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The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon(@,gisco.net, editor; Clancy llopkins. chopkins(@,imcnet.net, pub­
lisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net, ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor­
rello@worldnet.att.net; Lis Couch, lcouch30@twcnv.rr.com; Jean Coyne, Dcovne@twcnv.rr.com; Jerry Davis, maridavis(a)aol.com; Carol 
Garnsey, cgarnsey@Gisco.net; Bob VanBrocklin, bolovb@usadatanet.net; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel fre.e to contact any of 
the above for suggest1oos or comments regarding this newsletter. published six times a year - January, March, May, July, September and 
November. A special Surnames issue has also been published in December. 

The articles in this newslener are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way offen­
sive, this was not the inteJt All articles, submissions. etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive oommittee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.lftet or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

Dear Nan, 
It is with sadness that I let you know of the death of 
Joanne Martin of Centennial, Co. She died July 14 
after a valiant 3 yr. struggle with cancer. 

She was a very dedicated and careful genealogist and 
volunteered at the Family History Center in Denver. 
Her family tree was pt~blished in a previous issue of 
"The Informer''. The family names in Jefferson Co. 
are Barnett, Rhoades, Mills, Collins and Wheeler. 
Sincerely, 
Sheila Rogstad 

Nan, 
I was delighted to &lid some names of the Jenks fam­
ily relatives in the Worth maps & lists. (Don Dillenbeck 
should really be oammended for all the work he has 
put into those surname lists to accompany the town 
and village maps far the past couple of years!) I have 
not had the time to 'P11J'5Ue Boomer Jenks and his fam­
ily in NY but found them on the map. I knew he and 
his wife were buried in Rising Cemetery but didn't 
know where it was. Those maps and information on 
the cemeteries have been a great contribution to us 
researchers! 
Bonnie Borrello 

©Jefferson County Nicw York Genealogy Society 

Informer ~ 
December r- l~f' __ Q}}~~~-
2005 Issue ~ . 

We extend our 
compliments to 
Membership & Sur­
name Committee 
Clancy and Patti 
Hopkins for their 
December 2005 
Informer issue that 
contains our mem- _ ,.. 

or•' · .. • • 

• ·;,~~ic \~ - ~·-- ~ '{; 

~ 

ber information and ..__ ___________ __, 

surnames that have been submitted to our society. 
With 8 pages of membership information and 13 
pages of surnames. it is obviously a very daunting 
task. But as we use this surname issue, we marvel at 
what a fine job Clancy and Patti have done. Again! 
Our compliments! 

It might also be appropriate to quote Clancy and 
Patti's cover statement: "We strive for an error free 
issue; however, should you find any errors in the sur­
names or submitters, please let us know. We hope 
there are no mistakes; however, if there are, we 
apologize for them and will correct them." 

The Informer staff will try to include any updates on 
membership and surnames in future issues on this 
Editor's page. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

October Meeting 
Julia Gosier, Town of Lyme Historian, spoke to the 
group about the resources of the Lyme Heritage Cen­
ter. Julia had two handouts for us: one was a list of 
the resources available; the second was a list of the 
books the Lyme Heritage Center offers for sale. Fol­
lowing this brief presentation, Julia took us across to 
the Heritage Center where we were able to look 
through the records and resources and ask her more 
questions. There is a microfilm reader and all federal 
censuses for Jefferson County (1810-1920) are avail­
able on microfilm. Also on microfilm is the Antwerp 
Gazette (issues mainly from the late 1870s and 
1880s). There are family files, county history books, 
notebooks, and much more. The Heritage Center is 
very well organized and has much material on Lyme 
and surrounding Towns. 

Julia Gosier and Phyllis Putnam at the Lyme Heritage 
Center (Above) and lunch at the Duck Inn (Below) 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jerry Davis for Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

November Meeting 
Eric Anderson is president of the Henderson Historical 
Society and the Henderson Town Historian. The pro­
gram was held in the former Henderson Universalist 
Church which is now the Henderson Historical Society 
Museum pictured on the bottom of this page. Eric re­
viewed the organization of the museum in the last 7-8 
years from archival town records, a large assortment 
of artifacts, personal genealogy collections, maps, 
books and much more that fills the church. This was a 
huge change from the Historical Society's original 2 
bookcases. 

The log cabin project, pictured below, was a major 
undertaking and Eric took members outside for a tour 
around and through the structure. Eric also mentioned 
the society's newest undertaking, that of collecting and 
displaying paintings of local artist Frank Springsteen. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCNYGS MINUTES 
OCTOBER 8, 2005 
Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to order at 
1:30 at the Town Meeting Hall in Chaumont with 16 
people present The minutes of the September 12 
meeting were read and approved on a motion by Bob 
Van Brocklin, seconded by Phyllis Putnam. 

Treasurer Hollis Dorr reported a balance of $8,698.50. 
His report was approved on a motion by Janet Butler, 
seconded by Elaine Jobson. The complete report is 
attached. 

For the Genealogical Collection committee, Nan Dixon 
sent word that not much has been done since the sum­
mertime. 

Phyllis Putnam reported as Publicity Chairman that 
she sent out the usual announcements to the newspa­
pers. Linda Malinich sent out emails to members re­
minding them of the meeting. 

Phyllis Putnam passed out a list of upcoming pro­
grams: 

November 12- Saturday-at 1:30 at the museum in 
Henderson-Eric Anderson will present 
resources and records available. 

December 12-Monday-at 6:30 at the Jefferson Co. 
Historical Society, Washington St., Watertown, 
Director Dr. Tim Abel will be the presenter. 

January-No Meeting 
February-No Meeting 

Phyllis needs suggestions for programs in 2006, begin­
ning with March. Please contact her with your ideas/ 
suggestions. 

Jerry Davis reported for the Newsletter Committee. 
The November issue is almost ready. The Town being 
highlighted is Worth. The issue will also have names 
and addresses for Jefferson County Town Clerks and 
Town and Village Historians. 

Clancy Hopkins was not able to attend, but he sent 
word for the Membership and Surname Committee 
that anyone whose membership dues have not been 
paid will not receive future issues of the Informer. 

Jean Coyne brought the Society up to date on the 
work of the Surrogate Committee. Abstractors have 
completed all 91 wills from Will Book #1 and 22 wills 
from Will Book #2. These abstracts have been photo­
copied and are ready to be sent to the typist We have 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

also had more blank abstract forms printed. They can 
be found in a notebook at the Surrogate's Office. Any­
one who would like to help with the abstracts can con­
tact Jean for information on what to do. 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Hollis 
Dorr, seconded by Elaine Jobson. 

JCNYGS MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 12, 2005 

By Pauline Zach for Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

The November meeting of the JCNYGS was held at 
the Henderson Historical Society in Henderson at 2 
p.m. November 13. 

Vice President Jerry Davis opened the meeting. Min­
utes of the October meeting were accepted on motion 
of Clancy Hopkins and second by Don Dillenbeck. 
Passed. 

Clancy Hopkins read the treasurer's report that is at­
tached. Total $8,279.88. Motion to accept by Phyllis 
Putnam and second by Doris Monterey. Passed. 

Clancy Hopkins reported that he had many newslet­
ters from other organizations and he gave them to 
Nan Dixon for the repository. These will be available 
at each meeting held in the library. 

Clancy also had more pedigree charts that had come 
in the mail and were given to Phyllis Putman for the 
Pedigree Book she is getting together. 

Nan Dixon had no report for the Repository Commit­
tee. 

Phyllis Putman reported for the Publicity Committee 
that she had sent notices regarding this meeting. 
Phyllis Putnam also reported for the Program Commit­
tee that the December meeting would be at the usual 
time and will held at the Jefferson County Historical 
Society with Dr. Tim Abel. 

Bill Dixon reported for the Informer that the January 
issue is under way. There are four empty pages at 
this point Next committee meeting is Nov. 17. There 
will be a table of contents prepared for 2005. 

Clancy reported that the surname issue with 1300+ 
names is done and will be sent in December. 

AI Seymour reported for the Resource Committee that 
he was working on putting the resource books into 
electronic format and is about :X through. 

(Continued on page 5) 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcoet.net 



January 2006 INFORMER Page 5 

(Continued from page 4) 
Surrogate Committee. Doris Monterey reported that 
no further work had been done and that she needed a 
person to help her one day a month. Lis Couch volun­
teered to help. 

NEW BUSINESS 
The Constitution and By-Laws were amended regard­
ing the addition of a 2nd vice-president. Motion by 
Pauline Zach, second by Nan Dixon and carried. This 
will be presented at the December meeting. 

Clancy reported that he is working on a proposal to get 
New York State index to vital statistics (birth, death 
and marriage) into Flower Memorial Library. At the 
present time they are available in Albany, Syracuse, 
Rochester and Buffalo. 

Phyllis Putman reported that Julia Gosier's Coroner's 
books now have an index started by AI Seymour. 
Phyllis had it available at the meeting for members to 
look at. 

Clancy Hopkins moved to adjourn, seconded by Nan 
Dixon. President of the Henderson Historical Society 
and the Henderson Town Historian Eric Anderson pre­
sented the day's program. 

Available Back Issues of 
The 2005 Informer 

(Our thanks to fel low JCGS member Bonnie Borrello 
for compiling the following information.) 

JANUARY 2005 
Available back issues of Informer, 2004 
Black River Men and Factories 
Black River Vil lage History 
Felts Mills, 1855 map with index 
Interview with William Reichard, Town of 

Rutland & Village of Black River Historian 
Jefferson County Historical Soc. (part 1) 
Town of Rutland Cemeteries list & map 
Town of Rutland, 1855 map with index 
Whipple, Fred E. , Black River 

photographer, picture 

MARCH 2005 
Antwerp man tells about cutting wood 
The Brick Hotel in Evans Mills 
The Desormeaus, Theresa stories 
Flower, Roswell Pettibone, bio & picture 
Interview with Larry Honeywell, Theresa 

Town Historian 
Stroll through by-gone Theresa 
Theresa and vicinity, 1870 
Theresa history 
Theresa Village, 1855 map with index 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/- nyjcffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Town of Theresa Cemeteries list & map 
Town of Theresa Chronology 
Town of Theresa, 1855 map with index 

MAY 2005 
Bunrville store is sold to Foley 
City of Watertown Cemeteries, map 
The JCNYGS repository-contents 
Jefferson County Historical Soc. (part 2) 
North Country visits by Ernest Cook 
120-Year-Oid school at Burrville closes 
Town of Watertown Cemeteries list & map 
Town of Watertown, 1855 map with index 
Village of Watertown, map 1855 
Watertown Cemetery History 
Williams, True W . picture & bio 

JULY 2005 
Fox, Daniel & Hannah, pioneer couple 

with pictures 
Jefferson County maps, 1805 & 2005 
Jefferson County Bicentennial Series: 

Towns, V illages & Communities 
Lewis County formed 
Mail service 
Village of Dexter historical pictures 
Watertown- a history by Wiley students 
What's Where in Dexter? 1855 map 
When Watertown was only three log 

cabins 

SEPTEMBER 2005 
Black River passenger boats 
Grandpa's Story 
Old ferry at Carthage 
Pictures of Carthage buildings 
Stewart, Patrick S. with picture 
Town of Wilna Cemeteries list & map 
Town of W ilna history 
Town ofWilna, 1855 map with index 
Village of Carthage, 1855 map with index 

NOVEMBER 2005 
Jefferson County Town, Village Clerk, 

Historians' addresses 
Dollinger Hotel Register, 1887-88 
Pastor recalls days lost in forest 
Town of Worth Cemeteries list & map 
Town of Worth history 
Town of Worth, 1855 map with index 
Van Brocklin, Charles W. picture & bio 
Wilcox, .•oseph 1762-1849 
Wilcox, Levi, picture & bio 

Back issues are $4 each including shipping. 
Make checks payable to JCNYGS and mail to 
Bill Dixon, 15407 Dixon Rd., Clayton, NY 13624 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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TOWN OF 
HENDERSON 

• 
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On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- oyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page 8 INFORMER January 2006 

Index to 1855 Map ofHenderson Township (page 6 & 7) 
By Don Dillenbeck. JCNYGS Member 

Column I consists of initial, column 2 is surname or main entry, column 3 indicates location of residents on the map. 
By dividing the towo map into 9 parts, Don uses the letters H, El, Nl, D, £2, R, S, 0 , N2 already on the map as locators. _, 

lnitial(s) Surname Map Letter- D. Boyce E1-North 
-North/ S. Bo_yce N1-North 

South J . Brewster C.S. (Cooper Shop) E2-South 
B.S.= [(Blacksmith Shop} D-South J. Briggs 0-South 

[(Blacksmith Shop) B.S.= S-South w. Briggs N2-North 
[(Blacksmith Shop} B.S.= N2-South A. Brown H-South 
[(Grave Yard) G.Yd. E2-South E. Brown H-South 
[(Grave Yard} G.Yd. R-South E. Brown N1-South 
[(Grave Yard) G.Yd. s-south H. Brown E1-South 
ICGrave Yard) G.Yd. N2-South 

I.J. Brown E2-South 
[(Grave Yard) G.Yd. N2-South 

T.C. Brown S-South 
ICGrave Yard) N2-South G.Yd. [T.C. Brown S-South 
[(Grist & Saw Mill) D-South G&SM 

S. Bryant N2-South 
!<Methodist Church) E2-South Meth Ch 

L. Bryart (Bryant?) N2-South 
[(Methodist Church) Smilhvillre Meth. Ch. 

H. Bullard R-South 
Methodist Church) 0-South Mth.Ch. 

A. Bunnell S-North 
P. Ch. Presbyterian Church) Smilhvillre 

V.,.H. Bunnell S-North 
S.M.= SawMill) S-South 

G. Bunnell S-North 
S.H.= School House) N1-North 

G. Button N2-North 
S.H. = School House) N1 -South 

J. Campbell H-North 
S.H.= School House) E2-North 
S.H. = School House) E2-South J. Campbell E1-North 

Campbell 
S.H. == 1School House) S-North 

Mrs. N2-North 

S.H.= School House) S-South R.D. Canfield N2-North 

S.H. = School House) 0-South J. Carpenter E2-South 

S.H.= School House) 0 -South S. Champlain E1 -North 
V.,. S.H.= 'School House) N2-North Chandler N2-North 

F. Abbott 0-South S. Church 0-South 

E. Alexander D-South L. Chuver R-South 

H. Alexander E2-South A. C. Clark 0-South 
V.,.c. Clark 0-South A. Amer 0-South 

R. ~ndrews N1-North A. C. Clark 0-South 

w. Angel N2-North D. Clark S-South 

D. Aspinwall E2-South G.W. Clark R-South 

C. Barnett N2-South H. Clark 0-South 

Dr. L. Barney s-south M. Clark s-south 

E. Barney R-South Mrs. Clark R-South 

M. Barney E2-South w. Clark N2-North 

D. Barn ham N2-North Clark 0-South 

w. Barn ham N2-South M. Cook N2-South 

V., . Barrett R-South Cool N2-South 

B. Barrett S-South R. !Coon N2-South 

J. Barrett s-south W. Coon N2-South 

L. Barrett 0-South M. Cooper N2-South 

w. Bill N2-South S. Crittenden N2-South 

c.w. Bishop 0-South H. Crittinden E1-South 

Mrs. S. Bishop 0-South H. Crittinden N1-South 

c.w. Bishop, Distiller S-South W.P. Davis 0-South 

P. Blanchard N2-North L. Demming R-South 
D. Boomer R-South A. Dexter 0-South 
B. Boyce N1 -North w. Dexter 0-South 

©J efferson County New York Genealogy ociety E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnelnet 
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Z. Dexter 0 -South G. Hungerford N1 -North 
Dexter N2-South W. Hungerford N1 -North 

C. Dickey D-South J. Hunting N2-South 
C. Dickey D-South Mrs. Hunting 0-South 
J. Dobson N1 -South T. Ivory N2-North 
T. Dobson E2-South A. Johnson R-South 
W. Dobson D-South E. Johnson R-South 
w Dobson E2-South F.B. Johnson N1 -North 
J. Dodge 0 -North J. Johnson E2-South 
J. Dodge 0-South L. Johnson E2-South 
D. Drummond N2-North w. Johnson N1-North 
DA Dwight N1 -North E.H. Joiner 0 -North 
P. Dwight N1-South F.H. Joiner E2-South 
C. Eggleston E2-North R.M. Jones 0 -South 
H. Eggleston E2-North I. Kemp N1 -South 
S. Ellman N2-North J. Kimball N2-South 
E. Falls R-South H. Knapp N2-North 
D. Farman N1 -South O.H. Knapp S-North 
J. Ferguson S-North R. Leffingwell R-North 
S&C Finney &Co. D-South R. Leffingwell S-North 
S&G Finney & Co. N1-South A. Lewis 0 -South 

Foundry E2-South Lighthouse -Stoney Point H-South 
C. Galley E2-South D. Macomber R-South 
J. Gillett 0-South J.J. Macomber R-South 
N. Gleason E1-North J. Manninger E2-South 
D. Grant R-South M. Massman N1-North 
M.E. Grant R-South M. Mathews 0-South 
Mrs. Grant R-South Mathews 0 -South 
w Grant E2-South M. McDonald N2-South 
A. G. Green N2-North E.M. McNeal N2-North 
H. Green H-South M. McNeil N2-North 
K? R? Green N2-South Mrs. L. McNeil N2-North 
H. Green Jr. R-South C. Mixer E2-South 
J. Greenfield E1 -North O.F. Mixer R-South 
S. Griggs 0 -South A. Montagne E2-South 
A. Grow N2-South D. Mont~ne R-South 
D&H Harrington 0-South C. Moody H-South 
H. Harris E1-North L. Moody N1-South 
S. Hazlewood N2-North R. Moody H-South 

Henderson 0 -South P. Morg_an E1-South 
HENDERSON R-South E. Morse E2-South 

HENDERSON HARBOR E2-North W.G. Nicholas H-North 
H. Hill N2-North A. Nutting E1-South 

w Holley N2-South C. Nutting N1 -South 

Hotel Smithvillre E. Nutting E1-South 

J. Howard N1-North L. Nutting E1 -South 
C. Hubbard 0 -South N. Nutting E1 -South 
D. Hubbard N2-North O.S. Nutting N1-South 
F. Hubbard N1-South R. Nutting H-South 
J. Hubbard S-South S&H Nutting_ N1-South 
S. Hubbard H-South S. Nutting N1-South 
S. Hubbard 0 -South S. Nutting N1 -South 
A. Hungerford N1-South S. Nutting N1 -South 
A. Hungerford N1-South w. Nutti~ E1 -South 
B. Hungerford N1-South J. O'Neil N2-North 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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C.H. Overton R-South A. Smith S-South 
E. Overton N2-South A. Smith N2-South 
J. Overton N2-South D. Smith R-South 
Mrs. Overton N2-North D. Smith N2-North 
0. Overton N2-South H. Smith 0 -South 
R. Owens 0-South S. Smith N1-South 
D. Parker N1-South S. Smith D-South 
G. Parker N2-South S. Smith S-South 
A. Penny 0 -North S. Smith S-South 
E.H. Penny 0 -North W.P. Smith H-North 
J. Penny 0-North D. Snow D-South 
S. Penny N2-South SPENCER'S Comers N2-South 
w. Penny S-North D. Sprague 0-South 

Penny E2-South M. Sprague 0-South 
Geo Pettingill S-North C. Stevens E2-North 
J. Pettingill R-North G. Stevens H-South 

Potter 0 -South S. Stevens S-North 
H. Quarts N1 -North STONEY POINT H-North 

R.R. Station 0-South Stoney Creek N2-North 
R.R. Station Smithvillre T. Sutton S-South 

S. Race S-North N. Taggert N2-South 
J. Ramey R-South 

J.N. Thomas N2-South 
J. Ray H-South 

D.C. Tubbs N2-North 
H. Rice S-North 

H. Tyler N2-South 
S. Rice S-North 

J. VanWinkle S-South 
Rich N2-South T. 

C. Vorce H-North 
Rich N2-North 

C. Vorce E1-North 
C. Rickett S-South 

J. Wallace 0 -North w. Ripley N2-South 
R. Wallace w. Robbins N2-North 0-North 

K. Rogers N1-North 
H. Warner H-North 

R. Rogers N1 -North 
H.R. Warner R-North 

L. Rose N2-South 
G. Westcott N2-North 

M. Ross N2-South A. White E2-South 

Sackets Harbor & Ellisburgh E. White N1-North 

R.R. 
0-South J. White N1-North 

Saw & Shingle Mill N1 -South J. White R-North 

P. Sawyer E2-North J.M. White N1-North 

A.B. Schuyler 0-South E. Whitn~ N1-South 

A.R. Schuyler 0 -South E. Whitney D-South 

A. Scott S-South S. Whitney D-South 

D. Scott R-South S. Whitney D-South 

w. Scott S-South T.O. Whitney D-South 
S. Searles N2-North E. Whittier E1 -South 

Searles N2-North Whittier D-South 
L. Seaton D-South M.L. Wilkinson D-South 
L. Seaton E2-South S. Wilkinson N1 -South 
L. Seaton E2-South w. Wilkinson N1-North 
J. Seley N2-South D. Williams N2-South 

E. Shannon N2-South E. Williams N2-North 

J. Shippey N2-North F. Williams N2-South 

J. Shippey N2-North R.W. Williams 0 -South 

C. Sias N1-South A. Wooley 0 -South 
H. Sias H-South T. Wooley R-South 

SIX TOWN POND 0-South York R-South 

©Jefferson County New York ~nealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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More From the 
Dollinger House Register 

Here is more of the 1887-88 Register of the Dollinger 
House which was in Redwood, NY. This work by 
Linda Malinich, our JCNYGS President, was first fea­
tured in the July and September 2004 issues of the 
Informer as well as the November 2005 issue. The 
following two pages continue after those pages. 
There is also a summary of Linda's work on page 20 
in the November 2004 Informer that will be of interest 
to readers. 

Day, Geo. B. Syracuse 
Feb 2, Apr 5 
George B. Day (1888 Syracuse Dir, com. trav, 

located at Watertown) 
George B. Day (1888 Watertown Dir, com. trav) 

Deano, Aron Lansdowne 
Jan 23 (Ontario, Canda) 
Aron Dano (1881 Census - Lansdowne Front, 

Leeds 
South, Ontario, farmer, age 21) 

Deano, Geo. Lansdowne 
Jan 23 (Ontario Canada) 
George Dane (1881 Census- Lansdowne Front, 
Leeds South, Ontario, age 19) 

Delaney, Patrick Rossie 
Sept22 
(d. 1899, age 69, St. Patrick's Cemetery, Rossie) 

Delaney, Wm. LaFargeville 
June 8 

Demick, Chas. Hammond 
Sept27 
Charles W. Demick (Farm Directory, St. Lawrence 
County, 1918, "Eimside Farm", Hammond (Mary 

J) 
Charles N. Demick (1861 -1930) 

(Fairview Cemetery, Hammond) 
Densmore, L. Utica 

Mar 31 
Derbyshire, D. Brockville 

Oct 5, Oct 10 
Derthich?, G.M. & wife Richfield Spa 

Oct6 
Devendorf, D.M., M.D. Herkimer 

Sept 5 
David Devendorf (1880 Herkimer Census, 

age 43, physician) 
Devendorf, S.L. Little Falls 

Aug 27 
Dewey, C.J. LaFargeville 

Feb 1 
Charles J. Dewey (1864-1891 , Grove Cemetery) 

Dickerman, R. Carthage 
June 24 
Rollin R. Dickerman (1834-1897) 
(Fairview Cemetery- Wilna) 

Dier, Morris 
May 17, Aug 17 
Morris Dier (1880 Census- Pitcairn, St. Lawrence 

County, laborer, age 32, wife: Nellie) 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Morris Dier (1880 Census - Diana, Lewis County, 
laborer, age 30, wife: Nellie) 

(Note: Morris moved in 1880 about the time the 
Census was taken- same wife & dau, Jessie) 

Morris Dier (1895 Watertown Directory, 
contractor, builder & lumber dealer) 

Dillenbeck, E.A. NY City 
Jun 7, Jan 10 

Dillion, _? 
July 22 

Dings, Thomas 
Apr 16 

Theresa 

Ogdensburg 

Thomas Dings (1880 Census - Ogdensburg, St. 
Lawrence County, laborer, age 34) 

Drekmire/Diekmi_ ?, W.J. Utica 
Aug 21 

Dodge, John 
Mar 17 

Dodge, _.R. 
Aug 2 

Dodge, Walter 
June 29 

Brockville, Can. 
(Ontario, Canada) 
1000 Island Park 
(Wellesley Island) 

Utica 

Walter K. Dodge (1888 Utica Dir, salesman) 
Dodge, W.R. Ut ica 

Sept 27, Nov 1, Dec 6 
Rufus W. Dodge (1888 Utica Dir, salesman) 

Dollinger, Mrs. 
Mar9 

Dollinger, Edward 
Oct 3, Dec 8 
Edward D. Dollinger (1870-1959) 
(Redwood Cemetery- Alexandria) 

Dollinger, Fred (Waterhouse) 
Sept 11 
Fred Dollinger (Child's- Alexandria (Redwood), 

section hand R. , W.&O.R.R.) 
Dollinger House (Child's- Alexandria (Redwood), 

C.C. Gates, prop., livery stable connected, Main) 
Donald, T?H. City 

June 17 
Doolittle, O.B. Watertown 

June 14 
Oswald B. Doolittle (1888 Watn City Dir- agent) 

Dorus?, Sam Camden 
Jan 26 (Oneida County) 

Dow, J.W. Syracuse 
Dec21 
James W. Dow (1 889 Syracuse Dir, com. trav) 

Dowling, E.H. Fine 
Dec27 
Edwin H. Dowling (Child's Gazetteer of St. 

Lawrence County (1873-74, merchant) 
Edwin H. Dowling (1834- 1913) 

(Woodland Cemetery, Fine) 
Downer, J .E. 

Apr 12, Apr 17 
Dre_e?, James 

Feb9 

Poland 
(Herkimer County) 

Mexico 

Drury, W.E. Albany, Wolcott 
Oct 8 (Albany}, Nov 18 (Albany), Feb 9 (Wolcott) 

DuBois, Rob (Debois in register) Alex Bay 
Oct 13, Dec 17 
Robert H. DuBois (Child's - Alexandria, 

prop. livery stable) 

~Jefferson County New York Genea logy Society 
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Duck?, M.C. 
Sept 19 

Duffney, Willie 
Nov 10 

Duggan, Eddie 
Aug 24 

Duggan, R. 
Oct 14 

LaFargeville 

LaFargeville 

Theresa 

Dunkle, Isaac hostler old deed 
Oct 18, Feb 7 (with wife, "left today for Cherry 

Valley) 
Isaac Dunkle (1880 Cen., Cherry Valley, Otsego 

County, laborer, age 26, wife, black) 
Dunning, A. Oneida 

Jun 11 , Feb 15 (Madison County) 
Amos Dunning (1888 Oneida Dir, traveling agent) 

Dyer, Wm. Redwood 
Nov22 
William Dyer (Child's- Theresa, farmer) 

Dygert, Chas Clayton 
Feb 2 
Charles Dygert (Child's- Clayton, carpenter) 
Charles D. Dygert (1861 - 1907) 

(Clayton Village Cemetery, Clayton) 
Dygert, P.G. (Digert) Hammond 

Jan 25, Feb 2 
Peter G.W. Dygert (Child's Gazetteer-St. Law­

rence 
County, 1873-74, (Redwood}, farmer) 
Peter G.W. Dygert (1880 Census- Hammond, 

(farmer, age 67) 
Peter G.W. Dygert {Child's - Clayton, ret. Farmer) 
Peter Dygert (b. 1812 - d. 1894 Clayton) 
(buried: Rarick Cemetery, Hammond) 

-E-

Edick, M. Fulton, NY 
Sept 10 

Edmonds, H.B. Carthage 
Oct27 
Henry B. Edmonds (Child's-Wilna, 

general insurance agent) 
Edwards, J.A. NY 

Oct6 
Ehrlicher, F.M. Watertown 

Mar22 
Fred M. Ehrlicher (1888 Watertown Dir, 

laywer, bds 42 Academy) 
Ehrsam, John & wife Utica 

Aug 22 
John Ehrsam (1886 Utica Dir, cabinetmaker) 
John Ehrsam, Jr. (1886 Utica Dir, hats, caps 

& furnishing goods) 
Ellis, D.B. Johnstown, NY 

Mar27 
Elmore, Emory Rifford?, NY 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Mar 26 (maybe Stafford, Genesse County) 
Emory Elmore (1880 Census - Batavia, Genesee 
County, drug store clerk, age 37) 

Emory Elmore (1888 Rochester Dir, 
salesman, 212 West Avenue) . 

England, Jas. H. Utica 
Jan 25 
James England (1880 Cen - Utica, traveling 

agent) 
Esselstyne, H.S. NY 

Jul 14, Sept 1, Dec 22, Feb 7, Mar 10, Apr 13 
Estes, J .B. Alex Bay 

Jan 11 
Jerome B. Estes (Child's- Alexandria, carpenter) 
Jerome Estes (1818-1899, Church St. Cemetery) 

Estes, J.S. . Alex Bay 
Jan 11 

Ethridge, A. Rome 
Dec22 
Alfred Ethridge (1880 Census - Rome, Oneida 

Co. , 
wholesale grocer, age 62) 

Ethridge, Cleos/Chas? (hired man) 
Sept 12 

- F-

Rome 

Faichny, G.L. Watertown 
May 29, Jul12, Aug 31 , Oct 25, Dec 9, Feb 16, 
Apr 11 
Geo.L. Faichney (1890 Watn City Dir, com. trav) 
George L. Faichny (1849- 1918, Section 2) 
(Brookside Cemetery, Watertown) 

Failing, W.A. Redwood 
Aug 22, Sept 10, Sept 13, Oct 18, Oct 24 
Walstein A. Failing (1846 -1908) 
(Redwood Cemetery- Alexandria) 
(Child's - Alexandria, produce dealer) 

Fairbanks, A.A. Antwerp 
June 14 
Albert A. Fairbanks {d. 1888, age 39) 
(Hillside Cemetery - Antwerp) 

Fairhead, Geo. B. Utica 
July 4 (Grand Army Journa0 
Rev. George B. Fairhead (1888 Utica Dir.) 
(Fairhead &Ballou, Publisher: Grand Army Journa0 
George B. Fairhead (b 1835, d ca 1934 age 99, 

Glenside Cern., NY Mills, Lieut Co. D 11th NYV) 
Farley, John Gouverneur 

John Farley (d. 1894, age 47, Section B) 
(Riverside Cemetery, Gouverneur) 

Farrell, T.H. Troy, NY 
June 27 
Thomas H. Farrell (1890 Troy Dir, trav. Salesman) 

Fay, Gain L. Utica 
Sept 1 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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NINE STEPS TO RESEARCH IN THE 
HENDERSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

1. INFORMATION DESK 
A Sign-in 
B. Fill out card-Family History Index Card file 
C. Check out Directory-Contents of Museum 

2. GAZETTEERS & HISTORIES OF 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
A 1684-1890 Hamilton Child 
B. 1793-1854 Haddock 
C. 1797-1878 Durant & Pierce, 

Published by Evert 
D. 1854 Franklin B. Hough 
E. 1898 Emerson 
F. 1931 Landon-History of the North Country 
G. The Mcllear Binders-a chronological compi­

lation of the Histories of: 
Henderson 
Adams 
Ellisburgh & Woodville 
Jefferson County 

3. CEMETERY RECORD 
A Town Clerks' Records-BuriaiNeteran-Binder­

alphabeticallist denoting cemetery 
B. Census of Graves Binder-Bartletts' Survey 

by Gus Rogers 1998-partial listing 
C. Town of Henderson Cemetery Inscriptions 

Binder-(from the Rootsweb site) Color­
Coded by Cemetery 

D. HHS Cemetery Records for Henderson. Ellis­
burg and Smithville. The master list to 8 pub­
lic & 6 private cemeteries in Henderson. 
Smithville, Ellisburg, and Woodville . 

E. Births & Deaths Binder-Compiled by the 
Town Clerk in 1999 starts about 1840 

F. Marriages Binder-2003 Town Clerk Record 
of those recorded in the Town. 

G. Clara Graham Notebooks- Survey of old 
cemeteries in Jefferson, Lewis & St. Law­
rence Counties. Complete cemetery list 

( 

i:. 

. . ~ . 
·:,, Jl.cnd_crsor1 lllstorlcal Society Notes 

in Directory. 
H. Farm Directory & Reference Binder of Jef­

ferson County, N.Y. from Website . 

4. ADDITIONAL RESEARCH 
MATERIALS 
A Directory to Family binders Shelf 
B. Clara Graham File Cabinet of Family Fold-

ers 
C. Binders of Local History 
D. Arthur Rive & Helen Quimby-Inventory 

Folders-A to Z. 
E. Family Scrapbooks-Cabinet 

5. MICROFILM 
A Jefferson County Journals-1855-1978 
B. Census Records-1840-1880 
C. Books of Census Records-Vermont & 

N.Y. State 

6. THE MAP COLLECTION 
A Wall Collection- labeled in the Desk Direc-

tory 1816, 1836, 1855, 1864 & 1892 
B. Flat Maps on top of display case 1864, 

1888 & 1960 Supervisors' Map 

7. HISTORIC TOWN DOCUMENTS 
INDEX OF NAMES 

Binder of: Pathmaster/Bonds/Acceptance 
& School Reports. Actual documents in 
White boxes. black lids-front pews. I 

8. MILITARY RECORDS 
A Revolution 
B. War of 1812 
C. Civil War 
D. WWI 
E. WW II 

9 . COLLECTIONS OF BOOKS 
A Local Towns of Jefferson County 
B. Henderson 
C. New England 
D. British Isles 
E. Canada 
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Babbitt School 
(On Smithville Road next to the Brodie Road) 

Back Row: Perry Green, Arthur Blade, Frances Van Alstyne, Harold Penny, Sino David 
Front Row: Alice Gilsby, Harold Blade, Alice Penny, Ada Van Alstyne 

(Can anyone correct names and help with a date?) 

Henderson Town History 

When Benjamin Wright surveyed the town now known as Henderson in 1796, he called it "a pretty 
good town," with a good harbor, plenty of desirable timber in the interior, and fine mill sites below the 
pond, though none above. He called Stony Creek the largest stream in the township, and mentioned its 
pond and the 400 acre cranberry marsh about it. In 1801 the township was subdivided into lots, and 
sales of the lots began that year, but no permanent settlement or improvement was made until the fol­
lowing year. Henderson, named for William Henderson, the original owner of what is now the Towns of 
Pinckney in Lewis County, as well as Henderson and Rutland and part of Worth, is bounded by Lake 
Ontario on the west and north. Adams is its eastern neighbor, and Ellisburgh lies to the south. Hender­
son's villages include Henderson, once called Salisbury's Mills, Henderson Harbor, and Smithville, 
which lies partly in the Town of Adams. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Seated from Left: 

George Bull 
Harrison Montague 
??? 
Henry Bull 

Standing from Left: 

Henrietta Eggleston 
Eunice Bull Mather 
Frances Bull Swan 
??? 

Any help correcting and adding names as well as dating and placing these photos 
would be appreciated. Notify either the Informer or Eric Anderson at the 

Henderson Historical Society. 

From Left to Right: 

Frances Swan (Bull) 
Henry Bull 
Eunice Mather (Bull) 
Laura Littlefield 
Harrison Montague 
Min Bull (Mrs. Harold) 
Amasa Hungerford 
George Bull 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Henderson Once a 
"Hive of Industry" 

Writer Recalls History of Jefferson 
County Hamlet as Shipbuilding 

Center 

Roy E. Fairman in his column ·~s Time Goes By" in 
the Syracuse Herald-American Sunday (1951) wrote 
about Henderson Harbor. His column is herewith re­
printed. 

By Roy E. Fairman 
Relatively few of the thousands of Syracusans and 
other residents of New York state who are familiar with 
Henderson Harbor as an ideal fishing and vacation 
spot may know that long before it gained such a repu­
tation it was a hive of industry and had high hopes of 
becoming one of the most important ports on Lake On­
tario. 

The town of Henderson, Jefferson county, in which 
Henderson Harbor is located, took its name from Wil­
liam Henderson, land speculator, who bought a tract 
now embracing the town from William Constable, who 
owned much of what are now Lewis and Jefferson 
counties and whose name is perpetuated in Consta­
bleville, Lewis county village, where his former home 
stand as a museum. 

The first land in the town cleared of virgin trees was a 
25-acre tract along the shore of Henderson bay which 
William Henderson laid out in village lots. The embryo 
village was named Naples. That was in 1806. The 
first house was erected by William Hopkins, Hender­
son's agent, who used it as a land office. 

Henderson had ambitious plans for the community. 
He procured the passage of a law authorizing the 
opening of a state road connecting it with Lowville. 
The road was laid out between Lowville and Pinckney 
but was never completed. 

Hopkins, who had been an aide to General Washing­
ton and General LaFayette during the Revolutionary 
war, in 1812 built a large schoolhouse which was also 
used for religious meetings. He also built a residence 
which for many years stood on a site later occupied by 
the Cill house, a summer hotel. The school was 
opened in 1813. 

The first industry in the little village was established in 
1812 by William Knox who migrated from Vermont, 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

The second, that of ship building, which dominated the 
community for many years, began in 1813. That year 
William W. Warner, who arrived from Rensselaer 
county, in partnership with Jesse Hopkins built a small 
schooner, which they named the Henderson. Its ca­
pacity was about 40 tons. 

In October of that year the vessel was impressed into 
th~ service of the United States with Warner as cap­
tam and was burned after landing her crew at Ogdens­
burg to prevent her from falling into the hands of the 
British. The next year Warner built the Lily, a schoo­
ner of 70 tons burden. 

William Warner died in 1817 but his son followed him 
in the ship building and sailing business. And he, 
Capt. John W. Warner, sailed the lakes for 41 years 
after which he and his son operated a summer hotel at 
Henderson Harbor known as the Warner house. 

In the early days of Henderson Harbor, whose name 
soon supplanted that of Naples, large quantities of 
li~estock and grain were shipped, most of it going to 
Kmgston, Ont. 

Shipbuilding, however, flourished for 70 years. Most 
such work was carried on during the winter although in 
some instances shipyards had unfinished boats on the 
ways at all times of the year. 

At times several hundred men were employed in cut- -...._/ 
ting oak trees, operating sawmills in wh ich the trees 
were sawed into ship timbers, ship carpentry, calking, 
fitting and painting. Most of the boats turned out were 
two-masted or three-masted schooners and during the 
later years of the industry a few steamboats were 
built. 

The last large vessel built at Henderson Harbor was 
the Jennie White which was launched in 1877. She 
~ad a capacity of 270 tons and was capable of carry­
mg 15,000 bushels of grain. She was engaged in lake 
trade between Ogdensburg and Chicago for many 
years. 

Though ship building at Henderson Harbor was dis­
continued many years ago, many residents of that 
hamlet and nearby Henderson village have followed 
sailing careers on the Great Lakes as ship captains or 
engineers. 

Down through the years among the names which 
have connected the Henderson area with maritime 
pursuits are Montague, Whitney, Bunnell, Boyce, 
Scott, Algate, Kilby, White and Rogers, to mention 
only a few. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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111 
JCNYGS MATERIALS FOR PURCHASE 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830 - 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 to 
1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a chart 
showing the formation of Jefferson County Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 

Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
POBox6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

If you would like to save on postage, you may pick one up 
from Pauline Zach (Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin 
(Dexter), also at Corbin's River Heritage on Riverside 
Drive, Clayton. 

PEDIGREE BOOK I 
$15.00 plus $3.80 Shipping 

A collection of pedigrees submitted 
"---" by members of the JCNYGS 

with an every name index 
CONTACT: BILL DIXON 

15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 

nandixon@gisco.net 

A Book II is presently being 
put together and will be 
available in the future! 

THE INFORMER 
BACK ISSUES ARE AVAILABLE 

AT A COST OF $4.00 EACH 
Payable to JCNYGS 

CONTACT 
BILL DIXON 

15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 

nandixon@gisco.net 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Available On CD 

Every Name Index 
to the Informers through 2004 for $7 
Or $10 if mailing is required 

1994-1997 Informers 
$20 or $23 if mailing is required 

AI Seymour 
110 Marian Drive 

Mattydale, NY 13211 
al@seymour.net 

(If you buy both COs, only a single $3 Mail fee!) 

INDEX 
To the records listed in 

Rev. Garand's Historical Sketch 
Of the Village of Clayton, NY 

And 

A Complete History of St. Mary's Parish 

This is an alphabetical listing of over 3000 
names and the pages where the baptismal, marriage 
and death records are located in Rev. Garand's 1902 
publicati.,n. Ideal for identifying surname spelling 
variations; brides and grooms listed separately. Send 
check or money order for $12 (includes S&H) to Jef­
ferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, 
Watertown, NY 13601 . 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Fast Balloon Trip From West 
Ended in Crash at Henderson 

John Wise and Three Companions Riding 
Hurricane in a Free-Flying Balloon Aver­
aged About 65 Miles Per Hour in Fast Trip 
From St. Louis, Mo., to Henderson Nearly 
100 Years Ago-Intrepid Airman Was First 
to Discover Prevailing West to East Wind. 

By RobertS. Rhodes, Jr. 
Of The Times Staff (1955) 

We sometimes speak of hurricanes and tornadic winds 
as though they never happened before. A look back­
ward reveals that nearly 100 years ago next month 
one of these winds roared in from Lake Ontario, driving 
before it four frightened men in a free-flying balloon. 

On July 2, 1859, riding a hurricane that snapped 
branches from trees like matches, four men in a bal­
loon crashed on a farm near Henderson. They had 
covered 1 ,200 miles from St. Louis, Mo., in 19 hours. 
Until 1910 it was the longest balloon trip ever made in 
America. It also was probably the fastest that human 
beings had ever traversed 1 ,200 miles-the trip had 
averaged about 65 miles per hour. 

Acting as director of the flight was John Wise, known 
as the father of ballooning. Credit also must be given 
him as the first airmail pilot, for in addition to the men 
and their equipment, the balloon carried a sack of U. 
S. mail. 

Born in Lancaster, Pa. , in 1808, Wise over a 40-year 
period, made 446 free balloon ascensions. His efforts 
were entirely scientific and not at all of the fair or carni­
val type, common years later. Probably most impor­
tant of his discoveries was the fact that wind at a high 
altitude blows constantly from west to east. It was this 
discovery of the constant flow of air current that made 
balloonist Wise decide he could make a trip across the 
Atlantic ocean. 

A detailed account of the flight from St Louis to Hen­
derson is given by Esther M. Douty, in the June, 1955, 
issue of American Heritage magazine. She is prepar­
ing a forthcoming book dealing with the adventures of 
the pioneer airman. 

The balloonist first published his discovery of the west­
east air current theory in 1843 and he declared himself 
willing to undertake the Atlantic ocean trip, if he could 
get financial backing to build a balloon big enough and 
strong enough to stay in the air 50 hours or more. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

It seemed to Wise that congress should appropriate 
the money for such a project which he felt would be of 
public benefit. So he applied for an appropriation of 
$20,000. Congress failed to act, however, and in '--..../ 
1851 he applied again. This time his proposal was 
discussed in the senate-it may have been the first 
time things aeronautical were ever aired in the na-
tion's capital-but again the request was pigeon-
holed. 

Wise's efforts had been preceded by experience. In 
1822, when he was 14, he built and launched a small 
fire balloon. Its ill-fated trip ended when it crashed 
into a house in the center of Lancaster setting it afire. 
In May, 1835, Wise had saved enough money to build 
and inflate a full-sized hydrogen balloon. His first as­
cension and flight-nine miles from Philadelphia to 
Haddonfield, N.Y.-was a success, and Wise 
promptly gave up piano-making to launch a full-scale 
program to make America balloon-conscious. 

There are several conflicting stories about balloonist 
Wise, and how he got his first transcontinental craft 
constructed. It is conceded that he met John LaMoun­
tain from Troy. Under Wise's direction LaMountain 
built the balloon with money furnished by 0. A. Gager, 
a Vermont businessman. 

When the huge silver globe was finished the men 
dubbed it "Atlantic," feeling that it would call attention 
to their ultimate efforts of spanning the Atlantic ocean. '-..-/ 
It was 50 feet in diameter and 60 feet high. The men 
called their venture the Trans-Atlantic Balloon Com-
pany. 

The "company's" balloon was bigger and better than 
any balloon the world had ever seen before, with a 
lifeboat slung below the car and with auxiliary propel­
ling machinery. The date for a trip from St. Louis to 
"somewhere" in New York was set for July 1, 1859. 

At 6:45 the Atlantic was cut loose and after a graceful 
and easy ascent moved off in an easterly direction. In 
the wicker basket was John Wise, and in the boat un­
derneath were Messrs. Gager, a scientific observer, 
LaMountain and a Mr. Hyde, an eager-beaver reporter 
for the Missouri Republican, who had never been near 
a balloon in his life. 

Hardly had they gotten comfortable settled than Wise 
noticed that the huge bag was unevenly slung. It was ., 
resting on just six ropes, instead of the 36 intended to 
support it. The men managed to get them untangled 
and then settled down for the silent trip through space. 

As the huge bag gained height it fi lled out. Before 
long the hose, used to fill the sphere with highly poi-
sonous coal gas, (continued on page 19) -...___/ 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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(continued from page 18) 
was drawn up back into the car and proceeded to dis­
charge its deadly gas into the face of Mr. Wise. He 
was asleep when this happened. 

It was by luck that Gager called to Wise and, receiving 
no answer, climbed the ropes to the basket. He re­
moved the hose and thus probably saved the airman's 
life. The rest of the night passed uneventfully. 

Wise observed the weather next morning and didn't 
like the looks of things. He kept the information to 
himself, however, trying to guess the speed at which 
the craft was sailing through space. 

As the balloon reached Lake Erie it was losing altitude. 
At many points along the course over the Niagara 
River to Lake Ontario, it dipped precariously near the 
waves. Wise gave the order to throw everything over­
board, but still the craft clung to the water. 

