Burnt Rock Road, 
Cape Vincent 13618 
Market St, PO Box 680, 

CAPE VINCENT Town Clerk ARLENE INGERSON 654-3795 Cape Vincent 13618 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-ma il: J CNYGS@imcnet.net 
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CAPE VINCENT Village Historian JEANNE THOMPSON 654-4400 175 North James St, 
Cape Vincent 13618 

CAPE VINCENT Village Clerk NANCY KNAPP 654-2533 Village Office, PO Box 337, 
Cape Vincent 13618 

CAPE VINCENT Cape Vincent 
Historical Museum JEANNE THOMPSON 654-4400 175 North James St, 

Cape Vincent 13618 

CAPE VINCENT Cape Vincent 
Community Library LINDA VOORHEES 654-2132 157 North Real, 

Cape Vincent 13618 

CHAMPION Town Historian SUZANNE WILEY 493-3675 10 N Broad St. 
Carthage 13619 

CHAMPION Town Clerk CHRISTINA B 493-3240 7 North Main St, 
VARGULICK Carthage 13619 

CHAMPION West Carthage HAROLD 482-5707 23898 NY Rt 26, 
vtllage Historian SANDERSON Alexandria Bay 13607 

CHAMPION West Carthage 
r..tillage Clerk RENEE PLANTY 493-2552 '{ill~e Office, 61 High St, 

Ca age 13619 

CLAYTON Town & Village 
Historian NORMAN WAGNER 686-5794 405 Riverside Drive, 

Clayton 13624 

CLAYTON ifown Clerk BONNIE ROSE 686-3512 405 Riverside Drive, 
Cla_Y!on 13624 

CLAYTON !Village Clerk JUDITH CORNICK 686-5552 Mary St. Clayton 13624 

CLAYTON Historical Society NORMAN WAGNER 686-5794 33950 County Rt 4, 
Cape Vincent 13618 

CLAYTON !Antique Boat 
Museum JOHN SUMMERS 686-4104 750 Mary St, Clayton 13624 

CLAYTON Hawn Library ALICE BARTON 686-3762 John St, Clayton 13624 

CLAYTON Hawn Library P. TRITTON, 686-3762 John St, Clayton 13624 genealogy 

CLAYTON Thousand Islands LINDA SCHLEHER 686-5794 312 James St. , Clayton 13624 Museum 

CLAYTON Depauville Library CONNIE HAVER 686-3299 Caroline St, Depauville 13632 

ELLISBURG Town Historian MARLENE M. PO Box 82, Belleville 13611 HUNTER 

ELLISBURG Town Clerk DEBBIE PAYNE 846-5138 Town Hall, PO Box 113, 
Ellisburg 13636 

ELLISBURG Ellisburg Free 
Library_ SHEILA BETTINGER 846-5087 Ellisburg, 13636 

ELLISBURG Philomathean Free LYDIA MILLER Belleville 13611 Library 

ELLISBURG Ellisburg Village 
Clerk DEBBIE PAYNE 846-5161 Village Office, PO Box 116, 

Ellis5urg 13636 

ELLISBURG Mannsville Village 
Historian ELLEN MILLER 465-4191 

ELLISBURG Mannsville Free MARY SNYDER 465-4049 PO Box 156, Mannsville 13661 Library 

ELLISBURG Mannsville Village 
Clerk CYNTHIA WOOD 465-5515 Village Office, PO Box 153, 

Mannsville 13661 
HENDERSON Town Historian ERIC ANDERSON 315)938-5183 PO Box 40, Henderson 13650 

HENDERSON Town Clerk CHARLOTTE 938-5542 11120 NYS Rt 178, PO Box 
RICHMOND 259, Henderson 13650 

HENDERSON Henderson Free CHERYL SHUTTS 938-7169 8939 NYS Rt 178, 
Library Henderson 13650 

HENDERSON Henderson ERIC ANDERSON 938-7163 PO Box 322, 
Historical Society Henderson 13650 

HOUNSFIELD Town Historian none at present - -
HOUNSFIELD Town Clerk DIANE M. NIER l~mJ82-6380 H 646-2073 

14202 Co Rt 75, 
Sackets Harbor 13685 

HOUNSFIELD E. Hounsfield Free MARY FARRINGTON 788-0637 Arsenal St Road, 
Library Watertown 13601 

HOUNSFIELD Sackets Harbor 
~illage Clerk LISA GREGORY 646-3548 Village Office, PO Box 335, 

Sacl<ets Harbor 13685 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.coml-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Sackets Harbor BOB & JEANNIE 106 Hounsfield, 
HOUNSFIELD Village Historian BRENNAN 646-3663 Sackets Harbor 13685 

HOUNSFIELD 
Hay Memorial Li-
brary TONI ELLINGER 646-2228 

101 South Broad St, 
Sackets Harbor 13685 

HOUNSFIELD 
Pickering Beach 
Museum JEANNIE BRENNAN 646-2815 

501 West Main St. 
Sackets Harbor 13685 

Sackets Harbor >~~~6-1708 1 00 West Main St. 
HOUNSFIELD Historical Society MARY JO DEANS H 646-2757 Sackets Harbor 13685 

LERAY Town Historian ROBERT BOUCHER 629-4052 Evans Mills 13637 

LERAY Town Clerk MARY C. SMITH 629-4052 
8433 Willow St, 
Evans Mills 13637 

LERAY 
Black River Village 
Historian WILLIAM REICHARD 773-5179 

28411 NYS Rt 126, 
Black River 13612 

LERAY 
Black River Village 
Clerk KATHIE MONTIGELLI 773-5721 

Villa~e Office, PO Box 266, 
Blac River 13612 

Black River Free 1 02 Maple St, . 
LERAY Library SANDRA LAMB 773-5163 Black River 13612 

Evans Mills Public 
LERAY Librarv HELEN TOOLEY 629-4483 NobleSt Evans Mills 13637 

LERAY 
Evans Mills Village 
Clerk MARILYN HANSON 629-4753 

PO Box356, 
Evans Mills 13637 

LORRAINE Town Clerk DEBRA ROBARGE 
l}~~f32-4714, 
H 232-4893 PO Box 58, Lorraine 13659 

LORRAINE Town Historian ~~RLENE MOORE 232-2707 
PO Box 66, County Rte 93, 
Lorraine 13659 

LYME Town Historian JULIA GOSIER 649-5452 
28589 Empie Rd, 
Three Mile Bay 13693 

LYME Town Clerk TRINA COMINS 649-2788 
Main St. PO Box 66, 
Chaumont 13622 

LYME 
Chaumont Village 
Clerk PAULA RADLEY 649-2900 

Village Office, PO Box 297, 
Chaumont 13622 

LYME Lyme Free Library PATII HUGHES 649-5454 
Main St, PO Box 369, 
Chaumont 13622 

LYME 
Lyme Heritage 
Center JULIA GOSIER 649-5454 Main St. Chaumont 13622 

ORLEANS Town Historian JOHN MARRIAM 658-9950 
Municipal Bid~; Sunrise Ave, 
LaFargeville 3656 

ORLEANS Town Clerk TAMMY DONNELLEY 658-9950 
Municipal Bid~; Sunrise Ave, 
LaFargeville 3656 

Town of Orleans Sunrise Ave, 
ORLEANS Library KELLY ORVIS 658-2271 LaFargeville 13656 

Northern NY ~ri- MARGUERITE Stone Mills, PO Box 108, 
ORLEANS culture & Hist us. RAINERI 658-2353 LaFargeville NY13656 

Thousand Island [42743 StLawrence Ave, 
ORLEANS Park Library MABEL HEATH 482-9098 T. I. Park 13692 

PAMELlA Town Historian DORI KALEPROTH 629-0511 
32272 Co Rt 15, 
Evans Mills 13637 

PAMELlA Town Clerk PAULA SCHELL 785-9793 
25859 NYS Rt 37, 
Watertown 13601 

PHILADELPHIA 
Town & Village His-
torian GWEN ACHESON 642-5502 

5 Aldrich St. PO Box 46, 
Philadelphia 13673 

PHILADELPHIA Town Clerk MARY DIMOCK 642-3421 
33019 US Rt 11 , PO Box 297, 
Philadelphia 13673 

SANDRA A. Village Office, PO Box 70, 
PHILADELPHIA Village Clerk INGERSON 642-3452 Philadelphia 13673 

Rodman Memorial 8 Aldrich St, 
PHILADELPHIA Library BARBARA DINGLE 642-3323 Philadelphia 13673 

RODMAN Town Clerk KRISTIN A. BENNER 
!>~~f32-2522, 
H 232-2475 

Main St, PO Box 523, 
Rodman 13682 

RODMAN Town Historian REBECCA STONE ltH)232-2486 
21355 CoRd 69, 
Rodman 13682 

RUTLAND Town Historian WILLIAM REICHARD 773-5179 
28411 NYS Rt 126, 
Black River 13612 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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RUTLAND Town Clerk LIZ BERGHORN 788-3440 28411 NYS Rt 126, 
Black River 13612 

THERESA Town & Village 
Historian LARRY HONEYWELL 628-5429 126 Morgan St; Theresa 13691 

THERESA Town Clerk KIM A. DELLES 628-5046 103 Main St, PO Box 692, 
Theresa 13691 

THERESA Theresa Village 
Clerk SYLVIA BUSH 628-4425 Municipal Office, PO Box 299, 

Theresa 13691 

T HERESA Theresa Free CHRISTINE RAJNER 628-5972 Main & Pine Sts, 
Library Theresa 13691 

WATERTOWN Town Historian none at present - -
WATERTOWN Town Clerk CATHERINE RICH 782-8248 6873 Brookside Dr, 

Watertown 13601 

WATERTOWN Town of Watertown BONNIE SHAFER 658-4774 22867 Coun~ Rt 67, 
Historical Society Watertown 1 601 

WILNA Town Historian LAURA PRIEVO 493-2620 412 Budd St, Carthage 13619 
W ILNA Town Clerk MARY McMAHON 493-2771 307 Brown St Carthage 13619 

W ILNA Carthage Village 
Historian LAURA PRIEVO 493-2620 412 Budd St, Carthage 13619 

WILNA Carthage Village 
Clerk LINDA M. WIER 493-1060 Vill~e Office, 120 Mechanic 

St. arthaQe 13619 

WILNA Deferiet Village 
Historian SUZANNE WILEY 493-3675 1 0 N Broad St, 

Carthage 13619 

WILNA Deferiet Village 
Clerk GAIL LAPIERE 493-2707 PO Box 206, Deferiet 13628 

WILNA Herrings Village 
Clerk ELIZABETH M. SL YE 493-2982 24539 First St, 

Carthage 13619 

W ILNA Cartha%e Republi-
can Tri une nsp 

PO Box 549, 
Carthage 13619 493-1270 3 Front, W. Carthage 13619 

WILNA 4 Rivers Historical NELSON EDDY PO Box 504, Carthage 13619 Society 

WILNA Carthage Free 
Library· PAULA WEAL 493-2620 !412 Budd St, Carthage 13619 

WORTH Town Historian BERNARD MACKLEN 232-4674 24530 Macklen Rd, 
Lorraine 13659-3150 

WORTH Town Clerk LAURA MACKLEN 232-4694 24800 Co Rt 189, 
Lorraine 13659 

CITY OF City Historian Donna Dutton 785-7769 Municipal Buildinf, 
WATERTOWN Watertown 1360 
CITY OF City Clerk Donna Dutton 785-7780 Municipal Buildinf , 
WATERTOWN Watertown 1360 
CITY OF Flower Memorial Genealogy Room 299 Washinton St, 
WATERTOWN Library Watertown 3601 
CITY OF Jefferson County DR. TIMOTHY ABEL 782-3491 228 Washir1.P:ton St, 
WATERTOWN Historical SocietY Watertown 3601 
CITY OF Watertown Daily LISA CARR 1-800-642- 260 Washin~ton St, 
WATERTOWN Times nsp 6222 Watertown 3601 
JEFFERSON County Historian Benjamin J. Cobb (315)785-5149 175 Arsenal St, 
COUNTY Watertown 13601 
JEFFERSON County Clerk JOANN WILDER 785-3200 175 Arsenal St, 
COUNTY Watertown 13601 
JEFFERSON Surrogate Court BONNIE JOHNSTON 785-3019 175 Arsenal St, 
COUNTY Watertown 13601 
JEFFERSON Jefferson ELLEN CHILDS 786-2225 Melvil Dewey Library; Coffeen 
COUNTY Community College St, Watertown 13601 
JEFFERSON Jefferson Co NY- NAN DIXON nandixon@gisco.net COUNTY GenWebSite 
JEFFERSON North Country Library 782-5540 2.2072 Coun~ Rt 190, 
COUNTY Watertown 1 601 
JEFFERSON Ft Drum Public LORI WARD 772-6790 Hays Hall; 1 0000 Mt. Division 
COUNTY Affairs Office Dr Ft. Drum, 13602 
JEFFERSON 
COUNTY 