It was decided to land Gager and Hyde near Roches­
ter. They could forward the mail cargo to New York 
and Wise and LaMountain, with the lightened ship, 
could continue to Boston or Portland, Me. 

Unfortunately a hurricane was roaring over Lake On­
tario. Unknown to the men in the balloon they had 
been pushed at speeds up to 1 00 miles an hour by 
winds preceding the storm. To keep out of the water 
the men in the boat climbed into the basket and cut 
the wooden weight loose. (An old engraving shows the 
wrecked balloon with the boat intact but later informa­
tion revealed that the boat was chopped loose.) 

Major Thompson Skinner Brown 
(From Dr.Charles D. Wrege, Management Historian, 

part of the Kheel Center for Labor-Management Docu­
mentation and Archives at Catherwood library, Cor­
nell University.) 

Major Thompson Skinner Brown was Chief Engineer 
for the New York & Erie RR in the 1840's. Born 1806 
or 1807, Brownville, N.Y. (data of birth varies depend­
ing on sources, Chris Hutchins family tree says 1806, 
West Point records show 1807). 

For two years, I have been studying the emergence of 
organizational structures on the New York & Erie RR, 
which was 460 miles long in 1851, the longest railroad 
in America. 

In 1838, they hired Major Thompson Skinner Brown 
(West Point graduate 1825) to survey a route for the 
Erie from Dunkirk, N.Y. to Hornellsville, N.Y. in West­
ern, N.Y. In December 1838, he presented the results 

On tbe Web: http://rootsweb.com/- oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

to the board of directors, along with a report on pro­
posed stations and other buildings and, most impor­
tantly, his ideas on the "running of the road" when it 
would go into actual operation. I have been studying 
the original minutes of the Erie, but the report is not 
attached. Finding it would be important. 

Major Brown became the Chief Engineer of the Erie in 
1844 and continued to give reports. The later reports 
deal primarily with construction plans and costs. In 
June of 1849, Major Brown was offered the position of 
consulting engineer on the St. Petersburg to Moscow 
Railway in Russia, to replace Major George Washing­
ton Whistler, who died in St Petersburg in April 1849. 
Major Whistler's son is famous for a portrait of his 
mother, Anna Whistler known as 'Whistler's Mother." 

Major Brown's salary on the Erie was $5,000 a year, 
but Czar Nicholas offered $12,000, a villa and ser­
vants. Brown took the job, resigned from the Erie in 
December 1849, moved to Russia in 1850. He served 
in Russia until 1854, when he resigned because of 
poor health "consumption" due, in great measure be­
cause of being on the site of the railway in all weather. 
He moved to Naples, Italy, but died on June 30,1855. 
Czar Nicholas died under the same conditions, the 
same year. Major Brown's wife and daughter remain in 
Italy. 

My research seems to indicate that Major Brown did 
have a lot to do with the Erie's organizational efforts in 
the 1840's. They drew up plans for a "perfect organi­
zation" in 1840,1841,1842, and after Brown left in 
1852. These are part of their minutes, but Brown's re­
ports are not. I am interested in ANY Thompson Skin­
ner Brown papers that I can find. 

I certainly appreciate Nan Dixon's aid and any help 
you or your readers can extend in this research. In a 
way time is important. I am 81 years old still working 
for Cornell and a cancer survivor. I would like to solve 
the problem of Brown's contributions if possible. 
Sincerely, Chuck Wrege 

23 Worthington A venue 
Spring Lake, New Jersey, 07762 

732-449-3388. 
c. wrege@att. net 

I might add that Major Brown's famous trip over the 
New York and Erie RR on December 22, 1848, to 
check out the line before the initial public run on De­
cember 27, 1848, can be found on the internet for 
your readers on catskillarchive.com/rrextra/erddlv.html 
under the title: "First Train Over the Delaware Divi­
sion:. The construction of this division along the Dela­
ware, through rocky cliffs etc., was one of the greatest 
civil engineering feats and Major Brown played an im­
portant role. 

~Jefferson Coun ty New York Genealogy Society 
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Constitution And By-Laws 

Jefferson County Genealogical Society 
P. 0. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

Amended on November 12, 2005 at a meeting at the Henderson Historical Society and on December 12, 2005, at 
the Jefferson County Historical Society, Washington St., Watertown. 

CONSTITUTION 
Article I 
NAME 
The name of this society shall be Jefferson County Genealogical Society 

Article II 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of the society shall be: 
1. Promote and encourage original genealogical research. 
2. Disseminate and encourage a greater knowledge of genealogy and its history in the county of Jefferson, state 
of New York. 
3. To gather, preserve, display and make available for study: genealogy information, manuscripts, papers, books, 
photographs, electronic data, and other records and materials relating to the genealogy and history of Jefferson 
County. 

Article Ill 
ORGANIZATION 
The Society is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, genealogical and religious purposes as specified 
in section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. No part of the earnings of the Society shall inure to the benefit 
of, or be distributed to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the Society shall be 
authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and 
distributions in furtherance of its exempt purposes. No substantial part of the activities of the Society shall be the 
carrying on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not partici­
pate in, or enter into (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any 
candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the organization shall not carry 
on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a Society exempt from Federal Income Tax under sec­
tion 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (or the corresponding provision of a future United States Internal 
Revenue Law). or (b) by an organization contribution to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Inter­
nal Revenue Code (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Law) 

Article IV 
MEMBERSHIP 
Any person interested in the purposes of the Society and who tendem the necessary dues shall become a mem­
ber. 

Article V 
ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meeting of the Society, for the election of officers and to hear the year end report of the finance and 
audit committee and adopt a budget for the new year shall be held in September, with 21 days prior notice. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Article VI 
'-- OFFICERS 

The governing body of the Society shall be the officers, to include a President, 1st Vice-president, 2nd Vice­
president, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer, who shall be elected for a term of one 
year and may be reelected to succeed themselves for one additional term. Officers may again be reelected to the 
same office provided at least one year has passed since they last filled that office. 

Article VII 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
1. Officers shall be elected by a majority of votes cast by members present at the annual meeting. Elections shall 
be by paper ballot. 
2. Not less than two months prior to the annual meeting, a committee on nominations, appointed by the executive 
committee, shall select a slate of officers to be presented at the annual meeting. A candidate for election shall be 
an individual active member. 
3. Officers shall be installed at the close of the annual meeting at which they are elected and shall serve until their 
successors have been duly elected and installed. Officers' vacancies shall be fi lled by a special election at the 
next regular meeting following the meeting at which such vacancy is declared. 
4. The executive committee shall meet as necessary. A meeting may be called by any member of the executive 
committee. A quorum for an executive committee meeting will be three members. An officer may be replaced if 
absent from two successive business meetings without executive committee approval. 

Article Vlll 
DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS UPON DISSOLUTION 
In the event of dissolution and after the membership has been notified, all of the remaining assets and property of 
the Society shall, after necessary expenses thereof, be distributed to such organizations as qualify under Section • 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as amended, or to another organization to be used in such a manner as in 
judgment of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the state of New York will best accomplish the general purposes for 
which the Society was formed. 

BY-LAWS 

Article I 
ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE 
Section 1. Anyone interested in genealogy or history of Jefferson County and its environs shall be welcomed at all 
Society functions and meetings. 
Section 2. A member of the Society is anyone who pays annual dues. Members will receive mailings and newslet­
ters of the Society. 
Section 3. The Society shall hold at least ten business meetings per year. 
Section 4. Fifteen members shall constitute a quorum at all business meetings. 
Section 5. The President shall preside at all business meetings of the Society, appoint all committees with the ap­
proval of the executive committee, serve as ex officio voting member of committees and gene.rally perform all du­
ties associated with the office as defined in Robert's Rules of Order. 
Section 6. The 1st Vice President, in the event of absence or disability of the President or of a vacancy in that of­
fice, shall assume and perform the duties and functions of the President. 
Section 7. The 2nd Vice-President, in the event of absence or disability of the 1st Vice-President or of a vacancy in 
that office, shall assume and perform the duties and functions of the 1st Vice-President. 
Section 8. The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of all business and executive meetings of the Society, 
prepare an agenda for each meeting, giving at least 15 copies to the President before the meeting and shall per­
form other duties that are generally associated with the office as defined in Robert's Rules of Order. 
Section 9. The Corresponding Secretary shall tend to all correspondence of the Society and shall perform other 
duties that are generally associated with the office as defined in Robert's Rules of Order. 
Section 10. The Treasurer shall accept all incoming money, shall provide a list of members to the membership 
chairman, pay expenses incurred by the Society. prepare monthly financial statements and shall perform other 
duties generally associated with the office as defined in Robert's Ru les of Order. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/~nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Article II ~ 

COMMITIEES 
Section 1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the six officers. 
Section 2 . The President shall, with the advisement of the Executive Committee, apP.oint the following: 

1) Repository Committee 
2) Publicity Committee 
3) Program Committee 
4} Newsletter Committee 
5) Genealogical Collection Committee 
6) Membership Committee 
7) Surname Committee 
8) Publication Committee 
9) Finance and Audit Committee 

1 0) Genealogy Facilities Committee and other committees as needed for the society's operation. No 
person may chair more than two committees. 

Section 3. The Repository Committee shall evaluate gifts given to the Society for the permanent collection . A de­
tailed record of all gifts shall be kept, complete with the name and address of the donor, and the disposition of ma­
terials, whether original or photocopy kept, etc. Thank you notices shall be sent to the donors. 
Section 4. The Publicity Committee shall publicize meetings, programs and events of the Society. 
Section 5. The Program Committee shall arrange for programs for the Society's meetings, and shall assist the 
Publicity Committee by providing details of planned programs in time for appropriate publicity. 
Section 6. The Newsletter Committee shall compile a bimonthly newsletter, the "Jefferson County, New York- Ge­
nealogy Informer", ready for printing. 
Section 7. The Genealogy Collection Committee shall encourage the research and collection of genealogical and 
historical information with associated organizations and individuals doing similar work. 
Section 8. The Publication Committee shall publish and distribute the newsletter and all other material authorized 
by the executive committee. 
Section 9. The Membership Committee shall keep current the list of members and their addresses and make this '-......../ 
list available to any other committee. They will print labels as needed. They shall notify members whose dues are 
in arrears. They are responsible for preparing a packet for each new member which will include a least a copy of 
the Constitution and By-laws and copies of the "Informer" from the previous July issue to the time of their joining. 
Section 10. Surname Committee shall collect the surnames which members are researching and make the list 
available for use by members. 
Section 11. The Finance and Audit Committee shall annually review the Treasurer's records and report to the gen­
eral membership at the annual meeting. They shall prepare a budget to be approved by the executive committee 
and accepted by the majority of those present at the annual meeting. 
Section 12. The Genealogy Facilities Committee shall be responsible for inventorying the genealogy records in 
faci lities in Jefferson County. The inventory of each known facility will be kept for reference and for the use of indi­
viduals who are attempting to locate genealogy records in the area. 
Section 13. All Standing Committees shall make written progress reports to the Recording Secretary of the Soci­
ety previous to each scheduled meeting. 

ARTICLE Ill 
CHANGES AND RULES 
Section 1. The Constitution may be amended by following the proper rules as specified in section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 
Section 2. The Society may amend these By-laws by a majority vote of those present at any regular meeting, pro­
viding notice of the amendment has been give to members 21 days prior to the meeting. 
Section 3. The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall govern the 
Society in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this Constitution and 
By-laws and any special rules of the Society may adopt 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Jefferson County NY 
Genealogical Society 

We would be honored by your membership 
in one of the following categories: 

I 
I 
I 

D Individual-New..... $15.00 :£ 
D Renewal. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00 1!:: 
D Family Membership $20.00 1ii: 

(2 members at one address) 1 
D Canadian ......... .. .... $19.00 in US funds 1 

I Rene;;ID~te lsJuly1st I 
Name: _______________ _ 

Address: ____________ _ _ 

City, State, Zip: __________ _ 

Phone: _____________ _ 

Email : ______________ _ 

Are you a beginning genealogist? 
DYes D No 

Are you an experienced genealogist? 
DYes D No 

Have you published? 
DYes D No 

Please list on the back of this form the 
surnames you are researching. 

SUPPORT DONATION 
[J Support Donation in Amount of: $ _ _ _ _ 
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Send to: 1 
JCNYGS, P. 0. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 1. 

We value your membership and support! 1 
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List your surnames 
below in alphabetical order 
and no more than 10. 

1. ________________ __ 

2. ________________ __ 

3.---------

4. ________________ __ 

5. ________________ __ 

6. ________________ __ 

7. ________________ _ 

8. ________________ __ 

9. ________________ __ 

10.---------

Suggestions/Comments 

( .. 

About JCNYGS 

1 The Jefferson County Genealogical 
1 Society was formed in 1994 with 
1g about 30 members. Our member­:c ship has grown to over 400 from all 
,; states of the Union and many other 
• countries. The Society is a not-for­
: profit, all volunteer, organization. 
I 
,g Our purpose is to encourage our 'c members in their pursuit of geneal­
:; ogy and family history. 
I 
I 
I 
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t; 
I 
I 
I 
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I 

Our monthly meetings are normally 
held the second Monday of the 
month in the Dillenbeck Room of 
Flower Memorial Library, 229 Wash­
ington Street, Watertown, NY. The 
business meeting is at 6:30 pm, and 
the program is at 7 pm. 

In addition to the monthly meetings 
and programs the most important 
means of providing assistance to 
our members is through our bi­
monthly newsletter, the IN­

' FORMER. Regular features include 
to articles concerning research in and :a about Jefferson Co., pedigree 
,5- sheets from our members, vital re­
I(!) cords of various kinds, news about 
1 the society and genealogical hap-

penings from surrounding areas and 
several pages of queries which are 
printed at no charge. 

( 

The Society is accumulating a re­
pository at Flower Memorial Library 
available for members perusal at 
monthly meetings. Some of the 
items include: 

Naturalization Records of New York 
State 

Carthage Library Obituary Notebook 

Archive of previous Informers 

Board of Supervisors books 

Brownville District Schools 1891-
1930 

Genealogical and local History 
books in print 

1919 Roster of Service Men from 
Southern Jefferson Co. 

"The Computer Genealogist" 

"New England Genealogist" 1995 

Catalog of Montgomery Co. by the 
Dept. of History & Archives at the 
Old Court House in Fonda 

The 1864 topographical Atlas of Jef­
ferson Co. 

Two notebooks assembled by the 
Resource Committee listing the ma­
terials available at various locations 
within the county 

( 
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Queries 
Send Queries to: Jerry W . Davis, POB 275, Clayton, NY 13624; maridavis@aol.com; Subject: Informer 

Arkland/Ferguson 
My name is Amy Lathrop. I have been searching for 
the father of Henry D. Arkland and Gertrude Arkland 
Henry and Gertrude's mother, Fanny (Fannie) Fergu­
son b. 1807 was the half sister of Gad Ackely of Ellis­
burgh, NY. I suspect that Henry's father came across 
Lake Ontario from Kingston, Ontario area. He possi­
bly escaped indentured servitude in the Kingston Area 
in or around 1817 and may be a Mr. David Arkland. 

I am searching the Jefferson, NY area because of it's 
proximity to Kingston, Ontario and the presence of 
Fanny Ferguson's siblings and family in the 1810-
1840 Ellisburgh, Jefferson, NY census records. 
Fanny's siblings were: 

Half-brother John Coleman m. Anna or Amy 
Smith 

Half-brother Gad Ackely m. Emma Foote & 
Mary (Polly) Pond 

Full Brothers: John Ferguson m. Mary Smith, 
Jared Ferguson, and Fanny's twin brother Francis 
Ferguson m. Lucy Adams 

Full sisters: Nancy (Namy) Ferguson m. Jo­
seph Bullock, Minerva Ferguson m. Dudley Phillips 

Fannie herself was married again to a Mr. A. B. 
Palmer. The earliest record I can find of Henry D. 
and Gertrude Arkland is in 1850 living with the AS. 
and Fanny Palmer family in Monroe County, NY. I 
assume this means their father passed away or left 
before that. I wonder if there are any records in Jef­
ferson County that show an Arkland between 1817 
and 1850. Common misspellings of Arkland are 
Arckland, Archland, Askland, Ackland, Alkland and 
Aukland. There may be others. I would appreciate 
anything you could find. 
Thank you, Amy Lathrop 

Buffalo, NY 

Parham/Bristol 
Does anyone have info on James Parham and his 
wife Ann Bristol? I only know that they died in Adams 
in 1849 and 1848, respectively. They (with several 
children) came to Adams from England, probably in 
the 1830s. I'm hoping there might be death certificates 
or other documentation of this event. I'm looking for 
references as to whom their parents might have been. 
Thanks so much, 

Don Verhees 
31, Av Cmdt Bret 

06400 Cannes 
France 

On the Web: bttp:llrootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Hodge 
I am looking for info on Garrison and Harriet Hodge. 
They came to Jefferson County in the mid 1870's. 
They first lived at Three mile Bay. Later they lived in 
Adams Village. They had a son Ephraim and daugh­
ter Mande (?Amanda). Any info would be greatly ap­
preciated. 

Charfyn Bailey 
baileyrosa@verizon. net 

Woodward/Read/Preston 
James Woodward was a seaman around Sackets 
Harbor. We recently found that the generations we 
had do not belong to our James. So we are now 
scratching to correct mistakes and not finding much. 
Here is what we know: 
James Woodward, born between 1775-1794 in Eng­
land and not naturalized by 1820, listed as engaged in 
commerce. He married about 1819 to Laura Read, 
daughter of Squire Read and Submit Preston. I have 
found Squire in some of the Jefferson County Town 
Histories, namely Adams, Hounsfield and Brownville. I 
am interested to learn more about the Rev. Mr. Wood- • 
ward, missionary, who is listed in the Adams history. 
James and Laura had the following children: 
1. George H. b. 27 Oct 1821 d. 17 Sep 1823 
2. James b. 22 Jul 1823 (Upper Canada-Kingston, 

Ontario) d. 26 Oct 1887 Huntington, Emery 
County, UT, buried there 2 days later. m. 30 
Jan 1844 Nauvoo, Hancock County, IL to 
Nancy McCurdy-Koyle, daughter of John 
McCurdy and Mary Ring of Franklin County, 
PA. 

3. Charles b. 5 Jun 1825 d. 19 Sep 1826 
4. Charles Hiram b. 9 Sep 1827 Brownville, Jefferson 

County, NY d. 6 Feb 1907 Salt Lake City, Salt 
Lake County, UT m. 3 Jan 1846 to Maria An­
nie Kronkright (marriage and death informa­
tion is documented, not sure of birth informa­
tion, it came from family histories) 

5. Samantha Ellen b. 5 Mar 1829 Brownville, Jeffer 
son County, NY d. 29 Jun 1912 m. Feb 1855 
in NY to John Miller (I have no documentation 
for any of her information, just what can be 
gleaned from Census records) 

Any help with James Woodward, born 1775-1794, is 
appreciated!! 
Thank you, 

Heather Brush 
3707 East lronhorse Road 

Gilbert. AZ 85297 
(480) 279-4977 

heatherbrush29@hotmail. com 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13601 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13 61 9 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O. Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315)387-2155 

genealogistl3083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
(will research August through March) 

P.O. Box220 
Belleville, NY 13611 

jrhodes@bluefrognet.net 

Deanna Vosburgh Smith 
I 02 Lafayette Street 

Palatine Bridge, NY I 3428 
dee48@citlink.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JCNYGS To Publish 
Pedigree Charts Vol. 2 

The JCNYGS plans to publish a second volume of 
pedigree charts. We are asking that those who 
have a Jefferson County, NY connection and 
whose pedigrees were not published in Volume 1 
submit their most up-to-date pedigree chart for 
publication in Volume 2. We will give preference to 
those charts which have been computer gener-
ated, but legible hand-written charts will also be 
accepted. We ask that the pedigrees be limited to 
2 pages and that the submitters name and address 
should appear on each chart. Submitting the chart 
implies permission to publish. Send as soon as 
possible to: Phyllis Putnam 

P. 0. Box 58 
Chaumont, NY 13622 

phyllis@putnamfamily.com 

Available On CD 

Every Name Index 
to the Informers through 2004 for $7 
Or $10 if mailing is required 

1994-1997 Informers 
$20 or $23 if mailing is required 

AI Seymour 
110 Marian Drive 

Mattydale, NY 13211 
al@seymour.net 

(If you buy both COs, only a single $3 Mail fee!) 
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INFORMER MARCH 2006 
Correspondence about dues. memberships, and lost Informers should be directed to: 

Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 
E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnetnet Web sfte: http:l/rootsweb.com/-nyjefferf)effsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: 2nd Vzce President &cording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Linda Malinich Jerry Davis Lis Couch Jean Coyne Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28KevinDr. P.O. Box275 24670 County Rt 159 28808 NYS Rte 37 909 Washington St. P. O.Box297 
Rochester, NY 14625 Clayton, NY 13624 Watertown, NY 13601 Evans Mills, NY 13637 Watertown, NY 13601 Brownville, NY 
malini£h@!!!!global.net maridavi~l.£2!11 I£QYch3Q@twcnl: IT.!lQm Dcovneail:twcny.rr.!lQID choo!cins@imcn~net 13625 
585-586-9267 315-686-3475 315-788-0624 315-629-4696 315-786-7668 315-788-0959 

The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair, Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.net, editor, Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@imcnet.net, pub-
lisher, and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net, ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor-
rello@worldnet.att.net; Lis Couch, lcouch30@twcny.rr.eom; Jean Coyne, Dcovne@twcny.rr.com: Jerry Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol 
Garnsey, cgarnsey@Gisco.net Bob VanBrocklin, boloyb@uS!'datanet.net; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel free to contact any of 
the above for suggestions or comments regarding ~~letter, puh\i5hed six times a year - January, March, May, July, September and 
November. A special Surnames issue has also been published in December. 

The afticles in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way often-
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., am the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or membels of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

Nan, 
I just finished reading the last INFORMER issue. The 

photos were excellent, I presume someone has a digi­
tal camera. My coMratulations for a really fine issue. 

Randall A Diefendorf 
Seahurst Washington 

Congratulations on another well constructed issue. 
The membership application was inspired. Glad .to 
see the Constitution and By-Laws, now everyone has 
his own copy. Loved the balloon crash story. The 
page of items the Society is offering for sale - good. I 
am always looking forward to the -Dollinger House 
Register - you never know. The minutes and program 
summaries lets our distance members know that we 
are alive and kicking. And the pictures add spice to 
the pages. Good job all. Phyllis Putnam 

Chaumont, NY 

The Town of Hounsfield celebrated it's 200th birthday 
on February 18th. In celebration, several new features 
are planned for http://www . .hounsfieldhistory.net 
Some additions made in recent days include: 
- 1895 Map of Madison Barracks 
- 1830 Federal Census Transcription 
- Early Jewettsville Remembered 
- Biographies of Merrick Bates, Aaron Blodgett, Anson 

Potter & Abby Fall and Andrew Smith 
- Sackets Harbor Union School photo 
- Lakeside Cemetery photos 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

- Old Railroads (links to Russell Nelson's site - a must 
see!) 
- Tourism Information updates - updated info about 
lodging, things to do, etc. 
One more feature I would very much like to add to the 
website to mark the occasion is a Hounsfield 
"Ancestor Registry"- if you have ancestors who lived 
in the Town of Hounsfield (including the village of 
Sackets Harbor), please consider sending me your 
ancestor's name, the year of their arrival in Houns­
field, and your name with an email address and/or 
website address where others can get in touch with 
you to learn more. Contributions will be compiled and 
rolled out on the website. Thanks in advance! 

Mark Wentling 
markwdc@hotmail.com 

... Email Address Changes 
ierry BAKER: tbaker@gblions.org 
Phillip COMPEAU: pcompeau1 @twcny.rr.com 
Jean COYNE: dcoyne@twcny.rr.com 
Martha CRAPSER: mmcrapser@twcny.rr.com 
Shirley DAVIS: sis61726@vplp.net 
Sylvia FASHEL: sfahz@gisco.net 
Marion C. HYDE: mamebomp@twcny.rr.com 
Rebecca STONE: rstone@spartanpride.org 
Vera THORNTON: verat@westelcom.com 
Peggy WEST: maxwest05@yahoo.com 

Make these changes in your December 2006 
Informer issue. If you would like to receive email no­
tification of our meetings, send Linda Malinich an up­
to-date email address, since many of the emails she 
sends out are bouncing. (Linda's address information 
is in the box at the top of this page.) 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

December Meeting 

The Earl Farmstead Site in the Town of 
LeRay 

Members attending the December meeting of the 
JCNYGS were treated to an excellent program by Dr. 
Timothy J. Abel. Dr. Abel, a native of Ohio, holds a 
doctorate in Anthropology from the State University at 
Albany. For the past 25 years he has trained and prac­
ticed in the field of archaeology. He now lives in Car­
thage and is concentrating his research on the archae­
ology of northern New York State and surrounding 
regions. He has had 29 articles published in a variety 
of magazines and journals. In July 2005, Dr. Abel be­
came the Executive Director of the Jefferson County 
Historical Society. His goals for the Society include a 
review and assessment of current accession and cura­
tion policies, restoration of the Pink Schoolhouse 
building, renovation of the Paddock Mansion, and up­
dating of the museum display rooms. In the future, Dr. 
Abel hopes to incorporate his archaeological research 
into the museum's educational and research pro­
grams. 

The evening's program was a slide show presentation 
and talk about the steps Dr. Abel followed in gathering 
information and drawing conclusions about the Earl 
Farmstead Site. This site is located on Rt. 11 in the 
Town of LeRay on land Walmart is developing for its 
superstore. Dr, Abel was hired to conduct an archaeo­
logical survey of the area to see if there were any arti­
facts of historical significance on the property. After 
locating some remnants of a homestead, Dr. Abel be­
gan his research to discover the time the house was 
built, the ownership of the house, and the time when it 
was destroyed. First, he consulted the 1855, 1864, 
1888, and 1892 maps of LeRay. He found that a G. 
Earl owned the property according to the 1855 and 
1864 maps, but that W. Earl was listed on the later 
maps. Then he examined census records, searching 
for the Earl family. Of particular value to him were the 
New York State agriculture surveys in censuses from 
1855 and 1865. To learn more about the Earl family, 
he accessed the LOS website, www.familysearch.org. 
From all these sources, Dr. Abel was able to form a 
picture of the Earl family and their homestead. He 
concluded that what he had uncovered on the Walmart 
property was the remains of a house built between 
1840 and 1850 and occupied by the George Earl fam­
ily. No other family ever lived there, and the house 

·On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

burned to the ground between 1870 and 1875. Wright 
Earl most likely built a second house near the original 
homestead after it was burned. 

Many of the tools Dr. Abel used are available to us as 
we do genealogical research. Although Dr. Abel does 
not recommend that we begin digging up our property 
to find relics of our past (we probably wouldn't be 
knowledgeable about what we find), the maps and 
censuses and genealogical websites are excellent 
places for us to start tracing our ancestors and learn­
ing about their lives. This is especially true for farmers 
in New York State during the nineteenth century. The 
agricultural surveys provide a wealth of information on 
how our ancestors lived. By comparing the information 
from one census to the next, we can see how their 
lives changed over time. Using genealogical websites 
can be extremely helpful, but they can also provide 
inaccurate information. So, Dr. Abel reminded us to 
use information found on them with caution. 

After the conclusion of the slide show and talk, 
Dr. Abel answered questions about the Earl Home­
stead project and also about the Pink Schoolhouse. 
The school is on the grounds of the Historical Society. 
Plans are to restore it and use it for school groups to 
team about education in earlier days. Dr. Abel said 
that oral histories have been taken from everyone they 
can find who either attended or taught in the · Pink 
Schoolhouse. The school was built in the 1840s and 
closed about 1945. He hopes to have it completely 
restored by the spring of 2007. • 

The December meeting of the JCNYGS was held at 
the Jefferson County Historical Society on Washing­
ton Street in Watertown. 

The editorial staff of the Informer would like to 
express our thanks to those who have helped us 
with our March issue especially Mark Wentling 
and Sackets Harbor village historians, Bob and 
Jeannie Brennan. Bob and Jeannie even joined 
us for our staff meetings. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Minutes of the 
December 12, 2005 

Meeting of the JCNYGS 
By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

The December meeting of the JCNYGS was held on 
the 12'h of the month at the Jefferson County Historical 
Society in Watertown. The meeting was called to or­
der at 6:35 by vice-president Jerry Davis. The minutes 
of the November meeting were read and approved, 
motion by Clancy Hopkins, seconded by Hollis Dorr. 
The treasurer's report was read and accepted, motion 
by Jean Coyne and second by Tracy Robertson. A 
copy is attached to these minutes. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Clancy Hopkins, re­
ported that he has several pieces of mail to answer. 
He also mentioned that the Flower Memorial Library 
will be holding a tea for patrons in the Music Room of 
the library on December 14. We are invited to attend. 
Clancy also mentioned that the Index to Vital Records 
that he is trying to get into the Flower Library will be 
some time in coming. In response to a question from 
Tracy Robertson, Clancy told us that the Index is on 
microfilm. A motion by Nan Dixon, seconded by Hollis 
Dorr directed the Corresponding Secretary to send a 
letter to authorities in Albany supporting reduced fees 
for vital records needed for genealogical research. The 
motion was passed. 

For the publicity committee, Linda Malinich asked that 
a notice be put in the next Informer asking those who 
want to receive email notification of our meetings 
to send her an up-to-date email address, since 
many of the em ails she sends out are bouncing. 

For the Program Committee, Phyllis Putnam sent a 
reminder that there will be no meetings in January or 
February and the March 13 meeting will be at the 
Flower Memorial Library. It will include a tour of the 
remodeled library. Clancy Hopkins will be in charge of 
the program for the March meeting. 

Clancy Hopkins, for the Membership/Surnames Com­
mittee, reported that the surname issue has been 
mailed out to the membership. Several members con­
gratulated Clancy and Patti on the fine job they did in 
putting the surname issue together. 

There were no reports from the Repository Committee, 
the Surrogate's Committee, Resources Committee, or 
the Genealogical Collections Committee. 

The Newsletter Committee reported that the January 
issue of the Informer was ready for the printer and 
should be in the mail shortly. The March issue will to-

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

cus on the Town of Hounsfield; the May issue will fo­
cus on the Town of LeRay. These issues will com­
plete the series on the Towns of Jefferson County and 
the 1855 maps. Suggestions for future issues are 
welcomed. Some ideas the committee has talked 
about are: the railroads, another series on the towns 
using the 1892 map, hospitals/doctors/medicine, boat 
building, churches, schools, fire departments, military, 
focus on individuals. 

Under 'Old Business' the membership was presented 
with the amended constitution and voted unanimously 
to ay;p_rove the amendment, which added the position 
of 2 vice-president to the officers of the organization. 
A copy of the amended constitution and by-Jaws will 
be included in the January issue of the Informer. A 
copy is attached to these minutes. 

Under 'New Business' a motion was made directing 
the Treasurer to move up to $4,000 from the savings 
account into a short term Certificate of Deposit that 
will earn a higher rate of interest The motion was 
made by Clancy Hopkins and seconded by Pauline 
Zach. It was approved. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 on a motion by 
Clancy Hopkins, second by Hollis Dorr. 

Following the business meeting, Dr. Tim Abel, director 
of the Jefferson County Historical Society, presented a 
program on the archaeology of the Earl Farmstead 
Site in the Town of LeRay. 

Elisha Camp was an un­
usual man. He graduated 
with highest honors - vale­
dictorian of his class - at 
Columbia College in 1804. 
He then studied law. With 
his brother-in-law, Judge 
Sacket, he bought land in 
Jefferson County, N. Y, and 
went to Sacket's Harbor to 
live. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnetnet 
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Dramatic uninterrupted vistas and breathtak­
ing limestone waterfront cliffs characterize 
the Town's 27, 291 acres of natural beauty. 
Once renowned for flourishing dairy farms 
and prosperous cheese factories, today the 
Town is the hub of cultural tourism in Jeffer­
son County's central region. 

Water is a key feature. Mill Creek flows 
through its center. Its borders are defined by 
Black River, Black River and Henderson 
Bays. The islands of Gull, Snake (Bass), 
Calf, Great and Little Galloo and Stony ex­
pand the Town's shoreline. 

The Town named after Ezra Hounsfield, was 
~ formed from Watertown on February 17, 
~ .1806. Settlers arrived quickly as news i. spread of abundant forest, fertile soil, bounti­
= ful fish and game. 
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;Nestled on the Town's western boundary is 
~ackets Harbor which housed the milijary~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
and naval headquarters for the US Northern 
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Frontier during the war of 1812. 

Early settlers recognized the rich opportunities in the Town's land and water resources. The population has grown from 2,700 in 1880 to 
today's 3,300 figure. Two hundred years after settlement, the Town of Hounsfield is a popular place for both year-round residents and 
visitors. 

Robert and Jeannie Brennan 
Town Historians 
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Town of Hounsfield 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.litm 

On 20 June 1801, Augustus 
Sacket bought the land now com­
prising the Town of Hounsfield. He 
named the new town after an Eng­
lishman, Ezra Hounsfield, a busi­
nessman who once owned the 
southern part of the township. Mr. 
Sacket began at once to make 
improvements in the town, and to 
build himself one of the most pre­
tentious houses in the area. Febru­
ary 17, 1806, the town was cre­
ated. Hounsfield is best known for 
its historical connection with bat­
tles in the War of 1812. Sackets 
Harbor was one of the best known 
Great Lakes ports of its day. Madi­
son Barracks, still standing, were 
built of stone between 1816 and 
1819. Sackets Harbor waa the 
center of operations during the 
embargo period and the War of 
1812. 

Hounsfield lies in the center of the 
western boundary of Jefferson 
county, and is bounded north and 
west by the Black River and by 
Black River and Henderson Bays, 
and is thus washed by the waters 
of Lake Ontario. It includes the 
Galloup Islands, one over 2,000 
acres and the other about 48. 
Stony Island has some 1 ,500 
acres, and Calf Island, some 34 
acres. The Town of Brownville is to 
the north of Hounsfield, the Town 
of Watertown to the east, while 
Adams and Henderson are on its 
south. 

In the 1800s East Hounsfield and 
Sackets Harbor were the only cen­
ters of population within the bor­
ders of the town of Hounsfield. 
Dexter and Brownville are on its 
borders. Camp's Mills was once a 
hamlet. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Index to 1855 Map ofHounsfield Township (page 6 & 7) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

Column 1 consists of initial, column 2 is surname or main entry, column 3 indicates location of residents on the map. 
By dividing the town map into 10 parts, Don uses the letters H, 0 , U, N, S, F, I, E, L, D already on the map as locators. 

lnitial(s) Surname Map Letter- s. Benjamin D2-North 
-North/South J.D. Bent F-North 

Blanchard D2-North 
B.S.= Blacksmith Shop) H-North B. T. Bliss F-South 
B.S. = Blacksmith Shop) U-South c. Blodgett E-South 
B.S.= Blacksmith Shop) F-North c. Blodgett D2-South 
B.S.= Blacksmith Shop) F-South C. Blodgett D2-South 
B.S.= Blacksmith Shop) L-South M. W. Blood 1-North 
B.S.= Blacksmith Shop) D2-North s. Blood 1-North 
G.Yd. Grave Yard) H-North H. Bolton H-South 
G.Yd. Grave Yard) 0-North Mrs. Boomer U-North 
G.Yd. Grave Yard) F-South A. Bristol 1-South 
P.O.= Post Office) E-South P. Broadbent F-North 
S.M. = fSaw Mill) 0-North Mrs. Brofy D1-North 
S.M.= SawMill) L-South H. Brown 1-South 
S.H.= School House) H-South D. I. Brundige N-South 
S.H.= School House) H-South L. Burdick S-South 
S.H.= School House) H-South Burnham U-South 
S.H.= (School House) U-South C. Burton H-South 
S.H.= tSchool House) N-South S. Cadey 1-South 
S.H. = tSchool House} D1-South E. B. Camb S-North 
S.tt= i(School House) S-North E. Camp U-North 
S.H.= !(School House) F-South E. Camp N-North 
S.H.= ltSchool House) 1-North E. Camp N-South 
S.H. = ltSchool House) E-North J. Campbell H-South 
S.H. = !(School House) E-South E. Camp's G.M.(Grist Mill) U-South 
S.H.= !(School House) E-South F. Can H-South 
S.H.= l(School House) D2-North A. Chafa N-South 
J. !Alexander L-North C. Chamberlain H-South 

~· ii'Jien L-North Champlain H-South 
L. !Allen L-North R. F. Chase U-South 
L. Allen L-North R. J. Chase N-South 
S. Alverson 1-North Christ Church D2-North 
S. 11\.lverson E-North N. Clark S-South 
H. Bailey E-North P. Cleveland L-North 
J. Baker L-South w. Cluglehart 1-South 
J. E. Baker 1-North W. H. Cobley D1-South 
o.w. Baker I -South J. Coburn E-North 
O. W. Baker L-South Col. E. Camp H-North 
E. Barnes 1-South J. Congdon E-North 
W. Bass D1-South D. Conklin D2-North 
M.M. Bates L-South J. Conklin F-North 
P. O. Bates U-North A. J. Coo L-North 

Battle Field - 1813 H-North w. Cotton 0-North 
0 . Beardsley N-South A. Cover I-North 

Bedford Creek H-South W. C. Crandall N-South 
H. Beebe L-South J. Crouch 1-South 
w. Bell H-South J. Crouch D2-South 
w. Bemjamin D2-North S.&. L. Crowell H-South 

B. Benjamin D2-North A. Dannoth U-North 

C. Benjamin L-North S. Davis F-South 

C. Benjamin D2-North Davis 0-North 
J. Benjamin 02-North J. Deer U-North 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: J CNYGS@imcnet.net 
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w. Deluvergne F-South Hoo~>_er E-North 
P. Dempster 1-North W. H. Hopkins D2-North 

Denison 0-North Horse Island H-North 
D. DeWolfe H-South Horse Island Lighthouse (Capt H-North 
J. Dimick D1-South McNit!) 

0 . Dimick D1-South J. Hovey H-South 

R. Dimick D1-South s . Hovey H-South 

J. Dimmick !-South A Howard E-South 

D. Durban D1-North S. Howland H-South 

D. Durkee U-North E. Hubbard S-South 
A Hughes H. Ely D2-North !-North 

J . Evans 1-South 0. Hungerford D2-North 

Mrs. A. Evans I -South G. Hunter !-North 
G. E. Hunter N-North J. Eveleigh D1-South 
J. Hunter E-North D. Fawdry N-South 
F. lves D2-South 

S. Field D2-North 
J. lves D2-North 

S. Field D2-North 
Joel lves D2-South 

H. Fields D2-North 
Mrs. Jenks 0-North 

J. Fields H-South 
J. Jenne N-South 

J. Fields N-North 
N. !Jewett H-North 

FIELD'S SETILEMENT D2-south 
!Jewett D2-North 

D. Fox H-south 
IJEWETIVILLE 0-North w. Francis 0-South A. Ketchum 1-North 

E-North C. Frazier R. Knight U-South 
G. Frazier 1-North N. Ladd F-South 
G. Frazier 1-North L Lamp D1-North 
G. Frazier E-North [T. Lane D1-South 
C. Frink u-south M. Lawrence U-South . 
E. Frink 0-South G. Lee D1-North 
C. Gallaway 0-North w. Lee F-North 
J. Gardner 5-North C. Leonard F-North 
J. E. Gilmore 1-North M.C. Lewis D2-North 
s . Gowen S-North Geo Little L-North 
J. Graham D1-South F. Livennore E-North 
Mrs. Graham D1-North F. Uvennore L-North 
J. Graves D2-North H. Uvennore L-North 
A Green L-South L Uvennore L-North 
B. Green L-North S. E. Livennore 1-North 
C. Green 5-North S. E. Livennore E-North 
C. Green F-North J. Love I D1-North 
G. Green F-North E. Luff H-South 
J. Green D1-South J. Mack L-South 
J. Green D2-North R. G. Mack L-South 
W. Green L-North ~- Madison F-South 
w. Green D2-North D. F. Madison s-south 
WK. Green F-North J. March D1-South 
0. Grow D2-North A. Marsh H-South 
0. Grow D2-North A. Marsh U-North 
H. Green D2-south E. Matteson D2-North 
F. Haimer L-North E. Maxson N-South 

Halfway House D2-North R. Maxson 1-South 
A Hall E-South J. McDowell 0-North 
D. Hall H-South A McKee H-South 
R. Hall E-South J. McWayne H-South 
J. Hamilton N-North J. McWayne H-South 
G. Harris N-South F. Medcalf H-South 
H. B. Hayes D2-North G. Medcalf U-South 

~- Holden H-South H. Medcalf 0-South 
Mrs. Holloway !-South Mrs. M. Membry U-South 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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W. Merson N-North E. Richardson L-South 
R Middleton D2-South s. Richardson L-South 

MIUT ARY ROAD N-North M. Rickerson U-South 
Mill Creek S-South I. Robbins 0-South 

S. Millard H-South T. Root E-North 
Moffat 0-North J. Sargent I-North 

A. Moore D2-South C. Sawtell D2-North 
Mrs. H. Moore D2-South Schuyler S-South 
V. Moore L-South Sevendav Baot. Ch. F-South 

Morrison U-South J.P. Shellevs Tav. (Tavern) S-North 
D. Morse S-South J. Slater D2-North 
Miss Morse S-South F. W. Smiley D2-North 
M.T. Morseman N-South Smiley D2-North 
E. P. Mersman D1-South A. Smith H-South 
H. Murohy 1-North ~- Smith D2-South 

MusQuelonQe Creek L-North A. Smith D2-South 
B. Orchard N-South c. Smith E-North 
I. Ostrander D2-North D. Smith H-South 
H. Paine D1-North R. Smith D2-South 
J. Palmer D2-North Soles H-South 
C. Par N-South H. Spaulding H-South 
M. Parker L-South A. Spicer F-South 

A- Patrick E-North F. Spicer S-South 
G. Patrick D1-North H. Spicer S-South 
G. Patrick F-North J . Spicer D1-South 
H. Patrick S-North R. Spicer F-South 
J. Patrick S-North R. Spicer F-South 
J." Patrick F-North A. Stevenson 0-North 
Maj. Patrick H-North J. Stevenson 0-North 
Maj. Patrick 0-North w. Stevenson D1-North 
S: H. Patton S-North R. Stillman N-South 
Mrs. Payne D1-North STOELS CORNER L-South 
W.L. Payne S-North Store 1-North 
H. Pease U-South STORRS POINT N-North 
A. Perry H-North Storrs Habor (Harbor) D1 -North 
J. Phelps H-South W. Studley D1-South 
R. Phelf>s H-South ~ulpher Spring F-South 

Phelj:>S E-North A. Swift H-South 
A. Phillips 1-North D. Swift H-South 
E. Phillips F-North C. !Symonds H-South 
J. Phillips I-North w. Taner S-North 
W. Phillips F-North L.G.Lee Tavern F-North 
A. Potter E-North [Tavem 0-North 
E. Potter D2-North Tavern F-North 
N. Potter L-North J. [Terry D1 -North 

Potter L-North J. [Thompson H-South 

fA. Powers D2-South s. Thompson H-South 
R. Powers D2-North J. "fhursting N-North 
S. R. Prim mar E-South T1llerson 0-North 

Prooosed Rail Road F-North Toll Gate 0-North 
Puffen H-South Toll Gate F-North 

Mrs. Ramsey H-South s. Torrey H-South 
E. Read 1-South Lt. Tracy H-North 
S. Read E-South N. R. Truman E-South 
S. Read E-South s. Tylor U-South 
A. Reeves S-North J. Utter E-North 
D. Reseguie 1-South J. Utter L-South 
Mrs. Reseguie F-South J. rvanAIIen U-North 
s. Resseguie F-South J. VanCamp 1-North 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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L 
P. 
A 
w. 
C. 
D. 
D. 
J. 
R. 
S. 
S. 
J. 
H. 

w. 
J. 
A. 
Mrs. 
B. 
S. 
J. 
J. T. 
LL 
c. 
R. 
D. 
E. 
E. 
Mrs. 
S. 
S. 
S. 
D. 
H. 

T. 
D.E. 

Wallace N-North 
Walsworth 0-South 
Walsworth H-South 
Ward H-South 
Warren D2-North 
Washburn 0-South 
Washburn 0-South 
Washburn N-South 
Washburn H-South 
Washburn N-South 
Washburn 0-South 
Washburn D1-South 
Waterbury N-South 
Watson H-South 
Weaver D2-North 
Webb H-South 
Weller E-South 
Westcott U-South 
Westcott H-South 
White L-5outh 
Whitler 0-South 
Whitter 1-South 
Whitter !-South 
Whitter !-South 
Wilcox D1-South 
Wilcox N-South 
Wilder F-North 
Wilder F-North 
Wilder F-North 
Wilder F-North 
Wilder F-North 
Wilder F-North 
Williams E-North 
Wrtt D1-North 
Wood F-South 
Worthinqton D2-North 
WriQht H-South 
Yerrinaton N-North 

Hounsfield to Celebrate 
Bicentenniel 

By H. Michael Jalili 
Times Staff Writer 

Tuesday, January 17, 2006 

Kenneth M. Lawrence says 2006 will be a special 
year in Hounsfield. 

The town is ready to celebrate its past as it enters its 
bicentennial year. 

"It's exciting to be part of the 200-year celebration," 
Mr. Lawrence said. "It's important for any town to cele­
brate the accomplishments of its 200 years." 

The 25-year-old, who took a seat on the Hounsfield 
Town Council this month, is part of a tradition: his tam-

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffioc.htm 

Names from 1855 Map of 
Village of Sacketts Harbour 

On Page 12 
By Don Dillenback, JCNYGS Member 

Name Map Letter-
-North/South 

Rd. to Watertown Sacketts Harbor 
Rd. to Brownville Sacketts Harbor 
Black River Bav Sacketts Harbor 
CampSt Sacketts Harbor 
MainSt Sacketts Harbor 
WashinQton St Sacketts Harbor 
Edmond St Sacketts Harbor 
Caroline St Sacketts Harbor 
Hill St Sacketts Harbor 
BaySt Sacketts Harbor 
Bayard St Sacketts Harbor 
EmbroseSt Sacketts Harbor 
Ogden St Sacketts Harbor 
Browd St Sacketts Harbor 
WhoolsevSt Sacketts Harbor 
Monroe St. Sacketts Harbor 
Levenworth St Sacketts Harbor 
CummingsSt Sacketts Harbor 
Williams St Sacketts Harbor 
Sackets Harbor & Ellisburah RXR Sacketts Harbqr 
Navy Yard Sacketts Harbor 
Ship Point Sacketts Harbor 
HARBOR Sacketts Harbor 
Railroad Deoot Sacketts Harbor 
Custom House Sacketts Harbor 
U.S. Madison Baracks Sacketts Harbor 

ily has been involved with the town for three genera­
tions. The Eveleigh Road farm he lives on was owned 
by the town's first supervisor, Augustus Sacket, after 
whom Sackets Harbor is named. 

The town's birthday is Feb. 17. In 1806, residents of 
this waterfront settlement held their first meeting on 
that day. The town will kick off its bicentennial year by 
marking the event with an open house at the Town 
Hall on Feb. 18, followed by a party June 4 at Old 
McDonald's Farm. 

'We just want townspeople to get together," said 
Town Clerk Diane M. Nier, who's organizing th~ bicen­
tennial events. 

A live band will play at the open house, and the town 
will provide refreshments. Mrs. Nier also is collecting 
and framing old and historical photos to decorate the 
Town Hall walls for the event. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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1855 Map of the Village of 
"Sacketts Harbour" 

March 2006 
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Gutherie Home, built in 1818, of locally produced bricks, in the former hamlet of Jewettsville. 
Dr. Gutherie discovered chloroform & developed the percussion cap for firearms. 

Present owners are John and Joan Thomas. 

BIOGRAPHIES AND FAMILY SKETCHES 
for the 

TOWN OF HOUNSFIELD 
From 

The Growth of a Century 
By JOHN A. HADDOCK, 1895 

Dr. Samuel Guthrie 

One of the most unique characters that ever rose to 
prominence in Jefferson county was Dr. Samuel Guth­
rie, of Sackets Harbor, the discoverer of chloroform. 
He was born in Brimfield, Mass., in 1782, his father 
being a physician. He began to practice medicine soon 
after reaching his majority, removing to Smyrna, N.Y. 
During the War of 1812, he held the position of exam­
ining surgeon in the army. While at Smyrna he had 
paid considerable attention to the manufacture of gun­
powder, and after coming to Jewettsville, one mile 
east of Sackets Harbor, he manufactured gunpowder 
in a small way. He was a great experimenter, often 
receiving painful injuries as a result of his careless­
ness. But he must have had an inventive and highly 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/--oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

intelligent mind, for hiS expenments resultea In wo 
great discoveries-chloroform, now the standard anes­
thetic in medicine, and the principle of percussion, as 
applied to the firing of guns. Years ago, there was no 
means known for alleviating the pain of an operation in 
surgery, and the percentage of deaths under opera­
tions was very much in excess of the present time. 
During the Civil War there were over a million fluid 
pounds of chloroform used in the Union Army, and the 
benefits it conferred upon poor wounded men are al­
most beyond description. 

The application of the principle of communicating fire 
to the charges of a gun loaded with powder, by simple 
percussion, was first applied in the village of Sackets 
Harbor, preceding all other similar efforts. Dr. Guthrie 
was the inventor, but he never realized a dollar in 
money from his discovery. His fulminating powder, 
igniting by a slight blow, was the beginning from which 
have sprung all the later high explosives, used in all 
countries, and of inestimable value. 

After a life of great usefulness, Dr. Guthrie died at the 
home of his daughter in Jewettsville, near Sackets 
Harbor, October 19, 1848. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page 14 INFORMER Marcb2006 

More From the 
Dollinger House Register 

Here is more of the 1887-88 Register of the Dollinger 
House which was in Redwood, NY. This work by 
Linda Malinich, our JCNYGS President, was first fea­
tured in the July and September 2004 issues of the 
Informer as well as the November 2005 and January 
2006 issues. The following two pages continue after 
those pages. There is also a summary of Linda's 
work on page 20 in the November 2004 Informer that 
will be of interest to readers. 

Fe_or, J.M. Watertown 
June 25 

Fee, John H. Ogdensburg 
Jan 12 
John H. Fee (1870 Census- Oswegatchie, St. 
Lawrence County, store clerk, age 22) 
John Fee (1880 Census- Ogdensburg, 
clerk in a dry goods store, age 30) 

Felt, J.M. Watertown 
July 19 
James M. Felt (1910 Town ofWatn Census, age 
68) 
James M. Felt (1841 -1920, Section B) 
~Brookside Cemetery, Watertown) 

Ferguson, Charles Hammond 
Aug 18 

Fiester?, H._? Buffalo 
Jan 19 

Fikes, E. Theresa 
Jan 19 
Erwin Fikes (Child's- Theresa, carpenter) 

Fingerhut, C. Oswego 
June 6 
(1892 Oswego Dir lists Carl (machinist) & 
Charles (gardener), both res at 364 W. Fifth) 

Fisher, J. Natural Bridge 
Nov 19, Feb 18 

Fisher, John Philadelphia 
Jan 12 

Fitzgerald, M.J. Utica 
Sept 28, Nov 9, Dec 6, Feb 16, Mar 28 & 29 
Michael J. Fitzgerald (1888-90 Utica Dir, 
salesman & com. traveler) 

Flack?, C.L. 
Nov28 
Clarence L. Flack (1870 Census- Lisbon, age 5) 
Clarence Flack (1880 Census- Lisbon, age 16) 

Flanagan, W.H. Syracuse 
Jun 27, Aug 30, Oct 24, Apr 17 
William H. Flanagan (1888 Syracuse Dir, com. trav) 

Folts, Mat. S. 
Nov22 
Matthew Folts (1863 -1946) 
(Oakwood Cemetery, Town of Theresa) 

Folts, W.J. Theresa 
Nov 22, Dec 26 
William J. Folts (1865 -1929) 
(Redwood Cemetery, Alexandria) 
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Folts, W.W. Redwood 
Nov 22, Dec 26, Jan 9 
William W. Folts (res. Redwood, Child's -Theresa, 
1,000 sugar trees, breeder of grade Holstein cattle, 

prop. stock horse "Stephen A. Douglas, Jr.") 
Fonda, Thomas New York 

Aug 17 
Foot, H.J. & Lady Philadelphia 

Aug 19 
Handley J. Foote (d. 1900, age 62) 
(Hillside Cemetery- Antwerp) 

Forbs, Wm Plessis 
Dec 20, Jan 4, Feb 10 (W.W.), Feb 22 (W.W.) 
William H. Forbes (1833-1920, Plessis Cemetery) 
William H. Forbes (Child's -Alexandria, 
road comissioner, retired hotel keeper, fann) 

Fort_, F.W. ? 
Mar29 

Forter?, J. Binghamton 
Feb 18 

Foster, Abbott Utica 
June 27 

Foster, David S. Utica 
July 16 
(1890 Utica Dir, T. Foster & Sons-hardware&coal) 

Foster, F.W. Richville, NY 
Mar 28 (St. Lawrence County) 
Fred W. Foster (1862- 1894) 
(Wayside Cemetery, Richville, DeKalb, NY) 

Foster, I. Binghamton 
Sept 13, Nov 23, Feb 17 

Foster, L.J. Utica 
Mar29 
Luther J. Foster (1888 Utica Dir, com. traveler) 

Fournier, E.L. utica 
June 9, Aug 17, Sept 22, Dec 2, Jan 11 , Feb 18 

Fox, Chas? A. Watertown 
Mar27 

Fox, James Carthage 
Feb22 

Fox, John N.Y. 
Apr10 

Franklin, D.C. Theresa 
Dec 9, Feb 22 
David Franklin (1880 Census- Theresa, 
carpenter, age 53) 
David C. Franklin (Child's - Theresa, carpenter) 
David Culver Franklin (ca 1827- 1913) 
(Rarick Cemetery, Hammond (obit)) 

Frasier, C.W. Carthage 
Feb 10 
Charles W. Frasier (1845-1829, Co H 185th 
NYC.W. (Fairview Cemetery, Wilna) 

Freeman, E.J. Orleans 
Aug 29, Apr 16 

Freeman, J.B. Watertown 
Oct25-27 

Freeman, J.M. Syracuse 
Feb23 

Freeman, N.W. Alex Bay 
Sept 16, Feb 22 
Nathaniel W. Freeman (1842-1934) 
(Plessis Cemetery - Alexandria) 
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(Child's- Alexandria, teacher, justice of peace) 
Frost, Jonas Plessis 

Jan 4 
Jonas Frost (1880 Cen- Alexandria, farmer, age 
43) 

Fry, J.D. Morristown 
Feb 7 
John D. Fry (1880 Census- Morristown, 
(constable, age 56) 
John D. Fry (1890 Census- St. Lawrence County, 
for Civil War Veterans, a lieutenant) 

Fuller, E. Westfield, Mass 
Sept 7, 

Fuller, W.E. Westfield, Mass 
Sept13 

Fuller, Wm. W. Philadelphia 
Sept 27 

- G-

Gale, Le.A.L. Worcester, Mass 
Sept 1, Nov 17, Feb 25 
Leland A. L. Gale (1890 Worcester, Mass Dir, 
salesman, pg 168) 

Gallagher, F Hammond 
June 6, June 15 
Frank Gallagher (1862-1944, Fineview Cemetery) 

Gardner, Geo. B. Rochester 
Oct 31 
George B. Gardner (1893 Rochester Dir, 
salesman) 

Gardner, _rek Theresa 
Sept20 

Gardiner, A. 
Feb? 

Gardiner, H. 
Feb 7 

Garlock, Daniel Clayton 
Oct 3 
Daniel Garlock (1822-1907) and (1847-1912) 
(Clayton Village Cemetery - Clayton) 
(Child's- Clayton, farmer) 

Garvey, T.J. Watertown 
Nov 23, Feb 14 
Thos. J. Garvey (1891 Watn Dir, route agent) 

Gates, C.C. Carthage, Redwood 
Apr 2 (Carthage), Apr 4 (Carthage) 
Calvin C. Gates (Child's- Alexandria, 
prop. Dollinger House, Main (Redwood)) 

Gates, M.Z. Syracuse 
Mar 19 
Mortimer Z. Gates (1888 Syracuse Dir, 
com. trav, location at Gouverneur & Syracuse) 

Gates?, W.C. Carthage 
Apr16 

Gault, Wm C. Watertown 
June 10 
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Gaudett, F. A. Redwood 
May 14 
Frederick A. Gaudett (Child's- Theresa, 
prop. marble works, John Haffrey, manager, 
hat Redwood) 
Frederick A. Gaudett (1842-1910) 
(Redwood Cemetery -Alexandria) 

Gay?, D.H. Schnectady 
Aug 11 

Gay, Joseph 
Apr2 

Gazley, E.H. 
Jul1 , Dec 9 

Troy, NY 
(Rensselaer County) 

Rochester, NY 

Ernest H. Gazley (1889 Rochester Dir, salesman, 
Gazley Bros., shirt manufs, 363 Exchange) 

George, B. F?ff? Ithaca 
Aug 26, Aug 27 

George, H.A? 
Oct 1 

George, J.B. 
July 2 

George, W.G. 
Nov24 

Alex Bay 

N.Y. 

Getman, E. Theresa 
Jan 11 , Mar 18 
(Child's- Theresa, Getman Brothers: Edgar, 
Edward & Edson; props. Getman House) 

Gew_arp?, A. 
Jan 19 

Gibbens, A. 
Nov4 

Gillen, Daniel Rossie 
Apr4 
Daniel M. Gillen (1864-1899) 
(St. Patrick's Cemetery, Rossie, St. Lawrence Co.) 

Gillespie, J. Saratoga, NY 
Oct2, Oct 10 

Glatt, Theo M. Utica 
May 29, Sept 5, Sept 30, Nov 4, Dec 13 
Theodore M. Glatt (1888 Utica Dir- com. traveler) 

Glazin, Geo. H. Gouverneur 
Sept 16 

G9)(ey, Lewis Hammond 
Nov 10 
Lewis Gokey (1880 Census- Hammond, 
St. Lawrence County, farmer, age 42) 
Lewis Gokey (b. 1837 Morristown -d. 1911) 
(Ingham Cemetery, Town of Morristown) 

Gonepl?, John Utjc;~ 
Mar 1 ' 

Goodall, G. Lansdowne, t)ot. 
Jan 30 
George Goodall (1881 Census- Escott Front, 
Leeds South, Ontario, farmer, ge 34) 

Goodyear, C.A. Detroit 
Dec 1 
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Constructed between 1816-1817 by Frederick 
White (reputedly the wealthiest man in Jefferson 
County, and once President of the Jefferson County 
Bank, when it was located in Adams) to take advan­
tage of the post-War hotel trade, the Union Hotel was 
by far the most splendid of the many stone buildings 
erected at Sackets Harbor in the early days. Its well­
crafted masonry work, featuring smooth stone quoins, 
lintel courses above the windows, and an elliptical arch 
above the entrance, may have been executed by Scot­
tish stonemasons who migrated to the area from Can­
ada after the War. The building once also featured 
stepped gables and a lunette window in the peak-by 
masking a sloping roof, stepped gables were felt to 
create a more urbane, less "domestic" appearance. 
The well-preserved interiors are counted among the 
finest of any Federal-era building in New York. 

From its earliest days, the Union Hotel was asso-
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ciated with the Masonic Order-the Athol Lodge 
formed there in 1818 and met in a room in the attic 
story. By 1864 the building's hotel days had passed; 
when purchased by the Masons the following year, it 
was being used as a warehouse. It has been said that 
Morgan, who published an expose of Masonry, was 
brought to this lodge room soon after his mysterious 
disappearance. In 1897, the Order rebuilt the roof and 
installed a new meeting room on the third floor, with a 
stained glass window still visible on the facade (top 
photo, upper right). 

In 1972 New York State acquired the building 
and rehabilitated it for use as the Visitor Center for the 
Sackets Harbor Battlefield State Historic Site. In July 
2000, an addition was built and the Union Hotel was 
converted to serve as the Seaway Trail Discovery 
Center. 
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111 
JCNYGS MATERIALS FOR PURCHASE 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830- 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 to 
1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a chart 
showing the formation of Jefferson County Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage. 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 
Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
PO Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 
If you would like to save on postage, 
you may pick one up from Pauline Zach 
(Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin 
(Dexter), also at Corbin's River Heri­
tage on Riverside Drive, Clayton. 

PEDIGREE BOOK I l"' 

$15.00 plus • 
$4.10 Shipping : 

A collection of pedigrees · 
Submitted by members : 