Family History 
Center (LDS)" 788-4161 lves Street, Watertown 13601 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©J efferson County New York Genealogy Society 

~ ------~-------



Page 18 INFORMER November 2005 

Town of Worth Cemeteries 

Worth Cemeteries 
An abandoned cemetery is one which no longer ac
cepts burials, and which is under the protection of the 
town. A destroyed cemetery is one from which all 
markers have been removed, all records lost, and is 
known as a general location only. The numbers below 
refer to the map above. All telephone numbers are in 
the 315 area code. We have used CR to indicate a 
county road number. Starred (*) cemeteries are inac
tive. 
l.*Stears Corners Cemetery, Worth, NY - located
midway between Stears Comers and Fredericks Cor
ners on County Route 95 
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2. *An inactive cemetery for which we have found no 
information as we go to press. 
3. *Rising Cemetery, Worth, NY- located on Loomis 
Road, about one half mile east of County Route 189 
(inactive) 

From Everts History of Jefferson County 1878-
Cemeteries 

There are several cemeteries in Worth, all controlled 
by the town board. One of the oldest is on lot No. 9. 
Elisha Sweet was one of the first interred in the town. 
The old cemetery having poor drainage, a more favor
able spot was selected on lot No. 8. This has been 
well kept, and contains some fine tablets and head
stones. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Charles W. Van Brocklin 
1868-1944 

Belleville Man, 75, Retired 
Merchant, Also Held Numerous 

Other Offices 

(Special to the Times) 
Belleville, Jan. 20, 1944-Charles W. Van Brocklin, 
75, former supervisor and retired store keeper, died in 
Mercy hospital, Watertown, at 3:45 this morning of 
peritonitis after an illness of approximately twelve 
hours. He had been in failing health for the past two 
years and became suddenly ill at his home yesterday 
afternoon. He was admitted to the hospital at 6:25 
p.m. 

Mr. Van Brocklin was born in the town of Denmark, 
March 14, 1868, son of Grant and Miranda Moore Van 
Brocklin. He married Miss Bessie Carpenter of Barnes 
Corners March 19, 1899. 

He had been a resident of this village for the past 22 
years, retiring from business as a shoe store owner 
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three years ago. He had spent most of his life in the 
town of Worth where he served as town clerk, post
master, justice of the peace and a member of the 
board of supervisors for 17 years. He served as su
perintendent of the document room in the state capital 
at Albany for six years. 

While a member of the board of supervisors, he urged 
and was given credit for the adoption of a salary basis 
for the offices of county clerk, county treasurer and 
sheriff. He offered the resolution on Nov. 16, 1911, 
and after being referred to a committee was finally 
adopted Dec. 16 of that year. The county clerk's office 
was placed on salary Jan. 1, 1913, and the others 
were taken from the fee system in 1915. A letter 
which appeared in the Letters From the People col
umn of the Watertown Daily Times issue of Feb. 2, 
1926, signed a "Reader of The Times," stated that the 
saving to Jefferson county for the year, 1925, from the 
county treasurer's office alone, by abolishing the fee 
system and placing the treasurer on salary, was 
$15,500. 

HESOJ.I"'I'IO:'\ :'10. I IIi 

~IE.\IOR I :I. L PAtiE:-CHAHLI!:S \\'. \'A~ OROl'KLIN 

By :::nr,.n·isor ll~>mtlstl'r C. Flaherty: 

llF:SOIXEO. That a ~lemurial Page ~nit<•hly in~•·rilwd In !•~ st"t 
3t'art in the .Jourr1al tl( Pru ref'din~s nf the Board o! Sur•errisors f••:· 
ii! P ,.P.ar JnH in m~morv of t h~ late Charles W. \' an Hror kliu. who 
di•'<l :1 1 hi ~ hnme in tile. Tuwn ot ~Jllisun r~ ou January ~0. 1!144. a 
~01'111~'1' lll ~!nh~r (I( <h is floarcl r!!presen!in;.; IIH' Town uf Worth. !'t• r 
lhe )'~':•r~ IS%. !!IIIII, l!tuL l!tH>. \ !lltS. 1!111!1. I ~ L U. 1911. L !ll ~. 

\!It::. 1~1 6 and 19l'j. 
~·,.,.,,ul~tl hy Sn(Je!Ti~llr IC A. OrPrton and aclopll•d it~· a li~in~ 

How to Keep Poor 
( From Christian Advocate, 19 Oct 1859) 

Buy two glasses of ale every day at five 
cents each, amounting in a year to thirty six 
dollars and forty cents; smoke three cigars, 
one after each meal, counting up in the 
course of a year to fifty four dollars and forty 
five cents. Keep a big dog, which will con
sume, in a year at least fifteen dollars' worth 
of provisions, a cat five more. Altogether it 
amounts to the snug sum of one hundred ten 
dollars and twenty five cents, sufficient to buy 
several barrels of flour, one hundred bushels 
of coal, one barrel of sugar, one sack of cof
fee, a good coat, a respectable dress, be
sides a frock for the baby and half a dozen 
pairs of shoes. 
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WORTH 
History of the Town from Child's Jefferson County, 

N.Y. Gazetteer (1890) 

WORTH, named in honor of Gen. William J. Worth, 
was formed from Lorraine, April 12, 1848. It is located 
in the southeastern corner of the county, and is 
bounded on the north by Rodman and Pinckney in 
Lewis County, on the east by Montague in Lewis 
County, on the south by Redfield in Oswego County, 
and on the west by the town Lorraine. It has an area of 
25 816% acres. It is designated in the old records as 
to~n No. 2, of the Boylston tract. Upon the division of 
the Black River tract the eastern portion of this town 
was divided up among the proprietors to make their 
proportions equal. Recknoning from north to south 
these tracts were Harrison and Hoffman, 1,283 
acres; Henderson, 649; Low, 1,576; William Consta
ble, 947; the remainder to Harrison and Hoffman. In 
the northwestern part of the town Daniel McCormick 
and Charles Smith made purchases, which after
wards became the center of the first settlement. Abel 
French, the agent of McCormick and Smith, em
ployed Joseph Crary to make the first surveys in No
vember, 1801 , and May, 1802. The town was only 
partly surveyed, and subsequently was lotted in such a 
way that several duplicate numbers occurred, which 
occasioned much trouble. Mr. Franch, while journey
ing through Herkimer County, from his hon:'e in Den
mark induced a company of citizens of Litchfield to 
purchase a large tract here. This company appointed 
Timothy Greely, Joseph Wilcox, and Elihu Gillet a 
committee to visit this tract and report upon the advis
ability of making a purchase upon the proper basis. 
Their report being favorable a contract was concluded 
by which they agreed to pay $7,622 for the northwest 
quarter, of the town. Afterwards a deed was executed 
to them, in turst, for themselves and their associates, 
and a mortgage given. The tract was divided into lots 
(it comprised the nine great lots in the northwestern 
corner), and was drawn by ballot by the company, who 
paid over money as they might be able to their com
mittee, and received bonds for the delivery of deeds 
when the purchase money should have enabled them 
to produce a clear title. Besides the committee men
tioned the company consisted of Asaph Case, Leo
nard Bullock, W. Flower, Eli Gillet, Lodwick Ed
wards, John Griswold, Ezekiel Chever, Phineas 
Rose, Joel Caulkins, Abram Ford, Nathan Matson, 
Asa Sweet, John Pinear, Phineas Stevens, Elijah 
and David Richmond, John and William Sagas, 
John Houghtaling, and perhaps a few others, all from 
Herkimer County. 

The general surface of the town is undulating and very 
elevated, the altitude of its territory being probably 
greater than any other part of the county. In the east-

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

ern part of the town is the height of land between 
Black River and Sandy Creek, in this county, and 
Salmon River in Lewis County. The south branch of 
Sandy Creek flows through the town in a general west
erly direction. It has numerous tributaries, the principal 
ones being Chloe and Abijah creeks. These streams 
afford water-power at certain seasons of the year, and 
drain the town thoroughly. The soil, being underlaid by 
a shale rock, is less liable to drouth than the lower por
tion of the county, and is finely adapted to grazing. 
The surface was originally covered with a fine growth 
of timber, chiefly beech, maple, hemlock, and pine, 
and large forests are yet found in the southern and 
eastern parts of the town. These forests have been the 
source of considerable revenue, furnishing the mate
rial for numerous mills and tanneries. Gathering these 
products and dairying are the principal industries of 
the town. 

Since the organization of the town the supervisors 
have been A. S. Gillet, 1848-49; R. W. Green, 1850; 
J. M. Ackley, 1851 ; R. W. Green, 1852; J. M. Ackley, 
1853-54; D. Gillet, 1855-56; L. P. Gillet, 1857; C. C. 
Moore, 1858-62; S. P. Stearns, 1863; C. C. Moore, 
1864-69; S. W. Kellogg, 1870; H. V. Jenks, 1871-72; 
J. M. Ackley, 1873-74; H. V. Jenks, 1875-76; H. L. 
Grimshaw, S. B. Kellogg, 1887-89; Philip Brennan, 
1890. 

In 1880 Worth had a population of 951. The town is 
located in the first school district of Jefferson County, 
and in 1888 had eight school districts, of which one 
was joint, in which seven teachers were employed 28 
weeks or more. There were 254 scholars attending 
school, and the aggregate days attendance during the 
year was 17,754. The total value of school buildings 
and sites was $3,795, while the assessed valuation of 
all the districts was $206,177. The whole amount 
raised for school purposes was $1,417.17, $552,38 of 
which was received by local tax. S. Whitford Maxson 
was school commissioner. 

WORTHVILLE (p. o.) village, formerly known as Wil
cox's Corners, is pleasantly located on both banks of 
the south branch of Sandy Creek, near the northwest 
corner of the town. It was the center of early settle
ments, Joseph Wilcox having made the beginning at 
this place. It has a church (Methodist Episcopal), hotel, 
two stores, two blacksmith shops, a wagon shop, one 
furniture factory, two saw-mills, a steam shingle-mill, 
grist-mill, a restaurant, cheese factory, cooper shop, 
and about 30 dwellings. 

WORTH CENTER (p. o.) is a hamlet near the center 
of the town on Abijah Creek. It has a saw mill, black
smith shop, store, and about 20 dwellings. This place 
owes its existence to Edward Cornell, who made the 

(continued on page 21 ) 
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(continued from page 20) 
first settlement here in 1850, and is now extensively 
engaged in lumbering. The place is supplied with a 
telephone. 

Worthville furniture factory, built by W. A. Cornwell in 
1880, is located on Mill street in Worthville village. It is 
engaged in the manufacture of chamber suits, etc., 
and also sleighs, coasters, and matched and dressed 
lumber and moldings, making a specialty of prepared 
supplies for contractors and builders. 

Cornell's mills, at Worth Center, on Abijah Creek, 
were built by Edward Cornell in 1851, as saw and 
shingle-mills, and rebuilt and enlarged by him in 1866. 
The size of the building is 60 by 60 feet, and the mills 
turn out 600,000 feet of lumber annually, one-half of 
which is planed and matched. 

S. B. Kellogg's saw and lumber-mills, at Worthville, 
built in 1861, do a profitable business in planing and 
matched lumber and moldings. 

William H. Prouty's saw and shingle mills, on the 
south branch of Sandy Creek, about two and a half 
miles east of Worthville, were built by H. A. Prouty in 
1868. They have the capacity for turning out about 
350,000 feet of lumber and 300,000 shingles annually. 

William Spies's saw-mill, located about three miles 
east of Worthville, on the south branch of Sandy 
Creek, does a profitable business. 

Samuel B. Kellogg's grist-mill, at Worthville, built in 
1861, does a thriving custom business. 