of the JCNYGS : 
with an every name index ~ 

-
-

J""··-\-·•1• , ... ,_\ 
" ·• , ...... h ....... ,lr\to 

PEDIGREES 

' n• 1 '-' .. 
,.,.,,.. ' " 1 . I'IUt 

,.,. ... utJ • ~vo, 
('\ 

CONTACT: BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 

nandixon@gisco.net 

AVATLA~; INF~ 
BACKISSUES \ I 
$4.00 EACH . . . -..-:--... , 
Payable to JCNYGS ~:S: '~'\ 

~~~T~i6N j~g_r~ __ . -
15407 Dixon Road L..::..:..- _;.:::;::::..__:.::._.;;;;.-::::::..-..: 

Clayton, NY 13624 : =:.-..::"

1
~=-===-

and. @ • t .onooe ..... - n-"'""G'G...,...,__ n IXOn QISCO.ne "' -.:=-·- ;: :.::=.::=-ru -........., ............ ·~c-....... ...... - -- DJCWIIOI ..._.....,....._, 
"' ......... .._.... ·-
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Available 
On CD 

Every Name 
Index 

To the Informers 
Through 2004 for $7 
Or $10 if mailing is 

required 

1994-1997 
Informers 
$20 or $23 if 

mailing is required 
AI Seymour 

110 Marian Drive 
Mattydale, NY 13211 

al@seymour.net 

(If you buy both COs, 
only a single $3 Mail 

feel) 

INDEX 
To the records listed in 

Rev. Garand's Historical Sketch 
Of the Village of Clayton, NY 

And 

A Complete History of St. Mary's Parish 

This is an alphabetical listing of over 3000 
names and the pages where the baptismal, marriage 
and death records are located in Rev. Garand's 1902 
publication. Ideal for identifying surname spelling 
variations; brides and grooms listed separately. Send 
check or money order for $12 (includes S&H) to Jef­
ferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, 
Watertown, NY 13601. 
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1830 United States Federal Census 
Town of Hounsfield 

Jefferson County, New York 
Transcribed by Mark A Wentling for Hounsfield History. Net I Report an Error 

(The page numbers from 173 to 194 are clickable on www.hounsfieldhistory.net to reveal the full 
information available from this 1830 census.) 

Abbey, Mary 187 Boyden, William 181 Connel, Edward 176 Field , Hezekiah 182 
Adams, Roderick C. 188 Bracey, Cornelius 185 Connell, Wm. 174 Field, Spafford 180 
Aimes, Dexter 178 Brasier, Richard 180 Convers, Wm. N. 194 Field, Thadeus 184 
Aird, Mathew 183 Brewster, Abner 191 Cook, Lewis 173 Fields, Bennet 184 
Alley, Abigail 182 Brewster, Jacob 174 Cook, Marvin 178 Fields, Elijah 173 
Allen, Ebenezer 183 Bridge, Nathan 184 Cook, Medad 176 Fields, Joseph 174 
Allen, James 179 Briggs, Jehosifet 184 Cook, Truman 176 Fields, Lamson 173 
Allen, John 179 Brooks, Edward 186 Coon, Thomas 175 Fields, Libeus 181 
Allen, Lawrence 182 Brothers, Elizabeth 182 Coppemall, John 187 Fields, Samuel 179 
Allen, Leonard 179 Brown, John 175 Corey, Abel 179 Fisk, Abram 181 
Allen, Zeno 174 Buckley, Wm. 185 Coster, Henry 186 Fisk, Charles 181 
Alley, Jacob 188 Burch, Henry 188 Crandall, Ally 187 Fisk, Eli 194 
Ames, Horace 193 Burrell, Wm. 192 Crouch, Joshua 188 Fisk, Wm. R. 181 
Andruss, Timothy 188 Burwell, Nathan 186 Crowel, Samuel 190 Flake, Hannah 187 
Amo, David 186 Butterfield, Jerusha 174 Crumb, Waitstill 188 Flukes, Thomas 176 
Austin, Benjamin 174 Butterfield, Phirandy 175 Cummings, Alexander 192 Ford , Asa 185 
Austin, Benjamin 179 Cunningham, George 177 Ford, Augustus 175 
Austin, Benjamin 188 Cade, Calvin 174 Curtis, Fesonton 177 Fosburgh, John 175 

Cady, Square 191 Francis, Wm. 177 
Bagg, Charles M. 178 Cambell, James 183 D. Company U.S. Army 193 Frasier, Atkins 181 
B~iley, Ebert 186 Camel, Samuel 177 Damuth, George 190 Frasier, Robert 177 
Bailey, Robert 185 Camm, John 193 Damuth, John 173 Fredom, Richard 186 
Baker, Daniel B. 184 Camp, Elisha 174 Danforth, P. H. 193 French, Jacob 193 
Baker, John 192 Camp, George 185 Dart, Wm. 187 Frisbee, George 180 
Bilker, Margaret 188 Campbell, Francis 182 Davis, Mary 175 Fuller, Freedom 178 .._,! 
Ballard, Welcom 181 Campbell, Michael 182 Day, joshua 189 Fuller, Pliney B. 188 
Barnes, Enoch 181 Canfield, John M. 173 Dear, George 186 Fuller, Russell 178 
Barris, Wm. 189 Cantbull, James 182 Dear, Jonathan 176 Fuller, Samuel 178 
Barrows, Samuel 192 Cantbull, Patrick 182 DeCamp, S. G. J. 192 Fulsom, Nathaniel 187 
Batchelor, Susannah 183 Carley, Adna 189 Denison, Leonard 187 
Bates, Bradford 192 Carley, Jonathan 189 Dennis, John 188 Gaines, William 193 
Bates, Isaac S. 175 Carley, Quartus 189 Detachment 193 Galeway, Wm. 187 
Bates, Merrick M. 192 Carol, Levi 182 Dewey, Demas 176 Galway, Charles 177 
Bates, Peter 0. 176 Case, Ashbel 190 Dewolf, Rachel 187 Gardner, Alpha 190 
Bates, Sally 192 Case, Levi 188 Dichue, Henry 173 Gardner, David 186 
Beardsley, Chauncey 189 Case, Timothy 181 Dickey, John 0. 174 Gardner, Henry 186 
Beardsley, Isaac 189 Castle, Andrew 193 Dickinson, David 187 Gardner, Jacob 181 
Bedwell, Jacob 188 Catlin, Amos 174 Dimmick, Richard 189 Gardner, Jonathan 185 
Beebee, Richard 194 Catlin, Joel 177 Doland, Edward 189 Gill , Whitford 193 
Belcher, Calvin 177 Chamberlin, Sterno 186 Dorchester, John 174 Gillet, Horace 193 
Belcher, Elnathan 178 Chandler, Walter 191 Dority , John 180 Gilmore, Mary 186 
Benjamin, Charles 179 Chase, Roswell 177 Doty, Peter 176 Gladwin, Wm. 187 
Benjamin, Jonas 179 Cheney, John 176 Dougan, Wm. 178 Godard , Rhoda 187 
Benjamin, Wm. 180 Childs, Calvin B. 187 Drake, Tamar 175 Godfrey, Caleb 177 
Bennet, Daniel 181 Clark, Almarene 190 Drig, John 185 Goodale, Banjamin 177 
Bennett, Russell 181 Clark, Festus 173 Dunbar, John 175 Gould, James L. 183 
Bidwell, Philander 194 Clemons, John 177 Dutcher, Noah 192 Gowon, Samuel E. 189 
Blanchard, Stephen 184 Clinton, Robert 174 Earl, Sanford 175 Gragg, David 177 
Blincoe, John 175 Clitz, John 192 Graves, Henry 183 
Blodget, Aaron 192 Cole, Claudius 183 Eaton, Joshua 185 Graves, Luther 180 
Blodget, Caleb 191 Cole, Garret 186 Elmore, Franklin 187 Gray, Alfred 182 
Blodget, Gustavus 191 Cole, John 180 Emerson, Wm. 173 Green, James 179 
Bloss, David 176 Coleman, Richmond 182 Erwin, Ira I. 183 Green, Sarah 179 
Bludd, Sewell 179 Comings, Joseph 174 Everett, Joel 173 Greenfield, Robert 182 
Blyn, Proster 187 Comstock, Stephen 176 Greenleaf, Thomas L. 173 -.....__./ 

Bosworth, Rufus 194 Conlin, John 176 Farwell, Isaac 186 Griffen, Daniel 185 
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Griswold, Israel 181 Johnson, Henry 176 Metcalf, Henry 190 Phillips, Jonathan 183 
Grow, Abigail 180 Joiner, Esel 183 Miller, Abijah 194 Phillips, Joseph 180 
Grow. Oliver 184 Juel, Lewis 184 Miller, Chester 187 Piper, Stephen 180 
Gun, John 182 Miller, Gilbert 194 Piper, Sylvester 179 
Guthrie, Alfred 179 Kilmore, Henry 188 Miller, Horace 194 Piper, Thomas 179 
Guthrie, Edwin 177 Kimbell, Joseph 176 Millington, David 174 Post, Thomas 191 
Guthrie, Samuel 177 Kinney, Alvey 185 Mills, George 190 Potter, Anson 184 

Knight, Joel 189 Minor, Samuel 174 Potter, Erastus 184 
H. Company U.S. Army 193 Minor, Thomas 178 Potter, Frederick 184 
Hacket, Abner 192 Ladd, Elisha 194 Miron, Michael 184 Potter, John 184 
Hall, Daniel 191 Ladd, Laffett 194 Moffat, Andrew C. 180 Powers, Abraham 181 
Hall, Ira 193 Ladd, Nathan 194 Money, Michael 176 Puffer, Phinas 174 
Hall, Thomas 175 Lawton. John 178 Moore, Veranus, Jr. 191 Putney, Reuben H. 173 
Hanson, B. F. 193 Lee, George 178 Moors, Abraham 181 
Hare, Daniel 182 Lemon, James 194 More. Amos 191 Ramsey, Allen 189 
Harlow, Daniel 186 Lemon, Levi 188 More, James 192 Randall. Adolphus 190 
Harlow, Joshua 186 Lemon, noah 194 More, Veranus 192 Randall, Thomas 182 
Harris, Alvin 190 Leon, Edward 191 Morehouse, Marcus 185 Ransen, Owen 192 
Haskill, Truman W. 175 Leonard, Isaac 194 Morgan, John 193 Read, Daniel 174 
Hasler, Miram 173 Lewis, John 173 Morgan, Richard 179 Read, Elisha 191 
Hastings, Zenus 175 Liler, Hiram 181 Morgan, Richard 182 Record, Christopher 173 
Hayes, John 184 Lincoln, Calvin 176 Morton, Harvey 180 Reed, Oyer 178 
Hef, Peter 190 Lisk, Andrew 180 Mossman, Martin I. 189 Reed, Simon 191 
Helmer, Calvin 175 Livermore, Elisha 183 Mossworth, Moses 175 Reed, Simon, Jr. 191 
Heniman, Simon 194 Livermore, Solomon 183 Mott, Benjamin 180 Remick, Samuel 175 
Herrick, Daniel 184 Loomis, Thomas 176 Murray, Joseph 189 Rich, Solomon 192 
Higby, D. A. 193 Losee, Margaret 186 Nellis, Samuel 178 Rickerson, Stephen 192 
Hillins, Isaac 183 Luff, Joseph 176 Riead, Garret B. 178 
Hills, Harriet 173 Luff, Sarah 176 Newell, Origin 178 Ripley, Benjamin 184 
Hinds, Thomas 181 Luif, Edwin 185 Newell, Seth P. 178 Ripley, Charles 183 
Hodges, Solomon 182 Lyon, leander 188 Newell, Seth P., Jr. 178 Robbins, Austin •190 
Hoffman, Wm. 192 Nicholds, Robert 186 Robbins, Solomon 190 
Holbrook, James 180 Mack, Ralph 191 Nichols, Elijah 177 Roberson, Robert 186 
Holloway, Charles 185 Mack, Samuel A. 191 Robins, Joshua .190 
Holloway, Daniel 193 Mack, Solomon 185 Odes, John 174 Robins, Oliver 190 
Holloway, Samuel 193 Maginnis, Robert 183 O'Neil, Henry 187 Robinson , Charles 193 
Hooker, Samuel F. 174 Manley, Asa 191 Osborn, Alonzo 178 Robinson, Nathan 177 
Hooper, David 188 Manon, Benjamin 193 Robinson, Samuel 180 
Hooper, Richard 181 Manwell, Philip 174 Pack, Rufus 179 Root, Amos 183 
Hooper, Wm., Jun. 188 Marsh, Samuel 173 Paine, Wm. L. 180 Root, Eliakim 179 
Hovey, Abel 189 Martin, Lukes 176 Paine, Worden 180 Rowelson, Elizabeth 187 
Howard, James 173 Mathews, Moses 177 Pannel, James 174 Rowley, Washington 175 
Hubbard, Almon 188 Matterson, Benjamin 180 Park, Johnson 180 Rugg, Wm. 182 
Hubbard, Epephus 191 Matterson, Elisha 184 Parker, Milton 181 Russiger, Samuel 181 
Hubbard, Leonard 190 Matterson, Foster 184 Parmiter, Stephen 187 
Hubbard, Mabel 188 Matthews, Thomas 175 Patrick, Henry 184 Sacket, Edward 173 
Hugal, Charles 193 Mayo, Thomas 187 Patrick, James 184 Savage, John 183 
Hughes, John 176 McClary, John 190 Pease, Edward 191 Sawtell, Chester 187 
Hugunin, Robert 177 McDonald, Wm. 183 Pease, Wm. 191 Sawyer, Benjamin 190 
Humphries, Jonas 187 McDowell, John 176 Penrose, J. W. 192 Sawyer, Elias B. 189 
Hunt, John 179 McEvoy, John 193 Peoples, James 191 Scobell, Richard 185 

McGuin, Daniel 173 Perkins, Augustus A. 175 Scovill, Abijah 184 
lnglehart, Ira 181 McKee, Alexander 185 Perry, Richard 174 Scrogins, George 173 

McKee, Appleton 185 Pervey, James 187 Seamon, David 175 
Jackson, Austin 178 McKee, Jason 185 Peterson, Jacob 181 Sergeants, John 184 
Jackson, Ebenezer 191 McKee, John H. 185 Peterson, Turner 191 Sergeants, Wm. 184 
Jackson, Emerson 178 McMullin, Mary 175 Petit, Wm. 177 Shannard , Francis 193 
James, Josiah 178 McMullin, Rankin 193 Phelps, Hannah 175 Sibbeson, David 174 
Jenison, John 187 McWain, Josiah 190 Phelps, Jason 186 Skyler, Abram 185 
Jenks, James L. 177 McWain, Samuel 192 Phelps, John W. 190 Slocum, Charles 173 
Jennings, Elijah 179 Merrills, Henry 185 Phillips, Charles 184 Sloman, Edward 176 
Jewett, Abram 176 Merrills, Hiram 185 Phillips, Chauncey 183 Smith, Alexander L. 182 
Jewett, Nathan 183 Merriman, James L. 179 Phillips, Ebenezer 181 Smith, Asael 187 
Johnson, George 186 Metcalf, Francis 189 Phillips, Elijah 180 Smith, Asahel 193 
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Smith, David 
Smith, Gorgen 
Smith, J. R. 
Smith, Jedediah 
Smith, Job 
Smith, John 
Smith, John 
Smith, Lucy 
Smith, Wm. 
Smith, Wm. 
Snowden, Samuel F. 
Sole, Edmund 
Sonedley, Moses R. 
Spalding, Evander 
Spaulding, Heman 
Spencer, Solomon 
Spicer, Daniel 
Spicer, Eli 
Spicer, John 
Spicer, Nelson 
Spicer, Thomas D. 
Spicer, Wm. 
St. John, Johnson 
Steams, George 
Stedmons, Solomon 
Steel, Edward 
Steel, Hiram 
Steele, Jeduthum 
Sterling, Erastus 
St~rling , Joseph 
Stevenson, Daniel 
Stevenson, John 
Stevenson, Seymour 
Stewart, James 
Stodard, Mary 
Stone, Harry 
Storey, Freedom 
Stow, Marcellus 
Stowell, Wm. 
Studson, Baker 
Studson, Nathan 
Sumner, Edwin N. 
Sutleff, Hepzebeth 
Swift, David 
Swift, Heman 
Symonds, Chester C. 

Tarrint, Thomas 
Taylor, David 
Taylor, Elias 
Terrey, Wm. 
Thompson, John 
Thompson, William 
Thumb, Esther 
Tift, Jonathan 
Tillotson, John 
Tisdale, George L. 
Tobrin, Thomas 
Toby, Philo 
Torrey, Julius 
Townsend, Wm. 
Towsley, Eli 
Tryon , Luther 
Tryon, Wm. 

190 Tumer,Johnson 
190 Tyler, Rufus 
192 Tyler, Sylvenus 
188 
173 Van Hoser, John 
191 Vaughn, Morell 
192 Vaughn, Wm. 
190 Vinna, Philip 
177 
186 Waite, Abel 
187 Waldo, Daniel 
187 Waldo, Hannah 
189 Wallace, John 
181 Wallace, Samuel 
191 Wallen, John 
188 Ward, Adam 
193 Ward, Harvey 
193 Waring, Hannah 
189 Warren , Lydia 
194 Warren, Ramiler 
188 Warren, Thomas W. 
189 Warren, Wm. 
175 Washburn, Dyer 
182 Washburn, Robert 
177 Washburn, Schuyler 
190 Waterman, Anna 
173 Waters, Samuel 
173 Watson, Anthony 
183 Way, Bethwell 
178 Webb, Silas 
179 Webb, Wm. 
179 Wescott, James 
191 Wescott, Shubel 
177 Westcott, Aruna 
185 Westcott, Parmer 
188 Wheat, Aaron 
183 Whitcomb, Moses 
173 White, David 
192 White, Samuel 
184 Whiteker, Wm. 
192 Whitemore, Eber 
192 Whitney, Daniel 
176 Wilder, David 
175 Wilder, Ephraim 
175 Wilder, Ephraim, Jr. 
185 Wilder, Jonathan 

Wilder, Mary 
181 Wilder, Samuel 
194 Wilder, Ward 
194 Willard, Ruth 
183 Wilt, Wm. 
183 Winch, John 
174 Winner, David 
186 Witmore, Moses 
188 Wood, Levi 
180 Wood, Samuel 
174 Woodard, Jonathan 
182 Woollsey, James 
182 Worden, John 
178 Wright, Beriah 
192 Wright, Eunice 
180 
177 Yard, Archibald 
185 Youngs, John 
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188 
188 

181 
178 
177 
188 

184 
185 
186 
189 
186 
185 
183 
186 
173 
184 
184 
179 
178 
191 
190 
190 
176 
191 
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179 
194 
190 
173 
178 
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189 
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183 
175 
174 
190 
175 
178 
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194 
194 
180 
180 
180 
194 
182 
192 
182 
189 
182 
181 
182 
174 
179 
178 
189 
183 

186 
182 

Raymo 

More Queries 
(Following page 23) 

I am seeking death/burial information on Jeremiah 
RAYMO. At age 90 he was found in the St. Alban's 
list on 28 Feb 1922, traveling from his home in New­
burgh, Ontario, to live with his grandson, Archibald 
HAMEL at 330 Engine St., Watertown. I do not find 
Jeremiah in the 1925 State census with Archiblad, so 
it's likely he passed away between 1922 & 1925. 
Jeremiah was Catholic. His daughter, Emily, married 
Stanislaus HAMEL 19 Nov 1879 at Camden, Adding­
ton County, Ontario. I'd be happy to communicate 
with anyone regarding these people . 
Thanks for your time, Elaine Raymo 

Crane 

PO Box 5014 
Dearborn, Ml 48128 

eraymo@sbcglobal. net 

I need help gathering information on my maternal 
great, great grandparents, Charles Agustus Crane 
(from Toledo, Ohio) and Mary A Hill-Crane (the 
daughter of Ellis Hill of Lyme Township, Jefferson 
County, NY). They were married on October 12, 
1847. The 1840 U.S. Census lists an Ellis Hill in 
Lyme Township. At that time, he had eight child ren 
ages "Under 5" to 20 years old. His occupation was 
listed as "manufacturing and trade." I would greatly 
appreciate any information your Society members 
could provide regarding Ellis Hill and his family, espe­
cially his daughter, Mary A Hill . I would also be inter­
ested in any 1700s to 1800s period information about 
Lyme Township (Brownville) or the surrounding area. 
Thank you very much for your assistance. 

Powers, Crabb 

John Athanson, Captain, USN (Ret.) 
815 McBryde Drive 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 

This is a tough one. Who is Charles Powers? I have 
a question about the Peter J. Crabb family as it re­
lates to a Charles Powers. Peter Crabb 1850 lives in 
Jefferson County somewhere. In the coming cen­
suses he had a son Charles whose age closely 
matches my Charles Powers in 1860, 1870, and 
1880 . Peter moves to Norfolk St. Lawrence County in 
the 1850's. It would appear that his son Charles born 
in the late 1850's or 1860 marries Minnie Fullerton. 
They reside in Seneca Falls for the rest of their lives. 
I went to the Sanderson Funeral Home in Seneca 
Falls to obtain death records only to learn that Charles 
"Powers" death record very specifically shows his 
father as Peter J. Crabb! Did Charles change his 
name after age twenty as the census never shows a 
Powers in the Crabb household? Did the Crabb fam­
ily withhold his real name. Was Charles adopted? 
Did the census just miss him as a Powers all along. 
Who is Charles Powers? Thanks, Jim 

125 Washburn Rd. 
Gansevoort, NY 12831 
jimjudy2@verizon. net 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Letters may be sent snail mail.· 
Aunty jeff, c/o Dixon, 15407 Dixon Rd., 

Clayton NY 13624 
or E-mail nandixon@Gisco.net 

Dear Aunty Jeff 
Where is "Upstate New York" to you? I ask this be­
cause people living in greater New York City area 
think of "Upstate" as NYC to Albany. I have most al­
ways used the term "Northern NY State" when refer­
ring to the area north of the Mohawk River & Erie Ca­
nal from Albany to Syracuse. 

Florence 
Dear Florence, 
Chris Andr1e, who maintains a website devoted to up­
state New York Genealogy, maintains for the purposes 
of his site, that upstate New York is all of the state out­
side of the five boroughs of New York City and Nassau 
and Suffolk counties on Long Island. Aunty Jeff dif­
fers. She feels, as she believes most Northern New 
Yorkers do, that the area of Jefferson, St. Lawrence, 
Lewis, Franklin and Clinton Counties comprise North­
ern New York, and upstate, as in the Upstate Medical 
Center in Syracuse, is south of that area. Northern 
New York is a term familiar to most residents of Jeffer­
son County. 
Aunty Jeff. 

COMPUTER CORNER 
When he noticed a message "Contains Magnetic Me­
dia-Please do not X-Ray" on a package holding a CD, 
he just had to look it up to verify that CDs are OPTI­
CAL media, not MAGNETIC media. 

He searched until he found "X-RAY MACHINES: Com­
pact disks do not use magnetic technology to store the 
data and unlike floppy disks, are not affected by the X­
ray machines in airports.· That wasn't good enough 
for him, so he found a bulletin put out by the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, called Special 
Publication 500-252. The NIST is the federal version 
of NYS's Division of Weights and Measures. 
http: I lwww . it I. n i st. gov/d iv 89 5/carefo rd i sc/ 
CDandDVDCareandHandlingGuide.pdf 
He told us we should read the whole thing, as it was 
pretty interesting, but he included the pertinent ex­
cerpt. 5.1.5 Magnetism, X-rays, Microwaves, and Ra­
diation. 

The effects on optical discs of magnetism, X-rays, mi­
crowaves, and radiation can be summarized as fol­
lows: 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjefrer/jeffsoc.btm 

1. Magnetism should have no effect on CDs or DVDs. 
2. X-ray exposure (e.g. from airport detectors) will not 
harm optical discs. 
3: Microwaves in a microwave oven will destroy a 
d1sc. (It may also destroy your microwave oven be­
cause of the metal in the disc.) 
4. Information on the effects of radiation is currently 
available from testing done in connection with the U.S. 
Postal Service's irradiation of mail to counter bioterror­
ism threats. COs and DVDs have been tested at ex­
posure levels of 60 to 300 kilogreys of radiation. Ac­
cording to the results, disc data were unaffected by the 
radiation; the packaging and discs themselves, how­
ever, showed some discoloration and had a burnt­
substance odor. There were no traces of residual ra­
diation on any of the packages or discs (High-Tech 
Productions, no date). 

How many of you have used the Northern New York 
Library Network's page of Northern New York Histori­
cal Newspapers? Go to http://news.nnyln.net/ to view 
an impressive list of newspapers which might or might 
not have that obit that has been eluding you. 

The online collection currently consists of more than 
250,000 pages from fifteen newspapers. To search a 
particular newspaper, click on the title. Each title 
opens in a new window. Although none of them are 
from Jefferson County, the surrounding areas are cer­
tainly covered. Listed are papers from Akwesasne, 
Canton, Elizabethtown, Fort Covington, Fulton, Low­
ville, Malone, Plattsburg, Saranac Lake and Ticonder­
oga. None are current papers, but they reach back to 
1811 for the Plattsburg Republican to 2002 for the Ak­
wesasne Indian Time. 

For those familiar with the Jefferson County GenWeb­
Site, the Northern New York Library Network's click 
has been on the Library page all along. Just never 
thought to explore it. Go to http://www.rootsweb.com/ 
-nyjeffer/librv.htm and browse. 

Mark Wentling reminds us that regarding Google 
searches, in case some folks aren't aware, you can 
put quotation marks around multiple words to have 
them treated as a phrase and thereby filter less-­
relevant results out of your results. This is a good trick 
for finding names, just be sure to search both inverted 
and uninverted forms like "Nan Dixon" and "Dixon 
Nan" to get mentions in sentence context as well a~ 
from organized lists. 

And since we have mentioned Mark, if you have any 
interest in Hounsfield at all, you need to look at his site 
at http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/county/jefferson/ 
hounsfield/index.html , where you will find census re­
cords for 1810, 1820, 1830, 1840, 1850, 1855, 1865, 
and 1880. He has a wealth of material on a very at­
tractive site. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Camps Mills Schoolhouse No. 5 (above) is one of four one-room schools built of limestone donated by 
Elisha Camp from his quarry at Chaumont in the 1830's. Below left is the Episcopal Church, Sackets Har­
bor and is the oldest church building in Jefferson County. The corner stone was laid in 1823, building fin­
iS:hed in 1832. Below right is the East Hounsfield Christian Church, founded in 1820-21, built in 1844. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail : JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Queries 
Send Queries to: Jerry W_ Davis, POB 275, Clayton, NY 13624; maridavis@aol.com; Subject: Informer Query 
(Some readers don't have internet access. Please include mailing address & phone numbers as well as emaiL) 

Wilkie 
I descend from Olive Wilkie Cullen (1804-1895), 
daughter of Matthew Wilkie ( c.1770-1860) and Phebe 
-?- (c.1778-1859); parentage not proved, but given the 
ages at the deaths of Olive, Matthew and Phebe, it 
looks good! She married John Cullen (1811-1872)_ 
They resided in Jefferson County as a married couple 
from about 1835 to 1854. Their first child was born 
there in 1839, their last in 1853. They moved to She­
boygan County, Wisconsin , in 1854 with some of 
John's family. Wilkies, however, tended to move to 
Illinois at that time. Olive, I suspect, lived in Jefferson 
County all her life until then (except for trips back to 
New England to visit with Matthew's and Phebe's fami­
lies). 
I would like to prove Olive's parentage. Her obituary 
said she had a brother, Frank Wilkie (which I believe 
is an incorrect name) and sister, Mrs. Davis (Almira 
Wilkie, I believe), still living in 1895. 

Goodrich 

Sincerely, 
Katherine Cullen King 

703-799-0970 
kcking@cox.net 

I'm looking for the best local history of Jefferson 
County, NY that would cover the earliest times to at 
least 1900. I have ancestors from Orleans, Lafarge­
ville, and one from Stone Mills. They were the Good­
rich family-Bailey Goodrich (died in 1838), Nelson 
G. (who married Catherine Snell), then Lewis Cass G. 
who moved to WA state in the late 1800's with my 
great grandmother, Martha Mary Goodrich. 
There may be Goodrich's or Snells in Jeff. county 
that I'm related to. My mom was a part of the SneiV 
Bush reunion thing. But, remember I'm looking for a 
really good history book of the Jeff. county area for 
background insight into life in those days. Like, why 
Lewis Cass Goodrich stopped farming in the late 
1880's or early 1890's in Jeff. county, left all his family 
(Nelson Goodrich, etc) in Theresa and Orleans and 
went across country to WA state. Drought? Bad 
economy? 
I'd like to fill in my geneaology with info about the his­
tory they lived through. 
Here's my SRIDAR documented lineage for info, using 
Goodrich Family in America, by Case, 1889, and Fed 
Census, Birth Certs, etc. 
Jan DeWitt 
JoAnn Coyle I Donn DeWitt 
Evelyn Rice I Frank Coyle 
Martha Mary Goodrich I John Rice 
Lewis Cass Goodrich I Mary Bowles 
Nelson Goodrich I Catherine Snell 
Bailey Goodrich I Eunice Smith 
Micah Goodrich I Elisabeth Hills Thanks, 

Jan David DeWitt 
711 Turwi/1 Lane 

Kalamazoo, Ml 49006 
269-381-5009 

Oo the Web: bttp:/lrootsweb.coml~nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Roberts 
Planning a spring visit to Jefferson County. Would like 
to spend some time researching ancestors of Kenneth 
Roberts, b 2/2/1911 at Carthage, NY to Frederick 
Roberts b 4/13/1880 Carthage, NY and Lena 
(Bellan?) b abt 1881 Mantra! Canada. Kenneth was 
in St Patrick's Orphanage, Coffeen St. Watertown by 
1915 and was prior to 1920 where he shows up in 
Massachusetts census. _ Jefferson County GenWeb 
pages offer some very helpful suggestions on places 
to visit Would love to know more about these fami­
lies. Kenneth was my grandfather. 

Perkins 

Dave Me Tigue 
dmct@verizon. net 

I have been looking for the following people and their 
parents. Their surname is Perkins. 
1. Adaline born before 1800 married a Mr. Hau­
verman, 2 daughters 1. Phebe L born 14 June, 1828 
in Antwerp, New York. It is believed the second 
daughter was named Rebecca. (I have found some 
information about a Rebecca Jennie Hauverman) 
The girls parents died about 1844-1845. 1845 is when 
Phebe went to Pa to live with her Aunt 
2. Tiley born 14 May 1800 married Gurdon Crooks 
moved to Pa. Tiley died Jan. 1883 in Erie county Pa. 
3. Elihu Stuart born April 1803 died Sept 1885 in Lone 
Tree. Johnson County, Iowa (this is my relative). · 
4. Eliab 
5. Solomon born abt 1805 
All of these siblings were raised in Antwerp New York 
(Black River County it was called by some of their 
Relatives.) 
In a letter from Elihus oldest daughter, she th inks their 
great grandmother was born aboard a ship coming 
from Ireland. This name was Bennett, and there was 
also a Stuart or (Stewart). 

Clark, Ingerson, Scofield 

Sincerely, 
Pat (Perkins) Shockey 

P. 0 . Box 287 
Wilton, CA 95693-0287 

Searching for information on the following early set­
tlers in the Town of Leray, Jefferson County, NY: Sur­
names include: CLARK, INGERSON, SCOFIELD. 
Abigail Clark Ingerson (1746-1837) widow of Jona­
than Ingerson of Saratoga County; dau., Phebe Ing­
erson (1783-1862) who married Benson Clark (1780-
1828); dau., Abigail Ingerson (1767-1861) who mar­
ried Elisha Scofield (1784-1859). Abigail, Phebe and 
Phebe's son, Nelson; are buried in Evans Mill Old 
Cemetery. Am willing to share information. This family 
group came from Westchester County; then settled in 
Saratoga County before migrating to Jefferson County 
ca. 1812. 

E Cornish 
3166 State St. Apt 2, 
Caledonia, NY 14423 

clark49rr@aol.com 
(More Queries on Page 20) 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, llcrkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13601 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O. Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315)387-2155 

genealogist 13083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
P.O. Box220 

Belleville, NY 13611 
jrhodes@bluefrognet.net 

Deanna Vosburgh Smith 
I 02 Lafayette Street 

Palatine Bridge, NY 13428 
dee48@citlink.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
( JCI\"YGS ) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JCNYGS To Publish 
Pedigree Charts Vol. 2 

The JCNYGS plans to publish a second volume of 
pedigree charts. We are asking that those who 
have a Jefferson County, NY connection and 
whose pedigrees were not published in Volume 1 
submit their most up-to-date pedigree chart for 
publication in Volume 2. We will give preference to 
those charts which have been computer gener­
ated, but legible hand-written charts will also be 
accepted. We ask that the ped igrees be limited to 
2 pages and that the submitters name and address 
should appear on each chart. Submitting the chart 
implies permission to publish. Send as soon as 
possible to: Phyllis Putnam 

P. 0. Box 58 
Chaumont, NY 13622 

phyllis@putnamfam ily.com 

Available 
On CD 

Every Name 
Index 

To the Informers Through 
2004 for $7 

Or $10 if mailing is required 

1994-1997 
Informers 
$20 or $23 if 

mailing is required 
AI Seymour 

11 0 Marian Drive 
Mattydale, NY 13211 

al@seymour.net 
(If you buy both COs, only 

a single $3 Mail fee!) 
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Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

I am enclosing an old photograph of Florie SMALL 
which was taken at the Gervey Studio in Watertown. 
I've attempted to locate someone from the family so 
that the photograph could be returned to them; how­
ever, I was not successful. 
I am passing the photograph along to your group in 
hopes that you might be able to locate someone from 
the family and see that it is shared with them. I re-
cover these treasures as a hobby and ask only to be 
reimbursed for my expenses if possible. 
Reimbursement will allow me to continue to recover 
items and reunite them with family. In this case my 
total expenses would be $7.00; this includes the price 
I paid for the photograph, a mailing envelope, and 
postage. 
I hope that you will be able to reunite the photograph 
with family in addition to sharing it with others in your 
community. 

Shelley Cardiel 
11502 NE 9oth St 

Kirkland, WA 98033 
cardiels@comcast. net 

Email Correction 

For Carol Rooksby Weidlich 
Corrected is crw020551@earthlink.net 

Update your December Informer directory 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Henderson Historical Society, Henderson NY will open 
for the season May 15. They held a pre-opening open 
house May 1, in appreciation of their many volunteers 
and helpers. May 1 also celebrates their 10th year of 
operation. All historical and genealogical societies of 
Jefferson county were invited. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

March Meeting 

Library Director Barbara Wheeler gave our group a 
tour of the remodeled library. Part of the former gene­
alogy room will become the microfilm room. Presently 
there are three reader/printers available. The library 
would like to have more. For now, the microfilm and 
readers are located at the extreme left of the reference 
area, between the new Genealogy Room and The 
Board Room, which has not changed. The former Dil­
lenbech Room, which had been used as a community 
meeting room, is now the Genealogy Room. The ma­
terials that had previously been locked in the New 
York State room are now available on the shelves of 
the Reference Room, which is the entire open area of 
the Second Floor. The New York State Room is now 
the ATTAIN Lab, where classes are held to teach such 
things as how to use Heritage Quest, how to write a 
resume, how to type on a keyboard, how to do email, 
etc. 

On the first floor, or entry level of the library, the area 
formerly housing the reference section is now a Chil­
dren's Room. In addition to child height bookshelves, 
this area has a place for crafts and a separate Story 
Room. Next to this is the Young Adult Room, and at 
the back of the former Children's Section are the com­
puters. The rest rooms have also been remodeled. 
The Circulation Desk remains in the same place as it 
has been. The reading room is also untouched at this 
time. This summer the historic rooms of the library will 
undergo repairs and refurbishing as part of Phase 2 of 
the library's remodeling project. 

The Lower Level houses the library's Adult Collection, 
both fiction and non-fiction. There are places to plug 
in laptops and WI-FI is available throughout the build­
ing. The raised section of this space will house an 
ongoing book sale. 

Overall, the changes to the library are impressive. 
While work continues, most of the library's materials 
are still easily accessible. 

Flower Memorial Library 

Oo the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Evans Mills 
High School 1926 

(Picture on Cover) 

First Row, from the left: Margaret Rogers, Vivian Waa­
ful, Bessie Barker, Alta Caird, Edna Augsbury, Ida 
Kellr, Eceil Palmer, Grace Byrnes, Frances Borland, 
Hazel Doxtater. Second Row: Donald Cool, Cscar 
Schlappi, Richard Cooke, George Smith, Harold Cas­
sell, Charles Schlappi, Charlie Stewart, Vilas 
Lingenfelter, Robert Waits, Floyd Henderson. Third 
row: Ruth Aubertine, Elizabeth Shurtleff, Arlene Kel­
lar, Cornelia Hotis, Olive Kirker, Eleanor Neuroth, Ella 
Reed, Amabel Calhoun, Mary Laksmith, Florence Lin­
gerfelter, Lillian Schlappi, Helen Farnell, Fannie Nich­
ols, Inez Sheldon. Fourth row: Wesley Emberly, Har­
old Van Allen , Leon Byrnes, Earl Henderson, Stanley 
Hicks, Kenneth Hotis, Hollis Canell, Carl Angerer, 
Madison Farrell, George Cool, Earl Carey, Earl Au­
clair, William Baum, Lewis Fredenburg, Charlie Bates, 
Raymond Cool. Fifth row,: Donald VanBrocklin, Edna 
Buskirk, Oleta Potter, Beatrice Rogers, Madelyn 
Hawn, Alma Riordan, Iva Waggoner, Jessie Buskirk, 
Bertha Riordan, Professor Everett Bill. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCNYGS 
Minutes of March 13, 2006 Meeting 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

Vice President Jerry Davis called the meeting to order 
at 6:30 on March 13, 2006. Twenty-four people were 
present as we met in the former genealogy room at 
Flower Memorial Library. The minutes of the Decem­
ber meeting were read and approved, motion by 
Clancy Hopkins, 2nd by Pauline Zach. The treasurer's 
report was read by Hollis Dorr and encompassed 
January through March. The report was approved on a 
motion by Dan Grant, 2nd by Bill Dixon. A copy of the 
report is attached. 

New members, Lynn Thornton and Maureen O'Don­
nell, were introduced by Phyllis Putnam. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Clancy Hopkins 
reported that he had received a few queries, a request 
from the Dewitt County Illinois Genealogical Society to 
send them our society newsletter if they send us theirs, 
a notice that Lynn Thornton is now the Historian of 
Champion, and a notice that the Central NY Genea­
logical Society is now meeting in DeWitt. 
REPOSITORY COMMITTEE: Nan Dixon reported that 
they are meeting later this month to continue organiz­
ing the materials in the Society's repository. 
PUBLICITY: Phyllis Putnam reported that she had 
sent out the usual meeting announcements. 
PROGRAM: Phyllis announced that the speaker for 
our April meeting will be Julia Gosier. We will meet in 
the Flower library, but which room is uncertain. The 
May speaker has not been determined, but in June 
Joyce Cook from Fulton will talk about the value of dia­
ries in genealogical research. 
MEMBERSHIP: Clancy reported that the numbers stay 
about the same, a few new members join and a few 
old members drop out 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: Bill Dixon reported that 
the topic of the next issue is the Town of LeRay. This 
issue will complete the series on the towns of Jeffer­
son County with the 1855 map. Ideas are requested 
for topics for future issues of the Informer. The com­
mittee will meet March 23 at the Hawn Library in Clay­
ton to work on the May issue. Jean Coyne provided 
some materials on Evans Mills, and Tracy Robertson 
has created an alphabetical listing of the names in the 
1820, 1830, and 1840 censuses of the Town of LeRay. 
This gives the committee a good start on this issue. 
PUBLICATIONS: Index CD: AI Seymour has com­
pleted an index CD of the materials in our three bind­
ers of Genealogical Resources in Jefferson County 
Towns. It was decided that the Society would charge 
individuals $7 for a copy of the CD, but copies may be 
donated to organizations such as libraries. AI should 
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be reimbursed for his expenses in creating the COs 
and shipping them. 
Pedigree Book Volume 2: Phyllis Putnam reported 
that she has only received about 20 pedigrees for the 
new pedigree book. No consensus was reached re­
garding the number needed to begin publication of 
Volume 2. 
Pedigree Book Volume 1: Bill Dixon reported that 
we have more orders for Volume 1 of the Pedigrees, 
but no books to fill the orders. He made a motion that 
the society have Benjamin Printers produce 25 copies. 
He anticipates the books will be sold for $18 each, 
plus S&H. The motion was seconded by Jean Coyne 
and approved. 
Will Book: Hollis Dorr reported that he has sold at 
least 15 copies of the Will Book in the past few weeks. 
He estimates that we have sold a total of about 75 of 
the 150 books that were printed. Following the meet­
ing Pauline Zach took 6 of the books to sell, Hollis 
Dorr took 16 books, and Jean Coyne took 3. 

Will Book Volume 2: Doris Monterey mentioned that 
if someone will work with her, she will continue to ab­
stract the wills for a possible second volume of will 
abstracts. 

NEW BUSINESS: 1) Dr. Abel has given us the com­
plete text of his presentation to the Society at our De­
cember meeting. This will be kept in the Repository. 
Tracy Robertson has signed out the packet to study it. 
2) Clancy Hopkins reported that we will not have a 
booth at this year's Irish Festival. The organizers are 
requiring that each group have their own liability insur­
ance to participate. 3) The Flower library has a sub­
scription to the genealogical website, Heritage Quest. 
Anyone who has a library card can access this pro­
gram from home. Workshops in how to do this are 
available in the library's new Attain Lab. Clancy will 
try to set up a workshop for society members, but only 
1 0 people can use the lab at one time. Each class 
lasts about one hour. 4) Nan received information 
about a talk scheduled for 10 a.m. on April 6 at the 
Antique Boat Museum in Clayton. The topic is "The 
Lost Villages of the St. Lawrence: Their History, The 
Society That Preserves Their Memory and the Author 
Who Brings Them to Life.· 

Clancy Hopkins moved to adjourn, Bill Dixon sec­
onded the motion and all approved. The meeting 
ended at 7:15. 

Note that our society has opted to not have 
meetings during the winter months of Janu­
ary and February. As a result there have 
been no "What's Going on with JCNYGS" or 
"Minutes" from January and February meet­
ings in the Informer. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Henry Lawrence Zimmerman 
By Nancy Cioch 

Henry Lawrence Zimmerman was born at Manheim, 
NY January 1, 1750. He was the son of Lawrence 
Zimmerman (or Timmerman - the name was written 
with sometimes a Z and more often after the Revolu­
tion with a T.) Henry L. Timmerman married 1) Anna 
Failing 4 Dec 1770 and 2) Elizabeth Henrich Keller Oct 
26 1784. 

Durin~ the Revolution, Henry served as a private in 
the 1 and 2nd regiments of Tryon County Militia and 
had land bounty rights for his service. He made a de­
tailed pension deposition concerning his service during 
the Revolutionary War. He first enlisted 1 July 1775 at 
Fall Hill in Captain Yates's company, Colonel Ganse­
voort's regiment and they marched to Montreal. An­
other re-€nlistment lasted 5 months under Captain Ten 
Eyck and they marched to Quebec. He participated in 
the taking of St. Johns in Canada and fought in the 
battle of Chambley. He returned to Little Falls and was 
soon drafted to go to Ticonderoga under Colonel Cox. 
He was also drafted to blockade Wood Creek and was 
stationed for 2 weeks at the mouth of the Unadilla 
River. In 1777 he enlisted for six months under Cox 
and his lieutenant was his Uncle Henry Zimmerman by 
whom he was employed as a waiter. They marched 
against the western Indians and were in the Battle of 
Oriskany. In 1780, he enlisted under Captain Gray and 
was put into batteaux service on the Mohawk River for 
6 months and again for six months in 1781. 

Henry L. bought Lot 27 in the fourth allottment of the 
Royal Grant - land that was confiscated from Peter 
Johnson. The Royal Grant was just north of the Snell­
Zimmerman land grant, where many of his relatives 
had land. 
The town of Manheim Minute books notes that Henry 
L. Timmerman was among the highway workers 1797, 
1798, 1799, 1800, and 1801. The 1800 census lists 
Henry L. Timmerman with 1 male 16-26, 1 female un­
der 10, 1 female 16-26, and 1 female 26-45. The tax 
list for Manheim 1799 lists Henry L. Timmerman with 
real estate worth $465 and personal estate worth $40. 

Henry and his wife Elizabeth moved to the Town of 
LeRay, Jefferson County, NY in 1806. He sold his land 
in Manheim to Lorence Timerman and Jacob Timer­
man. They were the sons of his brother Jacob Law­
rence Timmerman who had been killed by the Indians, 
August 5, 1781. Henry and his family moved by cart to 
the Town of LeRay. The wheels of their cart were 
made by cutting off cross sections of logs. Henry's son 
Lawrence, who was 8 or 9 years old, caught small pox 
on the way, and their cart made riding hard for a sick 
child. The 1810 census lists Henry Timmerman at 
LeRay with 3 males under 10, 2 males 10-16, 1 male 
16-26, 1 male over 45, 1 female under 10, 1 female 

On tbe Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

16-26, 2 females 26-45, 1 female over 45. 

According to "Descendants of Lawrence Timmerman", 
the children of Henry and Elizabeth were: 
Maria Magdelena (Lany) b. 11 December 1785 
Henry L. , Jr. b. 19 June 1787 
Alida baptised 2 August 1789, died in infancy 
Susanna baptised 14 March 1792 
Anna/Nancy baptised 29 December 1793 
Lorence/Lawrence b. 8 March 1796 
Benjamin b. about 1798 
Olive b. about 1800 
Catharine b. 7 June 1801 

13 March 1821, Henry stated for his pension applica­
tion that he was a farmer and had no family except a 
wife aged 56 years. He listed his property as "1 cow, 8 
sheep, 1 loom and appendages, 2 trammels, 1 cake 
pan, 2 kitchen chairs, 1 table, 1 sett cups & saucers, 1 
sett knives & forks, 1 churn, 3 wooden pails, 1 tin pail, 
1 wire sive, 1 looking glass, 1 pewter bason, 8 earthen 
plates, 1 frying pan, 1 linen wheel, and 1 kneading 
trough." 

In the1830 census in Jefferson County, the household 
of Lawrence Timmerman had 1 male 80-90 and 1 fe­
male 60-70. Elizabeth Timmerman died September 
27, 1830 and Henry L. Timmerman died October 11 , 
1834. He was 84. They are buried in the LeRay Village 
Cemetery. Elizabeth and Henry had 9 children. At 
least four of the children moved west and settled in 
Indiana. Lawrence stayed in LeRay, Jefferson County. 

Sources: "Descendants of Lawrence Timmerman of 
The Mohawk Valley, New York" by Carolyn T. Siden­
ius, "The Eighteenth Century Zimmerman Family of 
the Mohawk Valley" by David Kendall Martin, and 
Family Lore 

Whitney Opera House-across from what is now 
(2006) Palmer's Store at the corner of the Dutch 

Settlement Road and Willow Street 
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Felts Mills is south 
of the Black River, 
in the Town of Rut­
land, not in LeRay. 

( 

~ ... I 
~ When Le Ray was originally established in 17 February 1806, parts of Alexandria and Wilna, and all of present Theresa, Antwerp and Philadelphia 
><: made up the town. This town is nearly in the middle of the county, and is surrounded by Theresa and Philadelphia on the northeast, Wilna and Cham­
~ pion on the southeast, Rutland and Watertown on the south, and Pamelia and Orleans on the west. Today nearly half of Le Ray, the southeast portion, 
~ lies within Fort Drum's military reservation. Black River forms its southern boundary, while Indian River and Pleasant Creek also flow through the town. 
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The Town of Antwerp was detached in 1810, part of Wilna in 1813, part of Alexandria, including Theresa and all of Philadelphia in 1821. Le Ray was 
named for the proprietor, James Le Ray de Chaumont. Many small communities were founded in Le Ray, some of which were swallowed up and extin­
guished by Fort Drum. As listed by historian Emerson, they included Le Raysville, Evans Mills, Slocumville, Sanford's Corners, Joachim, now an ar­
chaelogical site, Ingerson's Corners, Great Bend, named for the great bend of the Black River, Felts Mills, and Black River village. 
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Index to 1855 Map ofLeRay Township (page 6 & 7) 
By Don Dillenbeck, JCNYGS Member 

Column 1 consists of initial, column 2 is swname or main entry, column 3 indicates location of residents on the map. 
By dividing the town map into 5 parts, Don uses the letters L, E, R. A, Y already on the map as locators. 

lnitial(s) Surname Map Letter - J. Bashe (Bisha - France) E-North 
North/ A. Baum L-North 

South F. Baum L-North 
B.S.= !(Blacksmith Shop) L-North J. Baum L-North 
B.S.= !(Blacksmith Shop) L-North J. Bauman A-South 
B.S.= !{Blacksmith Shopj Sanfords Comers A. Bebee E-North 
B.S.= !{Blacksmith Shop) R-North R. Beckwith L-North 
Cath.Ch. !{Catholic Church) Evans Mills R. Beckwith L-North 
G.Yd.= Grave Yard) L-South R. Beckwith R-North 
G.Yd.= Grave Yard) Evans Mills R. Beckwith L-North 
G.Yd.= Grave Yard) Le Raysville s. Bennett Evans Mills 
G.M. = ICGrist Mill) R-North R.I. Bentley L-South 
G.M.= ICGrist Mill) R-South T. Benton Sanfords Comers 
P.O.= ICPost Office) Sanfords Comers Benton Sanfords Comers 
S&GMill ICSaw & Grist Mill) R-North M. Benway E-South 
S.M.= ICSaw Mill) L-North J. Bem L-South 
S.M.= ICSaw Mill) L-South J. Bettner R-North 
S.M.= ICSaw Mill) Evans Mills A. Birmingham E-South 
S.M.= ICSaw Mill) R-North J. Bisha R-North 
S.M.= ICSaw Mill) R-South Bishe E-North 
S.M.= ICSaw Mill) Le Raysville Mrs.N. Bishop L-North 
S.H.= ICSchool House) L-North BLACK RIVER E-South 
S.H.= !(School House) L-North E. Blank L-South 
S.H.= !{School House) L-South 0 . Blank L-South 
S.H.= !{School House) L-South C. Boardman L-South 
S.H. = School House) E-North E. Bodman L-North 
S.H.= School House) E-North Bold L-North 
S.H.= School House) E-South Box Factory Evans Mills 
S.H. = School House} E-South J. Boyer E-North 
S.H.= School Housel E-South J. Boyer E-North 
S.H.= School House) R-North J. Boyer R-North 
S.H.= School House) R-North J.B. Brown L-South 
S.H.= School Housel R-North A. Brownell A-North 
S.H.= School House) A-North B. Brownell A-North 
S.H. = School House) Y-North L. Bryant R-South 
W.S.= {Wagon Shop) E-North w.c. Burdick E-South 
W.S.= {Wagon Shop) Evans Mills J.A. Burhans Evans Mills 
E. Allen L-South S.F. Burhans R-North 
J. Amond L-South P. Bur1<ans R-North 
D. Anstra? L-North Carpenter L-South 
J. Anthony Evans Mills E. F. Carter L-North 
J. Anthony !.A-North E. Chamberlain L-South 
N. Anthony L-South F.? Chamberlain L-South 
0. Anthony R-North E. Chapin A-North 
w. Anthony A-North C. Charlesworth E-North 

Anthony's heirs E-North Mrs. Chautty R-North 

M. Armstrong L-South C.D. Child E-South 

M. Bannister L-South J. Child A-North 

S.W. Barber E-South w. Child A-North 

R. Barnes R-North E. Childs R-South 

S. Sames E-North J. Childs E-South 

Barre L-South J. Childs R-South 

F. IBarton R-South M. Childs R-South 

©J efferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 



May2006 INFORMER Page9 

S. Childs R-South J. Filer L-South 

T. Childs E-South M. Files L-North 

T. Childs R-South C. Flint R-North 

S. Christy E-South C. Flint R-North 

N. Clark L-South 0 . Flint R-North 

N. Clar1< E-South L. Fortune Le Raysville 

W.L. Clar1< L-North L. Fortune Le Raysville 

w. Clark B.S. (BlackSmith) L-North J.M. Fox E-North 

Mrs. Cline L-North S. Frame L-North 

B. Clock L-North O.P. Frazier L-South 

Coffin E-South G. Fredenburgh R-South 

B. Cole L-North Freeman's Hotel A-South 

C. Cole L-South Friends R-South 

U. Collier R-South B. Fuller L-South 

D. Comstock A-North 
B. Fuller L-South 

Comstock IY-North 
0. Fuller L-South 

Fuller 
F. Converse Y-North 

T.M. E-North 
Fuller jn. 

H. Coon lA-North 
0. L-South 

J.O. Gale L-North 
S. Coon Y-North 

A. Gardner A-North 
V. Coon A-South 

A. Gardner A-North 
R. Cooper Sanfords Comers 

D. Gardner A-North 
Cooper E-South V. G. Gardner R-North 
Cooper L-South w. G. Gardner A-North 

IW. Cooper E-South w. Gardner A-North 
C. Cory L-South w. Gardner Y-North 
D.M. Cory L-South Gardner A-North 
F. Cory L-South J . Go be L-North 
w. Cory L-South S. Gould E-North 
H. Countryman L-North J. Gould iun. L-North 

Countryman L-North A. Gouldino L-South 
D. Cramer L-North C. Goulding L-North 
s. Croissant R-North C.P. Granger Evans Mills 
A. Crone E-South F. Granoer E-South 
C. Cummings Sanfords Comers A. Grenpot E-North 
Mrs. Cummings E-South Grin net Evans Mills 
S. Cummings E-South J. Hall E-South 
J.T. Davenport L-North J.W. Hall Sanfords Corners 
w. Delaware E-North F. Hapo Y-North 
W.B. Delaware E-North G. Happ Y-North 
R. Dent/Donie L-South D. Hardy L-North 
A. Dillenback L-North e .G. Haroer L-North 
A. Dillenback L-North A. Hart R-South 
C. Dowler L-North B. Hart R-South 
J. Doxtater L-North J. Hart L-North 
J. Doxtater L-North J . Hart E-North 
c.o. Drake E-North J.H. Hart L-South 
G. Earl L-South w. Hart Sanfords Corners 

N. Earl L-South w. Hart L-South 

J.S. Edwards Y-North L. Hastinos E-North 

J . Estes Sanfords Comers R. Hawks E-South 

Evans R-North J. Haworth !A-North 

Evans Mills Evans Mills J.E. Haworth R-North 

J. Fairbanks Sanfords Comers J. Hebert Sanfords Corners 

Felts Mills R-South L. Hebert A-South 

D. Ferguson E-South 0. Hebert A-North 

D. Fesk E-North L. Hell mar L-North 

On tbe Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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A. Helmer E-North J. Lafleur E-South 
J. Helmer L-North J. Lafleur E-South 
J. Helmer L-North A. Largean A-North 
J. Henderson R-North A. Lawrence L-North 
M. Hennersey R-North A. Lawrence E-North 
J. Hepp R-South J. Lawrence E-North 
P.P. Hepp E-South Le Raysville Le Ray~ville 
F. Herrick L-South B. Leach L-North 
J. Herrick L-North M. Levi's Tavern L-North 
I. Hines E-South F. Lewis R-North 
J.J. Hines Tavern Le Raysville D. Lock L-North 
I. Holbrook L-South P. Lodwick E-North 
lA. Hoover E-North H. Mann L-South 
Mrs. L. Hoover E-North E. Marceau R-North 
S. Hoover L-North J. Marson R-North 
A. Hooves L-North J. Martin L-North 

Hotel Evans Mills P. Martin A-South 
M. Hover L-North P. Martin Y-South 
P. Hover E-North w. Martin L-South 
A. Howarth E-South J. Mattison L-South 
D.B. Hoxie A-North McCiements E-South 

Hubard L-South J. Meet R-North 
E. Hungerford L-North J. Middleton R-North 
L. Hungerford L-North H. Miller A-North 
s. Huntington L-South P. Miller E-South 
w. Hurber R-North S. Mix L-South 
J. Ingalls L-South D.G. Mosher Y-North 
J. Ingerson E-South A. Mould A-North 
J. Ingerson A-South B. Ned R-North 
L. Ingerson E-South H.C. Nellis L-North 
S. Ingerson R-North L. Newman L-North 
J. lsdell A-North J. Nith R-North 
J. Jab us L-South A . Ostrander L-North 
J. Jeffreys L-North L. Paddock L-South 
E. Jewett L-South w. Palmer R-North 
T. Jewett L-South C. Parkinson E-South 
w. Jewett L-South M. Parkinson E-South 
A. Jewett's Tavern & Grocery L-South w. Parkinson E-South 

Johnson L-South Parsonage E-North 
G. Jones E-South J. Payson R-South 
J. Jones Y-North J. Pennell L-North 
P. Jones L-North J.L. Penniman Y-North 
I. Keller L-South J. Petrie L-North 
J. Keller E-North J.A. Petrie L-North 
M. Keller E-North w. Phelps Le Raysville 
M. Keller E-North W.P. Phelps Le Raysville 
Mrs. Keller E-North D. Philipps L-South 
R. Keller E-North A. Pickard L-North 
E. Kelsy L-South A. Pickard L-South 
A. Kennedy E-South E. Pickert E-South 
J. Kenney Evans Mills P. Pickhard L-North 
J. Kenney E-North E. Pickhart E-South 
Mrs. Kenyon L-South J. Pierce Evans Mills 

Keyser E-South A. Poor E-South 
J. King L-South P. Poor E-South 

Kirkpatric E-North S. Porter L-South 
J.M. Kohler A-South T. Porter L-South 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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J. Post R-South M. Stevens L-North 
~. Potter A-North J. Stewart L-North 
~. Potter Y-North w. Stewart L-North 
E. Potter L-North S. Stiles Evans Mills 
E. Potter Evans Mills Store R-South 
H. Potter R-North P. Storey R-North 
N. Potter L-North E. Storing E-North 
S. Potter L-North E. Streny L-North 
W.M. Potter L-North S. Strough L-North 
F. Priest E-North Mrs. JaiJgart L-South 
G. Priest E-North Mrs. Taggert E-South 
S. Priest E-North Mrs. Taggert E-South 
H. Ray L-North Tavern Le Raysville 

Ray L-North S. l"aylor L-South 
H. Rich 6 -South R. Thompson L-South 
C. Rider L-South ~· Ttmmerman L-North 
H. Ritter E-North J. Ttmmerman E-North 
W.IN. Ritter L-North M. Ttmmerman L-North 
S. Roberts E-South Toll Gate L-South 
S. Robertson L-South Toll Gate E-North 
r-t'J. Rogers L-North Toll Gate Y-South 
w. Rogers L-North w. Towns L-South 
M. Roof ~-North J . Towns L-South 
B. Root L-North 0 . Towns L-South 
F. Rourte E-North Mrs. rrownsend E-South 
R. Ruane R-North L. Trenchway L-South 
P. Rulison E-South Tum Shop Le Raysville 

Sanfords Comers Sanfords Comers Union Church L-South 

lA. Scofield E-South IJ. VanAllen L-North 
L. Scott L-North A r-JanBrocklyn E-North 
R. Scott L-South C. rvanHome L-North 
E. Shimmel L-North VanVomerNanWormer L-North 
P. Shimmel L-North A. Vebber E-North 
J. Shoecraft [Y-North W.H. R-South 
J. Signer !A-North P. !Wadsworth L-South 
J. Sixberry E-North ,J. Wadworth R-North 
J. Sixberry E-North C. Waful ['!'"-North 
J. Skinner Y-North H. Waful IA-South 
M. Slacky L-South S. Waful Y-North 
J. Sloan R-North J. rv"Jager !A-North 
S. Sloan L-North J. [Walker L-North 
S.G. Slocum R-North Z. Walker L-North 
S.G. Slocum R-South H. Wallradt L-North 

A Smith E-North C. Wallrath L-North 
B. Smith A-North D. [Wallrath L-North 
D. Smith Y-North D. Wallrath E-North 
F. Smith L-South J . Wallrath E-North 

L. Smith A-North w. rv"/alradt E-North 
B. Snell L-North M. Waltz L-North 

B. Snell L-North M. !Waltz L-North 

G. Stack L-South A rv"/ard L-South 
rr.c. Staid Y-North C. rv"/ard R-North 

rvv. Start L-South J. Ward E-North 
Steam S.M. (Saw Mill) L-North J. Ward R-North 

R. Steinhilber Evans Mills J. Ward !A-North 
E. Steinhilbert E-North Ward L-North 
E. Sterling E-North !Ward R-North 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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J. Wardwell L-South w. Bishop Evans Mills Village 

Water Mill L-South J .E. Boyer Evans Mills Village 

Watertown & Potsdam Mrs Boyers Stores Evans Mills Village 

RXR L-South J . Brush Evans Mills Village 

S. Watson Y-South Wm Cape Evans Mills Village 

S. Watson Y-South Carriage Shop Evans M ills Village 

West Creek L-South Mrs. Comstock Evans Mills VillaiJe 

S. Westover Evans Mills 
E. Cronsul Evans Mills Village 

Davis Hotel Evans Mills Village 
E. Whitney E-South D. Demarast Evans Mills Village 
J. Wichard R-North Dr. Derby Evans Mills Village 
J . Wiggins R-North S. Evans Evans Mills Village 

Wiggins E-North C.P. Granger Evans Mills Village 
H. Wilber A-North Granger's Hotel Evans Mills Village 
C. Wiley L-South 0. Ingerson Evans Mills Village 

C . Wilke L-North N. Johnson Evans Mills Village 

G. Wilkie L-South J. Loadwick Evans Mills Village 

S . &S.C. Willard L-South J. Murphy Evans Mills Village 

Williams E-South R. Neavin Evans Mills Village 

E . Winslow Sanfords Comers L. Palmer's Store Evans Mills Village 
P.O. Post Office Evans Mills Village E. Woodward Sanfords Comers 
H. Ray Evans Mills Village 

N. Young L-North 
H. Ray Evans Mills Village 

R./8. Youngs L-North H. Ray Evans Mills Village 
H. Ray Evans Mills Village 
J. Robberts Evans Mills Village 

Evans Mills Village Map on Page 13 J . Rogers Evans Mills Village 
E. Root Evans Mills Village 

Map Letter-North/ A. Rush Evans Mills Village 

lnitial(sl Surname South S.B. Evans Mills Village 
S.D. Sloam Evans Mills Villa_ge 

EVANS MILLS LerayTownship Stores Evans Mills V illage 
E.F. Strong Evans Mills Village 

Tannery Evans Mills Village 
West Creek Evans Mills Village 

N.S. Thomas Evans Mills Village 
Pamelia Street Evans Mills Village H. Walradt Evans Mills Village 
North Street Evans Mills Village s. Westown Evans Mills Village 
Main St to Watertown Evans Mills Village ~. Winslow Evans Mills Village 
Main St to Philadelphia Evans Mills Village C. Woodward Evans Mills Village 

Mill Street Evans Mills Village V.A. Wright Evans Mills Village 

Elm St to Leray Evans Mills Village 

CenterSt Evans Mills Village SUBSCRIBERS EVANS MILLS 
N. Ballard Attorney at Law 

R. Ch. Roman Catholic Church) Evans Mills Village J.H. Baum Harness Maker 
E.F. Carter Farmer 

Bapt Ch. Baptist Church) Evans Mills Village 
Comstock & Barrett Merchants 

Blacksmith Shop) B.S.= Evans Mills Village A.M. Cook Merchant 
Cath Ch ltCatholic Church) Evans Mills Village J.T. Davenport 
G.M.= It Grist Mill) Evans Mills Village J . Davis Hotel Keeper 
Meth. Ch. llMethodist Church) Evans Mills Village E.G. Derby M.D. Office at Residence 

S.M.= lrsaw Milll Evans Mills Village S.O. Gale Farmer 

S.M.= lrsawMilll Evans Mills Village C.P. Granger Civil Engineer 

S.H. = ltSchool House) Evans Mills Village A. Kanady Farmer 

S.H. = IISchool Housel Evans Mills Village E.&I.E. Macomber Hardware 
Allen 

W.S.= [{W(lgon Shop) Evans Mills Village 
Nuns Attomeyat Law 

L. Palmer Merchant 
Academy Evans Mills Village Hiram Ray Farmer 

CoT Allen Evans Mills Village D. Rogers P.Book Manufacters 
G. [Allen Evans Mills Village P. Rulison Farmer 
Mrs. Barrows Evans Mills Village E.F. Strong Farmer 
A. Beebe Evans Mills Villa_ge N.S. Thomas Hotel Keeper 
S. Beebe Evans Mills Village H. Walradt Shoe Maker 
S. Beebe Evans Mills Village M. Wiggins Farmer 
H. Bingham Evans Mills Village M.A. Wright Magistrate 
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May2006 INFORMER Page 13 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.coml-nyjeffer/jeflsoc.btm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page 14 INFORMER May2006 

How Calcium, NY 
Received Its Name 

(Original article by Audrah Moran, of Calcium -
Edited by Jean Coyne. JCNYGS and 

Betty Cooper of Calcium) 

Calcium, a hamlet in the Town of LeRay, was originally 
called Sanford's Comers. Hamilton Child in his 1890 
Gazetteer of Jefferson County wrote this about the 
community: "SANFORD'S CORNERS is a post office 
and station on the R. , W. & 0 . Railroad, in the south­
western part of the town, about five miles from Water­
town. It contains a church, store, large cheese factory, 
several shops, and about 50 inhabitants. The first set­
tlement was commenced here in 1804, by Roswell 
Woodruff. The hamlet has been known as "Jewett's 
Comers,· "Jewett's School-House, • and "Capt. Jew­
ett's" from Ezekiel Jewett, who purchased the farm of 
Mr. Woodruff, and became, in that particular, his suc­
cessor. Mr. Sanford, in whose honor the place was 
named, erected here a stone building, with the inten­
tion of opening a store, but this was never done. The 
post office was established in 1828, and was kept in a 
brick tavern, which was afterwards used as a Lim­
burger cheese factory. This hamlet claims the honor of 
having the first school-house in the town of Le Ray. 

"F. X. Baumert's cheese factory, at Sanford's Corners, 
was established in 1853. Previous to this date there 
had been several unsuccessful attempts to manufac­
ture Limburger cheese here. In this year Mr. Baumert 
did a small experimental business, which proved un­
satisfactory. In 1854 he continued the work with better 
results. At this time, it is said, this was the only Lim­
burger cheese factory in the United States. His busi­
ness gradually increased, until during the late war he 
had three factories in operation in this vicinity. In 1882 
F. X. Baumert died, leaving his vast business interests 
in the hands of his widow, at the time of his death hav­
ing 10 factories in successful operation in various lo­
calities. After her husband's death Mrs. Baumert, with 
the assistance of her sons, extended the business. 
She sent her son Charles to Europe, in 1883, to be 
instructed in the various methods of manufacturing 
European cheese, and he is now master of the art of 
making 22 kinds of cheese. A large brick factory, 105 
by 34 feet, three stories high, has recently been 
erected at Sanford's Corners, where the greater part of 
this extensive business is now located. They now 
manufacture here various kinds of cheese, among 
which are Limburger, Munster, Fromage de Brie, 
Fromage D'lsigny, Camembert, Livarot, and double 
Creme de Suisse. An office for the sale of their cheese 
is in New York city, where the principal portion of the 
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products of their factories is disposed of, some kinds 
at the extravagant price of 45 cents per pound. Mrs. 
Baumert has six sons, all of whom have an interest in 
the business, which is conducted under the name of 
F. X. Baumert, the founder of the first Limburger 
cheese factory in Jefferson County, and perhaps the 
first in America.· 

An update to Child's history comes from Audrah 
Moran of Calcium, who wrote a paper sometime after 
1976 on how Calcium received its name. She men­
tions that Ezekiel Jewett came to the north country 
from New Hampshire about 1800 and purchased 40 
acres of land in what is now Watertown. He built a 
mansion on State Street, and later purchased 1200 
acres of land, now Calcium and vicinity, from Mr. 
Woodruff for $15,710.00 in trade for his Watertown 
property. [This Woodruff family built the Woodruff Ho­
tel in Watertown that was demolished in 1976.] 

The stone building built by John Sanford, from whom 
Sanford's Comers received its name, is located 
across from the Calcium Community Church and is 
now the home of the John Smithers family. The first 
postmaster was named Pierce and he kept the post 
office in his brick tavern. This tavern later became the 
Baumert Limburger Cheese Factory, then was sold to 
the Pi~e Grove Grange which held their first meeting 
there 1n 1905. The Grange was organized in 1904 in 
the apartment building now owned by William Dover. 
It was at one time the summer home of Mrs. Baumert, 
who also owned the stucco house where Iva Stalder 
[and, later, the Tomm Maxon family] resided, beside 
Lake's Trailer Park. The Maxon family has since sold 
the house. 

The post office and store were located in the building 
across the road from the Grange Hall. It was built as a 
hotel and owned by three generations of the Dunn 
family. Harlan Dunn was postmaster from 1895-1915. 
His son Charles replaced him in 1915 and was post­
mast~~ unt~l 1945. Charles Dunn, Jr. sold the building 
to Ahcra Srmmons who later sold it to Arthur LaBrie 
the present owner. Marian Jewett Bishop purchased 
the store stock from Charles Dunn, Jr. in 1956 and 
sold it to William Dover, the present owner, in 1966. 
During the time of Dunn's ownership, the lower front 
was the post office and store and the living quarters 
were in the back. The upper floor was a dance hall 
with a balcony along the upper front of the building 
and rooms in the back. Dances were held there about 
the beginning of the 1900s. Later, dances were held 
at the Grange Hall. The post office was moved from 
this building into a trailer beside the store during the 
time Raymond Sabre was postmaster. 

The Calcium Community church was built in 1853.The 
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church's deed stated that it was for three different de­
nominations to use, they were each to use it one Sun­
day a month and the fourth Sunday of the month it 
could be used by any other Christian denomination. 
The cemetery where Captain Ezekiel Jewett is buried 
is still known as Sanford's Corners Cemetery and is 
located on Route 342 in the hamlet, across from the 
Community church. Captain Jewett was a Revolution­
ary War veteran and also served during the War of 
1812. Laurence Jewett, great-great grandson of Eze­
kiel Jewett, was president of the cemetery association; 
since his death the office has been filled by Kenneth 
Gardner. The old school house, which once stood 
across from the church, burned in 1923. 

The first railroad, the Rome, Watertown & Ogdens­
burgh, was built through Calcium in 1857. The station 
was demolished 100 years later, in 1957, and the last 
train went through in 1964. The main tracks were later 
removed, although there remains a track for freight 
trains, known as the ftDetour,ft bypassing Calcium. 
The Calcium Fire hall was built in 1956 beside the 
Grange Hall. The land was leased from the Grange. 
On December 11, 1976, it was dedicated to the Gon­
seth family and renamed "Gonseth Hall." [Fred Gon­
seth died in December 1976 at the age of 99 years.] 

Madison Cooper built a refrigeration plant about 1911 
and complained that mail to him at Sanford's Corners 
kept going to Sandfordville. Since the refrigeration 
process used calcium chloride in the cooling process, 
it was decided to rename the community Calcium. An­
other reason for the name change was that there was 
not another place named Calcium anywhere in the 
country. Mr. Cooper later gave up the business and 
became editor and publisher of Flower Grower maga­
zine. He mailed the magazine from the local post of­
fice and the quantity of mail raised its classification 
from status 4 to status 2. Mr. Cooper raised fields of 
beautiful gladioli and sold the corms. He used the 
plant for this purpose. At the present time it is owned 
by Dale Ryor, who raises turkeys. Dale's father, Rus­
sell Ryor, bought the plant after the Coopers died, and 
it was he who began the turkey farm. 

Since 1950 Calcium has grown with the addition of 
several new houses and trailer parks. In 1941 the 
government bought farmland just north of Calcium for 
the expansion of the military installation. Ttfe first 
farm taken was the property of Preston and Blanche 
Jewett. The original farmhouse was probably built by 
Ezekiel Jewett. It burned December 31 , 1902 and was 
rebuilt in 1903 by the captain's grandson, William Jew­
ett, father of Preston Jewett. Some of Captain Jew­
ett's descendants still live at Calcium. Children of Pre­
ston and Blanche Jewett are Laurence Jewett, Lowell 
Jewett, and Marian Jewett Bishop. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Additional updates to Calcium's history have been pro­
vided by Betty Cooper of Calcium, bringing us up to 
the present year of 2006. The stone building owned 
by John Smithers is now vacant and up for sale. Wil­
liam Dover is the current owner of the old hotel, pur­
chasing it from the LaBrie family. The trailer post of­
fice is gone, replaced by a 'real ' building. The old 
Madison Cooper plant is no longer occupied; it is va­
cant and in disrepair and the owner is no longer Dale 
Ryor. The stucco house that Stalder's and Maxon's 
used to own was originally the Jefferson County Con­
tagious Diseases hospital. It was purchased for 
$7,350.00 at a public auction by Harold W. Rusho, 
probably in the 1940s or 1950s. Rusho's made it into 
a two family residence and lived there for many years. 
When Stalder's purchased it, it was used as a single 
family residence. When the Maxon family lived there, it 
was both their home and the chiropractic office of Dr. 
Tomm Maxon. 

The Calcium post office presently serves about 800 
addresses. And, there are no longer any descendants 
of the original Jewett family living in the community. 
Two hundred years have brought about many changes 
to this historic community in the Town of LeRay. 

A. E. Helmer Drug Store and Post Office in Evans Mills 
Now (2006) the Last Call Bar & Grill 
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Dear Aunty Jeff, 
I am the granddaughter of Alice Elmer, Jonathan 
daughter. Could you tell why in some places they are 
listed as Elmer and others Elmore? 

Alice 
Dear Alice, 
1. For many reasons, or no reason at all, in the days 

before one had to have exact spelling to access 
credit cards, bank accounts, and such, people 
changed their names at will. Perhaps Papa wanted 
his family distanced from the black sheep (the 
usual reason), or perhaps he wanted to anglicize 
the family name (Wagner -> Wagoner, in my 
case), or just to confuse people (my cousin Karl). 

2. 
2. Before the early 1800s, spelling was an art, not a 
science. George Washington (you can check this one 
out) could spell the same word 3 different ways on the 
same page, and not be considered illiterate. No one 
cared whether there was one M or two Ms in Timmer­
mann, or one N or two, or a combination. 

3. Illiteracy, and not always that of your ancestor. 
Town clerks and census takers often spelled phoneti­
cally, and somewhat in self defense, the person whose 
name they mutilated adopted the mangled one. 

4. Ethnicity, if there is such a word. New York State 
grew up trilingual, Dutch, German, English, with a 
smattering Iroquois Indian thrown in for good measure. 
When Mr. Wagner, a German immigrant, took his oath 
of naturalization before a Dutch clerk, his name might 
be spelled Waggenaar or any reasonable facsimile 
thereof. Next, he went to buy land and had a German 
clerk spell his name ... Wagner. And then he moved 
(they were constantly moving) and got an Englishman 
to transcribe his deed. The Englishman spelled it as he 
heard it Vogner. And lastly (in my case) Papa wanted 
to appear American. After all, they were now 4 genera­
tions in the US. He changed it to Wagoner, but some 
of his cousins preferred Waggoner, His brothers used 
Wagoner for a while and then decided, as a group, to 
return to the original German, Wagner, while my 
branch stuck with Wagoner. 

5. Don't get hung up on the exact spelling of a name. 

Dear Aunty Jeff 
Where is "Upstate New York" to you? I ask this be­
cause people living in greater New York City area think 
of "Upstate" as NYC to Albany. I have most always 
used the term "Northern NY State" when referring to 
the area north of the Mohawk River & Erie Canal from 
Albany to Syracuse. 

Florence 
Dear Florence, 
Chris Andrle, who maintains a website devoted to up­
state New York Genealogy, maintains for the purposes 
of his site, that upstate New York is all of the state out-
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Letters may be sent snail mail: 
Aunty J eff, c/o D ixon, 15407 D ixon Rd., 

Clayton NY 13624 
or E -mail nandixon@G isco.net 

side of the five boroughs of New York City and Nas­
sau and Suffolk counties on Long Island. Aunty Jeff 
differs. She feels, as she believes most Northern New 
Yorkers do, that the tri-county area of Jefferson, St. 
Lawrence and Lewis Counties comprise Northern New 
York, and upstate, as in the Upstate Medical Center in 
Syracuse, is south of that area. Northern New York is 
a term familiar to most residents of Jefferson County. 
Aunty Jeff 

Dear Aunty Jeff, 
I am from Florida, with the state level, county, and 
then nothing between the incorporated cities, towns, 
villages. New York State has so many levels of gov­
ernment and layers for document responsibilities that 
it is confusing. It even changes according to dates. 
Nothing is constant, or is it just me and the people I 
talk to? 

I am looking for birth, death, land records, along with 
wills, military service and church affiliations like bap­
tisms, things important to verifying accuracy. When I 
finally find the correct place they have had a fire and 
nothing exists to their knowledge. Frustrated, but hop­
ing for clarification. Can you help? 

Robert 
Dear Robert, 
Your problems are hardly unique, and there is no sim­
ple way to explain a complicated system. Let's attack 
the matter of dates. Except for 1847, 1848, and 1849, 
vital records in New York State began after 1880. Be­
cause there was no enforcement for reporting births, 
marriages and deaths, even when you find some in 
1885, by no means can you infer that all events for 
those years were recorded officially. Until 1880, with 
the brief exception above, no vital statistics were offi­
cially recorded. In 1850, census takers, with all their 
lacks and faults, began to note every member of a 
family, but even there, if a family member was not at 
home on the day the census taker appeared, by law 
he could not be enumerated. 

Inheritance and land records are kept at the county 
level. That's pretty straightforward for modern (after 
1900) times. Jefferson County was formed from 
Oneida County in 1805. We've just celebrated our bi­
centennial. There are few land records that early, and 
some of them might be found in Oneida County, but 
speaking from experience, some of them are just 
missing, and can be found neither in Oneida County 
nor Jefferson. 

The society has just published its first will abstracts 
(see page 18) from 1830 - 1850. There were doubt­
less earlier wills, but not that we have found in the 
county court house. Those that are available will be 
found in the county court house. (cont. on next page) 
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Most m•htary records can be found at the county court 
house also. A wonderful exception to that are the re­
cords which the towns were directed to keep of the 
Civil War soldiers in 1865. They vary in quality from 
town to town. Some of these records are excellent, 
with information concerning parents (even mothers' 
maiden names!) and birth dates and places, complete 
history of the soldier's activities, and enlistment places 
and home addresses. On the other hand, some towns 
neglected this duty entirely at the time, and probably 
had to be nudged by the state to do something. Then, 
long after the fact, the town clerk (perhaps a new one) 
obviously couldn't do much, but to try to remember the 
names of the men who enlisted or were drafted. Even 
in the best of the records, some questions were never 
answered. Except for one or two towns, the originals 
are gone, and copies of most of them can be found on 
microfilm in Albany. One town's records is filled with 
"ghosf' names. The town fulfilled their duty to enlist so 
many soldiers by sending in paper names, having 
nothing to do with the town in question, perhaps cop­
ied from some other county's records. 

Some, but not all, immigration records are found in the 
county court house. A reminder: in the good old days 
of open borders, up to about 1908, Canadians and 
Americans moved back and forth across the border 
without benefit of any records. So if Gramma and 
Grampa moved their family over to Wolfe Island, or if 
their son, born in Canada, brought his family over to 
settle in Jefferson County later, no more notice was 
taken than as if they moved from St. Lawrence County 
to Jefferson. 

Birth, marriage and death records are kept by the town 
clerk, or city clerk. We have one city in Jefferson 
County, Watertown. Except for events occurring in 
Watertown, then, all others will be at the town level. 
They are becoming harder and harder to view, with 
new regulations set by the state from time to time. 

Villages also have clerks and historians, sometimes 
the same person as the town clerk or historian, and 
sometimes an entirely different person and office. 
These people have no records of interest for you. 
Hamlets have no government, and their affairs are 
included in the town records. 

Old post offices are really hard to keep track of. Origi­
nally they, like common or elementary schools, were 
about four miles apart, easy walking distance for the 
farm families that made up Jefferson County's people. 
With improvement in transportation, and the thinning 
of farms, the little local post offices were closed one by 
one by the federal government Knowledge of them is 
useful today only in locating the general area of your 
ancestor's farm. The Narrows, for instance, is long 
forgotten by everyone but historians, or those descen­
dants who looked it up. An interesting little book is Vol­
ume 1 of Ernest Cook's writings: Forgotten Post Of­
fices. This is available a from Lyme Heritage. Whole 
villages were wiped off the map by Fort Drum. 

There is no accurate listing Aunty Jeff knows of con­
cerning churches. Churches come and go throughout 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

the county's history. There rs no central hstrng of the 
records. Some Protestant ministers considered that 
the records were their property (they wrote the re­
cords, therefore the records belonged to them) and 
took the records with them when they were posted to 
another church, in another county, or even up here in 
another country, Canada. Or the church was so disor­
ganized, the clergy were afraid the records would end 
up as someone's kindling. The clergy are under no 
obligation to open their records to researchers. Some 
do, and some don't 

Some knowledgeable researchers consider New York 
State a wilderness for their lack of records, and since 
Jefferson County was fairly lately settled, it has more 
problems that some more civilized areas. 

As to the old "the records burned" saw, it's best to 
consult the town clerk or historian or both as to what 
fires that town had. Theresa, for instance, had fire af­
ter fire, and their records are pretty much destroyed. 
Lyme, on the other hand, had no record-destroying 
fires that the present town historian knows of, yet my 
mother was told, a hundred years ago, that any re­
cords she and her sister might have had were burned. 
The truth of that excuse is that probably the births 
were never recorded in the first place, falling in that 
1880-1900 era. 

You have our sympathy. Does this help? 
Aunty Jeff 

0. M. Dougall Grocery Store 
Now the Evans Mills Post Office 

Democratic Headquar­
ters I W. D. Smith Ton­
s orial Parlor­
Believed to have been 
focated between the 
John Hoover Inn and 
the bank on S. Main 

~;:=tiP~~--~ St. 
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111 
JCNYGS MATERIALS FOR PURCHASE 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830 - 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 to 
1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a chart 
showing the formation of Jefferson County Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage. 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 
Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
PO Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 
If you would like to save on postage, 
you may pick one up from Pauline Zach 
(Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin 
(Dexter), also at Corbin' s River Heri­
tage on Riverside Drive, Clayton. 

PEDIGREE BOOK I 
$15.00 plus 

$4.05 Shipping 

.. 
~ · PEDTGREES 

A collection of pedigrees 
Submitted by members 

of the JCNYGS 
with an every name index 

--.. .--··~ 
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CONTACT: BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 

nandixon@gisco. net 

AVAILABLE 
BACK ISSUES 
$4.00 EACH 
Payable to JCNYGS 
CONTACT 
BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 
nandixon@gisco.net 
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Available 
On CD 

Every Name 
Index 

To the Informers 
Through 2004 for $7 
Or $1 0 if mailing is 

required 

1994-1997 
Informers 
$20 or $23 if 

mailing is required 
AI Seymour 

110 Marian Drive 
Mattydale, NY 13211 

al@seymour.net 

(If you buy both COs, 
only a single $3 Mail 

fee!) 

New from AI Seymour!! 

Genealogical Resources 
Of Jefferson County 

Collected by JCNYGS 
Genealogical Resources Committee 

$7 plus $3 Mail fee 
AI Seymour, 110 Marian Drive, 

Mattydale, NY 13211 al@seymour.net 

INDEX 
To the records listed in 

Rev. Garand's Historical Sketch 
Of the Village of Clayton, NY 

And 
A Complete History of St. Mary's Parish 

This is an alphabetical listing of over 3000 
names and the pages where the baptismal, marriage 
and death records are located in Rev. Garand's 1902 
publication. Ideal for identifying surname spelling 
variations; brides and grooms listed separately. Send 
check or money order for $12 (includes S&H) to Jef­
ferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, 
Watertown, NY 13601 . 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 

Ill 



May2006 INFORMER Page 19 

LERAY SPEECH-4 
Northern New York 
Received Much Leadership, Aid 
From James LeRay 
Philippe de Bausset-Roquefort, Washington Corre­
spondent of Paris Match magazine and a descendant 
of the LeRay de Chaumont family, spoke at the Jeffer­
son County Historical society annual meeting last 
week. The last of a series of the speech text is here­
with presented. 

(From Watertown Daily Times, Feb. 1, 1969) 
With gracious permission from the publishers of WDT 

By Philippe de Bausset 

James de LeRay had been born in the castle of Chau­
mont on Nov. 13, 1760. He had learned English from 
Dr. Franklin himself and was a firm believer in the 
cause of the American colonies. 
He crossed the Atlantic with letters from Benjamin 
Franklin, LaFayette, Rochambeau and others. He was 
25 years old. He was to claim from congress the fa~e 
value of the depreciated paper held not only by h1s 
father, but by a large number of other French subjects. 
He spent nearly four years pleading his cause Without 
any success. . . 
In 1789, he finally asked Benjamin Frankl!~ for h1s 
help. His old friend, then, wrote a very beautiful letter 
to General Washington. 
Here are some excerpts of this letter, written one 
month, exactly, before the beginning of the French 
revolution: 
"My dear Mr. President, writes Benjamin Franklin .... 
Mr. LeRay de Chaumont, father of th~ young gentl.e­
man who will have the honor of wa1tmg on you w1th 
this, was the first in France who gave us credit and, 
before the court showed us any countenance, trusted 
us with 2,000 barrels of gunpowder and, from time to 
time afterwards exerted himself to furnish the con­
gress with supplies of various kinds which, for want of 
due returns, they being of great amount, has finally 
much distressed him in circumstances..... He hopes, 
however, now, that your excellency may prevail to 
have some settlement made of those accounts, that 
he may carry home to his father the statement of 
them- and 1 rather hope this likewise, that we may 
thereby be freed from the imputation of adding ingrati­
tude to injustice. n 

Small Settlement 
Records show that a year later, in 1790, he succeeded 
in obtaining an adjustment for his claim, which 
amounted only to $9, 051 .33. . . . 
Thirty-five years later, in 1825, letters from h1m m~l­
cate that he is again going to Washington to press h1s 
claim against the American congress. This time, how­
ever, he has no success whatsoever and is forced to 

On tbe Web: bttp://rootsweb.comJ- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

abandon. 
His father's fortune had been spent to help the cause 
of the United States. James, later, and his son Vin­
cent, had a few sour words to describe the way in 
which they had been treated. . 
1 shall not describe in detail their land investments 1n 
this part of your State: I think you know of these only 
too well. 
1 would just like to say that both James, Vincent, and 
his son James did their best to develop this part of the 
Country. . 
They are described often as speculators and msofar 
as they were trying to make a profit on lands that ~hey 
had bought (and which, incidentally were never g1ven 
to them), they were doing no I more, I think, than any 
businessman would do, even today. 
In a letter written in LeRaysVille in February, 1818, 
James has this to say: 

"As early as 1785 I began a settlement in the now 
flourishing county of Otsego, then a wilderness. I built 
there the first sawmill, and the first grist mill, and I 
opened a road. Then, I made sales to settlers at what, 
everyone called a reasonable price, giving them ten 
years credit." 
He goes on to explain that the real speculators sold 
their lands for a much higher price while he, most of 
the time, did not insist on being paid cash. 
He certainly wanted to make profits and, indeed, made 
great profits over the years. 
But profit was not his only concern and it is clear that 
he felt responsible for what he had undertaken. In try­
ing to secure a loan in Europe, to build the Erie canal, 
he even precipitated the exodus of settlers to the west 
and played against his own interests. 

Society Founded 
He created, in October, 1817, the Jefferson County 
Agricultural society and became later president of both 
the New York state and the Otsego County Agricul­
tural societies. When the first cattle show and fair was 
held in Watertown in 1818, he delivered an address, a 
copy of which he sent to his old friend John Adams .. 
John Adams' reply was a tinged with humor. Re sa1d: 
" .... From the style of this address I should not have 
suspected it to have been written by any other man 
than a native of this country. Thirty-nine years ago, I 
little thought I should live to see the heir-apparent to 
the princely palaces and gardens of Passy, my fellow 
citizen in the Republican wilderness of America ..... " 
James built roads, mills, bridges and schoolhouses. 
And although he was a strict observer of the Roman 
Catholic faith he donated tracts of lands to build Pres­
byterian and Baptist churches in this area. 
All the LeRays were extremely tolerant and it is, I be­
lieve one more proof of their vision and their under­
standing of the diversity of the new continent they 
were helping to build. There is one last thought that. I 
would like to share with you. Twice throughout th1s 
century, (Continued on Next Page) 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page 20 INFORMER May2006 

(continued from previous page) 
your country has come to the help of mine. Thousands 
of American soldiers have gallantly given their lives for 
France. American money and know- how with the Mar­
shall plan, was the determining factor in restoring our 
economy after World War II. Today America is the 
most powerful country on earth and remains the guard­
ian of our freedom. 
Both personally and as a French citizen, want to tell 
you that we do not forget, and that we shall never for­
get all the sacrifices that you have endured to save us 
twice from oppression. 
I am very proud to recognize that the deep friendship 
which your country has shown mine, and which, I as­
sure you, my country feels for yours, was made possi­
ble since the beginning of your republic, by the contri­
bution of men such as Jacques and James LeRay de 
Chaumont. 
In paying tribute to them tonight, I also want to assure 
you that you can always count on the special affection 
of friendship that I and my family will always hold in 
their hearts for the United States of America. 

James Donatien Le Ray De Chaumont 
b. November 13, 1760 
d. December 31, 1840 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

An Infamous Poker Game 
There are many versions of a popular, though not nec­
essarily true, story relating to Evans Mills early history. 
The story involves John Hoover's inn, George Parish, 
Madame Maria Ameriga Vespucci, an immigrant who 
was courted by the reckless John Van Buren, and 
John Van Buren, who used her to pay off his poker 
debt at the tavern in Evans Mills. 

One version goes something like this. It was a snowy 
winter's day in 1841 and John Hoover, the inn keeper, 
opened his doors to several guests seeking shelter 
from the storm: George Parish, a wealthy business­
man from Ogdensburg; Attorney John Van Buren, son 
of the eighth President of the U.S., and his lady friend, 
Maria Ameriga Vespucci, supposed to be a descen­
dant of Amerigo Vespucci for whom America was 
named. 

Legend has it that Prince John, as the president's son 
was called, had three vices: wine, women and cards. 
These vices were all in evidence during his stay at the 
John Hoover Inn. After negotiating a business deal 
with Mr. Parish for an Albany client, Van Buren and 
Parish celebrated with wine and a card game. Drink­
ing heavily, Prince John was no match at cards for the 
clearer-headed George Parish, and he lost all the 
money he had with him, including the money his cli­
ent had given him to negotiate the land deal. Finally, 
noticing that Mr. Parish admired his female compan­
ion, Van Buren offered to flip a coin to decide the win­
ner-putting up Madame Vespucci as his wager 
against the money Parish had won from him. His luck 
was no better at the coin toss than it had been with 
the cards, and Mr. Parish drove away from the inn 
with the lady at his side. Apparently, however, she 
convinced Parish to return the client's money to Mr. 
Van Buren before they left. Thus the land negotia­
tions came to nothing. A version of this story forms 
part of W. G. Kellogg's novel Parish's Fancy, pub­
lished in 1929. A copy of the story is also available on 
the menu of the present day John Hoover Inn in Ev­
ans Mills. 

John Hoover's Inn or the Brick Hotel 
On the west side of Main Street in Evans Mills 

Provided lodging for travelers and visitors 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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The Town of LeRay 
From a 1976 Bicentennial 

Publication 

"®ur tltotun" 

The first inhabitants of our town were the Oneida and 
the Onondaga Indians who traveled to Canada and 
the north from the Hudson and Mohawk Valley. Rem­
nants of their camps have been found and excavated. 

The original name of the Indian River was 0-JEHjuack, 
"the river of nuts". 

The town of LeRay was settled in 1803 by a company 
under Benjamin Brown ... It was formed from the town 
of Brownville and now consists of about 52,850 acres. 
The Town of Antwerp (181 0) and the Town of Wilna 
(1813) were once part of the Town of LeRay. The town 
of Philadelphia was also part of our town at one time. 

Our most famous land mark, The LeRay Mansion was 
first constructed in 1822 and is now used as the home 
of V.I.P. visitors to Fort Drum. 

In 1834, Joseph Bonaparte purchased a tract of land 
on Indian River between Evans Millis and Theresa, 
where a city named Joachim was to be built His 
dream never materialized. 

Joseph Bonaparte, King of Spain, built a stone man­
sion for his sweetheart, Anne Savage, overlooking 
Indian River on the ridge above Ansted's Bridge. 

125 years ago the Town of LeRay boasted a popula­
tion of 3383, with 148 112 miles of public road, and 19 
school districts serving 1247 children . Agricultural sta­
tistics showed 998 horses, 1528 oxen, 3258 cows, 
17,787 sheep and 1530 swine. 

In 1877 the state apportioned $2,097.00 for public 
schools in LeRay. 

In 1912, the total of expenditures for the town was 
$8,234.00, which included $543.00 for the poor. 

The Settlement of Sanfords Comers was renamed 
Calcium. 

LeRaysville, once a thriving community, supported a 
saw mill, cheese and cheese box factory and an axe 
helve factory. In 1915 the population reached 105. 
There was also a small settlement at Slocumville, 
about a mile west of LeRaysville, on Pleasant Creek. 

In 1940 Pine Camp was greatly expanded, LeRaysville 
and many other acres of the Town of LeRay were pur­
chased by the Federal Government Pine Camp later 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btrn 

became Camp Drum and recently was renamed Fort 
Drum. The inhabitants reluctantly had to give up their 
farms and homes and move to other locations. 

(From the same 1976 Bicentennial publication) 

DID YOU KNOW . .... 

. . . . . . . that, in 1846, the name of Evans Mills was 
changed to Evansville, but five years later it was re­
stored to its original name? 

... . . .. that Evans Mills claimed a State Senator, one 
John W. Tamblin, in 1848? 

....... that about sixty years ago there were, in our 
village, 3 dry goods stores, 2 shoe stores, 2 drug 
stores, 
2 feed stores, 1 millinery, 1 jewelry store, 1 paint and 
oil store, 2 hardware stores, 1 general and grocery 
store, 1 bakery, 2 coal dealers and 2 hotels with daily 
rates at $1.50? 

Robert Boucher And 
The New Leray Town 
Historian's Quarters 

Robert Boucher (Boo-shay) is justifiably proud of the 
new Leray Town Historian's quarters. Two years in the 
refurbishing, the old Masonic rooms are now light and 
bright, with newly painted original antique metal ceiling 
and varnished floors. He inherited a four drawer filing 
cabinet full of folders from his predecessor containing 
family files, material on the old town of Leray, and 
other fi le folders. We did not take time to go through all 
his materials, since he is too new to have gone 
through them all himself. 

Workmen are still finishing his office, and have details 
to take care of in the main room, which will be a mu­
seum. He hopes to be open for business some time 
this summer. Downstairs is occupied by the Evans 
Mills Library, while Mr. Boucher has all of the upstairs 
for museum and office. He brought out cartons of 
books for us to look at including a selection of high 
school annuals. The· schools were centralized some 
time ago into the Indian River School district so the 
annuals end with that date. A sample of the boxes 
showed us scrapbooks on Leray history, a published 
history of Gouverneur, French's Gazetteer of NYS, 
Evert's Jefferson County History, pictures and maps. 

Mr. Boucher has a degree from SUNY Plattsburg, is a 
member of the Leray Town Board, and is very inter­
ested in his historian's position. He recognizes family 
history as a part of Leray history, and was extremely 
helpful to our investigation of his resources. We look 
forward to returning when he has moved into his of­
fice, and arranged his files. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Jefferson County Queries 
Send Queries to: Lis Couch, 24670 County Rt. 159, Watertown, NY 13601; lcouch0624@aol.com 

Subject: Jefferson County Informer Query 
(Some readers don't have internet access. Please include mailing address &/or phone numbers as well as email.) 

Sternaman, Walker, Gardner, Adams 
I was hoping to find a marriage for Peter Sternaman 
(Jr.) to Cora Alvira Walker (dau of William T. and 
Esther A <Gardner> Walker). The marriage took 
place 1 April 1885, and I suspect that it took place 
somewhere near Adams. I am looking for another mar­
riage too, which might prove to be harder to find. I am 
looking for Enos Wells Gardner married to Ruth Ad­
ams between 1850-1854, I'm assuming near Adams, 
also. If these might not be obtainable, could you direct 
me to the correct office that holds these records? 
Thank you so much for your time, 

Van Hom, Giblin, Wilcox 

Kim M Kester 
1436 Virginia Ave 

Sheboygan, WI 53081 
Kims715@aol.com 

I am looking for information on my great-grandfather, 
Joseph Van Horn. According to my late father, Joseph 
Van Horn remarried a woman named Salome after the 
death of my great-grandmother (Mary Irons Van Hom, 
who died in 1917), and relocated from New Jersey to 
Carthage, NY, where he operated a printing business. 
He had three children by his first wife, Emma Van 
Horn Giblin (my grandmother, who died in 1950); 
Ethel Van Horn Wilcox, who relocated to Alabama, 
and died in 1984; and a daughter who died as a child, 
about 1900. Any information you can provide would be 
greatly appreciated. I stand ready to reimburse any 
costs for printing and postage. Thank you for your as­
sistance. 

Forest, Forrest 

Kelly A. Giblin 
51 Wendover Road 

East Windsor, NJ 08520 
kgiblin423@comcast.net 

I am searching for any records of the David Forest or 
Robert Forrest families in the early 1800's 

Carol Johnson 
2235 Point Road 

Spooner, WI 5480{ 
cgjohnson@centurytel.net 

Haskins, Emerson, Person, Haskins 
What is the maiden name of Cynthia, wife of Aaron 
Haskins? Aaron Haskins was born in February 1824, 
probably in Ellisburg, Jefferson County, NY. He died 
October 20, 1899, in Boulder Creek, California. He 
and his wife Cynthia and baby son, William, are in the 
1850 census of Bloomfield, Walworth, Wisconsin . At 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

time of death he left his wife Cynthia, 4 sons and 2 
daughters. I believe there is some relationship to the 
Emerson family of Ellisburg. Martha Lavina Person, 
born October 24, 1828, married Silas Lorenzo Emer­
son on August 29, 1847, when they are both "of Ellis­
burg". They and family are also found in the Bloom­
field, Walworth, Wisconsin, census of 1850. A 19 year 
old Asa Person is in the Haskins household. Who are 
parents of Martha Lavina Person? I believe she is 
related to Reverend Cornelius Gray Person, the Uni­
versalist clergyman of Ellisburg, Henderson, etc. 

Harry A. Tatro 
118 Brantford Crescent 

NW Calgary, Alberta, Canada, T2L 1 N8 
harrytatro@hotmail. com 

Seventh Field Artillery 
Where can I find information on the battalion of the 
Seventh Field Artillery. They were stationed at Sack­
ets Harbor, New York, town of Hounsfield. Thank you. 

Armstrong 

Patricia Burns 
40438 Cross Road 
Theresa, NY 13691 

cowpatty@usadatanet. net 

I am having trouble finding out where I send for the 
following birth certificate; Richard L. Armstrong born 
Jan 28, 1848 in Edwardsburg, Sackets Harbor, Jeffer­
son, New York. 

Jean S. Sweeney 
212 Santa Clara Ave 
Alameda, CA 94501 

Jean_sweeney@juno.com 

Campbell, Stone, Cheney, Cole 
I am searching for information on this family and any 
collateral relatives: Samuel Reed Campbell b. 1807 
Rl or MAd. 15 Jul 1876 Shiawasee Co. , Ml m. Mary 
Kendall Stone b. 1806 MAd. between 1880 and 1900; 
children: Washington abt 1832 Sacket Harbor, Jeffer­
son, NY; Henry Edward abt 1834 Sacket Harbor, Jef­
ferson , NY; Loren E 15 Feb 1837 Pillar Point/Sacket 
Harbor, Jefferson, NY; Augusta Melvina 10 Dec 1840 
Sacket Harbor, Jefferson, NY; Franklin 15 Feb 1848 
New York; Luella abt 1849 New York. Washington 
disappeared and we assume d. young. Henry m. 
Lydia A and they had 3 children, Minnie A, Fred H., 
and May A Loren m. Lucretia Jane Cheney and they 
had 4 children, Alice Julie, George S. , Loren Jr., and 
Frank E. Augusta m. Adoniram Judson Cole and they 
had 4 children, Belle Francis, Edward Judson, 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Luella A , and Grace E. Franklin and Luella disap­
peared and we assume they died young. Will share 
what I have. 

Green, Greene 

Cornelia Warner 
2057 Westwood Drive 

Medford, Oregon 97501 
fenenga@connpoint.net 

In my mother's ancestry, she has told that Gen. Na­
thanael Greene, 1742-1786, of the American Revolu­
tion, was her great (+3] uncle. However, in tracking the 
Greene lineage, I find that Nathanael Greene's first 
cousin, Rufus Greene, 1748-1831, was born in War­
wick, Rl, married Margaret Buckhart in Poughkeep­
sie, Dutchess Co NY, and died in 1831 in Hounsfield, 
NY. 
Theodore D. Green [my great grand father] was born 
in Jefferson County NY, Sept. 30, 1833, and died Oct 
31, 1913 at Ashland Wisconsin. There are two genera­
tions in between. 
1.] Caleb Greene, born in 1775, son of Rufus Greene; 
Caleb Greene I ADAMS, NY -23-14-30, Jefferson 
County NY I Will Testators. 
2.] T. Green, father of Theodore D. Green [on Theo­
dore Green's death certificate]. 

Page 1, line 8: Anne Green, mother W fern, 
age 72 yrs housekeeper NY, CON NY 

1880 Wisconsin Census, district 3, ED no. 
148, Ashland [city], county of Ashland. 
I have nothing to directly link Caleb Green with T. 
Green as father and son, and therefore I lack the data 
and sources to verify the chronology of names and 
dates that I have here. Therefore, my weakest link is in 
Jefferson County, that is, the two generations between 
Rufus Greene and Theodore D. Green. 

All four generations were present in Jefferson 
County NY during the four decades of 1800-1840. 

Brush 

Maurice Helterfine 
P. 0. box 1453 

Plains, Montana 59859 

I am in search of information about some ancestors of 
mine who lived in Clayton, Jefferson County, New 
York. Their names were Adoniiah and Ann Brush. 
Adonijah was born about 1792 in Massachusetts, Ann 
about 1797 in Canada East (Quebec). The only two 
children that I know of were both born in New York 
State: Alfred Brush born in 1832 and Emily Brush 
born in 1842. It is likely there were more than two kids. 
The only thing we have that places the family in Clay­
ton is a brief mention of Adonijah in connection with 
the Third Methodist Church that appears to have a 
date of about 1854. 
I found a short article about a group of 18 families who 
migrated together from Clayton to Berrien County, 
Michigan in 1844. The name Brush was not included 
in the (incomplete) list of surnames, but I found it in­
triguing because by 1860 the whole Brush family is in 
Watervliet, Berrien Co., Mich. 
Unfortunately this is all we know about these folks. I 
would be so pleased if you could help me to find any­
thing more about them: Are there any church records, 
land ownership data, cemetery transcriptions, local 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/~nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

censuses, poll lists or tax rolls in Jefferson County that 
give any glimpse into this family? How can I learn 
about the history of the Third Methodist Church and 
where it was located? 
I had been wondering how a boy from Massachusetts 
and a girl from Quebec could have possibly met and 
married in those days, until I read that Clayton was 
quite an international place even at that time with a 
great deal of commercial and political interaction with 
Canada. Now I think they met in Clayton and married 
there, putting them in Clayton before 1832. If they 
married there (in a Methodist church?), would there be 
any way to find out Ann's maiden name? 
Can you give me any suggestions whom else to con­
tact? Please pass this along to everyone who can help 
me. Thank you so much for your help. I appreciate 
your efforts very much. 

Pattridge 

Kirsten Johnsrud 
141 West 1Oth Street 

New York, New York 10014 

I am looking for information about my ancestors with 
the surname Pattridge. My earliest proven link is 
Rufus W. Pattridge born in New York in 1831 . I have 
not been able to find where in the state he was born. 
He later moved to Michigan where he married 3 times, 
served in the Civil War, and was buried in Michigan. I 
would like to know who his parents were. 

Hague 

Judy Beavins -... 
26 Chelsea Court 

Glen Mills, PA 19342 
beavinsj@yahoo.com 

I am seeking information on a Thomas Hague in Jef­
ferson County, New York. Unknown parents. He is 
listed in the 1850 N.Y. census of Jefferson County of 
Lyme as Thomas Haig. {note spelling} age 11 years, 
born in New York. Thomas is with his brother, George 
Haig, age 12 years, born in New York. They are living 
with the Thomas and Mary Gill family, who are from 
England. The 1860 census states his name as Tho­
mas Haige. The 1865 State census states his name 
as Thomas Hague. Thomas Hague eventually mar­
ried Amelia Shaver, who was !living with her parents at 
the next farm as shown in the 1850 census. Have in­
formation from 1960 to present. Above is my brick­
wall. 

Harry Hague 
7896 Meadow Or. 

Waterford, Michigan 48329 
hhague@aol. com 

Remember when submitting Jeffer­
son County queries that many of 
our readers do not have an internet 
access. Please include mailing ad­
dress &lor phone numbers as well 
as email address. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

3 3 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13601 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O.Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315)387-2155 

genealogistl3083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
P.O. Box220 

Belleville, NY 13611 
jrhodes@bluefrognet.net 

Deanna Vosburgh Smith 
102 Lafayette Street 

Palatine Bridge, NY 13428 
dee48@citlink.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JCNYGS To Publish 
Pedigree Charts Vol. 2 

The JCNYGS plans to publish a second volume of 
pedigree charts. We are asking that those who 
have a Jefferson County, NY connection and 
whose pedigrees were not published in Volume 1 
submit their most up-to-date pedigree chart for 
publication in Volume 2. We will give preference to 
those charts which have been computer gener­
ated, but legible hand-written charts will also be 
accepted. We ask that the pedigrees be limited to 
2 pages and that the submitters name and address 
should appear on each chart. Submitting the chart 
implies permission to publish. Send as soon as 
possible to: Phyllis Putnam 

P. 0. Box 58 
Chaumont, NY 13622 

phyllis@putnamfamily.com 

REMINDER!! 
All membership renewals 

Are due by July 1st 
$15 a person; $20 a couple 
$19 Canadian subscription 

Send to: 
JCNYGS, P.O. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

INFO .. 

Volume 13, Issue 4 Annual Dues $15.00 Canadian $19.00 July 2006 

Late August and early September of 1907, elements of the New York State National Guard con­
ducted the first documented large scale maneuvers on the lands currently occupied ·by Fort 

Drum. The 1st, 2nd and 10th Regiments of the 3rd Brigade, National Guard of New York, partici­
pated in a week-long series of maneuvers referred to as "Camp Hughes". (See page 5) 
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Correspondence about dues, memberships, and lost Informers should be directed to: 
Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 
E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net Web site: http:!/rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer[jeffsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: 2nd Vice President Recording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Linda Malinich Jerry Davis Lis Couch Jean Coyne Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28 Kevin Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14625 
rnalinich@attglobal.net 
585-586-9267 

P.O. Box275 
Clayton, NY 13624 
rnaridavis@aol.corn 
315-686-3475 

24670 County Rt. 159 28808 NYS Rte 37 909 Washington St. P. 0. Box297 
Brownville, NY 
13625 
315-788-0959 

Watertown, NY 13601 Evans Mills, NY 13637 Watertown, NY 13601 
lcouch30@twcny.rr.corn Dcovne@twcny.rr.corn chopkins@irncnet.net 
315-788-0624 315-629-4696 315-786-7668 

The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.net, editor; Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@imcnet.net, pub­
lisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net, ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor­
rello@worldnet.att.net; Lis Couch, lcouch30@twcny.rr.com; Jean Coyne, Dcovne@twcny.rr.com; Jerry Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol 
Garnsey, cgarnsey@Gisco.net; Bob VanBrocklin, bolovb@usadataRet.net; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel free to contact any of 
the above for suggestions or comments regarding this newsletter, published six times a year- January, March, May, July, September and 
November. A special Surnames issue has also been published in December. 

The articles in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way offen­
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

I have the Randles Family Bible with births, deaths 
and marriages from 1883 to 1951. I am trying to re­
unite it with it's family. The bible apparently belonged 
to Charles Joseph Randles and his wife Lena Louise 
Tolman who were married in Watertown, Wed, June 
12 1907. Also includes Briggs, Bertof and Stackel sur­
names as well. It also has a bookmark from Tacoma, 
WA, the residence of their son. It is a 1897 Oxford 
Self-pronouncing King James Bible printed in Great 
Britain. A page in the back has a label in the shape of 
a book that says "Robinsons, Watertown, NY" 

ScotSabo 
Medina, NY 

http://freepages. family. rootsweb.coml-sabo/ 

Email Corrections 

Shirley DAVIS: sis61726@verizon. net 

Lou Anne HAGER: hager2763@yahoo.com 

Harry HAGUE: HHague@aol.com 

Carol Rooksby WEIDLICH: 
crw020551 @earth link. net 

Update your December Informer directory 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

REMINDER!! 
All membership renewals 

Were due by July 1st 

$15 a person; $20 a couple 
$19 Canadian subscription 

Send to: 
JCNYGS, P.O. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 