Asaph Case and Leonard Bullock, from Herkimer 
County, came to this town in the fall of 1802, settling 
on lots 7 and 8, and were among the first to locate in 
the territory now comprised within the limits of Worth. 
They were both members of the company's commit
tee, as was also Eli Gillet, who came in with his family 
soon after. Mr. Bullock's first house was built entirely 
of logs, without floor, door, or windows. The roof was 
made of hollow basswood logs, split, and so laid that 
every alternate one formed a trough to carry away wa
ter. A blanket hung up served as a door, and the earth, 
smoothed down and covered with leaves, served as 
the floor. In March of the following year Joseph Wil
cox came in with an ox-team hitched to a sled. There 
were no roads nor bridges, and their only guides were 
blazed trees. Mr. Wilcox erected a log house, which 
had a puncheon floor, bark roof, and for a window a 
sheet of paper oiled so as to admit the light. It had a 
chamber floor, too, but, as it was made of elm bark, 
the utmost caution was required in movements of the 
occupants. The wintry winds, too, would sometimes 
take away a portion of the roof, admitting the snow to 
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the depth of several inches, so that it was not uncom
mon to be obliged to shovel away the snow before 
those in bed could descend to the room below. 

Nearly all the others of the Litchfield company came in 
1803, and were subjected to the many hardships inci
dent to pioneer life. The settlements had attained but 
mediocre proportions when the War of 1812 was de
clared. This so alarmed and frightened the settlers that 
many of them deserted their homes and returned to 
their native places. The cold seasons which followed 
caused others to forsake their possessions here, 
which nearly depopulated the settlements. Then the 
mortgages were foreclosed, bringing extra hardships 
upon those who remained; for all had, by the terms of 
the contract, made themselves liable for the failure of 
one, and much of the land reverted to the proprietors. 
After these discouragements the settlement of the 
town progressed very slowly, and in 1830 the list of 
residents of Worth was as follows: Joseph Wilcox 
and son Sterling, Daniel Wilcox, Asaph, Able, and 
John Case, E. West, John Russell, Chester Bush
nell, Andrew W. Craig, John Wilson, Paul Pryor, 
Peter Wakefield, Joseph H. and Venus C. Rising , 
Joseph Totten, James Potter, Zadoc Hale, Henry, 
Erastus, and Richard Lyon, Leonard and Alanson 
Bullock, Joel Overton, Boomer K., Charles, and 
Lyman Jenks, William, Simeon, and James 
Houghtaling, Eli, Elihu, David, and George Gillet, 
Leonard Parker, Daniel and Joseph Caulkins, and 
Nathan Mattoon. Albert S. Gillet came in this year 
and became a prominent man in the town, as did also 
his brother, Lorenzo P. 

In 1808 Leonard Bullock commenced the erection of 
a saw-mill on Sandy Creek, on lot 7, but it was never 
completed. In 1810 Joshua Miles built a saw and 
grist-mill under one roof, on Sandy Creek, east of the 
Comers. He operated the mills five or six years, then 
sold to Timothy Greenly, who, in turn, sold to Abner 
Rising . These were the first mills in the town, and for 
a long time the grist-mill was the only one of the kind. 
Previous to its erection the settlers carried their grain 
to Adams or Whitesville. In 1816 a second saw-mill 
was built, by Joseph Wilcox and Green Kellogg, 
near the Corners, on the site of the present grist-mill. 
To erect the latter a company was formed in 1856, 
composed of A. S. Gillet, L. P. Gillet, Abel Case, 
Sterling Wilcox, Leonard Parker, Horace R. Chafin, 
anbd Boomer K. Jenks, who bought the mill site of 
John Henderson, and gave it, together with a cash 
bounty, to Pealer and Fox, who erected the mill in 
1861, now the property of Samuel B. Kellogg. In 
1857 Abel Case built a saw-mill just below the first 
mill, which afterwards became the property of A. S. 
Gillet. 

(continued on page 22) 
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(continued from page 21 ) 
The first district school in Worth was taught in Asaph 
Case's barn by a Mrs. Nobles, about 1807. Ten or 
twelve pupils attended. In 1808 Ruel Canfield taught 
a school in part of Timothy Greenly's house, in Rod
man, near the "Corners." Miss Betsey Bugbee taught 
a school in a log house, a few years latter [sic], in what 
is known as district No. 2. About this time a log school
house was erected at the "Corners," which, in 1830, 
gave place to other small log and frame houses, !n 
which A. S. Gillet taught for a number of years. 

CHURCHES. 
The Union Church at Worthville, a neat and commodi
ous wooden building, was erected in 1875, at a cost of 
about $2,600. Although the church is free to other de
nominations it has been occupied principally by the 
Methodists, who have held regular services for several 
years. The pulpit has been occupied by Revs. Ful
ford, Le Clair, Crofut, and Earnest. The trustees of 
the church are L. D. Monroe, L. D. Spalsbury, Levi 
Wilcox, Oren Greenly, George Kellogg, and W. P. 
Ackley. 

Biographical Sketch 
Levi Wilcox 

From History Of Jefferson County, NY by L. H. Everts 
1878 

In the year 1805, while yet Jefferson County was an 
almost unbroken wilderness, Joseph Wilcox, a native 
of Connecticut. emigrated to the present town of 
Worth. At that time there was but one other family in 
the town. He purchased 150 acres of wild land, built a 
house, and moved into it with his family, which at that 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

time consisted of his wife and six children. The old 
pioneer couple lived to advanced ages-the wife dying 
at the age of 76, and the old gentleman at the age of 
88. 

Sterling Wilcox, the son who succeeded to the old 
home, was born in 1791, and has lived in Worth since 
1805, on the same spot, and now, at the advanced 
age of 86, is a hale old gentleman, in possession of all 
the faculties and intelligence of his earlier years. He 
was married in 1818 to Miss Sarah Smith, of Lorraine, 
by whom he became the father of six children, - Lydia, 
Philura Levi, Caroline, Gilbert, and Charles, - all of 
whom are living and have families except the last
named two. Mrs. Sarah Wilcox died March 22, 1867, 
aged 67 years. 

Levi Wilcox, the present owner of the old Wilcox es
tate, was born Nov. 26, 1825, and was united in mar
riage with Miss Mary Fox, of the same town, in 1847. 
Two children have been born to them, Emma G. and 
Gilbert H.; the daughter is deceased. Gilbert H. is 
married to Miss Eva M. Brown, of the same town, and 
resides at home with his parents. 

Thus can be seen three generations of this old pioneer 
family all living together in one family to-day, on the 
same spot selected by the great-grandfather of the 
younger members of this family. 

The farm consists of 220 acres, and is one of the fin
est in the county. Mr. Levi Wilcox has recently erected 
a very fine and commodious house near the old home, 
which adds much to the beauty and comforts of this 
old landmark of Jefferson County. Elsewhere in these 
pages may be found a fine view of this old home, with 
portraits of Levi Wilcox and his excellent wife. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Queries 
Send Queries to: Su7..anne L. Howard, POB 24, Chippewa Bay, l\TY 13623; LemmonMinnie@hotmail.com; Subject: Informer 

BLACKME~BLACKMORBBLACKMAR 
Looking for info regarding the Hazard Blackmer/ 
Blackmore/Biackmar family. Hazard md Polly Pratt, 
parents unknown, abt 1844, Jefferson County, (? 
Clayton, ?Orleans or ?Brownsville). William, their son, 
is my direct ancestor. There is an online listing of his 
birth record: 10 Jan 1847, Clayton. If anyone has any 
info or knows of descendants of this family, I would 
like to connect. Thank you. 

YOUNGS/RYAN 

Becky Keegan 
462 River Rd, Uxbridge, MA 01569 

bke 7560341 @aol. com 

I am a member of IBRO, lnternat'l Boxing Research 
Org. I am researching Joseph Youngs, b Redwood, 
NY, 1870, later became legendary as the World Wel
terweight & Middleweight boxing champion, Tommy 
Ryan. Any info you might have on his early life would 
be GREATLY appreciated! Thanks! 

Chris LaForce 
405 Taylors Rd., Taylors, SC 29687 

864-268-6081 
calaforce@bellsouth.net 

MONTGOMERY/STILLWEL 
I am seeking the names of the parents of John H. 
Montgomery, according to family bible b. Ellisburg, 
1815. I have found a Hugh Montgomery & wife Ra
chel Rose in Ellisburg in 1810 census & Rachel Mont
gomery in 1830 census. I have also found that Alex
ander Montgomery moved to Ellisburg in 1790's with 
son, Hugh, to be near daughter, Susannah, Mrs. Wm 
Stillwell. But I cannot find any evidence that Hugh & 
Rachel were John's parents. I would appreciate any 
assistance. Sincerely, 

Craig L. Kan-
534 Lake Wisconsin Dr, Merrimac, WI 53561 

Email: KARRLEE@MERR. COM 
Phone 608-493-9482 

HOWARD/BEDFORD/POWERS 
Parker Howard, b. Dover, Dutchess, NY, 8/3/1794, d. 
2/1/1882, Lena, IL; md Lavica Louisa Boomer, b. 
8/8/1803, Ellisburg, Jefferson, NY, d. 9/16/1879, Lena, 
IL. Children all b. supposedly in Henderson, Jefferson, 
NY, before they homesteaded to IL around 1840: Neu
comb, 7/12/1834, d.11/14/1905, Ireton, lA; Murray L, 
3/19/1821 , d. 7/26/1901, Lena, IL; Edwin Frank
lin,3/23/1831, d.11/2/1907, Lena, IL; Richard C, 
1 0/3/1837, d. 8/14/1871; Elizabeth M, 4/12/1826; Mary 
C, 3/21/1825, md Ezra T. Perry, b. Lyme, Jefferson, 
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NY; Gilbert Livingston, 10/11/1822, d 1/19/1899, 
Lena, IL, md Harriet E. Bedford, b. 2/27/1829, Jeffer
son County, NY, d. 1/13/1899, Lena, IL. her father, 
Stephen Bedford, mother Christina Powers; Adelia 
Editha, 4/11/1829. Need any mention/record of Parker 
Howard's parents. Thank you in advance for any help, 

Cory Swensen 
1610 N. Murray Apt. 220, Colorado Springs, Co 80915 

Swensen62@adelphia. net 

Joseph Wilcox 
1762-1849 

Joseph Wilcox was born on 20 Jan 1762 in Norfolk, 
CT./Simsbury, CT. He died in 1849. Joseph served in 
the Revolution. Joseph and his family were among the 
early settlers of the town of Worth, Jefferson Co., NY. 

From Haddock's "History of Jefferson County" the fol
lowing account of Joseph Wilcox appears: 

"In 1803 he came by way of Redfield (to Worth, NY) 
making the journey in the month of March with an ox 
team hitched to a sled. There were no roads or 
bridges and they were guided only by blazed trees. 
Reaching the sandy creek then swollen by a recent 
freshet they were at a loss to cross it. But the strong 
native sense of the pioneer is equal to any emergency. 
A tree was felled across the stream so as to form a 
footbridge over which the load was carried piece by 
piece. The oxen were then urged into the stream and 
swam across, carrying the sled with them and then a 
cord was fastened around the necks of their three 
hogs and these were safely piloted over. Upon reach
ing the spot selected for his home, Mister Wilcox 
erected a log house which had a puncheon floor, bark 
roof and for a window a sheet of paper oiled so as to 
admit the light. The winter winds would sometimes 
take away a portion of the roof admitting the snow to a 
depth of several inches." 

This same account mentions that Joseph and his son 
Sterling, built the first sawmill in Jefferson County. This 
was in the year 1816. 

He was married to Hannah Banning in Dec 1784 in 
Barkhamstead, Litchfield Co., CT. Hannah Banning 
died on 15 Mar 1839. They had 7 children: Chloe, 
Samuel, Luman, Sterling, Daniel, Lucy and Clarissa. 
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33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
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(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 
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Watertown, NY 13601 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830- 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 
to 1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a 
chart showing the formation of Jefferson County 
Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 

Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
PO Box6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

If you would like to save on postage, you may pick one 
up from Jean Coyne (Evans Mills), Pauline Zach 
{Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin (Dexter). 
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The "Orange Card" was to have 

Been returned By October 1st to be 
included in the 

December Membership Issue! 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
WATERTOWN, NY 

PERMITNO. 112 

... . 



bers indicate to you 
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SUBMITTERS 

A1 Adams Virginia R 315-639-6842 glnnygram@yahoo.com ~3760 County Rt. 59 Dexter NY 13634 
A2 Aherns Jodi Kay 651-674-4713 Jaherns~hotmall.com 11302 St Croix Trail North Branch MN 55056 
A3 Allen Phyllis R 734-663-1972 365 Sumac Lane ~nn Arbor Ml 48109 
A4 Andrews Nan E Rogers 352--694-2036 nanr@atlantlc.net 410 SE 31st Ave Ocala FL 34471 
A5 Angell Preston William 540-675-1353 pangell@shentel.net 378 Hunters Road ~ashington VA 22747 
B1 Babcock Sally 941-729-8480 Nov 2002 until April 2003 1201 8th Ave. W Lot 1--9 Palmetto FL 34221 
B2 Bailey Marianne 548-399-5587 594 Boldfoot Road Scotia NY 12302 
B3 Baker Terry 315-788-0170 tbaker@gen-brown-bgpe.morlc.org 493 Bugbee Drive Watertown NY 13601 
B4 Ballantine Lorena E 315-673-1259 20 Clarence Avenue Pulaski NY 13142 
B5 Barnes Donna 248-627-4009 barnesd@charterml.net 3260 Seymour Lk Road Ortonville Ml 48462 
B6 Barnes Frederic Wayne 707-422-1794 FWBarnes~aol.com 794 Chestnut Drive Fairfield CA 94533 
B7 Barnes Shirley M 508-358-7444 rbarnes@gls.net 20 Loblolly Lane Wayland MA 01778 
B8 Beasley Dorothy Case · 315-782-8182 dbzly~twcny.rr.com 130 Court Street Apt. 802 Watertown NY 13601 
B9 Bender Charles R 315-686-3323 charlesb@glsco.net 612 Franklin Street Clayton NY 13624 
B10 Bergman Robert & Winifred bnwberg~aol.com 24 Farms VIllage Road Rocky Hill CT 06067 
B11 Berkshire F H Association bfha@berkshlre.net P 0 Box 1437 Pittsfield MA 01202 
B12 Bills ~eanne H jeabll@cable.net 16222 Summerhill Place Texarkana TX 75503 
B13 Bogenschutz !Thomas & Veronica 315-686-3948 tomvron~verlzon.net [55 Brooks Drive Clayton NY 13624 
B14 Bond Bonnye 210-666-2654 bbond@satx.rr.com 17327 Hidden Hills N. San Antonio TX 78244 
B15 Borrello Bonnie 972 661-3508 seborrello~att. net_(9-5) 17628 El Pastel Drive Dallas TX 75248 
B16 Bourgeois Carolyn M 518-355-1988 TAJCK~aol.com 1064 Helen Street Schenectady NY 12303 
B17 Boutwell ~anet C 413-773-5543 15 Poplar Street Turner Falls MA 01376 
B18 Brennan Bob & Jeannie 315-646-3663 sacket1812@!aol.com PO Box 127 Sackets Harbor NY 13685 
B19 Brenon Grover &Charlotte 315-646-3601 cbrenon@!alsco.net 365 East Main Street Sackets Harbor NY 13685 
620 Brouse Sally A 315-232-2964 10 Grove Street !Adams NY 13605 

821 Brown ~ean Scott 540-894-8778 djbrown1@dlrecway.com ~2 Old Mine Road Mineral VA 23117 

B22 Browne Gloria Fassett 407-331-5087 gfassettbrowne1@earthllnl.net ~1 North Griffin Drive Casselberry FL 32707 
B23 Bulgey Carolyn 0 518-587-1825 cbulgey@nycap.rr.com 111 Chelsea Drive Saratoga Springs NY 12866 
B24 Burdell Charmaine A PO Box 505 Petaluma CA 94953 
825 Burke !William G 315-788-8426 wlllgburk@aol.com 1645 Boyd Street !Watertown NY 13601 
B26 Burns Patricia D 315-628-5421 cowpatty@usadatanet.net 140438 Cross Road !Theresa NY 13691 
827 Burr LolsG 303-771-7283 lgburr@comcast.net ~113 E Nassau Avenue Denver co 80237 
B28 Busler Katherine Bury 315-628-5926 P 0 Box 676 !Theresa NY 13691 
B29 Butler !John & Janet 315-782-4935 Jbb828@glsco.net 1417 South Hamilton Street !Watertown NY 13601 
B30 Butler Phyllis 603-485-8205 brasstack@attbl.com 1 Martinson Lane ~llenstown NH 03275 
C1 Campany Charmaine Virkler 315-346-6723 cjcamp@frontlernet.net PO Box 376 Croghan NY 13327 
C2 Capital Dist. Geneal . Soc. State Plaza Box 2175 lc\lbany NY 12220 
C3 Carpenter Frances B 315-782-4090 1301 Holcomb Street Watertown NY 13601 
C4 Case Barbara J 585-473-9416 bcase4@rochester.rr.com 420 Rockingham Street Rochester NY 14620 
C5 Cashin Jane F 732-323-8719 Jfc36~comcast.net 68 Swallow Street Manchester NJ 08759 
C6 Castleman Carol 503-244-4975 ccastleman2@comcast.net 1044 SW Plum Drive Portland OR 97219 
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SUBMITTERS 