Our thanks to JCNYGS member Lynn Thornton 
for the many Fort Drum related pictures that we 

have used in this issue of the Informer. 

.. A people that take no pride in the 
noble achievements of remote an­

cestors will never achieve anything 
worthy to be remembered with 
pride by remote generations ... 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 

·. 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

April 1 0 Meeting 
By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

Julia Gosier presented the evening's program. She 
described the finding of over 3,000 glass plate nega­
tives and the efforts she has made to document them. 
Many of the photographs were taken by brother and 
sister, Oliver and Theodocia Wilcox, for the Orin John­
son studio. Tim Abel, of the Jefferson County Histori­
cal Society, has been able to reproduce photographs 
from the negatives, and he will continue to work on 
them, probably through the fall. The intention is to 
create a CD of all the images-portraits, ships, is­
lands, buildings, etc-and offer prints of individual pic­
tures for sale. At this time, the price per 8 X 10 photo 
is estimated to be $12. The collection has been in­
dexed by Julia. 

Julia brought samples of the prints to show the audi­
ence. She also brought two sets of coroner's reports 
(and the index) for members to browse through. This 
is the collection for which AI Seymour has created an 
every name index in CD format. The coroners' reports 
are a part of the Board of Supervisors' minutes for the 
years 1881-1954. The coroner was required to file a 
report for any unattended death (meaning any death 
which occurred when a doctor was not in attendance 
or for which the deceased was not under a doctor's 
care) and any violent death (including accidents). 

Julia also mentioned that in the same location the 
glass plate negatives were found, she discovered a 
book containing the minutes of a local GAR. unit, 
from their first meeting to their last. 

JCNYGS members talk with Julia Gosier 
after her talk on the glass plate negatives. 

On tbe Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

May 8 Meeting 
From President Malinich's Notes 

Mary Hamilton, a Cape Vincent Historian, presented 
the evening's program. She told many interesting sto­
ries and anecdotes of life along the River far back in 
history. She was accompanied by Peter Margray, the 

Vincent Town Historian. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCNYGS 
Minutes of April 10, 2006 Meeting 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by vice­
president Jerry Davis. Eighteen people were present. 
The secretary's report was read and approved on a 
motion by Clancy Hopkins, second by Pauline Zach. 
The treasurer's report was read by Hollis Dorr and ap­
proved on a motion by Bill Dixon, second by Nan 
Dixon. 
Corresponding Secretary: Clancy has sent out a 
number of emails in reply to mail he has received. He 
has also been able to email our membership applica­
tion to those he contacts. Clancy has also noticed that 
the mail included several orders for the Will Book. 
Repository: Nan says there are too many Informers 
in the repository, over 200 of some issues. She feels 
we need a maximum of 25 copies of each issue. She 
suggests that we mail out some of these extras to vari­
ous libraries and societies to generate interest in the 
JCNYGS. She also created a set of one of each issue 
and donated it to the City of Watertown's Historian's 
office. Other suggestions from the floor included one 
that we bundle the extra issues, by year or some other 
way, and offer them for sale at a discounted price. 
Nan had another suggestion-to give away the City 
directories and old periodicals we now have in our re­
pository. This will free up space and also make the 
materials available to more people; now they are only 
available once a month to those who come to the 
meetings. She will write up a list of suggestions and 
guide lines for the Repository and bring to the next 
meeting for discussion. She is working in the Reposi­
tory most Monday afternoons. 
Publicity: Phyllis sent out the usual media notices. 
Program: Phyllis has arranged programs through the 
summer. A list is printed on the back of the agenda. It 
was suggested by several people that one of the field 
trips-Oct or Nov be to Fort Drum. Lynn Thornton will 
try to make the arrangements. 
Publications: 
Pedigree Book 2: Lynn Thornton has agreed to take 
on the project of sorting through the genealogies, cre­
ating an every name index, and getting the volume 
published. 
Pedigree Book 1: Bill was able to get 25 books printed 
at Benjamin Printers for $294, or $11 .76 each. They 
will be sold for $15 apiece, plus S & H if ordered by 
mail. Bill placed 15 copies in the Repository. 
Will Book Hollis has sold four or five books since our 
last meeting, bring the total sold to about 80 copies. 
Newsletter: Bill suggested that the focus of the July 
issue be on Fort Drum. This was agreeable to those 
present. 
Genealogical Collection: Work on the collection will 
have to wait until Nan gets the Repository in shape. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Membership: Clancy reported that we have a few 
new members. 
Resources Committee: In March, Bill, Nan and Jean 
visited Robert Boucher, the village of Evans Mills and 
Town of LeRay Historian. 
Old Business: Clancy distributed information about 
the ATTAIN lab's classes on Heritage Quest. Mem­
bers can call for information or to sign up for a class. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 following a motion 
by Clancy Hopkins and a second by Hollis Dorr. 

JCNYGS 
Minutes of May 8, 2006 Meeting 

From President Malinich's Notes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by president 
Linda Malinich. 
Eighteen people were present. The secretary's report 
and the treasurer's report were read and approved. 
Repository: Nan is still working at organizing the re­
pository. 
Program: Phyllis announced that Nan Dixon would 
give a talk on the Maps of Jefferson County for the 
July program. Shawn Doyle of Half-Shire will present 
his program on Researching our Canadian-Irish an­
cestors in September. 
Publications: 
Pedigree Book 2: Lynn Thornton is making good pro­
gress on organizing Book 2. 
Will Book 80 Books have been sold to date. 
Newsletter: Bill and Nan Dixon went on a tour of the 
museum at Fort Drum. (The trip was an escorted one.) 
Old Business: 
Will Books: Jon Holcombe made a motion that we do­
nate up to 15 of the Will Books to larger libraries such 
as the State Library in Albany and the NEHGS. Dis­
cussion followed. Motion was passed. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:1 0. 

JCNYGS Members discuss genealogy 
After the evenings meeting 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Fort Drum 
Military History 

Before 1984 
Two hundred years ago, on March 28, 1805, Jefferson 
County (NY) officially came into existence. Throughout 
this two-century time span, there has been an element 
of military history, entwined in the broader general 
history of Jefferson County; the battle of Sackets Har­
bor in t~e '!'Jar of 1812; to the raising of volunteer units 
for the Umon A_rmy during the Civil War; the early 20th 
Century establishment of military training grounds be­
tween Black River and Deferiet; the construction of 
Pine Camp; the activation of the 1Oth Mountain Divi­
sion at Fort Drum. 

Indeed, Fort Drum itself will be recognizing its 100th 
Anniversary in a scant 2 years. It was in late August 
and early September of 1907, that elements of the 
New York State National Guard conducted the first 
documented large scale maneuvers on the lands cur­
rentl_y occupied by Fort Drum. The 1st, 2nd and 10th 
Reg1ments of the 3rd Brigade, National Guard of New 
York, participated in a week-long series of maneuvers 
referred to as "Camp Hughes", in honor of then New 
York governor, George Evans Hughes. 

Th~ _success of this training, and the suitability of the 
tra1mng area was such, that a larger scale, albeit still 
only one week duration, training exercise of Guards­
men, this time including units from outside of New 
Yo~ state, w~s conducted the following year (1908), 
agam on the pme plains. Again, the encampment was 
a huge success, and the acquisition of additional train­
~n~. land, specifically for long-term military use, was 
m1t1ated. 

In 1910, summer training at Pine Camp was again 
conducte~; this time involving, among other National 
Guard umts, two regular army units composed of the 
so-called "Buffalo Soldiers." 

The 24th Infantry Regiment (stationed at Madison Bar­
rack~, 1908-11) and the 1Oth Cavalry Regiment, 
(stationed at Camp Ethan Allen in Vermont), both con-
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~ucted traini~g on the pine plains. The 10th Cavalry, 
1n fact, conducted a road-march from Camp Ethan Al­
len. to Pine ~amp for the maneuvers, and returned, by 
tram followmg completion of the training. Several 
photo images of the 10th Cavalry mounted columns 
moving through the villages of Lowville and Carthage 
are in the photo archives of the Fort Drum Historical 
Collection. 

United States entry into WW 1 saw the birth of a num­
be~ of famo~s divisions and smaller units, many of 
which established an affiliation with the training area, 
commonly referred to as Pine Camp subsequent to the 
end of WW I. The 26th (Yankee) Division the 27th 
(O'R~~n's) Division, and the 42nd (Rainbo._.:,) Division 
all utilized the large range and maneuver areas avail­
able here in Jefferson County at various times over the 
last 85 years. 

The 15~ Artillery Regiment, activated in Syracuse in 
the spnng of 1917, trained briefly at Pine Camp in 
September of 1917. Its linear descendent 2nd Battal­
ion, 15th Regiment is currently assigned' to the 10th 
Mountain Division. 

During the interwar years, 1919-1939, Pine Camp 
gre~ as a summer training facility for the New York 
Nat1onal G~ard, as well as units from New England 
and the M1ddle States, including the 28th and 29th 
Divisions. 

~emi-permanent wooden buildings, mostly stables, but 
mcludmg_a commissary and post exchange, were con­
structed m the area immediately east of (what was to 
become~ NYS Route 26, north of and adjacent to the 
Black R1ver, and immediately south of Wheeler-Sack 
Airfield during the mid-1920s. 

T~e. airfield itself was established in the early 1920s, 
o~1g1~a!!Y as nothing m~re than a large, roughly flat, 
d1rt X scratched out 1n a field, with a few rough 
wooden administrative buildings constructed nearby. It 
was naf!led 'Wheeler-Sack Field" in 1927, following 
the accidental death of two 27th Division airmen 
whose Curtis Jenny bi-plane crashed during summe~ 
maneuvers by the New York National Guard at Pine 
Camp. As late as 1935, the commercial airfield near 
~exter, NY, wc:t~ cons~dered as more usable as a stag­
mg area for military a1rcraft during large-scale maneu­
vers. 

In the early 1930's a number of modest sized, con­
~rete block storage buildings were constructed for Na­
trona! Guard use just east of NY State Route 26 north 
of the Black River bridge at Great Bend. These were 
subsequently nicknamed stone city and still largely 
existed until the mid-1990s. ' 

Large scale maneuvers at Pine Camp, in 1935, and in 
the _a~ea _north and east of Pine Camp in 1940, saw 
partrc1pat1on of Army National Guard divisions and 
Regular Army Divisions, including: the 1st, 26th, 27th 
29th, 43rd and 44th divisions, (Continued on pg. 6), 
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(Continued from page 5) 
Including: the 1st, 26th, 27th, 29th and 44th divisions, 
and featured the introduction of mechanized tanks 
alongside the horse-mounted Cavalry and horse -
drawn artillery, which had trained here in Jefferson 
County since the Camp Hughes maneuvers of 1907. 

The 121st Cavalry (New York National Guard), with 
sub-elements stationed in Albany, Utica, Syracuse, 
and Rochester is one of the better known horse-soldier 
units to have routinely trained at Pine Camp between 
WW I and WW II. 

During the inter-war period, Pine Camp was also a 
locale for summer training of participants in the Re­
serve Officers Training Corps from a number of nota­
ble universities, including: Cornell, Princeton, and Nor­
wich. 

With the formal eruption of hostilities in Europe in 
1939, the United States began to expand its armed 
forces, and simultaneously to expand its training facili­
ties. The physical expansion of the area around Pine 
Camp was similar to the expansion of army facilities in 
many other states, North Carolina, Texas, and Wiscon­
sin, to name a few. 

In October of 1940 the construction of a new federal 
training facility for the Army, retaining the name "Pine 
Camp", was initiated. This construction, largely com­
pleted in the ensuing ten months, resulted in a large 
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garrison cantonment located west of what is now NY 
State Route 26, north of and adjacent to the Black 
River, to within a mile of the village of Black River. In 
addition to major improvements to Wheeler-Sack 
Army Airfield, family housing, consisting of approxi­
mately seventy-five buildings, and a station hospital, 
capable of servicing an entire division, were estab­
lished. 

The War Department had recognized a need for larger 
land areas for training, both in large scale maneuver, 
and for use of more powerful, longer-ranged artillery, 
based on the observation of the results of Blitzkrieg 
warfare in Europe. 

The famous 4th Armored Division was activated at 
Pine Camp on April 15, 1941, and spent the ensuing 
17 months training on the pine trees and sand, which 
characterized the installation. General George Patton, 
incidentally, was the 4th AD commander, and never 
set foot on Pine Camp. 

In June 1941, the 754th Tank Battalion was activated 
at Pine Camp. This unit, equipped with the M-3 light 
tank, trained alongside the 4th Armored Division for 
six months, before being dispatched to the south Pa­
cific in January, 1942. Between April 1941 and De­
cember 1943, Pine Camp hosted the 45th Infantry 
Division, the 5th Armored Division, and was the birth­
place of several separate battalions. These smaller 
units, formally activated at Pine Camp, included: the 
707th and 772nd Tank Battalions, the 704th Tank De­
stroyer Battalion, and the 258th Field Artillery Battal­
ion. Separate infantry, artillery, and quartermaster bat­
talions were also activated at Pine Camp during WW 
II. A confinement facility for Italian and German prison­
ers of war was also in existence, adjacent to the rail­
head at the southwest comer of Pine Camp, from Sep­
tember 1943 until May 1946. While the 1209th C.S.U. 
administered Pine Camp itself, the POW facility was 
operated by the 1277th S.G.S.U., both of which fell 
under the Second Service Command. 

Following the end WW II, Pine Camp resumed its mis­
sion as a seasonal training ground for the National 
Guard and the occasional Regular Army units. Sea­
sonal included winter, and between 1948 and 1953 
included the 11th and 82nd Airborne Divisions from 
the Regular Army conducting winter maneuvers in the 
North Country. Also, during the Korean War, a Ten­
nessee National Guard unit, the 278th Regimental 
Combat Tea_m, was federalized by President Truman, 
~nd had maJor elements station at Pine Camp, which 
m 1951 was renamed Camp Drum. The 278th, which 
had its regimental headquarters in Camp Devens, •. 
Massachusetts during this period, departed Camp 
Drum in 1953. 

For the next three decades, prior to the expansion of 
Fort Drum in the mid-1980s, the focus again was pri­
marily National Guard and Army Reserve training. 
During this time, the New York 27th Division trans­
formed into the 27th Armored Division for two dec-
ades. (Continued on Page 7) 
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(Continued from Page 6) 
The New Jersey National Guard's 50th Armored Divi­
sion also learned to call Camp Drum 'home'. The 76th, 
77th and 78th Divisions of the Army National Guard 
also utilized Camp Drum (Fort Drum after 1974) for 
their annual training. 

During the period of official U.S. participation in com­
bat in Vietnam, Camp Drum, as the installation was 
then known, was essentially a seasonal training area 
for the National Guard and Reserves. The most salient 
exception to that statement occurred in the spring of 
1966. During April and May of 1966, the 196th Light 
Infantry Brigade, which had been activated at Camp 
Devens, Massachusetts, the previous year, re-located 
to Jefferson County prior to its deployment to Vietnar_n. 
Although Fort Drum is not without swamps, the 196 
LIB soldiers were somewhat shocked to find them­
selves preparing for heat, jungles, and swamps of 
Vietnam by conducting maneuvers at Camp Drum .. .in 
the snow. Coincidentally enough, two units then as­
signed to the 196th Light Infantry Brigade, the 4-31 
Infantry and 17th Cavalry, now have their linear de­
scendents in the 1Oth Mountain Division. 

And again, the Regular Army periodically dispatched 
units for training in the heart of Jefferson County. The 
101 st Airborne Division (Air Assault) had an infantry 
battalion training at Camp Drum during the summers 
of both 1973 and 1974. While no longer on 'jump 
status' at that time, the 1 01 st found itself, in 1973, 
sharing Camp Drum with a battalion of the 82nd Air­
borne Division, which was on jump status, and had, in 
fact, made a mass tactical jump into Camp Drum to 
initiate its training on the installation. In 1977, soldiers 
from the Special Forces Group headquarters stationed 
at Fort Devens, Massachusetts, conducted the first 
night tactical parachute jump at Fort Drum. The last 
mass tactical airdrop conducted at Fort Drum was by 
2-3251nfantry, 82nd Airborne Division, in 1988. 

Besides the aforementioned units, literally hundreds of 
smaller separate, non- divisional and divisional units 
representing Regular Army and Army National Guard 
(49th Armored Division, Texas National Guard, for ex­
ample) have a shared history of training at Fort Drum. 
Additionally, foreign military units, and units from our 
other Armed Services, Air Force, Air National Guard, 
Naval, Coast Guard, and Marine Corps Reserve have 
also utilized the training resources of this installation, 
in some cases, for nearly a half century. 

Fort Drum has a military history. And it didn't just start 
in 1984. 
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Camp Hughes Pictures 
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Information on Fort Drum has been in the past issues of our Informer as listed below. 
May 1996 
July 1996 
March 1998 
May 1998 

The 1996 issues include material on the "lost villages." 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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U.S. M·4AJII "Sherman• Medium Tank, WWII era 

The Historical Collection at Fort Drum 
has the mission of telling the history of the 

installation and recognizing the various units 
which have been affiliated with the installation 

since the original 1907 Camp Hughes 
lllHilt:UVt:rs. 

Since its earliest days, the 'pine plains' and Pine 
Camp was rccogni1.cd ns ideal training grounds 
for artillery and caval ry. With the development 

of the tank, following WWI, the installation 
cxp~ndcd to ~ccommodatc the need for the 

larger maneuver area required in mobile 
warfare. 

The development of more powerful and longer 
range artillery prior to and during WW II, also 
s~rved to reinforce the value of this installation 

in the training conducted by artillery units. 
particularly fo r National Guard units from New 

England and the Middle States. 
The outdoor vehicle and equipment exhibits of 

the llistorical Collection rcllectthc types of 
artillery. vehicles, and even helicopters wh ich 

have been used in training at Pine Camp, Camp 
Dmm, and finally Fort Drum, since the early 

1900s. 
The llistorical Collection even has a handful of 
Soviet-model vehicles and weapons captured 

from the lntqi Army during Oeser! Storm. These 
items were used by the Opposing Forces 

(OPFOR) Detachment at Fort Drum unti l the 
mid-1 990's. 

Gcrm1n "Hanomag" C1r1o Truck, used by lr1ql Army 

( 

U.S. M·60A3 Main Battle Tank 

U.S. M-901 Improved Tow Vehicle (lTV) 

U.S. M-1 1 OAi 8 Inch, Self-Propelled Howllze 
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Lovell Kimball 
by Leo lngmanson 

Most of the information about Lovell and the Kimball's 
early life was taken from research done . by Jean B. 
Huprich about 30 years ago. Jean has smce passed 
away. She was a great, great, great granddaughter of 
Woodbury Kimball, brother of Lovell's. 

The story of Lovell Kimball begins with his maternal 
grandparents, Jonathan and Betsy (Woodbury) 
Massey. Jonathan was born 1747, Betsey in 1748 in 
Salem, New Hampshire. The pair married in 1766 and 
over the next 25 years raised twelve children, in 
Salem. In 1792 they with all their children moved to 
Windsor, Vermont. 

Their son, Hart, was one of the original founders of 
Watertown, Jefferson County, New York, arriving there 
in 1800. He was followed by his parents, Jonathan and 
Betsy and brothers, Dr. Isaiah and Daniel Massey, in 
1801.The following year, Daniel, moved to near 
Grafton, Ontario, Canada, where he eventually 
opened a small factory that became known as "The 
Newcastle Foundry and Machine Manufactory". It was 
continued by a son and later a grandson owned the 
business and it became the Massey-Harris Company. 
Later the youngest son, Baker, moved to Watertown. 
It's probable other members of the Massey family, 
also, came to Watertown, we do know some remained 
in Vermont. 

Deborah Massey born in 1773 was one of the family 
that remained in Windsor. She married Lovell Kimball, 
Sr. in about 1790. Little is known of this family, except 
they had five children; Woodbury born about 1791, 
twins Solon and Lovell, Jr. born about 1792, and 
daughters; Betsey born June 25, 1793 and Deborah 
born about 1796, all were born in Windsor. Lovell, Sr. 
died soon after the birth of their fifth child, leaving 
Deborah a young and seemingly poor widow with four 
young children (Solon must have died in infancy). 

Deborah, with little or no means of support allowed her 
young family to be raised by her brother, Dr. 
Woodbury Massey, in Windsor. In 1807, Deborah re­
married to Truman Hurd. Whether her new husband 
was not fond of her children or if she felt they were 
better off in the care of her brother, the children 
continued in the household of their uncle. 

The children seemed to fit in well with their adopted 
family and though, I'm sure, no format adoption was 
preformed they took the name of Massey, later 
returning to the Kimball name. Betsey married Adam 
Gregory, by whom she had fourteen children born in 
Clinton and Cayuga Counties, New York. Deborah 
married Archelaus Putnam and gave birth to twelve 
children, they lived in Peru, Clinton County, New York. 

Lovell and Woodbury seemed to have a very well 
rounded education, and it is believed that the brothers 
traveled to Europe to study the manufacturing of 
malleable iron. Possibly they visited Marseille, France, 
which awed Lovell with its industry and manufacturing 
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to the extent it inspired him to one day name 
Marseilles, Illinois after the French city. 

Woodbury married Amanda McAllister before 1820. In 
the 1820 Otsego County, New York census, he was 
still using the Massey surname. Soon after that he 
reverted to the Kimball name. 

Lovell must have been residing in Jefferson County as 
early as 1820, as using the name. Ma~sey, ~e 
purchased land in Jefferson County w1th h1s cousm 
Stillman Massey. 

Lovell married Permelia Whipple of Jefferson County, 
New York, probably, prior to 1825, as in that year, 
Woodbury named a daughter, Permelia, after her aunt. 
Permelia Whipple was a native of Jefferson County, 
although it has not been determined who her parents 
were, it is known she had a sister Adeline, and a 
brother William. 

In 1831, with the rumor of gold being discovered in 
Florida, Lovell, Woodbury and their wives trav~led to 
Florida with a group of investors and began lookmg for 
a tract of land as speculation for a building boom that 
would develop with the on set of gold fever. They 
made Key West their base, maybe as just a place to 
leave their families while searching for land. They 
eventually purchased what today is known as Sanibel 
Island, sight unseen. After viewing the property and 
finding it mostly swamp land, they deserted the project 
and returned to New York. 

Woodbury's wife died while the group was in Florida, 
leaving him with five daughters. He remarried after 
returning to New York. His new bride had no desire to 
raise his children so Woodbury placed his daughters in 
a boarding school. 

In 1832 or 1833, Woodbury started a malleable iron 
foundry in Greene County, New York, possibly the first 
foundry of its type in the United States. But he didn't 
stay around long to enjoy the fruits of his labor. He 
soon left his family and headed west on another 
business venture and his family never saw him again. 
He died in Kentucky of cholera in 1848, and his 
children did not learn of it until two years later, after his 
business interests had been settled among creditors 
and partners. 

After their sojourn in Florida, Lovell and Permelia 
returned to Jefferson County, but upon hearing of the 
potential source of waterpower available at the rapids 
of the Illinois, Lovell and Permelia sold their real estate 
holdings in Jefferson Co., in 1833. And in 1834, 
traveled to Chicago by way of the great lakes and set 
out immediately for that area along the Illinois River in 
La Salle Co., Illinois, known as the Grand Rapids of 
the Illinois, the only area of the river that always had to 
be portaged, even with canoes. 

Lovell found the area to his liking, it was in every way 
what he had hoped, except he had one problem. The 
water power was already being used by a Mr. Ephriam 
Sprague, it seems that in 1832 after the Indian (cont.) 
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upnsmg known as the Blackhawk War had been 
quelled and settlers in the area were resettling back 
into the area, Ephriam, who had fought in the war, built 
a wing dam at the head waters of the rapids and con­
structed a saw mill and for more than a year had been 
doing a brisk lumber business. Lovell obviously made 
an offer to buy him out, but was turned down. Sprague 
knew the potential for his business was enormous as 
more and more settlers were moving into the area. 
And the government plans to build a canal from Chi­
cago to a point below the rapids was reaching the con­
struction stage. The grain, lumber, coal and other com­
modities that would be moved along this corridor, 
would effectively unite the Great Lakes and the Gulf of 
Mexico and the growth along the canal route would be 
tremendous. 

Lovell was, also, aware of the great potential of the 
area and had big dreams for a booming industry, he 
planned to exploit ever means of profit available in the 
new land. Realizing that Ephraim Sprague did have 
certain rights to the waterpower, but that he was es­
sentially squatting on land he did not have proper title 
to. Lovell bought all the land north of the river on and 
around which Sprague's mill sat. 

Lovell had his newly purchased land surveyed and laid 
out a plat for a town six blocks each direction with a 
town s~uare in the center measuring 300'x 300'. On 
June 3 , 1835, Lovell entered the village plat into the 
records of La Salle County. He named the village Mar­
seilles after the industrial and manufacturing city of 
France, which he envisioned his new town would emu­
late. 

Lovell then set out on a trip back east to secure financ­
ing for his planned enterprise. He must have been very 
persuasive, as he returned the following year with a 
large sum of money and many backers returned to 
Marseilles with him, so enraptured by the Utopia that 
Lovell had described to them. This group consisting of 
William Whipple, Augustus D. Butterfield, Gurdon Hub­
bard and the brothers Dr. Robert and James H. 
Woodworth. This group became the board of directors 
of the newly formed Marseilles Manufacturing Com­
pany. The papers were formally drawn up and signed 
the following year. The new company immediately be­
gan operating a ferry across the river and opened a 
line of stagecoaches running north to Chicago and 
south to St. Louis, with the routes through Marseilles, 
the small village prospered and many small busi­
nesses sprang up. They also constructed a new dam 
across the river, histories disagree as to where this 
dam was built some say below and others above 
Ephriam Sprague's dam, but which ever, it effectively 
put Sprague out of business. 

Sprague's curse is recorded in the history of Mar­
seilles. An angry and defeated Ephriam Sprague 
raised his arms to the heavens and prayed "May fire 
bum and flood wash away everything in Marseilles, as 
long as the memory of Kimball shall lasr. Ephriam 
Sprague left for areas unknown never to be heard of 
again, so the histories say. However, there was an 
Ephriam Sprague family living in Will County, Illinois in 
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the 1840 census. 

Lovell now had complete control over the waterpower, 
but his first dam was washed out with the first high 
water, the curse perhaps. Undaunted he rebuilt it and 
constructed a saw mill, containing two sash saws, one 
lathe machine and a shingle cutter and a brisk busi­
ness ensued. The company then started construction 
of a grist and flouring mill, containing eight run of 52 
inch stone, five stories high with nine waterwheels and 
built of native black walnut. The new mill was com­
pleted and began operation in January 1841 , it was 
claimed to be the best mill west of the Alleghenies. 
Lovell, began purchasing land around his new town 
and at one time owned over a thousand acres, ex­
tending north into the prairie. 

One of the big events of that year was a visit by ex­
president Martin Van Buren. Van Buren was defeated 
for his second term as president and his last day in 
office was March 3rd, 1841 . He then set out on a fare­
well tour of the western states, Illinois being part of the 
tour. He stopped in Marseilles, possible at the urging 
of his nephew, John V.A. Hoes of Ottawa, who was 
Lovell's attorney. A large fish fry was held in Mar­
seilles to honor the ex-president, it is said that a crowd 
of over 800 turned out to greet Van Buren. 

Even though the Illinois and Michigan Canal which 
had started construction in 1836 was shut down in 
1837 as the state went bankrupt and no money was 
available, the M.M. Co. was doing a bustling business. 
The stockholders knew the canal would be finished 
eventually and then their company would truly boom. 
But on April14, 1842, the grist and flouring mill caught 
fire and burned to the ground. Nothing was saved not 
even a bushel of grain. As recorded in the Ottawa 
~ree Trader, the local newspaper of that day; • no 
fights or fires were used about the property within the 
previous ten days and unless it originated by friction of 
the machinery which is not probable, it was the work 
of some incarnate fiend who lit the incendiary torch to 
gratify his malignant feelings. n 

Lovell blamed Ephriam Sprague, but there was no 
evidence to prove it. The mill cost $30,000 to build 
and was insured for $10,000. However, the Illinois 
Mutual Insurance Company refused to pay, as a 
clause in the contract stated that no owner could 
make a claim upon the company. It seems that James 
H. Woodworth owned shares in the insurance com­
pany. This destroyed Lovell financially; the other part­
ners were hurt, but all were able to survive and go on 
to other endeavors, but not Lovell. As if this was not 
enough, later that year Amasa Cook, the contractor, 
who had built the mill and the replacement dam for 
Lovell and theM. M. Co., started a series of mechanic 
liens against the company, as he had not been paid in 
full for his work. Lovell asked for a change of venue. 
He was afraid he would not get a fair trial in the local 
courts. This would indicate that maybe some of Lov­
ell's business dealings were as unscrupulous as the 
histories seemed to insinuate. The trial was held in 
Yorkville, Kendall Co., Illinois and the verdict went 
against Lovell and his company, to the sum of $2,400. 
He appealed and three years later the Northern Dis­
trict of the Illinois (Continued on page 13) 
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Supreme Court, which met in Ottawa, heard the case. 
Amasa Cook hired Abraham Lincoln, considered to be 
an expert attorney before the Supreme Court, to repre­
sent him. The court ruled in Lovell's favor, one of the 
few times that Lincoln lost a case in front of this court. 

From the day his mill bumed, Lovell was a defeated 
man, he was financially ruined, never to see his town 
become the giant of industry that he dreamed of. In 
August of 1849 he fell sick with cholera, and died on 
about the 30th. He was buried in a small burial plot on 
the bluff. This cemetery was abandoned a few years 
later and most of the bodies were re-interred in a new 
cemetery, further east. Lovell's grave, with no family 
left in Marseilles to authorize moving it, was left in the 
old forgotten cemetery, until the centennial committee 
in 1935, located his ancient stone and placed a plaque 
on it to honor him. The plaque was later stolen and 
then recovered. It now hangs in the City Hall. The old 
cemetery is overgrown and so out of the way that later 
groups placed a stone in his honor in the town square, 
which is known as Broadway Park today. 

So little is known of Lovell's personal life, in fact no 
children were ever recorded for him. But a search 
through his estate papers found that in August of 
1849, when Lovell was sick with cholera, a son, Byron, 
was writing letters on his behalf to soothe his creditors. 
Some of the bills that were entered against his estate 
were small and indicated he may have been a rather 
vain man, as one bill was from a doctor in Baltimore 
for hair dye and dip. His mother had loaned him 
$4,000 in 1838 in the form of a bond, which he never 
repaid. It's believed she died in 1849, also, as the 
bond listed, his brother and sisters as heirs. There was 
probably not enough money in his estate to pay the 
debts he owed. 

Other than the correspondence he made on his fa­
ther's behalf or the fact that he bought a couple of 
items at the estate sale, Bryon Kimball has never been 
found, not even in the 1850 census, which was taken 
only months after Lovell's death. Not only did her hus­
band die in August 1849, but Permelia's sister, Ade­
line, who was married to Orville Cone, baker and 
newly elected sheriff of Grundy County, and living in 
Morris, only 18 miles away passed away from the 
same disease as Lovell. In 1850, Permelia was living 
in the household of Orville Cone as housekeeper to 
his young family. Permelia and Orville were married 
soon after and Permelia lived the remainder of her life 
in Morris, dying in 1873. Orville may also have been 
from Jefferson County. He and Adeline were married 
before coming to Illinois. They were living in La Salle 
County, probably Marseilles in 1840. 

Lovell's partner, William Whipple, brother of Permelia, 
from Jefferson County New York, came to Marseilles 
in 1835 and was the first grocer in the town. He also 
peddled his grocery products to the surrounding farm­
ers by horse and buggy. On February 14, 1839, he 
was married to Basheba Gibson in Marseilles by his 
brother-in-law, Orville Cone. After the manufacturing 
partnership was dissolved, he bought a farm in Grundy 
County and raised his family there. In later years he 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

moved to lnd!ana for a short time and eventually died 
in Ford County Illinois. 

Gurdon Hubbard who was employed by the American 
Fur Company as early as 1818 in Illinois, had traveled 
up and down the Illinois Valley many times and knew 
the area well. He was an advocate for the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal and became one of its first commis­
sioners. Hubbard never resided in Marseilles; he lived 
mostly in the Chicago area. He delved into many busi­
ness ventures, one being the insurance business. He 
left a large track of woodland to Cook County, Illinois 
upon his death, which is known as Hubbard's Woods 
Forest Preserve today. 

Dr. Robert Woodworth moved to Ottawa and later 
Peru, Illinois and a few years later was accidentally 
shot in a hunting accident and died from the wounds. 
An excerpt from a Ottawa sesquicentennial history 
book, states that in 1835 the only two houses in North 
Ottawa (north of the river) were a tavem and the store 
of Robert P. and James H Woodworth, possibly the 
brothers never made Marseilles their home. James H. 
Woodworth removed to Chicago and was elected 
mayor for two one year terms in 1848 and 1849, he 
later served one term as congressman. He was owner 
of the Chicago Hydraulic Flouring Mills and died a 
wealthy man. 

Augustus David Butterfield, is said to be an uncle to 
Permelia Kimball. He was a son of Levi and Isabella 
Butterfield, one of the first land owners in Rutland, Jef­
ferson County, New York. A.D. helped in the construc­
tion of the M. M. Co.'s first dam. He also operated a 
station for the stage lines. This was probably at the 
hotel he built and operated on the north edge of Mar­
seilles. A. D. remained in the Marseilles area the re­
mainder of his life and was a very influential citizen of 
the area. More will be written about this person and his 
family in a later article. 

Cousins, Israel, Jonathan and Christopher Massey, 
sons of Jonathan and Deborah (Messer) Massey Jr. 
followed Lovell to Marseilles in 1838. These brothers 
were bom and raised in New Hampshire, whether they 
spent any time in Jefferson County is unknown. After 
the death of Lovell they moved to Grundy and Will 
Counties. 

Bibliography: 
Notes, from letters of Jean B. Huprich 1978 to 
1981 . 
History Of The Massey Family, by Marion 
Massey Nicholson. 
The Free Trader, Ottawa, Illinois, April 23, 
1842. 
Marseilles Sesquicentennial1835-1885. 

_ The Story of Marseilles 1976, Marseilles Bi­
centennial Commission. 
The Daily Republican-Times, Ottawa, Illinois, 
August 29, 1935. 
Sesquicentennial Ottawa, 1837-1987, Official 
Commemorative Book. 
Estate Records of Lovell Kimball, La Salle 
County Court House, Ottawa, Illinois. 
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More From the 
Dollinger House Register 

Here is more of the 1887-88 Register of the Dollinger 
House which was in Redwood, NY. This work by 
Linda Malinich, our JCNYGS President, was first fea­
tured in the July and September 2004 issues of the 
Informer as well as the November 2005, January 2006 
and March 2006 issues. The following two pages 
continue after those pages. There is also a summary 
of Linda's work on page 20 in the November 2004 
Informer that will be of interest to readers. 

Gossman, Harry 
May 29, Jan 11 
Henry Gossman, fireman 

Watertown 

{1896 Watertown City Directory) 
Gould, Wm C. Watertown, NY 

Nov4 
Wm. C. Gould {1826-1895) 
{Parrish Cemetery, Town of Pamelia) 

Grant, John Amsterdam 
Mar27 

Graves, I.A. 
Oct5 

Watertown, NY 

Isaac A Graves {1888 Watn City Dir, miller) 
Graves, John Alexandria Bay 

Nov3 
John D. Graves {Child's - Alexandria, 

Gray, B.S. 
Feb 10 

Gray, D.H. 
Apr4 

Gray, G.R. 
Oct 13, Oct 15 

Gray, Geo. H. 
Dec 13, Dec 15 

Graystone, Henry R. 
Aug 25 

musician & farmer) 
Redwood 

Schnectady 

Redwood 

Redwood 

Utica 

Henry R. Graystone {1889 Utica Dir, cigar maker) 
Green, C.B. Omar & Mullett Creek 

Jun 30, Aug 17 {Town of Orleans) 
C. B. Greene (d 1894 age 55, Omar Cern. - Or­

leans) 
Grey, G.F. 

Jan 6 
Griffin, F.D. 

Oct 17 
Griffin, L.F. 

Feb20 
Grinnell, D.C. 

Nov 28 (dinner) 

Redwood 

Gouverneur 

Albany 

Alex Bay 

DeWitt C. Grinnell {Child's- Alexandria, 

Griff'"rths, D. 
house & sign painter) 

Utica (RW&O RR) 
Aug 15 
David Griffiths (Utica Dir: 1887- baggageman, 

{1888-1890- conductor) 
Griswold, F.J. Redwood 

Feb25 
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Gross, J.H. Rochester, NY 
July 22 
John H. Gross {1888 Rochester Dir, salesman) 

Guthrie, W.J. Philadelphia 
Jul19, Dec 5 
William J. Guthrie - Child's 
(Appointed PostMaster (1897) Philadelphia) 

Gyat?, F.A. Boston 
Dec2 

-H -

H_elle_, J.L. Watertown 
Aug 8 

Hackett & Son, A?W. Utica 
July 22 

Hackett, J?M. Utica 
Jan 16 
John Hackett (1894 Utica Dir, several "Johns") 

Hackley, M.A. Belleville 
May23 
Mills A. Hackley, lawyer 
(Belleville Business Directory, 1867 -68) 

Haffrey, John H. Ogdensburg, Theresa 
Dec 14, Dec 17, Feb 3, Feb 7, Feb 14, Feb 25, 
Mar 27 {1st time from Theresa}, Apr 2, Apr 14 
John Hattery (1880 Census- Ogdensburg, 

St. Lawrence County, marble cutter, age 27) 
John Haffrey (Child's - Theresa, marble cutter, 

manager marble works for FA Gaudett, 
bds Getman House) 

Hagan,D. Redwood 
Sept 23 

Hagen, Wm J. LaFargeville 
Oct 13 
William J. Hagen (Child's- Orleans, farmer) 
William J. Hagen (1866-1938, Grove Cemetery) 

Hall, C.W. Philadelphia 
Jan 9 
Charles W. Hall (Child's- Antwerp, 

C.W. Hall & Co. prop. boarding house) 
Charles W. Hall (1844- 1908) 
Charles W. Hall (d . 1901 , age 51) 
(Hillside Cemetery, Antwerp) 

Hall, R.H. Watertown 
Mar23 

Hall, Wm. S. 
Aug 13 

Halladay, Henry Syracuse 
Aug 3, Sept 7, Oct 13, Dec 20, Jan 31 , Mar 7 
Henry Halladay {1888 Syracuse Dir., com. trav) 

Hammond, Fred Ogdensburg 
Feb20 

Hammond, John Ogdensburg 
Apr16 

Hanell?, H. Troy, NY 
Apr 17 

Hanks, E.F. Jersey City 
Aug 25, Aug 27 (Mrs.) 
Edmund F. Hanks (1889 Jersey City, NJ Dir­
dentist) 

Hanks, Ford Brooklyn 
Mar22 
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Hanson, Irving 
Oct25 

Theresa 

Irving Hanson (Child's- Theresa, res. Rossie, 
breeder of grade Ayrshire cattle) 

Irving Hanson (1847 -1936, Oakwood Cemetery) 
Hanson, John E. & wife Marlborgh 

July 13 
Harder, A. Redwood 

Apr10 
Anson Harder (Child's -Alexandria, res Redwood, 

attorney at law) 
Anson Harder, Esq (1834 -1907, Redwood Cern.) 

Harder?, Frank Redwood 
Nov 22, Dec 26 

Hardy, e .G. 
May 31 

Sanford Comers 
(LeRay) 

Clarence G. Hardy (1866-1949) 
(Calcium N Cemetery- LeRay) 

Hardy, C.J. Plessis 
Jan 11 
Charles J. Hardy (Child's -Alexandria, farmer) 
Charles J. Hardy (1857-1934, Plessis Cemetery) 

Hardy, D.A. Sanford Comers 
May 31 (LeRay) 
Dexter A. Hardy ( 1863-1892) 
(Calcium N Cemetery- LeRay) 

Harrigan, Patrick 
Aug 18 

Harris, Chas 
Nov 22, Dec 26 

Hammond 

Redwood 

Charles Harris (Child's -Theresa, farmer) 
Harris, F.E. Ashland, Ohio 

Dec8 
Hart, Fred Philadelphia 

Dec8 
Fred Hart (Child's- Philadelphia, laborer) 

Hartley, S.F. Gouverneur 
Aug 18 
Sylvester F. Hartley (1838-1919) 
(Riverside Cemetery, Section F- Gouverneur) 

Hartman, E.J. LaFargeville 
Apr4 

Hartman, Ed Shar_Bay 
Jan 25 

Hartman, Ed Syracuse 
Feb28 

Hartman, F .A. Redwood 
Jan 19 

Hartman, F.A. Utica 
July 19, Aug 26, Sept 29 
Frederick Hartman (1891 Utica Dir, RR brakeman) 

Hartman, P .B. Alexandria Bay 
Nov 10 
Peter B. Hartman (Child's- Alexandria, 

Prop. Hartman House, James Street) 
Harvey, John Hammond 

Sept 19, Oct 1 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Hasbrouck, J.C. 
Apr4 

Haskell, C.W. 
Oct29 

Hawk, Fred 
Feb27 

Hayden, Wm. 
Oct1 

Hayes, B.S. 
Jan 10, Feb 7 

Haynes, J.C. 
Aug4 

Haywood, G.H. 
June 14 

NY 

Burlington, VT 

New York 

Auburn, NY 

Watertown 

Lyons, NY 
(Wayne County) 

Antwerp 

George H. Haywood (1853-1888) 
(Hillside Cemetery - Antwerp) 

Heath?, E. Alex Bay 
Mar29 
Edwin Heath (1866- 1927) 

(Highland Cemetery- Alexandria) 
Heffron, H.K. Utica, NY 

Feb22 
Harvey K. Heffron (1894 Utica Dir, 

bookkeeper, h 37 Brinckerhoff Ave) 
Helmer?, Mr. Denver, Col 

Sept 20 
Helmer?, Mrs. 

Sept 20 
Helmer, B. 

Jan 9 

Redwood 

Watertown 

Benjamin Helmer (Child's- Watertown, 
dealer in horses, bds City Hotel) 

Benjamin Helmer (1833- 1895, Section D) 
(Brookside Cemetery, Watertown) 

Helperin, A. Boston 
Feb 8 

Henderson, F?C. & one 
Oct9 

Hendrickson, W. 
Mar28 

Henery, F. 
July 22 

Henly, R. 
Sept 1 

Hess & Cos HTC Co 

Omar 

Theresa 

Cornwall 

Popes Mills 
(St. Lawrence County) 

July 15 (13 people listed) 
Higgins, C.C. Rochester, Theresa 

Jun 14, Nov 5, Nov 7, Feb 23 & 25 (Rochester) 
Charles G. Higgins (1850-1894) 
(Vrooman Hill Cemetery- Antwerp) 

Hill, F.J. 
Nov 28 (dinner) 

Hills, Chas. E. 
Jul13, Aug 25, Sept 21 , Oct 19 

Hirsch,_? 
June 14 

Albany 

Albany 
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Computer Corner 
The Jefferson County GenWebSite has again taken up 
the practice of highlighting Jefferson County Pioneers, 
those hardy souls who struggled through the wilder­
ness forest to settle Jefferson County. Since January 
we have posted 44 new pioneers, as well as the Town 
Clerk's Civil War records for Henderson, thanks to 
Diana Law who transcribed them. 
Possibly half the families who were settled here before 
1850 came from the Mohawk Valley. With that in mind, 
here is a selection of family websites from the list 
printed in the Nellis News of March 2006. These fami­
lies all had roots in New York State, and many of the 
surnames are familiar to those studying Jefferson 
Coon~ · 

Nellis Website: 
http :1/freepages. genealogy. rootsweb. com/ 
-nelliswebsite/ 

Woolever/Nellis: 
http://www.kcnet.com/-sdjoneslwoolnel.html 

Near/Neer Family by Bud Neer: 
http://www.icdc.com/-bfnjr/dat22.htm#19 

Klock family and Nellis family History: 
http://www.threerivershms.com/third.htm 

Fort Klock: 
http://www. fortklock.com/ 

Darci's Place. Use the Pico Search to find the surname 
of choice. 
http://darcisplace.com/darci/related. htm#one 

Nellis/Nelles List: 
http://lists. rootsweb.com/index/sumame/n/nellis. html 

Snell, Zimmerman, Timmerman Families: 
http://www.szt-genealogy.org/ 

Getman Family: 
http://hometown .aol .com/berne58/myhomepage/ 
heritage. html 

A Century Ago 
Sugar cost four cents a pound. 
Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen. 
Coffee cost fifteen cents a pound. 
Most women only washed their hair once 

a month, and used borax or egg yolks. 
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The Chaumont Family 
Maps of Early Jefferson 

County, New York 
Until recently, a series of surveyor's map books was 
owned by the descendants of the James LeRay de 
Chaumont family. They numbered about a dozen and 
covered (mostly) the greater part of Lot #4 and part of 
#5 of MacComb's Purchase. (This is the area north of 
the Black River- essentially, all Towns north of Wa­
tertown.) The Chaumont family requested that they be 
housed in the basement of Jefferson County's Land 
Records Office and there they have sat for upwards of 
150 years or so. The Chaumont family, at that time, 
gave guardianship to the Jefferson County Bar Asso­
ciation. When the life to the last living direct Chau­
mont descendant drew to a close, he officially be­
queathed these books to the County Land Records 
Office. This transfer of ownership was greatly facili­
tated through the efforts of JoAnne Wilder, County 
Clerk. 

The value of these maps to family genealogists is of 
inestimable worth. The maps are on very large calf­
skin like pages. The individual plots on these maps 
often show the owner's names and dates purchased. 
They cover the time frame from the early 1800s 
through the 1860s. That's the good news. However, 
the not-so-good news is that having been created so 
long ago, it is difficult to identify the land itself. Ac­
cording to Mrs. Wilder, funds are needed to guarantee 
their preservation before the general public can view 
them. When that will happen depends upon the Land 
Records Office receiving a grant from New York State. 
Mrs. Wilder has applied twice now for grants and been 
refused, so this ~ill take some time. The preservation 
process would then take about a year to complete. 

Pat James (of NewYorkAncestry.com) and her hus­
band, Rex, talked with Ben Cobb, the previous record 
management officer, last August. He graciously 
shared the above information and allowed several pic­
tures to be taken of one of the books. You may look 
at the books by prior appointment only. The will 
probably not be published. 

100 Years Ago 
Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa, and Tennes­
see were each more heavily populated 
than California. With a mere 1.4 million 
residents, California was only the 21st­
most populated state in the Union. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcoet.net 
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Thousand Islands Sun, Thursday, June 4, 1970 

Alexander Macomb, 
Land Speculator 

By Nina W. Smithers, former St. Lawrence County 
Historian 

Note: Reprinted from York State Tradition. 

A small neatly lettered sign read "Macomb Town Line." 
It was one of several signs erected here and on other 
roads by members of the Juvenile Grange of Pope 
Mills, each sign informing the traveler that he was en­
tering the township of Macomb. 

There was nothing unusual about the sign. The inter­
esting fact was that this township in St. Lawrence 
County is all that remains of Alexander Macomb's vast 
domain to bear his name. 

Alexander Macomb was an adventurer and land 
speculator who became interested in the area of 
Northern New York, known as the Great Wilderness. 
Previous to 1772 it was.a part of Albany County. By 
the time Macomb had made his first purchase, the 
area had been separated from Albany and had be­
come the counties of Tryon and Charlotte. In 1784 the 
name Tryon was changed to Montgomery. 

Macomb was born in Ireland in 1750, the son of John 
Macomb, who brought his family to America when 
Alexander was five years old. Young Macomb was 
educated in New York and early in life got together a 
considerable amount of money by traffic in the fur 
trade in Detroit. He married for his first wife Catherine 
de Navarre and their only child was killed in action at 
sea. The second wife was Christina Livingston. They 
were the parents of eight children. One of his sons, 
Alexander Macomb Jr., who served in the War of 
1812, is mentioned in "Bugles on the Border'' by Harry 
Landon. 

In 1786, or sixteen years before St. Lawrence county 
was erected, the state of New York began to make 
serious attempts to interest settlers in this Northern 
Wilderness. One of the principal reasons could have 
been that, even though the Revolutionary War was 
over, the British were still entrenched in the settlement 
at Ogdensburg. History tells that the land commission­
ers of New York State in 1787 offered by auction sale 
at the old coffee house in New York City ten townships 
just south of the St. Lawrence River. They were Lis­
bon, Canton, DeKalb, Oswegatchie, Louisville, Stock­
holm, Potsdam, Madrid, Hague, and Cambray. These 
comprised the first purchase made. by Macomb. All of 
them have retained their original names except Cam­
bray, which became Gouverneur, and Hague, which 
became the towns of Morristown and Hammond. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Simeon DeWitt was named as Surveyor General of 
the state of New York, and a survey was made to de­
termine the location of the property. It is said that the 
shores of the rivers served as guides in laying out the 
tracts. The value of the land was little known, but 
Macomb is reported to have bought the land for as 
little as eight pence per acre. These ten townships 
were later conveyed by Macomb to other land Proprie­
tors including the Ogdens, Robert and Gouverneur 
Morris, Daniel McCormick, William Constable, and 
others to satisfy a debt. 

In 1791 Alexander Macomb became involved in the 
purchase of about four million acres of land afterwards 
known as "Macomb's Great Purchase." This was 
comprised of Great Tract No.1 in what is now Franklin 
county; Great Tract No.2 and Great Tract No.3 in St. 
Lawrence county; Great Tract No. 4 in Herkimer and 
Lewis counties; Great Tract No. 5 in Oswego, Jeffer­
son, Lewis, and Herkimer counties; Great Tract No. 6 
in Oswego, Lewis and Herkimer counties. It was the 
largest real estate transaction in the en-tire country up 
to that time. 

In 1792 Macomb became connected with a bank in 
New York City known as the "Two Million Dollar Bank." 
Shortly afterward, the bank was wrecked by an explo­
sion, the details of which were not generally known 
except that Donaldson in his "History of the Adiron­
dacks" says that the thickness of the walls is all that 
saved the life of Alexander Macomb. 

The Great Purchase soon passed from his hands. It is 
said that he never received title to tracts one, two, and 
three, and William Constable became the owner of 
four, five and six. 

During the process of these many transactions, one 
item to the credit of Macomb should never be over­
looked. It was he who reserved for the St. Regis Indi­
ans the six-mile square at the junction of the St. Regis 
River and the St. Lawrence. This adventurer, whom 
the historians have named "The Speculator," should 
be remembered for this if for nothing else. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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I~ JCNYGS MATERIALS FOR PURCHASE 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830-1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 to 
1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a chart 
showing the formation of Jefferson County Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage. 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 
Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
PO Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 
If you would like to save on postage, 
you may pick one up from Pauline Zach 
(Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin 
(Dexter), also at Corbin' s River Heri­
tage on Riverside Drive, Clayton. 

PEDIGREE BOOK I 
$15.00 plus 

$4.05 Shipping 
A collection of pedigrees 
Submitted by members 

of the JCNYGS 
with an every name index 

PEDIGREES 
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,. >4U. • ..~ .... v . .. ... " .. -:c' 
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CONTACT: BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 

nandixon@gisco.net 

THE/NF~·· 
: NFORMER AVAILABLE - _,_, ~ . , __ ··I 

BACK ISSUES 
$4.00 EACH 
Payable to JCNYGS 
CONTACT 
BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 
nandixon@gisco.net 

r ~i ~ 
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Available 
On CD 

Every Name 
Index 

To the Informers 
Through 2004 for $7 
Or $10 if mailing is 

required 

1994-1997 
Informers 
$20 or$23 if 

mailing is required 
AI Seymour 

110 Marian Drive 
Mattydale, NY 13211 

al@seymour.net 

(If you buy both COs, 
only a single $3 Mail 

fee!) 

New from AI Seymour!! 
Genealogical Resources 

Of Jefferson County 
Collected by JCNYGS 

Genealogical Resources Committee 
$7 plus $3 Mail fee 

AI Seymour, 110 Marian Drive, 
Mattydale, NY 13211 al@seymour.net 

INDEX 
To the records listed in 

Rev. Garand's Historical Sketch 
Of the Village of Clayton, NY 

And 
A Complete History of St. Mary's Parish 

This is an alphabetical listing of over 3000 
names and the pages where the baptismal, marriage 
and death records are located in Rev. Garand's 1902 
publication. Ideal for identifying surname spelling 
variations; brides and grooms listed separately. Send 
check or money order for $12 (includes S&H) to Jef­
ferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, 
Watertown, NY 13601 . 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Dear Aunty Jeff, 
I have been searching for burials in cemeteries in Jef­
ferson County for my ancestors, specifically Theresa 
and Alexandria and I'm wondering if you can answer 
some questions. I have been using the Bartlett ceme­
tery listings. Are there cemeteries that have not been 
transcribed yet? Also, I thought they might have been 
buried in Alexandria but I can't find them there. Do you 
have any suggestions as to where I could look or who 
I could talk to? Christine 

Dear Christine, 
Taking your questions in order, certainly there are 
cemeteries that have not yet been transcribed, but 
Aunty Jeff thinks (one is never certain) that the ones in 
Theresa and Alexandria have all been done. Gus 
Rogers, when he was compiling the cemetery records, 
certainly made every effort to get each big and little 
one he could find in those towns. He did all the north­
em towns of Jefferson County before he retired. Tran­
scriptions of other cemeteries in other towns have 
been done by Alice Corbett, who will answer specific 
questions, either by email or those directed to the Ge­
nealogy Room at Flower Library, Watertown. Debbie 
Quick of the Historical Association of South Jefferson 
has covered many, if not all, the towns in her area of 
southern Jefferson County. 

You say you believe your ancestors were buried in the 
Town of Alexandria. Aunty Jeff has mentioned this in 
other columns, but people do ask the same questions. 
Consider the following hard facts of life ... or of cemeter­
ies: Vandals do a horrific job. Halloween brings out the 
police, but they can't be everywhere at once, and van­
dals work year around. They smash stones for the 
sheer fun of it. Only a few weeks ago they attacked 
the Clayton Village Cemetery, destroying some very 
old stones beyond hope of repair. 

Stones weather. Many of the older stones are unread­
able by the time we want to get the information. Some 
families simply didn't have the funds to put up stones. 
Widows often lived in poverty, or on the charity of their 
children. The grieving widower could put up a stone for 
his wife before he remarried, but the widow would 
hesitate to ask her new husband, should she be so 
lucky as to find one, to honor her first husband. 

Private, or farm, or family cemeteries were the choice 
of some families. Then when the family died out, or the 
land changed hands, the cemeteries disappeared, or 
were lost in the woods, or were plowed over and the 
land used for crops. The marble gravestones made 
beautiful sidewalks, usually inscription side down, of 
course, but not always, and were useful in the founda­
tions of buildings ... we hear stories of that all the time. 
Over the years, cows grazing in cemeteries will knock 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Letters may be sent snail mail: 
Aunty Jeff, c/o Dixon, 15407 Dixon Rd., 

Clayton NY 13624 
or E-mail nandixon@Gisco.net 

over stones until the area is unrecognizable as a 
graveyard. 

Or, Gus simply missed some. At the end of a 90 de­
gree day (he worked only in the summer), with ener­
getic deer flies and horseflies in action, he might not 
have seen that one fallen and grassed over. He un­
earthed many, but we know he missed some. We're 
just thankful for the ones he found! He worked alone, 
you know, and long after most of us would have retired 
to Florida (where he is now). 

Nearly every older cemetery, especially neglected 
ones, will have a stone pile down the hill, where the 
broken and dislocated ones are thrown. Look there, 
too. 

You ask for suggestions as to where you could look or 
who you could talk to. Aunty Jeff does not have any 
really optimistic suggestions. Of course, the only way 
to be really certain is to do it yourself. Go to the likely 
cemeteries and go through them stone by stone, the 
way Gus Rogers did. It's a big job, and you should 
provide yourself with some trowels, to dig around the 
ones sunk in the grass, and any tools you can think of 
to help you read weathered inscriptions. Children, 
grandchildren, sympathetic spouses and friends are a 
big help here. Aunty Jeff and her family made it a fun 
thing, with the children (how many years ago now!) 
competing to find the stones we were looking for. We 
called it graveyarding, and the children considered it a 
game. 

Jefferson County Genealogy Society has made a pro­
ject over the past couple of years of taking up each 
town, alphabetically, and printing the 1855 map (not 
readily available as is the 1864 map), as well as a 
modem map locating the cemeteries, with a list of con­
tacts, as we could find them, for each cemetery. These 
were printed in the Informer, six times a year. Those 
back issues are available. Ask for the issue containing 
the town in which you are interested. 

If you can't find the contacts listed, check with the town 
clerk and the town historian. If they can't help, ask 
them to point out some older resident who might. Fu­
neral homes occasionally have knowledge that the 
average citizen does not. Cemetery associations often 
have intimate knowledge of the cemetery they are tak­
ing care of. 

Good hunting, and if you do get lucky, Aunty Jeff and 
the Informer would appreciate knowing just how you 
approached this. There are many people in the same 
position you are, who would love to know where 
Grandpa was buried ... let alone Grandma! 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Huckleberry Charlie, 
The Sage Of Pine Plains 

From THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL 
More Tug Hill Tales 

By Harold E. Samson 

"Come on folks. . git yer huckleberries. These 
huckleberries was picked on Pine Plains, couple miles 
this side of Great Bend. Guaranteed to be free of 
sticks and stones, stems and bruises. Step up, kind 
people, and purchase a few, for this is my last time 
through. Git yer huckleberries." 

So sounded the sales chant from the little park on 
Public Square in Watertown, and quickly a crowd gath­
ered around the tall, angular figure of the vendor. Hat 
rakishly cocked on one side, he stood with one hand 
holding a large cigar while the other busily dipped 
huckleberries from a milk pail into quart containers. 
The folks knew that even though they purchased not 
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an ounce of the succulent berries, they were in for 
some witty repartee. For this was "Huckleberry Char­
lie," noted philosopher, wit, and poet who hailed from 
Pine Plains, up near Great Bend. 

"How's business, Charlie?" asked an acquaintance 
who stood nearby. 

'Well, I'll tell you," returned Charlie. "I 'm sellin' my 
berries and I'll go home with quite a lot of spondulix 
(money). Ain't gettin' all I expected, but then, I didn't 
expect to." 
"I do business on a capital called wind, and manage to 
keep my head above warm water. Don't bore with a 
big augar, but I have just as many shavings as the 
most of 'em when night comes. The stars are high and 
the sky is low. If the wind changes it'll rain 'fore morn­
ing for sure." 

His name was Charles Sherman, and he was born 
February 15, 1842, the son of a prosperous Water­
town family. His father, Eli Sherman, was a Wall Street 
commission merchant and brother to John A. Sherman 
who donated to the YMCA the site on which its build­
ing in Watertown now stands. 

When Charlie was very young his parents both 
died, and he was brought up by his maternal grand­
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Reed of Great Bend. 
As he grew up he came to know and love every nook 
and cranny of that vast, level expanse of sand and 
trees known as Pine Plains, situated near his home 
and now a part of Camp Drum. On this tract grew 
thousands of huckleberry bushes, and young Charlie 
learned just where the largest and sweetest berries 
grew. 

Eventually he learned that these berries had a 
monetary value, and countless pails of them were 
picked and delivered to surrounding villages, and to 
Watertown, where some of his best sales were made. 
Naturally, in time the name of "Huckleberry Charlie" 
attached itself to him, and it stuck for the rest of his 
life. 

Charlie made hosts of friends wherever he went. 
People were attracted to his neat and upright, almost 
haughty, bearing, his natural instinct of independence 
and industry. But most of all they loved his sense of 
humor, his sparkling and ever-ready wit, and his ability 
to give vent to both by bursts of rapid-fire rhetoric that 
seemed to go on endlessly and always left his listen­
ers laughing. 
Charlie's repartee was usually innocuous and non­
personal. But he could, if the occasion required, tum 
on a brand of vitriolic wit that could cause a heckler's 
toes to curl up, and leave him to sizzle in the tried-out 
fat of his own audacity. After this had been witnessed 
a few times, people learned not to poke fun at Huckle­
berry Charlie. 

He dearly loved to answer questions in compara­
tive similies. Someone might say to him, "How are 
things, Charlie?" and like as not he might answer, 
"Siippin' fine, just like soapsuds down a sink." Or per­
haps, "Siicker'n a mink mitten," 

An acquaintance once said to him, "Nice night out, 
Charlie." 

"Yup, rather nice overhead," agreed Charlie, "but 
(Continued on page 21 ) 
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there ain't very many travelin' that way." (Obviously, 
this was before the days of air travel.) 

''The nights are sure getting longer," pursued the 
acquaintance. 

"Yeah, they sure are," retorted Charlie. 'Wisht I 
lived where they have six months night and six months 
day. Like to get there about sundown, so's I could get 
a good night's sleep. Hate to get there about sunup, 
though. Be a hell of a long time before dinner." 

Charlie sold another commodity for which he was 
famous. This was his horseradish, and for it he had 
another catchy sales spiel. 

"Git yer horseradish here. This is the finest horse­
radish that ever grew. Guaranteed to be the pure quill. 
Nothing taken away and nothing added except vine­
gar. Dug it and grated it myself. It's so strong that 
when I grated it the tears fell from my eyes like rain. 
And grated so fine that not once in the seventeen 
years that I've been selling it has anyone been able to 
find a piece of turnip in it the size of a pin head." 

One of Charlie's weaknesses was for loud and 
gaudy clothing. A couple of times a year he would visit 
the clothing merchants of Watertown and make the an 
-nouncement, "This is my birthday. Gotta git me some 
new clothes." Of course he had no intention of buying 
anything new, and the merchants knew this as well as 
anyone else. So they would dig out all the laid-away, 
un-salable articles of clothing that they could find and 
give them to him. 

This custom led to some unbelievably comical sar­
torial combinations that greatly amused his friends. 
One time he went to the Watertown fair wearing a bril­
liant green suit, flaring red vest, yellow button shoes, 
and a derby hat much too large but padded with paper 
to hold it up off his ears. 

The fair officials never charged him for admittance 
to the grounds. He was sort of a tradition there, and 
the concessionnaires all liked to have him stand in 
front of their stands, as a crowd always gathered 
around him. Needless to say, Charlie dearly loved all 
this attention. 

He also loved to watch the harness racing, but 
said he didn't dare get too close to the track for fear 
his clothing might scare the horses. 

When the United States Army took over Pine 
Plains as a training center for tactical maneuvers, it 
pained Charlie grievously to see columns of marching 
troops and horse-drawn artillery tearing up many of his 
beloved huckleberry bushes. But the excitement 
helped to make it bearable, and he soon became 
friends with most of the soldiers. Rank and high brass 
meant nothing to him; a man was merely a man. And 
most of them loved to hear him talk. 

During the summer of 1908 the army at Pine 
Plains divided into groups of "Reds" and "Blues," and 
spent several days practicing tactical maneuvers 
against one another. One hot day the red army was 
concealed in a piece of woods waiting for the crucial 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

moment to dash out and capture a large contingent of 
blues. Suddenly the blue commander saw Charlie ap­
proaching on a dead run. 'Wait," he shouted. ''That 
there piece of woods is plumb full of tellers with red 
bands on their hats." Of course the blue army's com­
mander immediately gave orders to counteract and 
thwart the red army's plans. 

This greatly infuriated the red commander, who 
swore at Charlie and called him all sorts of names, all 
in the German language. But this didn't ruffle a hair on 
Charlie, who didn't understand German anyway. 

And even when someone told him that he was 
guilty of all sorts of crimes against the government, 
including treason punishable by death before a firing 
squad, he remained unperturbed. 

"As long as them fellows with blue on their hats 
don't let me go hungry," he declared, "I ain't go in' to 
stand by and watch them all git captured." 

The official report on the incident offered by the 
red commander was that his plans were upset by 
"information furnished to the blue troops by a friendly 
native." 

Huckleberry Charlie Sherman died on January 15, 
1921 , and the Great Bend Baptist Church was 
crowded to overflowing on the day of his funeral, as 
hundreds of friends came to pay their last respects. 
And in this case, "respect" was not simply a figure of 
speech. Most of those who knew him did really respect 
him as a fine gentleman who brought them lots of en­
joyment by his amusing antics and sayings. He is bur­
ied in Sunnyside Cemetery in Great Bend. 

Pine Camp 
(From Fort Drum Historical Collection) 

"The Gl looked at every camp with a jaundiced eye. 
He had his own particular terse and derisive comment 
for each new military post to which he was sent. His 
descriptive tag for Pine Camp was "a place where 
there are two seasons-winter and the Fourth of July." 

The Fifth Armored Gl would add grudgingly, however, 
that he was happy to arrive at this northern New York 
state camp in the summer of 1943 and leave behind 
him Tennessee's humid June heat. Despite the Gl's 
exaggeration, the camp enjoys the normal four sea­
sons, although nature does seem to place its empha­
sis on winter months. Even in summer the pine­
scented air is cool and brisk. The reservation is not far 
from the St. Lawrence River and some of its firing 
ranges are on the shores of Lake Ontario, which is 37 
miles from the camp ... . " 

This short selection is from Paths Of Armor, page 28. 
Paths of Armor, the history of the 5th AD in WW II, 
was originally published in 1950. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Jefferson County Queries 
Send Queries to: Lis Couch, 24670 County Rt. 159, Watertown, NY 13601 ; lcouch0624@aol.com 

Subject: Jefferson County Informer Query 
(Some readers don't have internet access. Please include mailing address &/or phone numbers as well as email.) 

Relatives in St. James Cemetery 
I have found some relatives buried in St James 
cemetery in Wilna. I was wondering if you could tell 
what news paper I should look in for an obituary and 
where I can do these looks ups. I live just across the 
river in Brockville Canada. Unda 

linda@Junapizza.com 

Van Patten 
Elizabeth Van Patten was born around 1899-1910, 
possibly in Jefferson County. Her father, Eugene Van. 
Patten, was born 5 Jan 1869 in New Bremen, NY. And 
was, at one time, a "city official" in Carthage. He ap­
pears with his wife, Bessie, as living in Antwerp, NY. 
Bessie, may have been a Mohawk Indian. In 1910, 
Eugene is in Champion and he has a daughter, Eliza­
beth, who was born around 1904. In 1920, Elizabeth 
and Bessie are still in Champion. I'm hoping to find 
info on Elizabeth, her siblings and her parents. 

Burnham, Wicks 

Rick Read 
Research Aide 

Whatcom Genealogical Society 
nnr-wgs@comcast.net 

P .. O. Box 1493 
Bellingham, WA 98227-1493 

360-733-1227- home 

I am looking for a Mary (Jane) Burnham, born in Jef­
ferson County, NY specifically from around the Oxbow/ 
Watertown area. Mary was born Dec 5th 1808, we 
believe, in NY and died Sept 15, 1870 in Princeton, 
Wisconsin. I don't know who any of her relatives are 
but she married (about 1829) Philemon Wicks (B. 15 
Jan 1799) in and around Oxbow or Watertown, NY. 
(The following is a narrative by my grandfather Warren 
Wicks:) 
"Philemon Wicks was born at Oxbow, N.Y. 1-15-
1799, and was married three times. His last wife, Mary 
(Jane) Burnham, was our ancestor and mother of all 
the kids except Charles (Hunt) Wicks who never 
moved west. She lived near Oxbow. The children of 
our direct family were Henry, John, Philemon, Martin 
and Elizabeth. The family moved to Princeton, Green 
Lake Co., Wisconsin about 1845. Philemon died 
Oct.11, 1859. Mary Burnham Wicks was born Dec.5, 
1808 and died of cancer of the breast, I estimate the 
date of death at about Sept 15, 1870 in Princeton, 
WI.." 

Paul Andrews 
7210 Jordan Ave 

Ste. D-15 
Canoga Park, CA 91303 
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Baldwin (We apologize for apparently losing the 
source of this query. We publish it in hopes the 
sender will get back to us.) 
I am a descendent of John Baldwin who was living in 
Brownville in the 1810 census. He may have been 
born in Vermont and moved to Jefferson County from 
near Taberg, NY. I am related through his son 
Lorenzo who lived in Stone Mills, NY. Does anyone 
have information on John Baldwin or his family? 

Weaver, Covin, Colvin 
They are my 2nd great grandparents, born in Ellisburg 
in 1810 and 1814. They moved to Batavia, IL in 1839. 
Please publish a query on the Weavers and Covins 
and let me know what other sources are available. I 
will probably travel there in the fall. Glenn Lane 

Washburn 

3710 Wisconsin St 
Oakland, CA 94619 

510-531-2129 or 332-7783 
glennlane 1 @aol. com 

Elihu Washburn was born 11 July 1821 in Jefferson 
Co. Possibly related to Rufus and Ira since we find 
them both in Janesville, WI much later. Does anyone 
have any information on Elihu's family? He named 
one of his children Elvira, one Sada, one Alva. The 
death of an F H Washburn 12 July 1888 is listed in 
the family Bible. Could he be a relative? 

Gragg 

Leona Peterson 
354 East Pari<View Ave 

Elmhurst, /L 60126-4110 
630-834-3491 

Leonapeterson@cs.com 

I am searching for information regarding David 
Gragg. I believe that he is my Great Great grandfa­
ther. My great grandfather, Mortimer David Gragg 
was born in Jefferson County New York in 1825. Any 
information would be appreciated. hskirk@aol.com 

Ingalls 
Solomon Ingalls is my 3g-grandfather. He was a 
Rev War Vet and died 1840 in Jefferson County. I 
have not found any information, or record that lists his 
burial location in Jefferson County, or the burial loca­
tion of his son Henry who died Jefferson County 1852. 
Solomon lived with Henry for many years, and they 
both likely died at Henry's residence in the Town of 
Clayton, and may be buried at the same location in 
Jefferson County. Jim McHugh 

jamchugh@ix.netcom 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Davis, Powers 
1 am seeking AMOS DAVIS and members of his fam­
ily. In the 1850 census they were living in the Town of 
Wilna, Jefferson County. They had moved there after 
1840 from the Topsfield/Boxford area of Massachu­
setts. The family included his wife, Elizabeth 
(Powers) Davis and the following children: Lewis N, 
age 20; Almira M, age 15; Greenleaf P, age 16; Amos 
W., age 11. Two other sons ( William Buckminster 
and Francis Henry) were grown and did not reside with 
the family in 1850. Amos Davis would be my 3g 
grandfather. Joyce Everingham 

Wright 

12611 N. Gentle Rain Drive 
Marana, AZ 85653 

castilianaz@aol. com 

I am searching for the parents of David James Wright 
born in Wilna 3 Feb 1819/20. Any input would be 
greatly appreciated. Thank You, Robert W Wright 

zthewrightplace@sbcglobal.net 

Parmeter, Parmiter, Cheney 
My great-great-great grandfather, Stephen J. Parme­
ter/Parmiter Sr. was on the 1830 census in Houns­
field. My great-great grandfather, Stephen Parmiter, 
Jr. was born in Sackett's Harbor in 1834. This family 
moved to Oswego, NY by 1840. Another son, Henry 
Parmeter (b. 1829) married Harriet Cheney (b.1833) 
of Rodman or Antwerp. I need some suggestions as 
where there might be information about this family. 
Thank you. Marcia DeHaven 

Porter, Kirky, Dingman 

270 Bohler Drive 
Evans, Georgia 30809 

mdehaven@knology.net 

I'm searching for any info on a Charles Porter and his 
wife Mary Kirky. He was bam in Ct. about 1805 and 
she was bam most likely in Ca. about 1812. They are 
in the census for Alexandria Bay, NY from 1850 -1860. 
His name is not in the 1870 census. Can not find info 
tor when he died or where he is buried. He had about 
6 children, one was Jane Porter who married a John 
H. Dingman and they had I think 12 children. Mary is 
in the 1870 census but not after that. 

JoA. Klock 
47 Top Notch Dr. 

Little Falls, NY 13365 
jaklock@verizon. net 

Hall (Migration from Jefferson County) 
1 read that Blissfield Michigan was established in 1824 
and that all but one of the original settlers came from 
Jefferson County, NY. Can you explain that event 
started the migration? I am researching a George 
Hall who was there in Blissfield by 1840. Am trying to 
understand reasons for going to Blissfield. Thank you. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Dorothy Pace 
1413 Cedarwood Court 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
pacehobbies@adelphia.net 

Remember when submitting 
Jefferson County queries that 
many of our readers do not 
have an internet access. 
Please include mailing address 
&lor phone numbers as well as 
email address. 

Concerning Your Query 
Having changed our Query Editor a few times in the 
last few months, we believe that we have finally set­
tled on a procedure for handling queries and getting 
them into our newsletter, the Informer. 

If you have submitted a query before this July issue 
of the Informer and have not seen it published, 
please resubmit your query. There is a good possi­
bility that your original query has been lost, mis­
placed, or mistakenly thought to have been taken 
care of. 

Our guidelines for publishing a query are easy to fol­
low: 

1-Query must be relevant to Jefferson 
County, NY. 

2-You must include your name, mailing 
address (many of our readers do not have inter­
net access}, and email address if you wish it to be 
used. Your phone number is optional. 

3-Query should be mailed to: 
Lis Couch 
24670 County Route 159 
Watertown, NY 13601 

(or) 
Emailedto: 
lcouch0624@aol.com 

Label your email "Jefferson County Query" 

It would be most interesting to the Informer readers if 
you would let us know of responses you received 
from your query. 
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RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13601 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O. Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315) 387-2155 

genealogist13083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Southern Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
P.O. Box220 

Belleville, NY 13611 
jrhodes@bluefrognet.net 

Deanna Vosburgh Smith 
102 Lafayette Street 

Palatine Bridge, NY 13428 
dee48@citlink.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JCNYGS To Publish 
Pedigree Charts Vol. 2 

The JCNYGS plans to publish a second volume of 
pedigree charts. We are asking that those who 
have a Jefferson County, NY connection and 
whose pedigrees were not published in Volume 1 
submit their most up-to-date pedigree chart for 
publication in Volume 2. We will give preference to 
those charts which have been computer gener­
ated, but legible hand-written charts will also be 
accepted. We ask that the pedigrees be limited to 
2 pages and that the submitters name and address 
should appear on each chart. Submitting the chart 
implies permission to publish. Send as soon as 
possible to: Phyllis Putnam 

P. 0. Box 58 
Chaumont, NY 13622 

phyllis@putnamfamily .com 

REMINDER!! 
All membership renewals 

Were due July 1st 
$15 a person; $20 a couple 
$19 Canadian subscription 

Send to: 
JCNYGS, P.O. Box 6453 

Watertown, NY 13601 
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Correspondence about dues, memberships, and lost Informers should be directed to: 
Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 
E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net Web site: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer~effsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: 2nd Vice President Recording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Linda Malinich Jerry Davis Lis Couch Jean Coyne Clancy Hopkins Hollis Dorr 
28 Kevin Dr. P.O. Box275 24670 County Rt 159 28808 NYS Rte 37 909 Washington St P. 0. Box297 
Rochester, NY 14625 Clayton, NY 13624 Watertown, NY 13601 Evans Mills, NY 13637 Watertown, NY 13601 Brownville, NY 
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The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.net editor; Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@imcnetnet, pub-
lisher; and Linda Malinich, malinich@attglobal.net, ex-officio. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, sebor-
rello@worldnetattnet; Lis Couch, lcouch0624@aol.com; Jean Coyne, Dcoyne@twcny.rr.com; Jerry Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol 
Garnsey, cgamsey@Gisco.net; Bob VanBrocklin, bolovb@usadatanetnet and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel free to contact any of 
the above for suggestions or comments regarding this newsletter, published six times a year- January, March, May, July, September and 
November. A special Surnames issue has also been published in December. 

The articles in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way often-
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and resea!Ch of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

New JCNYGS members and 
surnames: 

Additions to your JCNYGS directory: 
Dwyer, Candace 

105 Park Ave 
Theresa, NY 13691 

Everingham, Joyce 
12611 N. Gentle Rain Drive 
Marana, AZ. 85653 

520-579-8105 
castilianaz@aol.com 

Surnames: Dingman, Dubert, Davis, Pierce, 
Phelps, Strope (Straub), Holcomb, 
Minier (Minnear), Herda, Messing, 
Dibble, Ginter (Gunther), Herbst, 
Morley, Campbell, Knox 

Lane, Glenn 
3710 Wisconsin St 
Oakland, CA 94619 

510-531-2129 
glennlane1 @aol.com 

Surnames: Arnold, Colvin, Getman, Golas, 
Sischo, Tendler, Weaver, White, 
Woodard 
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James W. Ranger, New Historian 

Jefferson County now has an historian, after the post 
lay vacant for a few months. Ben Cobb moved on to 
the surrogate court, and the new records coordinator 
officer, James W. Ranger is our new historian. A resi- -..,.; 
dent of Watertown, Mr. Ranger has been in the re-
cords management business since 1978, when he 
started as an employee of the St. Regis Paper Co., 
later Champion International, Inc. 

Mr. Ranger has a personal interest in the local history 
of Jefferson County, which is an additional bonus for 
our community of genealogists and family historians. 
Watertown Daily Times announced that "with historical 
curiosity piqued by a full slate of bicentennial celebra­
tions this year and last, new Jefferson County Histo­
rian James W. Ranger expects to be far busier than 
his assigned five hour work week. • 

Cover Picture 
ClaytonTraining Class, Clayton 1905 

Some are identified as: Minnie Taylor, Mamie Rattry, 
Mable Manson, Gertrude Howe, Louis L. Dollinger 

If you can help with dates or names of any of our 
pictures or articles, please feel free to contact any of , • 
our officers or Informer staff listed above. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

June Meeting 
Joyce Hawthorne Cook presented an excellent pro­
gram on diaries and journals in genealogical research. 
Joyce is a professional librarian, earning her m~st~rs 
in library science degree from SUNY Geneseo. D1anes 
and journals are written on a regular basis and are 
about everyday life. We can learn a great deal about 
our ancestors by reading their writings. Ms. Cook is 
the author of The Civil War Diary and Letters of Ueu­
tenant Lansing Bristol, 141'"' NY Volunteers. In this 
book, she has woven together elements of Lt Brist_ol's 
diary and his letters home with her own research mto 
his life to provide a much deeper picture of the sol­
dier's experiences during the Civil War. In addition to 
this book, she also brought an example of a 'birthday 
book' or 'calendar book'. This is basically a calendar 
with peoples' names and events written in, often in­
cluding the person's relationship to the author. For 
example, my entry for February 16 might read: 191?, 
Roberta Mary Vanderbogart (my mother) was born 1n 

Ellenburg, NY. Anyone interested in either history or 
genealogy would be thrilled to find one of these books 
with their family information! Several of those in atten­
dance brought diaries or journals they had found to 
show to the group. There was much discussion after 
Ms. Cook's presentation. 

July Meeting 
The program for July was presented by Robert Uhlig 
and Gordon Maycomber, two organizers of the Stone 
Building Appreciation Society of Jefferson County. 
This group, formed in 1996, is actively involved in pro­
moting preservation, restoration, education, tourism, 
and historical documentation of limestone structures in 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

Jefferson County. Although the association is inter­
ested in bridges, towers, smokehouses, springhouses, 
cemetery walls, and other structures, as well as 
houses and barns, they are only interested in those 
built of limestone. 

Jefferson County may have the largest number of 
limestone structures in the United States. The Stone 
Building Appreciation Society is trying to prove, or dis­
prove, the accuracy of this statement. They are trying 
to inventory and document stone structures in all 22 
towns of Jefferson County. To do this, they need the 
help of people in communities throughout the county. 
The procedure they follow is to locate structures, pho­
tograph four sides of exteriors, accumulate a history of 
the structure and then fill out a form with all of the per­
tinent information. Their intent is to publish the infor­
mation in book form. 

In researching old stone houses, the group has used 
David Lane's work as their starting point. They note 
that since Mr. Lane's series of photographs and arti­
cles about old houses appeared in the Watertown 
Times, several buildings have fallen into disrepair or 
disappeared completely. The stone building appre­
ciation group is updating the Lane work with current 
photographs and updated histories. As a side note, 
they mentioned that they found the Jefferson County 
Historical Society to have the best collection of David 
Lane's work. 

The association also encourages and assists in stone 
structure restoration. Both Mr. Uhlig and Mr. May­
comber live in restored limestone homes. Also, they 
have conducted tours of stone houses and seminars 
on such topics .as pointing up stone buildings, doing 
period landscaping, etc. They are willing to visi~ ~ny 
interested group and speak about the stone bu1ld1ng 
project. The group has a website at http:// 
jeffersoncountyhistory. homestead.com/SBAS. html. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCNYGS 
Minutes of June 12, 2006 Meeting 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

President Linda Malinich called the meeting to order at 
6:30 p.m. in the old Genealogy Room of the Flower 
Memorial Library. Twenty-nine people were in atten­
dance. 

The secretary's minutes from the May meeting were 
read and approv~otion by Bob VanBrocklin, sec­
ond by Hollis Dorr. 

Hollis Dorr gave the Treasurer's report; a copy is at­
tached. The report was approved-motion by Clancy 
Hopkins, second by Jerry Davis. 

Clancy Hopkins, Corresponding Secretary, reported 
that there had been a few emails and queries and all 
had been answered. 

Nan Dixon presented a detailed report for the Reposi­
tory Committee. A copy is attached. The gist of the 
report is that the Repository has no clear purpose or 
direction, it is cluttered with hundreds of back issues of 
Informers, and the Society needs to give the Commit­
tee some direction. A committee was set up to ad­
dress the issues of the repository report: Nan Dixon, 
Bonnie Morley, Doris Monterey, & Jean Coyne. The 
committee will meet in September. 

Publicity: Phyllis sent out the usual notices. The Tl 
Sun also printed a photo of Mary Hamilton and Peter 
Margray taken at the May meeting. 

Informer: The July issue is ready to be printed. The 
topic for the September issue is Jefferson County 
Teacher Training Classes. The committee will meet in 
July. Anyone with pictures. names, schools, etc, is 
asked to get their information to Jerry Davis or to Bill 
and Nan Dixon as soon as possible. 

Membership/Surname: Clancy reports that numbers 
stay about the same. 

Programs: The July meeting will be Gordon May­
comber and Robert Uhlig on Stone Structures in Jef­
ferson County. August 14th will be Rene Schomaker 
of Prescott, Ontario, on the Patriots' War. September 
11 will be Shawn Doyle: Researching Our Canadian­
Irish Ancestors. Suggestions are needed for a field trip 
meeting in October. Phyllis also needs suggestions for 
programs in November and December. 

Publications: 
Pedigree Book 2-Lynn Thornton reported that 
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work. is coming along well on this book. She 
has 20 more pedigrees to work with and can 
still take a few more last minute submissions if 
they get to her soon. 

Will Book 2-Doris Monterey and Jean Coyne will 
continue to work on abstracting wills for a sec­
ond book, if the Society intends to publish 
one. Bob Van Brocklin moved that the 
JCNYGS fund a second volume when it is 
ready for publication. Phyllis Putnam sec­
onded. The motion was carried. Bob Van 
Brocklin reported that 81 copies of the first 
Will Book have been sold. 

New business: Pat James has offered to let the 
JCNYGS advertise her books and genealogical mate­
rials for sale in the Informer; in return she will give us 
a percentage of the selling price as profit. This will 
involve having someone in the Society be responsible 
for keeping detailed records of sales. It will also take 
up 2 pages of space in the Informer each time the ma­
terials are advertised. The discussion was tabled. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m., following a 
motion by Clancy Hopkins, second by Hollis Dorr. 

JCNYGS 
Minutes of July 10, 2006 Meeting 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

The July 10th meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
by President Linda Malinich. We met in the former 
microfilm room of the Flower Memorial Library with 37 
people in attendance. The secretary's minutes from 
the June meeting were read and approved-motion by 
Clancy Hopkins, second by Bob Van Brocklin. Hollis 
Dorr read the treasurer's report and it was approved­
motion by Dan Grant, second by Patti Hopkins. A copy 
is attached. 

Corresponding Secretary-Clancy Hopkins reported 
that there has been a lot of mail: queries, surnames, 
and membership renewals. He answers all emails, 
but postal mail is not his strong point. He is hoping 
the nominating committee will find a new correspond­
ing secretary for next year. We received a letter from 
the Archives at Fonda, NY, thanking us for donating a 
copy of our Will Abstract book to their facility. 

Publicity-Phyllis sent out the usual notifications. 
She was pleased that both the T. I. Sun and the Wa­
tertown Times printed articles and pictures of tonight's 
speakers. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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(Continued From Page 4) 

Programs-Phyllis has organized programs for Au­
gust through March, with the exception of October. 
We still need ideas for a field trip for the October meet­
ing. 

August 14-Rene Schoemaker will discuss the 
Patriofs War 

September 11-Annual meeting; Shawn Doyle 
will be our speaker 

October 9-field trip-We need ideas! 
November 13-Donna Dutton: the ancestors 

on the wall 
December 11-Connie Holberg: local history 

atJCC 
January- no meeting 
February- no meeting 
March 7- Jim Ranger (the new county histo­

rian) will provide a tour of records at the county build­
ing. 

Informer-The July issue went out on time. The com­
mittee will meet on Friday, July 14 to discuss the Sep­
tember issue. 

Membership/Surnames-Clancy reports that our 
membership remains steady at over 300. He is getting 
updates on surnames from members. 

Publications: 
Will Abstract Book-copies have been donated to 
various research facilities. Work on a second volume 
is resuming. To date, we have completed abstracts 
from all wills in Will Book #1 (about 90 wills) and have 
abstracted information from the first 22 wills of Will 
Book #2. These wills are the next in chronological 
order to Books A through E, which we abstracted for 
our first Will Abstracts Book. Wills in Book #1 begin 
with the year 1848. 

Genealogical Resources CD-AI needs to know how 
many COs to burn to donate to libraries and societies 
and also exactly who will be receiving them. It was 
decided to let the Resource Committee (Bonnie 
Borello) make that decision and get back to AI. The 
society will pay for the cost of making and shipping the 
COs. 

Old Business-It was requested that copies of the 
membership application booklet be given to AI Sey­
mour to include in the package with COs when he 
mails them out. It was also mentioned that the appli­
cations should be available at meetings. Nan and Bill 
have them now. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m.-motion by 
Dan Grant, second by Clancy Hopkins. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

AN·INTERVIEW WITH 
BETTY STREETS 

The main theme of this INFORMER being Teacher 
Training Classes, we set out to interview someone 
who might have first hand knowledge. We spoke by 
phone with Elizabeth Streets, long a teacher in the 
Town of Clayton. 

INFORMER: Did you ever attend Teachers' Training 
Class? 

Miss Streets: Oh, no. The last class in Clayton was 
held the year I graduated from high school. 

INFORMER: What year was that? 

Miss Streets: 1933. 

INFORMER: Did you ever know anyone who did at­
tend training class? 

Miss Streets: Oh, yes. I'm trying to think of names. 
They are all gone, now. That was a long time ago! 1 
don't know of anyone now living who attended class. 

INFORMER: Could you tell us anything about it? 

Miss Streets: Well, I remember some of them saying 
they learned more in training class than they did in 
college. They really studied the subjects. 

INFORMER: Was training class a substitute for the 
last year of high school? 

Miss Streets: No, you had to graduate from high 
school, and then you took a year of training class. 1 
remember when I was in first grade, some of the train­
ing class people came into our class and did some 
projects with us. We enjoyed it. One of the training 
class teachers was Mary Elliot. They called her Ma­
mie, Mamie Elliot. 

INFORMER: Like practice teaching? 

Miss Streets: That's it. Practice teaching. I went to 
normal school, and then I started teaching in Depau­
ville. Later I taught in Clayton. 

Teacher: "Clancy, you missed 
school yesterday, didn't you?" 
Clancy: "Not a bit!" 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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A.C. I. TEACHF.RS' TRAINING CLASS 1908-1909--Front 
ro"·. left to right: Catherine Balch. Edna Fulsom, Kate 
Bristol. unlmown. unknown. Jennie Spicer. Middle row: 
Ethel Brown, Ruby Greene. Beulah Mcintosh. Miss 
Kellogg-teacher. :\1iss Core~·-teacher. Bernice Tousley. 

Francis Maxwell, Mrs. York [taking refresher course]. 
Back row: Margaret Holly wood , Louella Boudiette. 
Francis Hollywood, Pror. Everetts, Carolyn Stoddard. 
Renah Harris, Leah Gibeau, Lena Da"·is . 

(Out thanks to JCNYGS member Norma Wagner for this information!) 
ADAMS HIGH SCHOOL 

Course of Study. 
FIRST SEMESTER. 

First Period-Arithmetic. 
Second Period-Psychology and Principles of Education; School Management 
Third Period-Geography; Nature Study and Agriculture. 
Fourth Period-Drawing; General Review. 

SECOND SEMESTER 
First Period-Language; Composition and Grammar. 
Second Period-History of Education; Physiology. 
Third Period-Reading; Spelling and Writing; American History with Civics. 
Fourth Period-School Law; General Review. 

Training Class, 1908-9. 

Adams, Clairene Adams Greene, Ruby Adams Center Royce, Jennie 
Balch, Catherine Mannsville Harris, Renah Woodville Spicer, Corinne 
Bodette, Luella Belleville Hayes, Edna Brownville Spicer, Jennie 
Bristol, Kate Adams Center Hollowood, Frances Belleville Stewart, Lula 
Brown, Ethel Henderson Harbor Hollowood, Margaret Belleville Stiles, Bessie 
Catlin, Myrtle Rodman Lindsley, Florence Chaumont Stoddard, Corlien 
Corey, Gladys Rodman Maxwell, Frances Henderson Stone, Winnifred 
Davis, Lena Mannsville Mcintosh, Beulah Adams Thomas, Nina 
Folsom, Edna Mannsville O'Neil, Bessie Rodman Whitney, Bernice 
Gibeau, M. Leah Mannsville Pooler, Florence Adams 

Barnes Comers 
Adams 

Rodman 

Cape Vincent 
Blossvale 
Rodman 

Sandy Creek 

Adams Center 
Henderson 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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To Be A Teacher Prior To 
Indoor Plumbing And 

Central Heating 
By Pamela M. Kostyk, Dexter Village Historian 

This is a short look into the hardships of teaching be­
fore the tum of the century, and a little about the 
schools of Dexter NY. I used a lot of reference and 
some first hand accounts. Not much has been written 
about one room school houses in Dexter. 

Just picture being a new graduate of high school back 
in the 1800's and being a woman. Not many men 
were brave enough to tackle the hardships of a one 
room school house. Men usually went to work the 
land of their parents, went to war or work at the mills 
or factories to support their families. 

Until about 1930, teacher training classes were main­
tained in village schools, one being in each supervi­
sory district This was a one year course that sug­
gested methods of teaching, and reviewed subject 
matter to be taught, etc. 

After this course was finished you began your teaching 
career, simple as that! If you wished to continue as a 
teacher it was customary to go back to school. Nor­
mal schools or College were your choices. Rural 
schools were the ticket for one year graduates be­
cause the village and city schools required either ex­
perienced teachers or normal school graduates. 

Imagine being inexperienced and a woman going to 
your first school. Usually you boarded at one of the 
board member's homes. This was not conveniently 
located near your school so you normally walked the 
1-6 miles to your new school. You had to arrive a good 
two hours before your pupils. In the winter this allowed 
you plenty of time to shovel out the walk way or mud 
way, as there was no pavement to the school house. 
You brought in wood from the woodpile supplied usu­
ally by the children's parents. You would then g~t the 
morning fire going in the potbellied stove located 1n the 
middle of the room. If you were lucky the pump to the 
well was not frozen, and you could fill 5 gallon pails of 
water and bring these into school to be used in case of 
fire or at recess for the children's lunch. The last thing 
you did was to shovel a path from the S?hool to the 
privy or outhouse, usually located some distance from 
school, for a very good reason! There, now you are 
ready to supervise and teach for the next 7 hours from 
9-4 as few as 8-10 or as many as 45-50 little minds 
fro~ grades 1-8. The grades were sectioned off into 
rows. Ah yes, and as the room got warmer and spring 
baths were far away you tried to keep their attention. 
These little charges usually dressed in their winter 
woollies would squirm and not pay attention. Some 
would be falling asleep because of being up before 
dawn to help their parents with the morning chores. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

You also had to watch for the class bully, you were 
always alert to put him in the comer with the "dunce" 
cap on. 

The one room school teacher moved around a lot. If 
you were a woman, dating was frowned upc;m. Marry­
ing meant you usually got out of the profession. Imag­
ine all of this fun for $3.00 to $4.00 a week. 

Higher Education in 
New York State 

(Thanks to Jean Coyne, JCNYGS Secretary) 
Abstracted from The University of the State of New 
York, Historical and Statistical Record by Franklin B. 
Hough. 

Higher Education became a priority in New York State 
as soon as the Revolutionary War ended. One of the 
first acts passed by the state Legislature in 1784 es­
tablished a State University. Because Kings College 
in New York City had been chartered by King George 
Ill, it needed to be reorganized to reflect the ide~ls of 
the new country. A Board of Regents was established 
to oversee the college, and its reorganization became 
the basis for a state-wide system of education. The 
1784 Act was replaced by the Act of 1787 in which the 
Board of Regents' role was modified to oversee edu­
cational growth throughout the state. Many private 
schools were established, and the Regents visited 
these institutions to make certain they maintained edu­
cational standards. By 1795 the Regents had two col­
leges and 12 academies under its jurisdiction. In 
those early days not all schools were incorporated un­
der the Board of Regents. Many schools with religious 
affiliations or strong belief in private, rather than public, 
education maintained their individuality. 

Schools of higher education in Jefferson County that 
were incorporated during the first 100 years of the 
Board of Regents were: 
Adams Collegiate Institute [Hungerford Collegiate In­

stitute, then Adams Collegiate Institute again], 
April 22, 1855 

Brownville Female Seminary, November 28, 1849 
Carthage Union School, Academic Department, June 

2, 1871 
Antwerp Liberal Literary Institute [lves Seminary], Feb-

ruary 1, 1856 
Orleans Academy, February 5, 1851 
Watertown Academy, May 2, 1833 
Black River Literary and Religious Institute [Watertown 

High School], February 28, 1842. 

Several of these local institutions in later years pro­
vided teacher-training classes to prepare teachers for 
the rural schools of the area. 

W efferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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COMPUTER CORNER 
This issue's column is a collection of scraps from here 
and there. From the Jefferson County Mailing list 
comes this information: 

I have just added another New York State coffin plate 
to the index on Ancestors At Rest. Persie Parker Died 
Jan 7th 1881 AE 62yrs 7mo 4days. 

The plate was found in NY so I had a look in the cen­
sus for Persie and I think I found her in Jefferson 
County, 1860 United States Federal Census. Name, 
Home in 1860 (City,County,State) Age in 1860, Birth 
Year, Birthplace, Gender. 
Persis Parker, Alexandria, Jefferson, NY 42, abt 1818, 
New York, Female 

It is a beautiful plate with very good engraving. If you 
want to see the plate or the rest of the census info that 
I found go to 
http://www.ancestorsatrest.com/coffin plates/ 

Note: I had never heard of Coffin Plates, and as this 
one was found in Jefferson County, there may be more 
hidden under the sod, or in someone's attic. 

Sent in by a friend. It's not just Jefferson County, but 
you may find goodies here: a wonderful site if you 
have not seen it. A list of references and lookups! 
http://www. iroots. netltools/librarv/stacks/stafile. htm 

Again from the mailing list, from that good friend of 
Jefferson County searchers, Russ Sprague. Many of 
us are new to genealogy or family history, and a lot of 
us are new to computer searching. The Boolean 
search is handy to many researchers, and not only 
those looking for ancestors: 

At the Fulton site (www.fultonhistory.com. ) if you click 
on the 'Help FAQ' link, and scroll down quite a bit there 
is a nice section on Boolean search. FAQ is for 
'Frequently Asked Questions'. I would not scroll down 
quickly though as there is quite a bit of useful info be­
fore you get to Boolean search. 

An example of Boolean search I found useful recently 
was 'Sprague w/5 married' and 'Sprague w/5 died' (use 
the words but not the quotes in your own searched. 

This means I want to find the word Sprague within 5 
words of married or within 5 words of died. If I was 
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searching for. my own name I could search 'Sprague 
w/5 Russell'. 

Once you put the search term in use the drop down 
list to select 'Boolean' as the type of search. A hi 
speed connection can make a very nice difference. 
The site is images, not text and can be slow to load. 
Most public libraries will have pes with hi speed con­
nections. 

What you could do to become familiar with the way 
the search methods work is find something ahead of 
time on some page and then search for it using the 
different ways mentioned in the site help link. 

Another item from Russ Sprague on the Jefferson 
County mailing list. Many of us have ancestors or 
connections on the border of Jefferson and St. Law­
rence Counties. If you have a dead end in Jefferson 
County, you might try St. Lawrence. Russ says: 

Just got a fresh set of indexed names from volunteer 
Dave Payne. The number of indexed names is now 
over 3,000 (up from about 1700) and this is just a frac-
tion of the total. This is a work in progress. You may 
want to visit perodically until it is complete. There is a 
combination of un-indexed pdf page images and a 
clickable name index that will display the page where --.._./ 
a name is found. 

Start at www.usgenweb.org, click 'New York' then 
'choose a county' and select St. Lawrence county. 
From the drop down list at 'select a link'. choose 
'church records'. 

Note that the huge amount of material by Anne Cady 
(cemetery, census and much more) is also linked to 
this county site plus donated material by many other 
volunteers. Every link there is worth checking as your 
time permits. 

Tim Abel, the new director of the Jefferson County 
Historical Society sent us this one. We've mentioned 
Northern New York Historical Newspapers before, but 
since they do add newspapers from time to time, per­
haps it's time to visit the site again. North Country 
Libraries maintains a file of old and discontinued 
newspapers. Don't be put off; not all of them pertain 
to Jefferson County. But using that Boolean search 
method described above by Russ Sprague, you might 
play around with 
http :!/news. nnyln. netr' http://news.nnyln. net/ 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Al-BANY 
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This is a picture of the 1907 edition of the New 
York State Education Department regulations for 
the organization and government of teachers 
training classes in union schools and academies. 
Our thanks to Janet Collins at the 1000 Islands 
Museum in Clayton for making this and many of 
the pictures and articles in our September In­
former available to us. Janet is also an active 
member of our JCNYGS. We have reproduced a 
portion of this booklet in the following article. 

TEACHERS TRAINING CLASSES 
The following regulations governing teachers training 