C7 Charlebois IAnn & Gary 315-788-4102 agcharlebols@aol.com 18875 Woodruff Stlmt. Rd !Watertown NY 13601 
C8 Cheever rrracey 315-232-2665 tomcat63~cltllnk.net 15 Grove Street IAdams NY 13605 
C9 Chester Marlon S ~09 Fairmount Avenue Liverpool NY 13088 
C10 Chicoine Gary & Sharolyn ~07 Ly_ons Road Geneva NY 14456 
C11 Childs !Jeanette M. Taylor 316-744-9433 chlldsdj@sbcglobal.net 1471 Prairie Creek Drive Kechi KS 67067 
C12 Chunn-Mendivil Letha 619-421-7689 dabombmom~cox.net 1215 Corte De Cera Chula VIsta CA 91910 
C13 Church Gerald M 281-812-4720 gmchurch@vonl.com ~0414 Woodsong Court Humble TX 77346 
C14 Cloch Nancy L 315-866-3419 ncloch@yahoo.com P 0 Box 202 Herkimer NY 13350 
C15 Cobb Ben J 315-846-5895 bd cobb@msn.com P 0 Box 27 Ellisburg NY 13636 
C16 Cole Charlene R 315-695-2820 ory67kool1 @hotmall.com ~19 County Route 12 Pennellville NY 13132 
C17 Cole Constance M 916-771-9933 connlecole~earthllnk.net ~20 Crestfleld Circle Roseville CA 95678 
C18 Collins !Janet M 315-686-2996 Jewartc@aol.com ~21 James Street Clayton NY 13624 
C19 Colton Kathryn S. 718-727-2790 kmcdc@aol.com 145 Bayview Place Staten Island NY 10304 
C20 Combs Lois Brown 734-453-3880 lolsbrowncombs@.aol.com [8231 Warren !Westland Ml 48185 
C21 Compeau Phillip 315-788-5278 pcompeau2<!1ltwcny .rr.com P 0 Box 6091 !Watertown NY 13601 
C22 Cook Frederick W 1415 So. Otterbein # 23 Rowland Helahts CA 91748 
C23 Cook ~oyce H. (Nyscogol 123 Town Line Road Fulton NY 13069 
024 Corbett Lynne Mitchell 623-853-1791 Lvnnegenle@yahoo.com 17926 West Oregon Avenue Litchfield Park AZ 85340 
025 Couch Lis Svensson 315-788-0624 lcouch30@twcny.rr.com 24670 County Route 159 W_atertown NY 13601 
C26 Coyne ~ean 315-629-4696 jcoyne@northnet.org 28808 NYS Route 37 Evans Mills NY 13637 
C27 Crapser Martha Morris 315-782-2322 mmcrapser~alsco .net 447 Harris Drive Watertown NY 13601 
D1 Dailey Robert 770-431-9315 bob d.30082@yahoo.com 2051 Harwinor Road Smyrna GA 30082 
D2 D'Ambra Caroline D 585-398-2096 1787 Maplewood Drive Farmington NY 14425 
D3 Dasno William H 315-788-3315 mmdas411@yahoo.com 411 S. Hamilton Street Watertown NY 13601 
D4 Davis !Anne E 315-788-6045 adavls24@amerlcu.net 17192 lves Street Road Watertown NY 13601 
DS Davis ~erry W 315-686-3475 marldavls@aol.com P 0 Box 275 Clayton NY 13624 
D6 Davis ~hlrley M 315-782-3774 sls61726@hotmall.com 1010 Washington Street Watertown NY 13601 
D7 Dawson Louise M 928-778-5942 lwmad@northllnk.com 370 Dogwood Lane Prescott AZ 86301 
D8 Delaney !Thomas A. 303-581-0478 tad@lndra.com 5484 North Fork Court Boulder co 80301 
D9 Delmott Patricia J 620-342-9552 delmottp@gmall.com 1605 Prairie Street Emporia KS 66801 
D10 Denny IAnne Hood 520-299-6617 Ja-denny@msn.com 14445 Catalina Place Tucson AZ 85718 
D11 Derouin Robert L 315-788-0352 P 0 Box 6136 Watertown NY 13601 
D12 Diefendorf Randall Alonzo 206-242-4594 dlefsea@msn.com PO Box 931 Seahurst WA 98062 
D13 Dillenbeck Donald E & Rose A 607-748-0001 dlllen beck 177 @att.net 177 Haskins Road Johnson City NY 13790 
D14 Dixon William C. & Nan 315-686-3463 nandlxon@glsco.net 15407 Dixon Road Clayton NY 13624 
D15 Docteur Gary F 716-877-0560 gfd151 @aol.com 51 Ivy Lea Buffalo NY 14223 
D16 Dorr Hollis 315-788-0959 PO Box 297 Brownville NY 13615 
D17 Doyle Shawn Patrick 315-298-3620 spdlnpul@hotmall.com ~5 Lake Street Pulaski NY 13142 
018 Ducat Elinor W 315-482-4614 tlmber@castletv.com 20785 St Lawrence Park Rd ~lexandria Bay NY 13607 
E1 Ellis Marv 805-964-7305 danellls 1 t8!mlndsprlna.com 6016 Paseo Palmllla Goleta CA 93117 
E2 Evans 8_obert G 707-823-0609 rg~ns@_sonlc.nat 1065 Saint Helena Avenue Sebastopol CA 95472 -
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F1 Fahsel Sylvia H 315-482-3343 sfah2@alsco.net 143921 County Route 2 Redwood NY 13679 
F2 Farhat Mary B. 925-837-9276 mmbfef@msn.com 1487 St. Francis Drive Danville CA 94526 
F3 Farr Elizabeth A 315-629-1900 Bettv1@_Gisco.net 126474 County Route 17 Evans Mills NY 13637 
F4 Finkbeiner George D 315-445-2858 george@flnkbelner.net 1202 Haddonfield Drive Dewitt NY 13214 
F5 Finnegan Marie 516-409-8519 anteek4me@yahoo.com 1421 Poulson Street Wantagh NY 11793 
F6 Fisher Bonnie P 315-788-0874 cebflsher@wmconnect.com 1657 Grant Street !Watertown NY 13601 
F7 Fisk Marie & David 315-639-6146 dmflsk@northnet.org P 0 Box474 Dexter NY 13634 
F8 Fitzgerald Michael 315-782-1977 1414 S. Hamilton Street tvvatertown NY 13601 
F9 Fox Donald P 585-385-1576 oldgreyfox@Juno.com ~ Maple Street Pittsford NY 14534 
F10 Francis Bettie Brewer 559-683-7824 brows@stl.nef P 0 Box 2452 Oakhurst CA 93644 
F11 Frantz Ruth Boy 630-466-4382 rbfrantz@vlslonfrlendly.net P 0 Box27 Sugar Grove IL 60554 
G1 Galaydlck Beverly 315-469-8509 BMGalay@aol.com 142 Harding Place ~yracuse NY 13205 
G2 Gardner Robert E regardner@verlzon.net 5805 Walnut Street !Temple Hills MD 20748 
G3 Garnham Niles 585-889-5339 naarnham@rochester.rr.com f48 Main Street Apt A Scottsville NY 14546 
G4 Gates Leonllda Jane 315-287-2693 1Jgsa15@northnet.org 122 William Street Gouverneur NY 13642 
G5 Genealogy Dept Flower Library genle@lmcnet.net 229 Washington Street Watertown NY 13601 
G6 Genealogy Soc. Gr. Cleveland P .0. Box 40254 Cleveland OH 44140 
G7 Genealogy Soc. Lake County 184 Phelps Street Painesville OH 44077 
G8 Genealogy Soc. Ontario cybertap.com/genealogy/ Box 536 Brockvllle Ont. K6V5V7 
G9 Genealogy Soc. Oswego Co. 384 East River Road Oswego NY 13126 
G10 Glezentaner Barbara Hawks 734-429-1353 bglez@juno.com P 0 Box 706 Saline Ml 48176 
G11 Ginder CaroiW 585-582-1464 P 0 Box 268 Lima NY 14485 
G12 Goddeau Frances A 413-583-5088 143 Kendall Street Ludlow MA 01056 
G13 !Godfrey William P 315-695-5556 466 County Route 54 Pennellville NY 13132 
G14 Golden James A 301-464-0724 Jlmgolden@aol.com 2405 Belair Drive Bowie MD 20715 
G15 Goodnough Charles & Mary 315-628-5558 302 Mill Street Theresa NY 13691 
G16 Gosier Julia E 315-649-5452 28589 Empie Road Three Mile Bay NY 13693 
G17 Grant Dan & Sue 315-686-3097 sgg3097@focalnet.com 15451 Lyellton Drive Clayton NY 13624 
G18 Griggs Bernard 248-698-1596 halrygreytop@aol.com 10120 Mary Lee Avenue White Lake Ml 48386 
H1 Hagar Jean Simmons 864-879-2615 Japclhag@aol.com 101 Colony Road !raylors sc 29687 
H2 Hager Lou Anne Carr 623-935-2322 hager362@sbcglobal.net 12763 N. 149th Avenue Kloodyear AZ 85338 
H3 Hague Harry E 989-366-6329 hlhague@l2k.com [896 Meadow Drive !Waterford Ml 48329 
H4 Hale Connie rog45357@aol.com ~871 M-89 Richland Ml 49083 
H5 Hall Dennis C 315-482-9217 124719 NYS Rt 26 Redwood NY 13679 
H6 Hamel Hubert H 920-733-6008 HughHamel@aol.com ~7 South Meadows Drive ~ppleton WI 54915 
H7 Harris Leon L. 585-533-1147 lee-vl@juno.com 1783 Middle Road Rush NY 14543 
H8 Harter Louise A 919-319-9239 ~513 Glenhope Ct. Cary NC 27511 
H9 Heher Michael T. 330-758-6977 draymanmlke@aol.com 16140 Glenwood Avenue Boardman OH 44512 
H10 Heimburg Carol G. 315-472-2750 helmburg8@aol.com P 0 Box 6406 Syracuse NY 13217 
H11 Heritage-Quest Mag_azine ~09 Main Street Apt # 5 Sumner WA 98390 
H12 Herrick Kenneth R 360-882-5828 kherrlck7@comcast.net 17934 SE 41st Loop Vancouver WA 98683 
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H13 Hibben Jean M Wilcox 951-780-1799 wllcox@clrclemendlng.org 15280 Multlvlew Drive Lake Mathews CA 92570 
H14 Historical Assoc. South Jefferson 315-232-2616 29 East Church Street Adams NY 13605 
H15 Historical Soc. 4 River Valleys P 0 Box504 Carthage NY 13619 
H16 Historical Soc. Half-Shire P 0 Box 73 Richland NY 13144 
H17 Holcombe Jon K. 315-482-9218 holcombe1@glsco.net 47206 Oak Place Wellesley Island NY 13640 
H18 Hopkins Patti Wagner 315-786-7668 plw@lmcnet.net 909 Washington Street Watertown NY 13601 
H19 Hopkins Jr. Clancy 315-786-7668 chopklns@lmcnet.net 909 Washington Street W_atertown NY 13601 
H20 Howard Suzanne L 315-482-2932 lemmonmlnnle~hotmall.com P 0 Box24 ~hlppewa Bay NY 13623 
H21 Hubbard Gerald 503-642-9322 gerald.hubbardlalverlzon.net 21834 SW Regal Court Aloha OR 97006 
H22 Hubbard Jeanette 315-625-7228 Auntnette49@wmconnect.com ~07 Rider Street Parish NY 13131 
H23 Hughes Rodney 941-497-5165 Ma811eyhughes@comcaat.net 1132 Shane Court Venice FL 34293 
H24 Hunkins rrrudy 315-788-0310 thunklns@glsco.net 522 Weldon Drive Unit A-1 Watertown NY 13601 
H25 Hunter Gregory P 315-689-6505 jghunter@twcny.rr.com 127 East Main Street Elbridge NY 13060 
H26 Hunter !Joseph D Sr 315-782-4168 P 0 Box 96 Fishers Landing NY 13641 
H27 Hunters Heritage P 0 Box 270 Saratoga Springs NY 12866 
H28 Hyde Marlon C mamebomp@northernfcu.net 118 East Church Street !Adams NY 13605 
J1 IJames Patricia 208-939-7141 famllytre@aol.com PO Box 4311 Boise ID 83711 
J2 !Jenny Caroline E 716-323-2019 32 Point Pleasant Road Rochester NY 14622 
J3 !Jobson Elaine 315-658-2203 May· Oct. ~2760 NYS Rt. 411 La Fargeville NY 13656 
J4 !Johannes Bonnie Albertson 360-532-8983 atanJo@techllne.com ~5 Valley Road Hoquiam WA 98550 
J5 !Johnson Donald E 315-782-3826 djohns19@twcny.rr.com 1161 Academy Street !Watertown NY 13601 
J6 !Judd Mary M. 315-386-4213 hfmrJudd@northnet.org 1026 Farnes Road Canton NY 13617 
K1 Kelm Robert E. 585-586-8153 rkelm@rochester.rr.com 179 Hotchkiss Circle Penfield NY 14526 
K2 Kemery Carl B 440-942-4867 cbcl60@aol.com ~60 Orchard Road ~IIIOUJihby . OH 44094 
K3 Kemmls Richard J 315-592-4486 rJkem@twcny.rr.com ~6 Ridge Road Fulton NY 13069 
K4 Kleff Kevin A. 315-788-6434 kkleff@westelcom.com 131 Mullin Street ~atertown NY 13601 
K5 King Katherine Cullen 703-799-0970 kcklng@cox.net ~502 W. Boulevard Drive !Alexandria VA 22308 
K6 Klock Benny L. 850-626-4263 blklock@>.mchsl.com ~977 Holleyberry Lane Milton FL 32583 
K7 Kovak Cynthia J 860-434-2777 191 Mile Creek Road Old Lyme CT 06371 
K8 Kunzwller VIola M. 315-343-2560 32 Catherine Street Oswego NY 13126 
K9 Kurtz Beverly J. 503-981-5269 bkurtz2039@yahoo.com 2039 HeatherWay !Woodburn OR 97071 
L1 Law Diana J 315-656-9550 dlanalaw@twcny.rr.com 7213 Manlius Center Road East Syracuse NY 13057 
L2 Leanna ~_udlth C 262-697-0340 Judlth@wl.net 8219 47th Court Kenosha WI 53142 
L3 Leary Marie E. 315-773-4169 PO Box 462 Black River NY 13612 
L4 Lee M. Russell 315-363-0483 canam@cnyconnect.net P 0 Box 513 Dexter NY 13634 
L5 Lee R. Edward 315-232-2894 rlee1@twcny.rr.com 10433 North Park Street Adams NY 13605 
L6 Leep !Judith K. Cox 316-744-7902 511 Creek Trail Kechi KS 67067 
L7 Leith !John D 617-969-6837 jdlelth@comcast.net 162 Islington Road ~uburndale MA 02466 
L8 Lentz Margaret M. 360-377-6770 Mlentz7602@aol.com 2141 Cloward Way Bremerton WA 98312 
L9 Lewis !Julia 2537 Williams Avenue # 2 Cincinnati OH 45212 
L10 Library lA P Ainsworth Mem 315-387-3732 alnsworth6064tzilvahoo.com P 0 Box69 Sandy Creek NY 13145 
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L11 Library !Allen Co. Public PO Box 2270(Gen.Perlodlcals Fort Wayne IN 46801 
L12 Library Family History 801-240-1114 tlchenorps@ldschurch.org 135 NW Temple Street Salt Lake City UT 84150 
L13 Library Hawn Memorial 1220 John Street Clayton NY 13624 
L14 Library Onondaga Co. lhg@onllb.org 1447 South Salina Street Syracuse NY 13202 
L15 Library Orange County 407-425-4694 101 East Central Blvd Orlando FL 32801 
L16 Lord Kathryn J 860-653-0301 hglord@cox.net ~03 Salmon Brook Street Granby CT 06035 

L17 Lundle Sandra 616-396-4459 snllundl@wmls.net 65 West 34th Street Holland Ml 49423 

L18 Luther !John A 909-982-7314 kclex@aol.com 1612 Carmel Circle W. Upland CA 91784 
M1 Maher Patricia E 952-542-1128 pmah2001 ®man. com ~663 Park Center Blvd# 213 1St Louts Park MN 55416 
M2 Maitland Dianne L 324 Lehigh Road Pulaski NY 13142 
M3 Mallnlch Linda 585-586-9267 mallnlch@attglobal.net 28 Kevin Drive Rochester NY 14625 
M4 Manning !Joyce 315-482-2025 Joycejan@webtv.net PO Box 75 Redwood NY 13679 
M5 Maring Donald H. 315-583-6226 15692 US Rt. 11 !Watertown NY 13601 
M6 Marshall Nancy C. 315-834-6687 pernese@twcny .rr.com 2737 Erie Drive !Weedsport NY 13166 
M7 Martin Robert & Mary 540-387-2280 mbma~earthllnk.net 1708 Klngsmlll Drive Salem VA 24153 
M8 Matchner Kathleen M 623-977-3491 kaasym2@aol.com 13456 N Emberwood Drive Sun City AZ. 85351 
M9 McDonald Kay C. 607-785-3064 kaycmcdon®att.net 72 CoventrY Road Endicott NY 13760 
M10 McGreal !John M 724-728-1059 bkpkr@ccla.com 3465 Tuscarawas Road Beaver PA 15009 
M11 McKinley PaulA. 561-395-2193 mcklnley1460@warthllnk.net 1460 NW 4th Street Boca Raton FL 33486 
M12 McNulty Nancy Y 413-584-1876 franan@ren.com PO Box327 Leeds MA 01053 
M13 Mentry Sandra J. 717-761-7144 217 North 17th Street Camp Hill PA 17011 
M14 Merriam Esther L. 269-969-9162 GmerrEmerr@aol.com 59 Piper Avenue Battle Creek Ml 49017 
M15 Messick Ruth 518-587-5852 unllmltd1®Juno.com P 0 Box 1389 Saratoga Springs NY 12866 
M16 Miller Catherine M 716-735-3375 catsqulltsetc@cs.com 8983 Ernest Road Middleport NY 14105 
M17 Miller Edith R (Barney} 616-866-1424 EdlthMIIIerallmac.com 503 Northland Court Rockford Mf 49341 
M18 Miller James R 315-788-2027 25110 Miller Road Watertown NY 13601 
M19 Mills Martha E 562-594-6325 mmbooks@peoplepc.com 13881 Thunderbird Dr. # 66 L Seal Beach CA 90740 
M20 Miner 11 Herbert J 847-615-0918 hjmll@aol.com 855 Pembrldge Drive Lake Forest IL 60045 
M21 Misch VIrginia Hart 716-434-8169 Vhmlachallaol.com 18 Jefferson Drive Lockport NY 14094 
M22 Mitchell Edna G. 703-971-4624 6305 May Blvd. Alexandria VA 22310 
M23 Monterey Doris S. 315-629-4375 domonte@glaco.com 29582 Martin Rd. North Evans Mills NY 13637 
M24 Morlwy Bonnie J Moore bonnlemorleyue@yahoo.com 36790 State Rt. 12 Clayton NY 13624 
M25 Morrison Shelley A aam2813@aol.com 1449 West Pensacola Ave. Chicago IL 60613 
M26 Mosher John E 785-312-9225 jmosher@aunflower.com 1599 Rockledge Road Lawrence KS 66049 
M27 Moye Thelma D 321-697-5667 TMoye1@cfl.rr com 17 44 Del Prado Drive Kissimmee FL 34758 
M28 Museum Thousand Islands ~03 Riverside Drive Clayton NY 13624 
N1 N.C.L.S. Meg White 315-782-5540 megw@northnet.org PO Box99 !Watertown NY 13601 
N2 Nell Nicole L 315-788-5722 lnell1@twcny.rr.com 144 Winslow Street !Watertown NY 13601 
N3 Nemier Stanley 607-754-3181 Snemler@aol.com 521 Leon Drive Endicott NY 13760 
N4 Newkirk Linda 315-458-2240 lamlthnewklrk@man.com 5426 Bear Road North Syracuse NY 13212 
N5 Nichols Chris 315-785-6868 chrls@squareldeaa.com 18591 Co. Rt. 66 [Watertown NY 13601 
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N6 Nordby Joyce 
01 O'Dell Margaret 
02 Ormiston Helen M 
P1 Parish HelenE 
P2 Parker Dot 
P3 Parker Herbert & Harriet 
P4 Parker Mlchaele 
P5 Patch ~nn M. 
P10 Paver David Jenkins 
P6 Peot ~haron A 
P7 Pettey Everette & Lois 
P8 Porter Katherine S 
P9 Putnam Phyllis 
Q1 Quencer M Michael 
R1 Rafferty Stephen E 
R2 Rappold Wendy C 
R3 Ravmon Nancy E. 
R4 Reese Barbara Westcott 
R5 Rice Christopher Drake 
R6 Rice Faye s. 
R7 Rice Gordon L 
R8 Robertson Sue McGraw 
R9 Robertson iTracy Negus 
R10 Rockwell Raymond E 
R11 Rogers ~. E.(Gus) 
R12 Rogers IJames E. 
R13 Rogers Wayne 
R14 Rogstad ~hella B 
S1 $chlffer Ella Clark 
S2 Schmidt Lorraine E 
S3 Seeber Charles H 
S4 $eymour ~lvah H 
S5 Seymour Donna Earle 
S6 $hannon Carol A 
S7 Shearing ~drla 
sa ~harwood Eleanor A 
S9 Shockey Patricia J 
S10 Simonds David R. 
S11 Skinner Charles B 
S12 ~late Greta M 
S13 Slater ~lncent E 

) 

425-775-3308 
315-493-0488 
315-493-3265 
315-232-5079 

770-483-9484 
718-667-3457 
315-699-9973 
315-695-2234 
262-593-5406 
608-339-9546 

315-649-2613 
315-482-9658 
540-349-2635 

315-287-2293 
831-384-9703 
585-395-0554 
315-938-5101 
804-897-4036 
602-996-0609 
315-482-8652 
518-370-3412 

802-879-7835 
519-368-7210 
925-945-1338 
315-245-0990 
714-838-0205 
989-832-6287 
315-454-3194 
315-265-6985 
540-937-5332 
585-493-5632 
813-634-1552 
916-687-7980 
202-554-7480 

315-482-9693 
260-456-8665 

SUBMITTERS 

ljnordby@Juno.com 

travelgram@.vahoo.com 

hormls@glsco.net 

hparlsh~glsco.net 

winter 

usn618@aol.com 
sufl22a@prodlgy .com 

qulltann@twcny.rr.com 

sharp63178@yahoo.com 
epettey@mags.net 

phyllls@putnamfamlly.com 

mquencer@northnet.org 

steveraff3789@earthllnk.net 

Jsnefarmailnorthnet.org 
Westcottal'lredshlft.com 

crlce@&P!I-"Cerportachools.orR 
fayerlce@northnet.org 

grlce@wrallp.com 

smcrob@cox.net 

rrobtrob~northnet.org 

rrockwe2~nycap.rr.com 

J. rogera@.luno.com 
stretch@bmta.com 

SRogstad@msn.com 

cnygene@dreamscape.com 

lorralnesch@earthllnk.net 

chseeber@speednetllc.com 

al@seymour.net 

onthegoailnorthnet.org 
shannca@adelphla.net 

ashearlng@wnynet.net 

ellle6@J!eoplepc.com 

msdorchexbar@earthllnk.net 

dave.slmonds@verlzon.net 

sklnners1979@btlnternet.com 

gretamay@glsco.net 
hautbols3@comcast.net 
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~11-10th Place North Edmonds WA 98020 
39489 NYS Rte 126 Carthage NY 13619 
17 North Main Street !Carthage NY 13619 
14284 Benjamin Place Mannsville NY 13661 
~08 Hickory Hill Road Fisherville VA 
14150 Bowen Road McDonough GA 30252 
145 Geldner Avenue Staten Island NY 10306 
17333 Lakeshore Road Cicero NY 13039 
14096 Bonstead Road Clay NY 13041 
W 701 Froelich Road Sullivan WI 53178 
1962 A 17th Lane· Friendship WI 53934 
7035 Aegean Blvd NE Bremerton WA 98311 
PO Box 58 Chaumont NY 13622 
16 Crossman Street ~lexandrla Bay NY 13607 
5239 Graystone Road Warrenton VA 20187 
8293 Hwy 814 Myrtle Beach sc 29588 
34542 County Rt. 22 Theresa NY 13691 
304 Carmel Ave. # 57 Marina CA 93933 
112 Sugar Tree Circle Brockport NY 14420 
PO Box64 Henderson NY 13650 
1907 Norwood Creek Drive Powhatan VA 23139 
15511 E Wlndrose Drive Scottsdale A1. 85254 
126795 Clear Lake Camp Rd. Theresa NY 13691 
1658 Sacandaga Road Scotia NY 12302 
1101 W. Commerce. Ave. Haines City FL 33844 
3 LaSalle Drive Essex Junction VT 05452 
1 Nell Place Tiverton Ont n0g2t0 
954 Springfield Drive Walnut Creek CA 94598 
9666 Elpls Road Camden NY 13316 
1501 Cloyden Road Santa Ana CA 92705 
1263 E. Split Rock Trail Midland Ml 48640 
110 Marian Drive Mattydale NY 13211 
8 Cedar Street Potsdam NY 13676 
2714 Wildwood Cr. Amissville VA 20106 
4767 Shearing Road Gainesville NY 14066 
1507 Dedham Drive Sun City Center FL 33573 
P 0 Box 287 Wilton CA 95693 
905 6th St. SW Apt 3048 Washington DC 20024 
US Embassy-PSC 801 Box 15 Fpo AE 09498 
126694 Wills Road Redwood NY 13679 
14816 Tacoma Avenue Fort Wayne IN 46807 

) 



) 

SUBMITTERS 

514 5LVGS elckhoff@aldus.northnet.org P 0 Box 205 Canton NY 13617 
S16 !Smith Barbara G 908-464-7626 bglasssmlth@comcast.net 376 Union Avenue New Providence NJ 07974 
S16 Smith Barbara Spencer 702-457-8487 Edzlu4747@aol.com 2866 Mcleod Drive Las Vegas NV 89121 
S17 Splett Mary_ Lou 360-698-3776 koukolml@comcast.com Q483Ciover Blossom La NE Bremerton WA 98311 
S18 Sprague Russell W 301-942-2845 ruasxsprague@hotmall.com 10708 Casper Street Kensington MD 20895 
519 Springer Carolyn 559-439-2328 cmspryng19{8laol.com 532 West Morris Avenue Fresno CA 93704 
520 Stangland Elfreda R 218-634-9814 elfda@w: ktel.com P 0 Box 762 Baudette MN 56623 
S21 Start Terrence M. 616-534-1760 tmsta rt@lserv. net 3251 Yellowstone Drive SW Grandville Ml 49418 
S22 Stetson Michael 212-672-1208 stetson@mnr.org Metro-No. 9th 420 Lexington A\ New York NY 10017 
523 Stewart Janet M. 315-788-1317 329 Thompson Blvd. Watertown NY 13601 
S24 Stone Rebecca 315-232-2486 raton@spartanprlde.org 21355 County Route 69 Rodman NY 13682 
S25 Sutherland Alec-Mindy 716-249-0125 alec mlndy_ sutherland@world 56 Tobey Court Pittsford NY 14534 
S26 Sweeney Mary M 315-346-6201 jsweeney@northnet.org 9913 Second Road Castorland NY 13620 
S27 Swensen CoryC 719-57 4-9421 swensen62@adelphla.net 1610 No. Murray Blvd Apt 220 Colorado Springs co 80915 
11'1 Talt Marion Smith 905-774-5138 mayflowermlst@sympatlco.ca 107 Anderson Avenue Dunnville Ont. N1A3A6 
rr2 Thornton ~era J 315-482-9262 verat@scsefcu.net 26541 NYS Rt 26 Theresa NY 13691 
[3 Thurston Phillip C. 11855 Jaybee Avenue Sparta WI 54656 
11'4 Town Historian P 0 Box 130 Alexandria Bay NY 13607 

trs [Townsend Susan C 315-688-2957 18608 Whitesville Road Copenhagen NY 13626 
11'6 lfoy Charles H. 843-365-0059 toych@sccoast.net 3707 Hwy 472 Conway sc 29526 
V1 ~an Brocklln Robert F. 315-639-6515 bolovb@usadatanet.net 15992 Foster Pk . Road Dexter NY 13634 
V2 rv'anderleeden Hans/Annabelle 413-736-3140 143 Florentine Gardens Springfield MA 01108 
V3 ~anNess rrhomas & Nellie Winter 16406 Oak Grove Drive Winter Haven FL 33884 
V4 ~lckerman Susan L. 904-284-5317 svlckerman@msn.com 13 Forest Street GreenCove Springs FL 32043 
V5 ~oshol lfwylla 248-398-7480 twvllav{8lcomcast.net 2104 North Wilson Royal Oak Ml 48073 
W1 !Wagner Norma Joann 315-583-6349 whltepenny43@hotmall.com P 0 Box432 Adams Center NY 13606 
W2 !Walton N Do4glas 502-863-1362 dwalton1 02@aol.com 1009 Fairway Drive Georgetown KY 40324 
W3 !Waits !Jeannine PO Box 51 Plessis NY 13675 
W4 !Ward Nancy 315-457-7309 nward2@twcny.rr.com 143 Lorna Avenue Syracuse NY 13208 
W5 !Warner Madge 770-704-9272 nmwarner@alltel.net 1400 Canterbury Ridge Pkwy Canton GA 30114 
W6 !Waters Darlene 309-674-7850 dwblue sky@hotmall.com 1527 West Callendar Street Peoria IL 61606 
W7 !Watkins Regina P 914-637-2324 drbrucewatklns@aol.com 55 Lyncroft Road New Rochelle NY 10804 
W_8 !Webb George- Margaret 315-773-5766 P 0 Box 71 Felts Mills NY 13638 
W9 !Weidlich Carol Rooksby 239-567-2686 crw02055@earthllnk.net 5529 Adam Drive North Fort Myers FL 33917 
W10 !West Peggy peggybear 2000@yahoo.com P 0 Box438 Rodman NY 13682 
W11 !Whipple Carolyn Decker 703-759-6379 dwhlpple1@cox.net ~509 Watts Road Great Falls VA 22066 
W12 !White Christine M 585-671-8287 hopechest@frontlernet.net 1758 South Huckleberry Way !Webster NY 14580 
W13 White !Jean M jwhlte49@shlatel.tds.net 14045 Moyer Road !Williamston Ml 48895 
W14 White Marlene Cronk 585-742-3537 coelhen2@aol.com (4·11) 16407 Klms Drive !VIctor NY 14564 
W15 Whitmore Sandra A 315-472-2075 523 Durston Avenue ~yracuse NY 13203 . 
W16 Wiley Suzanne C. 315-493-3675 34390 Pleasant Lake Drive Carthage NY 13619 
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SUBMITTERS 

W17 [VIIIIklnson Harold R 503-297-6247 2712 S W Luradel Street Portland OR 97219 
W16 Williams Gary & Elizabeth 812-484-1007 ellzwlll~usl.edu 810 Jobes Lane Evansville IN 47712 
W19 Williams Lucille 316-634-1569 lwllllams46~cox.net 7410 East 35th No Wichita KS 62226 
W20 [Williamson Harold E. 319-338-5658 harwll@soll.lnav.net 131 So. Mt. Vernon Drive Iowa City lA 52245 
W21 [Wisner Oliver J . 315-782-6789 216 Washington Street [Watertown NY 13601 
W22 [Wolfflng Llbb_y H 785-537-9495 ralphm@ksu.edu 1440 Beechwood Terrce Manhattan KS 66502 
W23 Wood Nancy L. 770-577-7464 nancy38@aol.com 485 Austin Drive Douglasville GA 30134 
Y1 !Young David A 360-698-1300 da.young@wavecable.com 4860 Hosman Circle NW Silverdale WA 98383 
Z1 !Zach Pauline N. 316-686-3712 l)lnzach@aol.com 417 James Street Clayton NY 13624 
Z2 !Zimmer Jackie Mangana 928-453-1903 zlmmer jackle@yahoo.com 2815 Widgeon Lane Lake Havasu AZ. 86403 
Z3 !Zufelt Emily & John jnzufelt@Juno.com 12416 Graydon Road Wilmington DE 19803 
Z4 !Zufelt Norval D. 315-963-3203 PO Box 876 Mexico NY 13114 
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SURNAMES Page 1 DECEMBER 2005 

SURNAME 1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #S SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
1 IAbeel A4 H17 Barrett M16 S1 
2 lA berg A1 Barrows WS 
3 !Adams A1 Barrus 04 
4 !Ainsworth 010 Bartholomew M14 519 
5 !Albertson J4 Bartlett C10 
6 lA IIen C12 C26 018 M9 V3 Barton W14 
7 lAman P6 Bass W3 
8 IAmo P1 Bassett 516 
9 Anderson B23 Bastian L6 
10 Angell Angell AS G4 M3 52 Bates F7 H10 
11 Angell Angell AS G4 M3 Battles L18 
12 Archbald/bold 81 Bauch C5 
13 Arnold 510 Bauder Z2 
14 Arthur C1 Baxter C21 
15 Atwood F11 Seal/Beals L17 51 
16 Aubertine G1 M25 V4 Beaman J6 
17 Auffret V1 Bearup H21 
18 Austin L18 Beauregard M17 
19 Avery F6 P7 R4 Beckstead M4 
20 Ayers 526 Beckwith C4 
21 B Bedford 527 
22 B(e)arkley H10 Beebe( e) R2 W14 
23 Babcock B1 G12 H2 Behnke G4 
24 Babcott 516 Bell 51 
25 Bacon C21 H25 Belleville 02 
26 Bag_lo_(e}(w)_ 520 Bellinger C14 L18 522 
27 Bailey R1 Bemis M27 
28 Baird AS G17 Bender B9 
29 Balch H18 Bennett C24--H17 L1 M17 513 Z2 
30 Balduff 016 Benore H21 
31 Baltoff 016 Benton W18 
32 Baltz 016 N4 Be row W7 
33 Bamford M27 Berry Z2 
34 Barber F4 H23 R1 Bertran T1 
3S Barnes/Barns BS B6 F11 M7 Besaw PS 
36 Barnes B6 F11 M7 Besserer A4 
37 Barnett R14 Bingham M12 
38 Barney M17 Bin key G4 
39 Barns BS B6 Birch 04 0 13 
40 Barr 01 Birmingham W20 



SURNAMES Page 2 DECEMBER 2005 

SURNAME1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
41 Blanchard W20 Burr B27 
42 Blevins H25 Burtch R12 
43 Blodgett B9 012 W19 Burton W1 
44 Blum K3 Buskirk K9 
45 Bogenschutz B13 Butler B14 B29 L18 
46 Bolton F1 H5 Butterfield C12 S21 W20 
47 Bongard V4 c 
48 Boomer 527 Cain 02 
49 Bosworth R1 Calarco 56 
50 Bovee 03 Campany C1 P1 
51 Bowles B25 Campbell S4 V1 
52 Bowman T1 Campbell V1 
53 Boyle F5 Can ell S4 
54 Bracy 511 Capp R10 
55 Branson B6 Carpenter B25 C24 L1 L18 R2 
56 Brenon B19 Carson M1 
57 Brewer F10 Carter G17 M22 R5 52 
58 Brewster K2 Case M17 
59 Briggs W7 Case M6 M17 T5 
60 Britt 522 Case T5 
61 Britton B23 W5 Casey 522 
62 Broadhurst 516 Casselman M4 520 
63 Brodeur M16 Caswell N6 
64 Bronson 86 511 Cavanaugh W23 
65 Brooks W9 Chaffee 013 
66 Brothers M16 Chamberlain V1 
67 Brotherston 513 Chambers A5 
68 Brough ham 013 Chapin L17 
69 Brown 03 05 M4 513 T5 Chapman L18 R10 
70 Bruce 01 Charlebois C7 
71 Bryan G14 Chase C5 M9 S1 
72 Bucklin G14 Cheesman W12 
73 Buker M4 Cheever C11 
74 Bullis F1 Childs H23 
75 Bunce M1 Chittenden 511 
76 Burch 04 Church C13 F11 
77 Burdick G2 Churchill Z2 
78 Burke B25 P5 Claffin R10 
79 Burkhard S6 Clark L8 M17 56 
80 Burns B26 F5 H19 54 Clyde H20 

) ) ) 



SURNAMES Page 3 DECEMBER 2005 

SURNAME1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
81 Cocagne M13 Cronk L1 W14 
82 Cochrane G14 Cross H23 W19 
83 Coe W14 Cross W19 
84 Coile G12 Crouse F4 K6 
85 Colburn D10 Crowner H24 M25 RS 
86 Cole C16 C17 Crumb D5 
87 Collins AS 814 D14 M27 N4 R14 Cummings C4 C21 
88 Combs L16 Cupernall D14 
89 Comins M25 Cutting L8 
90 Compeau C21 Czoper F1 
91 Conerse H23 D 
92 Congdon L4 S10 Dalley 826 
93 Congdon S10 Dalton 813 
94 Conklin L17 Damon C24 
95 Connor M22 Daniell A4 
96 Constalntlne 03 Daniels 02 W18 
97 Constance K3 Danough 89 
98 Constance P9 Dasno 03 
99 Cook L4 M12 N6 W9 Davenport C5 
100 Cool C24 H17 S13 Davidson K6 
101 Cooley M12 Davis 04 D5 H2 S22 W12 
102 Coon D18 Day G3 S1 
103 Copeland F10 Day S1 
104 Copley_ P9 Dayton H25 
105 Cornell D13 Dealing L10 S26 
106 Cornwell K4 W14 Z1 Dean H2 
107 Cornwell Z1 Decatur L7 
108 Corriveau A4 DeCour(t) M16 
109 Casselman S20 Defaut/Dufault L2 
110 Couch C25 N6 Defendorf 012 
111 Cough K2 Defoe L2 
112 Coughlin F10 Delaney C7 G1 H19 
113 Countryman C4 Delano S19 W20 
114 Couse M26 Delano W20 
115 Covey 827 P7 De laplace F1 
116 Cowan 817 C12 Delong D12 
117 Cowan C12 Denesia C1 
118 Cox L6 Denice M17 
119 Coyle G12 Den(n)ing C1 
120 Craig W3 Denr.er M4 



SURNAMES Page 4 DECEMBER 2005 

SURNAME 1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
121 Denny/Denys W18 Ed us L3 
122 Derouin D11 Eaaleston R12 
123 Devine F5 Ehle R5 
124 Dewey C11 Elliott M26 
125 Dibble C16 Ellis D10 G11 
126 Dickinson 86 M27 Ellison L10 
127 Dief(v)endorf 012 Ellsworth W14 
128 Diefendorf H17 Emerson H13 S7 

129 Dillen back K4 Z1 Emmons P6 
130 Dillenbeck 013 Empie F4 
131 Dillin W7 Enders Q1 
132 Dingman 57 Esselstyn 511 
133 Divlnney M8 Estes D18 H25 Z1 
134 Dixon D14 M27 Evans E2 G11 
135 Doan/Doane S16 Everett 823 W5 
136 Dobbins R2 Everett W5 
137 Docteur F1 H5 F 
138 Dodge H2 H12 H13 Fa (I) ling L16 
139 Domser D5 Fahsel F1 
140 Dorchester 823 C4 Fairbanks W19 
141 Dorey/Dory M13 Falconer K2 
142 Dormer F3 Fall C4 D18 
143 Dorr D16 Farewell J5 
144 Douglas/s V4 Farney C1 
145 Dowling F7 Farnsworth W5 
146 Driscoll S19 Farr F3 F7 P6 R5 
147 Dugan C6 Farrell 829 J5 
148 Dulmage K4 V3 Farrell J5 
149 Dunham 825 V4 Fecker P9 
150 Dunlay L3 Feeter C14 
151 Dunn H20 Feisthamel T5 
152 Durham 826 Ferhle/Fortln W18 
153 Dye C24 Ferris 521 
154 E Fertile D2 
155 Earl F7 Fetterly G17 M22 
156 Easterly F6 Fields W22 
157 Eastman H18 Fife M23 
158 Eckert K4 Fillmore P7 
159 Eddy N6 Finch G2 
160 Edmonds 819 Fisher F6 L7 
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SURNAMES Page 5 DECEMBER 2005 

SURNAME1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 # 7 #8 #9 # 10 
161 Fisk F7 515 Garside L4 
162 Fisk 815 Gates 85 813 
163 Fitzgerald S6 Gaworecki F1 
164 Fitzpatrick Z2 Gellet 016 
165 Flanders 522 Getman W14 
166 Flannery C16 Geywitz H13 
167 Fleming 826 01 Ghastln P7 
168 Flint W2 Gibbons G17 H19 M22 
169 Folts J4 Gibbs 85 C11 R12 
170 Foot/Foote 86 Gibeau P7 
171 Ford 85 H9 [Giddings P5 
172 Fortin 02 Gilbert Q1 
173 Fowles L2 Giles V4 
174 Fox F4 F5 G12 K4 N6 Gillson/Jillson L17 
175 Fraley H22 Glitz G17 
176 Fralick L10 Glass 513 
177 Frame 012 L18 Gleason 521 
178 Fraser/Frazier W9 817 Gloyd P5 
179 Frasier 817 Gloyd T1 
180 Fredenburg C4 R13 Godfrey R1 
181 Freeman H13 Golden G14 
182 Freeman M13 R5 W23 Golding R10 
183 Frink 526 Gonia 54 
184 Frizzell 817 Goodale 827 
185 Frost L17 Gooddale Z2 
186 Fry/Frye V3 012 Goodell 827 
187 Fuller G14 G17 M22 Goodrich L8 
188 Furglson H20 Goonan G4 
189 G Gormley 813 
190 Gage E2 Gosler pg V4 
191 Gagnon 54 Goss 825 
192 Gaige E2 Goudiere L4 
193 Gaines C7 Gould R4 
194 Galloway C26 Goulding 519 
195 Galt/Gault P1 Gove W3 
196 Gardner 89 C11 G2 H6 L17 51 W12 Graham R10 
197 Gardner W12 Granger H22 T5 
198 Garlock C14 Granger T5 
199 Garnham G3 Grant G17 M22 W20 
200 Garnsey 813 Grappotte G18 H22 



SURNAMES Page 6 DECEMBER 2005 

SURNAME 1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
201 Gratz W2 Hawley/Holley 511 
202 Graver L8 Hawn C24 N6 
203 Graves G17 M9 Haws M20 
204 Green W20 Hayes L16 
205 Greene C16 M20 R1 511 Haywood P5 526 
206 Greenman R1 Hebert H23 
207 Gregory C11 L1 L18 Heinrich W23 
208 Gregory L18 Helmer F4 Q1 W7 
209 Griffin L1 Hample F1 
210 Groat 83 Hengge C10 
211 Guernsey H4 Hentze P9 
212 Gulwlts H13 Herkimer C14 
213 Guyre W11 Herman C10 
214 H Herrick 09 010 H12 
215 Ha(o)lllday M27 Hess F9 H24 L4 
216 Haas Hey I Hibbard H23 
217 Hadlock C5 Hicks Y1 
218 Hagen H20 High moor M23 
219 Hague H3 Hildreth L4 52 
220 Hale H4 Hildreth 82 
221 Hall G11 H5 M5 Hill C21 Q1 
222 Hallett 819 Hillman R1 
223 Halloway H18 Hills 012 
224 Hammond 01 Hine 05 
225 Hand 826 N6 Hitchcock W18 
226 Hanes F4 Hoar G11 
227 Happ N4 Hofer C1 
228 Harrigan 56 Holklns K1 
229 Harrington L8 Hollings heal H3 
230 Harris M7 Holmes G14 
231 Hart 89 C12 L10 Hoover F6 H10 L4 
232 Hartman G3 V4 Hopf W22 
233 Hartman V4 Hopkins H19 
234 Hartwig F5 Horton L7 
235 Harvey 519 Hoselton L16 
236 Harwood R4 Hotchklns G17 M22 
237 Hastings H23 R12 Hotchkiss G17 
238 Hauverman 89 Hough J4 
239 Hawes M20 Hourihan C21 
240 Hawkins K1 R2 W7 Hovey 814 
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SURNAME1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
241 Howard H20 M27 S27 K 
242 Howarth 02 F3 Ka(e)mpnich P1 
243 Howarth F3 Kane P6 
244 Howland C21 Kasson 825 
245 Hrachovina W22 Kast F9 
246 Hubbard cs H21 L8 R5 Keirn K1 
247 Huck W3 Kelle(a}r P1 
248 Huffstater F7 Keller F5 F7 
249 Humphrey W18 Keller F7 
250 Hunt A4 Kelleson 826 
251 Hunter H13 H25 L3 L10 Kellison 826 
252 Hunter M4 Kellogg 522 526 
253 Hurlbut F10 Kelsey G2 
254 Husted H17 Kemmerer K2 
255 Hyde 51 Kempney C1 
256 I Kennico(u)t L17 
257 Ingalls W19 Kenyon/Kinyon 510 
258 Ingersoll G2 Kes(s)ler L16 
259 Ingerson G2 Keyes M22 
260 Ingraham M25 Killen beck C16 
261 Ireland P9 Kilts C14 
262 Irvine M3 Kimmes K3 
263 J Kingsbury 85 011 G4 
264 !Jackman J6 Kingsley 011 
265 Jackson H6 Kirby V3 
266 James R1 Klock C14 F4 KG 522 Z2 
267 Jarvis 011 Knapp 81 K3 R2 56 
268 Jenkins H13 K4 W9 Z1 Knight G4 
269 Jenne 516 Kraemer S6 
270 Jennings C24 L 
271 Jerome G17 La(o)ughlin M3 
272 Jewett W19 LaDue G18 
273 Joels N4 La Graves 510 
274 Johnson 823 C12 012 K3 R12 La Juett 011 
275 Johnston C12 Lake G11 
276 Johnston( e) R12 Lallier P1 
277 Joles/Jolls M3 M12 Lamb W18 
278 ~ones 826 H13 J6 53 W11 W14 Z2 Lambert W3 
279 ~oslin W5 Lance H12 V3 
280 Lane F3 
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SURNAME1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
281 Lansing C12 Mandlgole 53 
282 Larkin 819 P1 Manning M4 

283 LaRose T5 Manson 813 
284 LaRue S4 Manville H2 
285 Law L1 Marcellus 826 
286 Lawrence W18 Marcott 813 
287 lawton C11 F3 S1 Marsh S11 W9 
288 leary l3 Marshall C24 
289 Leddy C7 Martin D5 F10 M7 
290 LeDoux G18 Marvin W14 
291 Lee C16 D5 511 V3 Matthews M5 
292 Lefebvre 54 Maxon/Maxson C16 M20 
293 Lehman D5 McCann K6 
294 Lehr H2 H13 McCarthv F5 
295 Lenway P5 McCarty S19 
296 LaPointe M17 McCollum H17 
297 Leroux 54 McCombs Q1 
298 Lewis L16 McConnel H8 
299 Lieninger H18 McCready F1 H5 

300 Linton M3 McCumber P7 S26 
301 Littlefield G11 M6 N6 McCumber 526 
302 Livermore C4 McCune 827 
303 Livingston 813 F7 McDaniels C12 R13 
304 lock row S26 McGrann J4 
305 locy D4 McGraw RS 
306 Loehr H2 McHale L10 
307 Longtin W2 Mcintosh M6 
308 Long way M3 Mclntvre W20 
309 Lonsway M3 McKee W9 
310 Lord R10 McKenna M16 
311 Losee/Losie L17 McNitt L10 
312 Los en T5 McPhail C7 
313 Loveland M22 McRobbie 01 
314 Lucas Z2 Melichar W22 
315 Lynch C26 P6 Mentrv M13 
316 Lyon/Lyons C5 C11 Merriam M14 
317 M Merrill F11 H25 
318 Mack M7 Y1 Mesls/Misar W22 
319 Macomber M6 Meyers L18 
320 Majo AS Mlck M8 
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SURNAME 1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
321 Millard K4 L16 Odekirk 516 
322 Miller 04 O'Dell 01 W22 
323 Mills R14 O'Keefe G4 
324 Miner/Minor M1 R10 Orchard M7 
325 Mlnthorn W7 Ostrander M9 
326 Moffatt 018 Ouderkirk 516 
327 Monroe 819 Overocker 53 
328 Monteith K3 Overton 526 
329 Montgomery M3 p 
330 Monty G18 Packard C4 
331 Moore A4 814 Papaw G18 
332 Moran 56 Parish H22 
333 Morehouse 57 Parker C26 H25 M6 W3 
334 Morgan 513 Parmenter L17 
335 Morkln H9 Parmly R1 
336 Morrill C6 Parnham L4 
337 Morrison K9 Parsnow 813 
338 Morse W7 Parsons G2 
339 Mosher G2 G14 W19 Patch 018 P5 Z1 
340 Mott L16 Patrick 823 cs 
341 Moyer H10 Patrick cs 
342 Mullen P5 Patterson C7 F5 57 
343 Mullin M25 Payne C25 G18 
344 Murray 01 Payne G18 
345 Myrick 814 Pease 819 
346 N Peaslee F10 
347 Nail C25 Peck 018 
348 Negus 04 Pedrick C5 
349 Nellis 013 F9 Peebles C1 
350 Nelson 823 Pelletier K4 
351 Nemier M6 Pender C7 
352 Neuroth C16 Pepin G18 
353 Norton Z1 Pepper W18 
354 Nutting C5 Percy W7 
355 0 Perigo R4 
356 Obey M4 Perkins 59 
357 O'Brien 512 Perrigo R12 
358 O'Connell C21 Perry 527 
359 O'Conney H21 Persing 013 
360 O'Connor K3 Petrie 89 C14 L6 
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SURNAME 1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
361 Pettey/Petty P7 Riggins J4 
362 Phelps 814 012 H23 P1 S7 Riley C7 
363 Phillips L1 Q1 W2 Ripley L1 
364 Philo M3 Roark/Ruark N6 
365 Pickard S13 Roberts L18 W13 
366 Pierce C10 RS Roble/Roby M16 
367 Pitcher S21 Robinson 01 W1 
368 Place M6 Robv 01 
369 Plato 014 Rockett R10 
370 Poole F6 Rockwell J5 L6 
371 Porter 823 M12 Rockwood LS 
372 Post H17 Roden hurst S15 
373 Potter 814 018 Rodgers/Rogers M23 
374 Potts W23 Rogers A4 M12 R12 R13 S1 S10 
375 Powers S27 Rooks by W9 
376 Prentls(lce) T1 Root 86 F11 
377 Prior/Pryor S16 Rose H20 
378 Proven H20 K4 Ross G2 M26 M27 
379 Putn(m)am M3 Rouble/Rouby M16 
380 Putnam P9 Ruger G4 
381 Q Run diet H25 
382 Quackenbush 01 Russell F10 S19 
383 Quaii/Quayle W23 Ryan K3 
384 Quencer Q1 s 
385 Quian C25 Sackett 04 
386 R Salladln L16 
387 Radley V4 Saltsman F9 
388 Randall RS Sancomb W20 
389 Ransear T5 Sanders L2 
390 Read H18 Sanford 89 H20 
391 Reed C12 G4 H9 H18 Sargent H17 
392 Rehrig L6 Saunders C16 G14 L2 
393 Reinagle H21 P9 V4 !Saunders G14 
394 Rexford/Rixford R12 !Saunders L2 
395 Rhoades R14 Sawyer F6 
396 Rhodes L1 W14 Sayer P5 
397 Richmond S22 Schermerhorn 89 S26 
398 Rickard W14 Schneider G12 H19 W3 
399 Ricket(t) S1 Schram Q1 
400 Rider M7 Schulz M25 
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SURNAME 1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
401 Scidmore M12 Smith 85 04 H10 M22 M26 N4 813 T1 W22 W23 
402 Scofield G2 Snell C14 F4 822 
403 Scott 85 C16 R12 Snell F4 
404 Scoville 86 823 Snell 822 
405 Scram/Schram W19 Snider F5 
406 Secord T1 Snltchler 013 
407 Seeber 53 Snow 810 
408 Segovis P5 Snyder G12 H19 Q1 
409 Seipel H2 Spaulding 51 521 
410 Seiter C24 Spaulding 821 
411 Senecal G18 H22 Spencer 816 
412 Senn T1 · Spicer J5 
413 Severson 54 Sprague 510 
414 Seymour H20 54 Stanton C1 
415 Seymour 54 Steele H17 512 
416 Shanahan W22 Steelle C24 
417 Shannon 56 Stetson H2 522 
418 Shaver H3 S26 Stevens 825 C11 C12 M17 
419 Shaw TS Stevenson G4 
420 Sheldon K1 M23 Stevers F10 
421 ~he ley 85 L10 Stewart L1 
422 Sheley/Schiele S10 Stone W20 
423 Shelmidine M6 Storey 03 
424 Shepard 03 Storrs G14 
425 Sherman J4 M12 Stotler W3 
426 Shindler M4 Streeter L10 R12 
427 Shoemaker C14 Strfiff 03 
428 Shurtleff F11 Strickland R5 
429 Signer 813 Strong 86 
430 Silsby G14 Stumpf P9 
431 Simmons 81 W12 Sturdavant 81 
432 Simpson R13 Sullivan H8 
433 Skiff R1 Sumner R8 
434 Skinner 85 511 Sutherland 829 
435 Skinner 811 Swallia P9 
436 Slack T5 Sweet 812 
437 Slate H20 H22 Sykes M6 510 
438 Slate H22 Sypes T1 
439 Slater 513 
440 Slee 81 
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SURNAME 1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
441 T WanCamp 014 
442 Tabe(o)r M6 Vanderbogart C26 
443 Tanner N4 Vanderburgh H25 
444 Tassey G18 VanderVoort L17 
445 Tassey H22 Vanderwerker 013 
446 Taylor 825 C11 VanDeusen F3 
447 rreachout 825 S10 Vandewalker W11 
448 rrerry 89 Van Etta L4 
449 rThlbault H22 Van Fredenburg F3 
450 !Thomas C4 H2 VanSchrick W1 
451 rThomas H2 Vatterly G17 
452 !Thompson 86 04 H8 M4 R5 W12 Vautrin H21 L3 

453 rT"hum/Thumb 820 Verbeck W18 
454 rrhurber C12 Versailles 826 
455 tThurston S16 VIce C21 
456 rt"letsoort S10 Vlnaca R10 
457 rt"llson F11 !VIncent M27 
458 rt'immerman C14 014 S13 !VIrkler C1 
459 rt"ink 03 IVodra L6 
460 rt"odd A4 w 
461 tTomsu W22 rNaful H23 
462 trowne H4 S19 ~afvl G2 
463 trownsend W20 !Wager C21 
464 rrracy C5 !Wagner 016 
465 rrremper L7 Wagoner A4 014 H17 
466 rrrepanier W23 Walker K6 
467 rrrombley G18 Wallis W23 
468 !Trowbridge C11 P1 Walradt H10 
469 !Tucker 011 Z1 Walsh P6 
470 rrurck T5 Walton 018 
471 rruttle 86 N4 S15 ws !Walts G12 W3 

472 trwite M1 ~ltz G12 
473 tfyler W2 ~ard W23 
474 u Wardell T1 
475 Underwood H13 Warner 05 W5 
476 v Warren H2 V1 
477 IVa bas K2 Washburn M7 
478 IValliese W3 Waters P1 
479 !VanBrocklin V1 Watkins W7 

) ) ) 
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SURNAME1 #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 SURNAME 2 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 
480 Weaver 819 K3 Youngs 89 
481 Webb 814 Yousey C1 
482 We bert M16 z 
483 Weed 817 Zape 03 
484 Weekes L7 Zehr 05 
485 Weldemln F5 !Zimmer F9 
486 Weldon L10 
487 Wenk C10 
488 Wes(t)cott R4 
489 Wetherill H18 
490 Wetmore 511 
491 Wetterhahn 016 
492 Wheeler L16 
493 Wheeler R14 
494 Whitby 516 
495 White F1 H22 H5 K3 M13 519 
496 Whiting M27 
497 Whitney LS 
498 Whitton 819 
499 Wilbore Q1 
500 Wilbur H18 
501 Wilcox H13 
502 Williams M23 W1 W13 
503 Wilson H25 M26 N6 R13 519 52 W7 
504 Windecker T1 
505 Winegar L8 
506 Witherell H18 
507 Witt C4 
508 Woelfflng W22 
509 Wolfflng W22 
510 Wood 823 
511 Woodruff 86 
512 Woodworth 86 
513 Woolschlager FG 
514 Wright R10 R13 W13 
515 y 
516 Yaddow K4 
517 Yoran Z2 
518 Yott FG 
519 Young 018 M9 56 
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