classes have been prescribed in accordance with the 
laws of 1894, chapter 556 providing for the profes­
sional instruction of common school teachers in acad­
emies and union schools of the State. 

I Appointments 

1 · To receive consideration, applications for ap­
pointments to instruct classes, should be forwarded to 
the Education Department by the first of April each 
year. Blank forms are supplied upon request. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/--nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

In order that a school may receive an appoint­
ment the board of education must meet the following 
requirements: 

a Employ as instructor or instructors of the class 
for not less (each day} than four recitation periods of 
40 minutes each, a duly qualified teacher who is either 
(I) a college graduate or a graduate of a normal school 
of this State, who has had at least two years' experi­
ence in teaching in the public schools of the State 
since graduation at least one year of which must have 
been in grade work; or (2) a holder of a State certifi­
cate granted in this State upon examination subse­
quentto 1875. 

b Pay a salary of at least $500 to the training 
class instructor. 

c Equip a suitable room or apartment separate 
from all other departments of the school in which the 
training class members shall be seated and no others, 
unless they shall be members of the graduating class 
of the current school year. 

d Provide opportunity for members of the class 
to observe methods of teaching in the several grades, 
and to teach in such grades under proper criticism and 
direction. 

e Conduct the prescribed recitations of the 
course separately from all other recitations. 

f Maintain a class for at least 36 weeks . 

2 In making assignments to institutions refer-
ence will be had to: 

a The proper distribution of the classes among 
the school commissioner districts. 

b The location of classes to accommodate the 
greatest number of candidates. 

c Proper equipment of the institution and the 
advantages offered for thorough work, both in the the­
ory and in the practice of teaching. 

II Qualifications for admission 
Candidates must be at least 17 years of age 

at the time of entrance. 
2 They must subscribe to the following declara­
tion: 'We, the subscribers, hereby declare that our 
object in asking admission to the training class is to 
prepare ourselves for teaching; and that it is our pur­
pose to engage in teaching in the public schools of the 
State of New York, at the completion of such prepara­
tion. We pledge ourselves to remain in the class dur­
ing the year, unless prevented by illness or excused 
by the Commissioner of Education." 

Candidates should have their attention spe­
cially called to this obligation. 
3 Candidates must possess: good health, good 
character, freedom from physical deformity, capacity 
for training. 
4 Candidates must hold as a minimum qualification 

one of the following: 
(continued on next page) 
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a Any teachers certificate, expired or unexpired, 
issued in this State. 

b A standing of at least 65% in the subjects re-
quired for an elementary certificate and in addition any 
12 academic counts under the syllabus of 1900 or 18 
counts under the syllabus of 1905. 

c A Regents academic diploma, which must in-
clude advanced United States history or American his­
tory and civics, history of Great Britain and Ireland, 
physics, biology, including physiology, advanced arith­
metic, advanced drawing. 

Ill Organization 
1 The school year is divided into two terms of 
not less than 18 weeks each. 
2 New classes are organized in September only, 
but candidates may be admitted at the beginning of the 
second term, if they intend to remain in the class an 
entire year. 
3 The class can consist of not less than 10 nor 
more than 25 members. 
4 To secure the most promising candidates, the 
following information should be fully announced prior 
to the organization of the class: 

a The date on which the class is to be organ-
ized. 

b The conditions of admission. 
c The character and advantages of the training 

class course. 
5 The principal should consult the school com­
missioner, with a view to securing as members of the 
class all untrained persons who intend to teach. 

6 On every school day four periods of 40 min­
utes each must be occupied with instruction on the 
topics prescribed in the course of study. Adequate time 
must be given to the instructor for the proper supervi­
sion of the observation and practice. Only those mem­
bers of the class who have the time and the ability may 
be allowed to pursue subjects additional to those in­
cluded in the course. No person other than a member 
of the class shall recite with the class, except in psy­
chology and history of education. 
7 Two blank forms for notice of organization and 
two organization registers will be furnished to each 
institution at the beginning of the year. These blanks 
must be properly filled and one of each forwarded to 
the Department at the end of the third week after the 
organization of the class. Duplicates must be retained 
by the principal for inspection by the proper school offi­
cers. No organization register is required the second 
term. 

IV Rulings and requirements 
I No person will be granted permission to enter 
the class later than the second Monday following the 
date of its organization. 
2 All members must enter the term examina-
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tions, unless excused by the Commissioner of Educa-
tion. · 
3 No member shall withdraw from the class be-
fore the expiration of the term, except by permission of 
the Commissioner of Education, and no such pennis­
sion will be granted during the year, simply in order 
that the candidate may teach. 
4 When the class is organized, the qualifications 
for admission possessed by each member shall be 
entered in the training class daily register and in the 
organization report. 
5 The daily attendance of each member upon 
each recitation is to be recorded in the register which 
must be forwarded to the Department at the close of 
the year. 
6 The first term for the ensuing year shall begin 
not later than the Monday following Labor day, unless 
the school shall open at a later date, and the second 
term not later than the Monday following the January 
Regents examinations. 
7 Training class certificates are granted only 
upon the completion of a year's work as prescribed in 
the course of study. 
8 Membership in a class will be limited to a pe-
riod of two years. 
9 No member is to enter any teachers examina­
tions other than for training classes while a member of 
a training class, except by permission of the Depart­
ment 
10 The Department reserves the right to dismiss 
a member at any time for cause. 
11 Any school may prescribe additional qualifica­
tions for admission to the class, add to the course of 
study, or extend the minimum time prescribed for the 
course. 

(The booklet continues with: 
V Course of study 
VI Observation and practice work 
VII Examinations 
VIII School commissioner 
IX The law creating and governing 

teachers training classes 
These are followed by the course of study and sylla­
bus.) 

Rule Kids Won't 
Learn In School 

"It is not your parents' fault. If you 
screw up, YOU are responsible." 

.. 

l:;;;;;;;;;iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiill ---../ 
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Clayton Teachers Training Class-1901 

Back Row (Left to Right): 
Ruth Hungerford, Decelia Peo, Lula Henry (Tieman), Rose Libby 
(Teacher), Fay Philly? 

Second Row (Left to Right): 
Addie Atwood (Ladd), Helen Mercier, Jennie Haas (Kenyon), 
Charlotte Easton (Haas), Adelaide S. Patch 

First Row (Left to Right): 
Fred Ladd, Ross Spalsbury, Edwin R. Buskirk, Alfred Dorr 

The Informer staff would like to bring to your atten­
tion an article on page 22 in the March 2004 issue 
of the Informer written by JCNYGS member Bonnie 
Borrello entitled Scrapbook Scraps-Teachers 
Training Classes of the Past. 

Page ll 

CLAYTON 
UNIOtf\SCHOOL 

-OPENS-

September 14, 1903 

Free Tuition for Non-Resident 
HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS. 

FOR Glt.ADUATJON t he following 
subjects must be incmded: -A lgcbr:l, 
Geometry, Ph yeics, Ph y~iolr.gy, ~ yc ars 
oi English and one year or Hi:ltory. 

THE 

Teachers' Training Class 
WILL lSE OltGA"!\lZED 

Tuesday, Septzmber 8th, 1903. 
FREE T UITION. 

ER~E:;T lWBll\SON, Pdncip>l 
0. II. McKiNLEY. J'rc:,iue:>t. 
S. H. JORN~ON, Clerk. 

Clayton, Auguat 2~1h, 1003. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page12 INFORMER September 2006 

WHERE WERE THE 
SCHOOLS IN DEXTER?? 

(Pamela M. Kostyk, Dexter Village Historian) 

Most of the time, the first funds for a major building in a 
village were for a place of higher learning. In Dexter 
this was also true. In my research from the Centennial 
Book written by the late Marion Evans and sources I 
used at the village office and library, no records have 
been traceable as to where and when the first public 
school buildings were. Village knowledge is that it was 
at the home of Charles Avery, 128 West Grove St in 
Dexter. There were initially two rooms; eventually two 
more rooms were added. His son John Avery resides 
there now. He was a shop teacher at the High School. 

If the building stood before 1851 it was on S. Newton 
Dexter's farm. It said in the files, on August 1, 1851 Mr. 
Dexter sold a two acre plot that includes the present 
Avery and Hackett home's as of 1997. Another theo~ 
is that it stood on the land designated as the Public 
Square. This land was to be used only for "religious 
and educational purposes," as designated in the char­
ter. The original deed to this was not found and we are 
unable to support this idea. It is said the school was 
then moved and converted into a single family dwell­
ing. 

From 1846 to 1869 District 7 school house was at the 
northwest comer of Kirby and Liberty Streets. In 1870 
the property was sold by school trustees Edwin E. 
Clark, Josiah A McWayne and George Rounds. The 
deed and records say that this is the same lot occu­
pied by school district No.7 of the Town of Brownville. 

The first brick school building for Dexter was erected in 
1868, 13 years after our corporation papers were 
signed in 1855. The location of the building was at the 
northwest corner of Liberty and West Bradley St. The 
school was located on a comer of the Public Square. 
The building formed the southeast section of property. 
As with most schools crowding forced the construction 
of a large addition west of the original building, built in 
1896. Another expansion was made in 1906 and a 
High School was added to the north of the building. 
The two buildings were joined in 1922, two more 
school rooms were added, and in 1940 a shop and a 
shower room were added to the northwest side of the 
building. 

Mr. Burt Alverson was Principal from 1894-1935, he 
saw the school through the biggest and most exciting 
renovations. During this time the Training School was 
organized. Mrs. Addie Alverson, who joined the faculty 
as Addie Bigwood in 1896, was the director and 
teacher of the training class. The courses ended in 
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1933. As mentioned before with a one year post 
graduate course, students could earn a teachers cer­
tificate good for 3 years. 

The Alumni Association was formed in 1900 with 14 
members. A banquet for all past classes of Dexter 
High School is held annually during commencement 
week. The banquet has been held since 1902. Our 
Dexter High School Alumni Association celebrated its 
100th anniversary June, 2000! A Parent-Teacher As­
sociation was formed in 1945. Mrs. Gamet Elliot was 
the first president. This group brought dancing les­
sons, parties, assembly programs and a dental care 
system to the school in the first few years. The new 
politically correct version is our PTSO (parent teacher 
student organization). This is where everyone works 
together. 

School improvement continued with the merger of the 
Dexter Union Free School and the Brownville-Glen 
Park Central District. Ground was broken for a central­
ized high school on 1955 located at the junction of 
Route 12E and the Cemetery road. Addition's have 
been put on the high school through the years, with 
the last one being 1996-97. 

The old school was used as the elementary school for 
years until May 8, 1988, when ground was broken for 
a new elementary school on E. Grove St. The grand 
old high school that started it all was sadly tom down 
in 1989. Many residents watched with a tear in their 
eye as the old school was tom down. I know I saw 
many citizens taking bricks as a memento of days 
gone by. 

Enjoy the year books and pictures and mementos: If 
there is anything anyone would like to add, or supply a 
memory of their own for future generations feel free to 
call me. 

Julia Gosier of Lyme Heritage 
Center has a taped interview of 

students who attended 
one room schools. 

Father: What did you learn in your 
first day of school today, son? 
Son: Not enough! I have to go 
back again tomorrow! 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnetnet 
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From the T.l. Sun, October 12, 1972-DEXTER TEACHERS TRAINING CLASs-Front row left to right: Gladys 
Smith Penny, Eva Cross Ackerman, Addie McLane Harris, Grace Wallace Doney, Irene Wells Shimel, Thelma 
Foot King and Julia Allen Banks, Second row: Dorothy Gosier Walter, Myrtle Smith Diefendorf, Genevieve Pound, 
Anna Wilder Poth, Korleen Buskirk Byam and Olive Miner Garrett. Third row: Winnie Walrath Carlisle, Dorothy 
Lingenfelter Flath, Mattie Miller Stratton, Mildred Doxtater Timerman. Elsie Grant and Georgia Crouse Klock. 
Fourth row: Arnold Northrop, Linda Hasseler Baird, Mrs. Addie B. Alverson (teacher), Jennie Carlisle Hotis and 
Prof. B. W. Alverson. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjefferljeffsoc.htm 

Methodist Parsonage 
Theresa 

Digging Cellar 

A picture query! 

Does anyone 
recognize anything 

about this 
picture? 

If so, please 
let anybody on 
the staff or an 
officer know! 
(See Page 2) 

©.Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Back Row, from left, Fred Moore, Lois Zimmer, Don Myers, John Bedthel, Clara Ferguson, Edwin Johnson: mid­
dle row, Glady Redmond, Myrtle Townsend Dealing, Opal Bartlett Ritchie, Bertha Hanni, Pauline Cooper, Bob 
Bellinger, Mrs. Jackman; front row, Gladys Monterville, Florence Greenhill, Ma~orie Dafoe, Doris Eggleston, 
Clarisssa Tamblin and Holly MacAiese. Loaned by Clara Sprague Ferguson ( from WDT January 24, 1983) 

Antwerp Training Class 1913-14 (no names) 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm ruefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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GRADUATES 
HIGH SCHOOL 

Arthur Joseph Anderson 
Harris Belden 

Helen Manning Bennett 
May Antoinette Cline 

Marjorie Priscilla Comins 
Miles Edward Comins 

Frank Crandall 
Marjorie Lucille Gifford 

Jessie Marion Graves 
Ethelwyn Nettie Gray 

Margaret Lenrge Greenizen 
Ho-rd Louis Hudson 

Lecta Kathleen Hutchinson 
Rac1!!lel ~e J_o~dr!a' 

Florence Minnie Jones 
Marion Freda Lingenfelter 

Clarence Wilfred Nunn 
Wallace Fulton Patch 

Florence Adelia Payne 
Marjorie Marie Pettit 

Mildred Estelle Re1f 
Marjorie lreDe Stemberg 

TRAINING CLASS 
Mary Christine Cain 

Esther Mary Casselman 
Mary Fidelis Cobey 

Violet Belle Dano 
Ruth Cornaire Donaldson 

Kathryn Marie Flucldger 
Vera Elizabeth Gray 

Ave Maria Lantier 
Grace Ada Matthews 

PROGRAM 

March Orchestra 

Invocation Rev. Ian A. R. Macdonald 

Salutatory and Essay-our Latin-American 

NeighlJors · · -

"Springtime" (Moore) Girls' Chorus 

Demonstration of Kinde.r.garten Work 

Violet Belle Dano 

Forest Conservation Frank ·crandall 

Selection · Orchestra 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

INFORME~ September 

CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL 

AND 

TRAINING CLASS 

T(JJDn Hall, Gayton, N. Y. 
.... , 

June 20th. 1927 "-· 
8:15 o'doc4:, P. M . 

PROGRAM 

The Awakening of China 

Helen Manning Bennett 

Valedictory Miles Edward Comins 

"-Came Where the Lilies Bleem'' -(Thompson) 

Girls' Chorus 

Presentation of Diplomas 

C. J. Thompson, President, Board of Education 

Address William T. Melchior, Ph. D. 

"Star Spangled Banner" 

Benediction 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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GRADUATES 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Lovenia Elizabeth Clark 
Nina Olive Comins 
Violet Elizabeth Delaney 
Natalie Amy Garnsey 
John Edward Gillick 
James Barton Hart 
John R.~dford Johnson 
Roee llargant Kelly 
Cornelia Ella Lennox 
Charles Richard Locke 
Edna_ M.e Longway 

Margnerite Ann McMullin 
John Livingston Manhall 
Florence Edna Patterson 
Winifred Kathleen Patterson 
Richard Grapotte Phillips 
Robert William S~ 
Naomi Madelyn Tuiteo 
Grovene Irma Vincent 
Nelson Kush Walts 
Donald Edgar Waters 
Robert Edwin Wiclcs --. 

CLASS HONORS 

Saflat&torian -
Valedictorian 

- Rose MUJZ&ret Kelly 
- Grnvene Irma \'incent 

TRAINING CLASS .. ;. 
Leonard Frederic Blanchard 
Elizabeth Roee em 

Genemve Mae Kehoe 
Eirma llliie''Littlefield 

Dorothy Whittier Hart Ida Louise YcA•oy 
Vera Clara Herlehy l,.ois-Kate ~h 
Laura llarguerite Hoppel 'if.iitha Margaret l'lorton 
Claude Maurice Hutchinson Ruth Burnham Stanley 
Benlah Eliza Hyde Rue! M. Timmerman 

Jame. Roland Waterson 

INFORMER 

CLAYTON HI-GH SCHOOL 

--AND-

TRAINING CLASS 

. Graduation Exercises 

TotDit Hall, Clayton, Netl) .York 

june 22, 1931 
8:15P. M. 

Page 17 

Clayton High School and Training Classes of 1931 (above) and 1932 (Below) 

PROGRAM 
Double Quartette-"ln the Time of Roses" __ I... Reichardt 

Esther Moore Ruth Bell 
Kathryn Ford Audny Seymour 
Mary Cabell Elaine Mone 
Marion Bennett Mary Butcher 

TilE GATEWAY-A Page&nt for Commencement 
Walter Rissell 

CAST 
A Knight l - K " • k S~-
Obserntion 1 ---·- ----- --···-- endnc _ tr~ts 
Spirit of Clayton High School-- --- ....... Virginia Stoel 
Graduate - ·----- -···----·------··Ada Streets 
Health ·····-- __ ....... -----·-·······.Margaret Stage 
Understanding __ ·-- ·····- -············ ...... _ _ _ John Rates 
Accuracy ··-- ..........•..•...• ......... ......... ·····--··· Karl Bertrand 
Appreciation ----····-·-·· ........•. ··········--·· Irene Cuppernall 
Expression ···-··· . ...•. ········- ......... --· ... - -· Haul Porter 
Service ___ ····-- -- -···- - ··-·-·· ··----·· ____ Jessie Matthews 
Labor _ ... ........ ........... .......... .......... ......... ___ James Hart 

~:'~::e~-.-··- --~~~----····· · --·-···· _:::::: ···=~.:~-Ge~d ~~:fe~~ 
-~Jiciu~·-:- :·~·.:: .. :: :·.~:::.-- .:::·:: --~--~.-::::·_::::·:.~~~~~ 

Fine Arts - ----··- ....• .... .............•.•. - ···· • .... ····- .Evelyn R~es 
Mother __ ............. ....... .... ............. --···· ···--···Gertrude Francis 
Roy ··---·-························ .................. ..... _Glenn Fowkes 
Girl-- ·-·-·· ...... ....... ....... .........•...........•... Kathleen McKinley 
Character. ___ ... ....... -···· --··- ....... -··-·· ....... Lillian VanKleeck 
Courage __ ····--·········--··· ....... - ·-·· Myrtle FerJttl•on 
Loyalty ·--- .... ..... .. -·--···· .•........ --····· ·-···· Mary Master< 
Faith .. ·--·--······· ......... .... .... . . ........... ....... ...... Leola Hibbard 
Hope ··- . ..... .. ······-· ......... ..•... .. ---···· -···· Edna Longway 
t>nrity .... . ....... .......... •..................... ... ........ Geneva Brabant 
Trnth .............. . .. . .... ........ ... ... ....• ...... ..... Fannie Sangster 
Love ········--·--· ····- ...... .. . ............... ........ Kathryn Griffin 
"The Bells of St. Mary's" ··- -------- Adams 
"Keep on Hopin".. . .. . . .. ..... ... K. Maxwell 
"All Through The Night"··-····--····-· ·-··- ............. J. S. Fearis 

Girls' Glee Clnb 
Presentation of Diplomas 

E. J. Carter. President. Roard of Education 
Mary Elliott. Training Class Instructor 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/--uyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

,;.· 

GRADUATES 

HIGH SCHOOL 

John Clarence Rates Sarah Jane Norton 
Karl Leonard Bertn,pd ......u..l Mary Porter 
Dorotiiy Elizabeth-Blanchard Doris Aleatha Putnam 
Geneva Gertrude Rrahant Evelyn Marian Rees 
Irene Grace Cuppernall Margaret Eiizabeth Stage 
Myrtle Esther F~rguson Virginia Eva Stoel 
Gertrude Kathryn Francis Ada Elizabeth Streets 
Leola Elcena Hibbard 
Mary Elizabeth Masters 
Jessie Margueritte Matthews 

Kendrick Loren Streets 1ll 
Lillian Pa11line V aoKleeck • 

CLASS HONORS 

Salutatorian.. .. ... . . ...... -··--· .........•........ Virginia Eva Stoel 

Valedictorian .. ·-·-· ...... ........... • ..... - ··· Ada Elizabeth Streets 

TRAINING CLASS 

Madeline Mary Ryrne 
Mary Elizabeth DeLosh 
Mildred Ethel Graham 
Kathryn Mary Griffin 
&lairiam Margaret Rarden 
JamH Burton Hart 
Gerald Wilfred Herlehy 

na J hndrow 

Orrin Vernon LaRue 
Cornelia Ella Lennox 
Edna Mae Longway 
Florence Edna Patterson 
Fannie Catherine Sangster 
Clover Mary Stevens 
Helen Frances Wilbur 
Rose Marie Yazoski 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page 18 INFORMER September 2006 

Ill JCNYGS MATERIALS FOR PURCHASE II 
JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 

WILL ABSTRACTS 1830- 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 to 
1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a chart 
showing the formation of Jefferson County Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage. 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 
Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
POBox6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 
If you would like to save on postage, 
you may pick one up from Pauline Zach 
(Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin ,, 
(Dexter), also at Corbin's River Heri­
tage on Riverside Drive, Clayton. 

PEDIGREE BOOK I 
$15.00 plus 

$4.05 Shipping 
A collection of pedigrees 
Submitted by members 

of the JCNYGS 
with an every name index 

CONTACT: BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 

nandixon@gisco.net 

AVAILABLE 
BACK ISSUES 
$4.00 EACH 
Payable to JCNYGS 
CONTACT 
BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 
nandixon@gisco.net 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Available 
On CD 

Every Name 
Index 

To the Informers 
Through 2004 for $7 
Or $1 0 if mailing is 

required 

1994-1997 
Informers 
$20 or $23 if 

mailing is required 
AI Seymour 

110 Marian Drive 
Mattydale, NY 13211 ,1

995 al@seymour.net .s.r.....,. 

(If you buy both COs, 
only a single $3 Mail 

fee!) 

New from AI Seymour!! 
Genealogical Resources 

Of Jefferson County 
Collected by JCNYGS 

Genealogical Resources Committee 
$7 plus $3 Mail fee 

AI Seymour, 110 Marian Drive, 
Mattydale, NY 13211 al@seymour.net 

INDEX 
To the records listed in 

Rev. Garand's Historical Sketch 
Of the Village of Clayton, NY 

And 
A Complete History of St. Mary's Parish 

This is an alphabetical listing of over 3000 
names and the pages where the baptismal, marriage 
and death records are located in Rev. Garand's 1902 
publication. Ideal for identifying surname spelling 
variations; brides and grooms listed separately. Send 
check or money order for $12 (includes S&H) to Jef­
ferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, 
Watertown, NY 13601 . 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Letters may be sent snail mail: 
Aunty Jeff, c/o Dixon, 15407 Dixon Rd., 

Clayton NY 13624 
or E-mail nandixon@Gisco.net 

Dear Aunty Jeff: 
When something is called a Plank road, does that liter­
ally mean wooden planks were laid down? 

Kelly 

Dear Kelly, 
Yes. They had a short popularity, just before the rail­
roads here in Jefferson County. A group of business 
men would get together, form a company, and then 
build a plank road (remember the primeval forests 
then) from one village or hamlet to another, and then 
another and another. They were superior to the mud, 
stones, stumps, marsh, washouts, you name it, on the 
ordinary roads of the day. Much smoother travel, too 
(remember no asphalt or macadam then). 
They recouped their outlay by charging tolls (think 
Thruway) and the sites of old toll gates are marked 
with historical markers here and there in Jefferson 
County. 
This was strictly private enterprise here (I can't vouch 
for any other area, but I surmise it was all the same) 
and not a governmental improvement. 
Then came the railroads and the same men, or that 
type of business man, invested in these newfangled 
iron tracks for steam engines. You· should read some 
of the negative publicity for railroads! But the railroads 
won out, and plank roads went out of fashion. 

BITS AND PIECES 
Noadiah Hubbard put up a log schoolhouse at the 
town's expense in Champion and in the same year 
also built one of the first churches in Champion. 
(1801) 

One of the first schoolhouses in the area was built on 
Carlton Island in 1823 and a survey of the boundary 
between United States and Canada was completed. 

The last operating, one-room schoolhouse in the 
state of New York closed in 1989, on Grindstone Is­
land. The schoolhouse is set in the middle of the is­
land and is now the Grindstone Island Research and 
Heritage Center Headquarters. 

On tbe Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

lves Seminary Training Class 1891 
From January 18 (no year) WDT 

(See picture on page 14) 

lves seminary, so named in 1874, in honor of Willard 
lves, Watertown, was located at Antwerp and one of 
the prominent educational institutions of the county a 
half century and over ago. Today's picture is of a 
teacher-training class of girls at the institution under 
Professor Wheeler of Watertown in 1891. 

The dormitory and school building proper were con­
structed of stone, each room being heated by a wood 
stove. The wood was transported to the upper floors 
in an elevator and deposited at the end of the hall. 
Each girl was compelled to go to the pile, get fuel and 
take it to her room, where she had to build and care 
for her own fire. 

School regulations required each girl to be in her room 
at 7:30 in the evening and study until 10 when lights 
had to be out and the students in bed. From 4 to 7 
each afternoon they were at liberty to take outdoor 
exercise. The photograph today is contributed by Mrs. 
Mamie Russell, Alexandria Bay, member of the class 
of 1891. 

Front row, left to right: Minnie Olney, Oxbow; Minnie 
Parkhurst, deceased, Theresa; Mamie Render, Ant­
werp. 
Second row; Jennie Olwick, Geneva Snell, Antwerp; 
Frankie Bacon, Theresa; Della Rudes, deceased, 
Lowville. 

Willard lves-Mr. lves was president of the Mer­
chants Bank in Watertown when his contribution 
started the endowment fund of lves Seminary in 
1873. The school was named for hm in 1874. At 
the age of 80 he was president of lves Seminary 
and of the Jefferson County Orphan Asylum. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Found In The Newspapers 
(Thanks to JCNYGS Secretary Jean Coyne for her research.) 

WDT June 29, 1920 

Training Class Reunion 
Adams, June 29. -The members of the Ad­
ams Training class of 1917 held a reunion at 
the City park, Watertown, Saturday afternoon. 
Greetings were sent to absent members and 
to former teachers of the class. It was voted 
to hold a reunion next year at the same place. 
Among those present were Mrs. George 
Parker, Brownville; Miss Mabel Briggs, Wa­
tertown; Mrs. Avon Greenley, Mrs. Clifford 
Easton, Mrs. M. J. Gould, Adams; Mrs. 
Claude Remington, Ellisburg; Mrs. Arthur 
Day, East Syracuse; Mrs. Frank Fairbanks 
and Miss Ollis C. Stewart of Syracuse. 

WDT Sept. 23, 1910 

Carthage Training Class 
The Carthage training class has been re­
cently organized with a membership of 14. At 
a recent election of officers, the class elected 
the following officials for the coming year: 
President, Miss Anastasia Griffin; vice­
president, Miss Lena Crowner; secretary and 
treasurer, Miss Harriett Brown. The class col­
ors are light blue and gold. The motto is, "Him 
that Hath Gits." This motto was carefully cho­
sen by the class and was taken from a lecture 
given during institute week by 0 . M. Warren, 
one of the institute instructors. 

WDT June 11, 1921 

reading. Following the frolic all went to the 
Sugar Bowl where ice cream and cake were 
served. 
The members of the class are Misses Mabel 
Carter, Alice Galloway, Winifred and 
Gertrude Houghton, Olive Flint, Lara Rourke, 
Mary Shannon, Edna Downey, Mrs. Chester 
Pierce, Francis Boshart, Florence Zecker, 
Marion Baum. The officers are: President, 
Gertrude Houghton; vice president, Marion 
Baum; secretary and treasurer, Florence 
Zecker. 

(Lowville, NY) Journal &Republican June 29, 
1933 

Carthage Training Class 
Carthage high school teachers' training 
class, a department of the educational sys­
tem which for years has trained· hundreds of 
teachers for positions throughout the rural 
schools of this section and many of the grade 
schools will be discontinued at the close of 
the school year. Members of the last class to 
be graduated are: Marion Fraley, Rosanna 
Collet, Emma Luther, Kenna Allen, Doris 
Johnson, Alfreda Lumley, Emily Watts, 
Marian Snyder, Vernita Yerdon, Louise Allen, 
Leslie Thomas, Catherine Meahan, Ruth Pat­
terson. 

.lfll THAT HATH Bnr 
Motte el T ... ...,.. Tr'lllnf~tl e,_ at 

carv.a.. Hfta t.oM.I. 
Carthage Training Class C.art!t · ... ' 
The members of the Carthage Training Class ap. ~t. 2J. -Ttl• CUU..,. 
held their class day exercises Thursday eve- t.!!l•iq .... tiu bfta I"'IIn\.IJ WIU· i~ ,d,A a Jne~abeftlhtp oil.. At a 
ning at the park in State street. All members teee~~t •Jeetion _cf oftWien. tbe e{ua 
were present. Miss Alice Galloway read the ~~~~ tt•• tollowial alldalt fw til• 
class history. Mrs. Chester Pierce gave the ••~l~~~ ~.,.; "Pte.l<:Nt111t. M i• A•..., 
class prophesy and the will was made by ••• Grl Cll) : 'iee · preet4•t.lll• Lea.a 
Edna Downey. Miss Marion Baum gave a ~~-r• ~•17 ~ ~'Uftlr. Mi• ~ 
-----------------------------------=~==9 r~1 ~ 
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We have no names for this picture that is labeled as Clayton Training Class 
of 1929. As with all our pictures and articles in the Informer, we welcome 
responses from our readers with identifications, corrections, and additions 
to our sometimes quite inadequate research. If you can help, please con­
tact any of the society officers or any member of the Informer staff whose 
contact information is on page 2. It would be greatly appreciated and we 
will forward new information on to the source of our pictures and articles. 

WDT A.t.w..,. T,_.Rilll C ..... 8121/1914 

A•tw@ro. AUI~ JI.-A lraJiliDI c1a. 
for t .. all.,. wm ~ ~tWUihcl Aq. ~l 
&t Aatwa~. .naa. ~· ttulteatie1l• 
&lleut 16 ..-aat>ert •m ~e ~a~ltecl tn 
lhe eta.. Tb• "'"lnm&e~U fer ea· 
tna~ '-'• he railed to !I as. 
4emio eot.aete. •~ ttl~ u... qe.Mca• 
deDI ,_ e!U~e YUI »f''b&·l~ .. aa 
AM~demte •1p1o... Xaer &re ,.,,,.. 
M 'ADIAP et tllt• ~ Mrt.-tq DO•, to 
~~·· bla1f.•t .... ut.rftaft.. Dattu t... .e~N! r.ar Jvtt JMIIeC tk• cNet 
wu nry ltseelllf:tl IS .ne•1r.tc ~N'· 
Uflcat.ea tor "CMOhiq. 'Jb• Bl&la 
ldlool will &laG oommeere A1l&. 1\. 
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Do~i•l ' L :BmwD. 21. .Anlwer-~. oiwtt'•::- Low­
a:) -. brvlull2 ~ ee• Jl"~'ldAJ7 aft.e.I"AOOD. ville 
tft a fiOOU.ll pM~ bet 'IN eta t.h• A.llt- JR 
'W'W.P &~ CanlO:l. l},fgb eeltiool .WveT-1 
-.i AD~1n1r• He "'W&i Y.J.l.a. tQ 11.-c:l" 
bCII.Iplt.a'!.. v.ratertow~. 11e Log puoa.a,...:oo Nov. 
flem t1>_. no6Ck do<~Fh . 10, 

IIMW11111 ....-t~,a ~1iog- tullluu!k ~• the 1932 
ADtwerp hlah e~veo.. He Is a gradv-
at• ot that 8Ctcoot 6Dd b.U tiMe. et\2'01-... 
IBS" tot- lha tc~~eiUn~r p~:aalotl ~t lhe 
AJltwEa"(l t:t~h.. a:Jaml CC•hn~~d 

: wt-wb tb.a lu5th a~bQ·3t 
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HISTORY OF OLD SEMINARY 
BEGAN 

LONG BEFORE EFFORT OF 1860 
From Passing of lves Seminary 

(Mrs. Hattie M. Sterling, Antwerp town historian and 
retired teacher at Indian River Central school, has writ­
ten a history of lves seminary, which was demolished 
in July, 1966. The history is based on extensive re­
search from old seminary records and catalogues, 
newspaper clippings, scrap books and interviews with 
living graduates of the seminary. This is Article 3.) 

Actually, it was an out-growth of two previously exist­
ing educational enterprises, the Gouverneur Wes­
leyan seminary and the Antwerp Liberal Literary insti­
tute. 

In order to preserve the historical connection, it is nec­
essary to go back to the first of these. 

In the years 1826 and 1827 a brick building was 
erected by taxation and subscription for the purpose of 
a high school at Gouverneur. It was incorporated April 
5, 1828, and was placed under the patronage of the 
Black River Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and became its conference seminary with Rev. 
Jesse T. Peck as the first principal. 

On the night of Jan. 1, 1839, the academy building 
was destroyed by fire. It was rebuilt of stone at a cost 
of $6,000 raised by subscription. It remained under the 
patronage of the Methodist Episcopal church, as a 
school of academic grade until 1869. At that time, it 
being felt that the building and facilities were inade­
quate, it was transferred to Antwerp. 

At the same time the educational movement was being 
advanced in Gouverneur, a gradual movement was 
taking place in Antwerp which resulted finally in the 
erection of an institution of educational growth within 
the community. 

As ear1y as 1813 a school was started in a small build­
ing which was built on the east side of Main street 
north of the Foster hotel. 

In 1816 David Parish built a church and schoolhouse 
at his own expense. Brick was made near the spot 

In 1879 the old brick school was tom down and a two­
story wooden schoolhouse was built in its place. In 
order to provide for students not accommodated in the 
district schools of the vicinity, select schools were held 
at Antwerp for years every fall and winter, usually in 
the lecture room of the Congregational church. 

In an old scrap book kept by Albert Hoyt a clipping 
said: "Miss Abers school opens for the winter term 
Dec. 2." 

~Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

''The winter term of Mrs. S. Chapin's select school will 
open on Tuesday next, Dec. 3" 

Rev. C. B. Pond, at that time the only resident clergy­
man, was among the first, if not the first, to suggest 
that measures be taken for the erection of an acad­
emy building. 

Records show that in November, 1854, William 
McAllister and 17 other citizens of Antwerp, organized 
a stock company by the purchase of shares of $25 
each, until they should reach the sum of $5,000. W ith 
this they were to erect a school building to cost 
$3,000; the balance to be used as an endowment. 

The effort was successful, $5,900 being subscribed by 
159 persons. The stockholders applied to the state 
legislature for a charter, but failing to get it, they ob­
tained one from the Regents of the State University 
dated Feb. 1, 1856. 

Pending this action, efforts were made to secure a site 
for the building and at once a conflict of interest arose 
which threatened to produce serious embarrassment. 
Amid much delay they settled at length upon the pre­
sent site which has rather an interesting story. 

In 1809 Isaac L. Hitchcock settled in the town of Ant­
werp after buying a plot of land located on upper Main 
street There, he built a home and established his 
family. About 1812 he built a tannery on a comer of 
the plot near Main street and settled down to become -../ 
a part of the new community. 

For some unknown reason, he decided to leave Ant­
werp. In 1815 he sold his property to Luther Conklin 
who setued in 1816. It is not known where Isaac Hitch­
cock setued after leaving Antwerp or if he was a rela­
tive of the Hitchcock family which setued Wolfe island 
in the St. Lawrence river. 

The plot of land which Luther Conklin bought included 
the land site which was finally selected as being the 
best location on which to erect the new school build­
ing. 

The Conklin family has been a part of Antwerp since 
1816. The children of each generation had received 
their education at the school which was built on Conk­
lin land. Miss Etta Robinson, who was graduated from 
lves Semi-nary in 1890, rnanied Luther Conklin, the 
grandson of the Luther Conklin mentioned previously. 
She now lives on the farm which she and her husband 
bought from the Render Brothers. 

When lves seminary was built, stone was obtained 
from the Render Brothers farm. This was a fine grade 
of limestone often spoken of as "Potsdam limestone" 
and was in great demand at that time. Luther Conklin 
helped to draw the stone and erect the seminary. -J 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Left to Right, First Row: Elva Foster Rowley, Mary Price Duegaw, Maude Rathan Graves; Myrtte Love Torrey, Mertha Hutton; 
Galdys Bacon; Hazel Mix Dye; second row: Mary Leeson Berry, Golda Ames Hutton, Inez Brown Wtght. Miss Susie Diefen­
dorf, teacher; Stella Spaulding Main, Susie Carthy Dewey, Jessie Laidlaw Smith, Blanche Bates Martin, Jerry Sullivan, Grace 
Taylor Quary; Marion Augsbury Rivers, Genevieve Ritchie Smith; Blanche Glass Amo, Mabet Sipher Stowell, Ar1oine Herrick 
Blount . 
At 50th Reunion, left to Right, First Row: Mrs. Rowley, Gouverneur; Mrs. Duegaw, Antwerp; Mrs. Torrey, Romulus; Second 
row; Mrs. BerTy, Scotia; Mrs. Hutton, Watertown; Mrs. W~ght, Mexico; Mrs. Main, Carthage; Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Campbell, Gou­
verneur; Third Row; Mrs. Smith, Gouverneur; Mr, Sullivan, Hammond; Mrs. Rivers, (end of copy) 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjefferljeffsoc.btm e.Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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1917 Training Class-Teacher was Miss Mamie Elliot Seated, Ruth McKinley, Ella Cantwell and Rosa Beck. 
First row standing, Frances Delaney, Belva Hyde, Gladys Eiss and Mildred Kittle. Back row, Vera Longtin, Pearl 
Wagoner, Pauline Churco, Maude March and Bessie Eiss. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Jefferson County Queries 
Send Queries to: Lis Couch, 24670 County Rt 159, Watertown, NY 13601; lcouch0624@aol.com 

Subject Jefferson County lnfonner Query 
(Some readers don't have internet access. Please include mailing address &/or phone numbers as well as email) 

Hickok, Hicock, Hecock, Hickox 
Looking for info and gravesites of: 
Oliver C. Hickok, Captain-US Army enlisted 24 Dec. 
1812, by Ensign Hale for 18 months. B 1774 Pittsfield, 
Mass, lived in Pittsford, Vermont d 3 Oct 1813 Sackets 
Harbor, Jefferson Co, NY, of wounds from Was Of 
1812. Engraved headstone Cloe Hickok, wifed after 
1855 buried alongside husband, No headstone. Sev­
eral dozen spellings of Hickok: Hicock, Hecock, 
Hickox, etc. Thanks, 

Peny,frizde,f~l 

William Hickok Crook 
Box6000 

Pistol River, Oregon 97444 
bjcrook@harborside.com 

My great grandfather Seth Peny was born Feb 1819, 
either in OH or NY. Federal Census records indicate 
OH, but the family story says NY. The earliest record I 
have found of Seth was his marriage 07 Sep 1843 to 
Mary Frizzle/FrizzeD in Chatham, Mecfma Co OH. I 
have a copy of this record. 

The family story says Seth was bound out and that his 
sister Mary was bound out to a different family. 

Could you tell me where I should write for records of 
children who were bound out in Jefferson County? 
Also I would like to know where I should write for these 
state records; he might not have been in Jefferson 
County at that time. 

I have found the Asaph Frizzell family on the 1820, 
1825, 1830 Census in Adams, Jefferson County NY. 
Asaph's daughter Mary married Seth Peny. Is there 
an 1835 NY State Census? The Frizzells 'M!re on the 
1840 Census in Medina County OH. 

Does Jefferson County have State Census for any 
years before 1819 that might show Seth's parents and 
his sister Mary? I have been told that children who 
were bound out usually kept their own names. Thank 
you. 

Cutter, Comstock 

Grace Perry-Fienthrope 
13207 W Keystone Dr. 

Sun City West, AZ 85375 
gracieflen@yahoo.com 

Looking for information on the Hanna (Comstock) and 
Barney Cutter family from Her1<imer, who settled in 
Watertown sometime about 1800 - 1805. They had 
three children born in that time frame in Watertown; 
Emily, Lucinda I Clarinda?, and Isaac. I am a descen-

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjefTer/jeffsoc.htm 

dant of Isaac - my g-g-grandfather. It is believed that 
Barney had two brothers who were bachelors ... both 
drowned 
Hanna died when the children were very young. He 
took them to Ohio and "bound them out to three differ­
ent families" and then went back to N. Y. to "settle his 
affairs". He was never heard from again. As adults, 
two stayed in Ohio and one, Lucinda I Clarinda came 
back toN. Y. 
There are references in "Links in the Chains" (Flower 
Memorial library) that Barney and Isaac Cutter built a 
small distillery near the south end of Pamelia Bridge 
afterwards occupied by Theron Converse as a hat 
manufactory. (Barney and Isaac brothers?) Also, that 
Mr. Cowan came to Watertown to see Mr. Isaac Cut­
ter about building a set of mills for Isaac. Mr. Cowan 
brought his family to Watertown in 1803 after negotiat­
ing the purchase of Mr. Cutters' rights and property. 
Rnal reference is the story of Isaacs' frozen body 
washing up near Henderson. 

Topping, Parker 

Judie Lundgren 
11800- 33rd Avenue N.E. 

Seattle, WA 98125 
iudielundqnen~~stnet 

I am seeking information on my great-great­
grandfather, Charles F. Topping. He was born in 
New Yor1< in 1827, and married Ann Partter, who was 
born in Watertown, Jefferson County, NY on May 5, 
1833. I believe my GGgrandfather may also have 
been born in this area. 
Ann's parents were Hiram and Sallie. Any information 
would be appreciated. 

Helferich 

Dan Topping 
9650S. Nottingham 

Unit 1F 
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 
djtopping@comcast.net 

Frederick Helferich bought two pieces of property in 
Jefferson County New York in 1840. Philip Helferich 
bought a piece of property in 1851. 

Frederick Helferich sold a piece of property in 1845. 
Philip Helferich sold a piece of property in 1854. 
Is anyone researching these names or perhaps can 
tell me more about these properties? I know who 
Philip Helferich is but who is this Frederick Helferich? 

Jim Church 
82 Dominion Cnescent 

Saskatoon, Sask, Canada S7L 4N7 
steep/es@shaw.ca 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
owyannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Cbcuaugo and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 13601 
Rex@rbennis.com 

Diana Homing 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Cartbage, NY 13619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O. Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315) 387-2155 

genealogist13083@yahoo.com 
(Northern Oswego and Somhem Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
P.O. Box220 

Belleville, NY 13611 
jrhodes@b1uefrognet.net 

Deanna Vosburgh Smith 
102 Lafayette Street 

Palatine Bridge, NY 13428 
dee48@citlink.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Geaealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertowa, NY 13601 

JCNYGS To Publish 
Pedigree Charts Vol. 2 

The JCNYGS plans to publish a second volume of 
pedigree charts. We are asking that those who 
have a Jefferson County, NY connection and 
whose pedigrees were not published in Volume 1 
submit their most up-to-date pedigree chart for 
publication in Volume 2. We will give preference to 
those charts which have been computer gener­
ated, but legible hand-written charts wiU also be 
accepled. We ask that the pedigrees be rmited to 
2 pages and that the submitters name and address 
should appear on each chart. Submitting the chart 
implies permission ID publish. Send as soon as 
possible to: Lynn ThomiDn 

10 N. Broad Sl 
Carthage, NY 13619 
lehom@earthlink.net 

Available 
On CD 

Every Name 
Index 

To the lnfonnem Through 
2004for$7 

Or $1 0 if mailing is required 

1994-1997 
lnfot'lfleTS 
$20or$23if 

mailing is required 
AI Seymour 

110 Marian Drive 
Mattydale, NY 13211 

al@seymour.net 
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INFORMER NOVEMBER 2006 
Correspondence about dues, memberships, and lost Informers should be directed to: 

Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 6453, Watertown, NY 13601 
E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net Web site: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer{jeffsoc.htm 

President: Vice President: 2nd Vice President Recording Secretary: Corresponding Secretary: Treasurer: 
Jerry Davis Vacant Vacant Jean Coyne Clancy Hopkins Sally Washer 
P.O. Box 275 
Clayton, NY 13624 
maridavis@aol.com 
315-686-3475 

28808 NYS Rte 37 909 Washington St. 23896 Route 37 
Watertown, NY 13601 
swasher@twcny.rr.com 
315-788-5151 

Evans Mills, NY 13637 Watertown, NY 13601 
Dcovne@twcny.rr.com chopkins@imcnet.net 
315-629-4696 315-786-7668 

The Informer Committee includes Bill Dixon, chair; Nan Dixon, nandixon@gisco.nel editor; Clancy Hopkins, chopkins@imcnet.net, pub­
lisher. Editorial members (alphabetically) are Bonnie Borrello, seborrello@worldnet.att.net; Lis Couch, lcouch30@twcnv.rr.com; Jean 
Coyne, Dcovne@twcny.rr.com; Jerry Davis, maridavis@aol.com; Carol Garnsey, cgamseyi@.Gisco.net; Linda Malinich, ma­
linich@attglobal.net; Bob VanBrocklin, Rvan992@aol.com; and Pauline Zach, pinzach@aol.com. Feel free to contact any of the above for 
suggestions or comments regarding this newsletter, published six times a year- January, March, May, July, September and November. A 
special Surnames issue has also been published in December. 

The articles in this newsletter are written purely to stimulate interest in the genealogical history of Jefferson County. If comments are in any way offen­
sive, this was not the intent. All articles, submissions, etc., are the viewpoints and research of various contributors. As such, they do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the executive committee or members of the Jefferson County New York Genealogical Society. 

Letters ..... 
Letters to the editor may be directed to 

nandixon@gisco.net or to Nan Dixon, 15407 
Dixon Road, Clayton, NY 13624. 

New Addresses 
Dave Mitchell: 
New Address-435 Hideout Ln 

Colfax, CA 95713 
Cory Swensen: 
New Address-1207 Moffat Circle 

Colorado Springs, CO 80915 

New Email Address 
Jean Simmons Hager: 

japclhag@charter.net 

New Member (Family) 
Franklin E. and Ann E. Cean 

13835 Gilman Rd. 
Adams, NY 13605 
Phone: 315-938-5351 
lake_ effect@imcnet. net 

Add these changes and additions to your directory 
published last December. 

From Murphy's Laws for Genealogy 
None of the pictures in your recently deceased 
grandmother's photo album have names written on 
them. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Hi Nan, 

Marvelous article about the training classes in the 
September issue of the Informer. Would you know 
where I could get more infonnation; specifically on 
the Adams Training Class? My Grandmother, Leah 
Carpenter attended classes there. Thanks as always. 
Diana Law 

Hello Pauline and Nan, 
In looking through some old pictures, I found a news­
paper clipping (undated, probably from the Tl Sun) of 
the exact same picture from the September 2006 In­
former, page 21. The clipping included the names of 
those in the picture: 

1929 TRAINING CLASS AT CLAYTON- Front Row, 
from the left, Marion Graves, Frances Constance, 
Pauline Johndrow, Melrose Docteur. Back Row, I to 
r, Florence Jones, Josephine Fitchette, Ruth Michael, 
Oleta Potter, Frances Chruco, Serria LaRue, Cecile 
Commend. (Picture loaned by Evelyn Bovee, Clay­
ton.) 

My Mom (Florence Jones) was very good at "saving"! 
In this case, that is a good thing! 

Carolyn Vincent Bourgeois 

More From Murphy's Laws for Genealogy 
The will you need is in the safe on board the Titanic. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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What's Going on with 
JCNYGS 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

August Meeting 
Rene Schoemaker presented an excellent program on 
the Battle of the Windmill (Prescott, Ontario) and the 
Patriots' War. Mr. Schoemaker is a wonderful story­
teller, and the information he shared was both interest­
ing and informative. He began by showing a video of 
the battle, and then he proceeded to clear up several 
misconceptions about it. He discussed the "Hunter" 
societies that sprang up in northern NY to "free" Can­
ada. These groups were comprised of boys and men 
of every age, from 15 or 16 to 62, who believed stories 
of oppression and depression in Canada and felt it 
was their patriotic duty to help their northern neighbors 
fight the British oppressors. These men believed they 
would receive land and money if they invaded Can­
ada, and they also believed that Canadians would join 
with them once they landed in Canada. Mr. Schoe­
maker told many stories of the Battle of the Windmill, 
the capture of 159 Americans by British and Canadian 
forces, and the fates of those men and boys, many 
from Jefferson County. Following his presentation, 
several members of the audience spoke of their own 
connections to the Patriots' War and several brought 
memorabilia, such as a watch and a pardon. 

"Battle of the 
Windmill" 

Prescott, 
Ontario 

Rene 
Schoemaker 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjefler/jeffsoc.btm 

September Meeting 
Shawn Doyle presented a program relating to the Yer­
don family. Though not directly related to the Yer­
dons, three members of his family married into the 
Yerdon family, and this led to his desire to learn more 
about the Yerdons. 

The Yerdon!Yerden!Yerton/Jordan!Yordan (note the 
variety of spellings!) family came from Stone Arabia in 
Montgomery County, NY. They moved north to Jeffer­
son and St. Lawrence counties, occasionally moving 
back and forth between the two counties, and some 
moved further west to Michigan. 

Mr. Doyle had a display of photographs of Yerdon 
family members, and he provided each person attend­
ing with a copy of his Yerdon Family research. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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JCNYGS 
Minutes For August 14, 2006 

By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

The August 14th meeting was called to order at 6:38 
p.m. by President Linda Malinich with approximately 
50 people in attendance. The secretary's minutes of 
the July meeting were read and approved-motion by 
Bob VanBrocklin , second by Pauline Zach. The treas­
urer's report was given by Hollis Dorr and approved­
motion by Clancy Hopkins, second by Sue Grant. 

Corresponding Secretary: Clancy Hopkins reported 
that mail has been light this past month. Most member­
ship renewals have been paid. 

Program & Publicity: Phyllis Putman reported that 
the usual notices were sent out to local newspapers. 
She said special thanks go to the Watertown Daily 
Times for the excellent article that appeared in Friday's 
newspaper about the Battle of the Windmill and to­
night's speaker, Rene Schoemaker. 

Newsletter: Bill Dixon reported that the September 
issue is ready for printing. The November issue will 
focus on shipbuilding on the St. Lawrence River and 
Lake Ontario. 

Genealogical Collection: Nan Dixon reports that the 
committee continues to collect items. 

Nominations: The committee reported that it has 
been difficult to find replacements for officers whose 
terms of office are up. The proposed slate is: 
President Jerry Davis; Vice Pres.: ; 2"d 
Vice Pres. : ; Treasurer: ; Secre-
tary: Jean Coyne; Corresponding Sec. __ _ 
From the floor: Bill Dixon was nominated for Treas­
urer. 

Audit: Sue Grant presented a report summarizing her 
audit of the Society's financial records. The books are 
balanced. Two items were brought up: first, we need 
to keep a copy of the Will Abstract Books that are do­
nated to libraries; second, when submitting a request 
for reimbursement, members should give the treasurer 
an itemized list of the items purchased, costs, and pur­
pose of items. 

Membership: Clancy reported that our membership 
numbers about 340 or 350 people. 

Publications: 
1 . Bill Dixon has sent one Will Abstract Book to 
Fonda Archives. No one knew if any other books have 
been donated to area libraries. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

2. Lynn Thornton reported that work is continuing on 
the second Pedigrees book. 
Jean Coyne reported that work continues on the next 
will abstract book. 

Surrogates: Bob VanBrocklin reported that 83 will 
books have been sold to date. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:57 p. m.-motion by 
Clancy Hopkins, second by Bob VanBrocklin. 

Minutes For September 11, 2006 
By Jean Coyne, Recording Secretary 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by President 
Linda Malinich. Thirty-six people were in attendance. 

The minutes of the July meeting were read and ap­
proved following a motion by Pauline Zach, second by 
Lis Couch. 

The treasurer's report was read and approved, motion 
by Bob VanBrocklin, second by Sue Grant. 

A book donated by Rene Schoemaker was sold to Lis 
for $20. 

Election of officers: Bill Dixon withdrew his nomination 
as Treasurer. 
The slate as elected: 

President, Jerry Davis 
Vice-President, vacant 
2"d Vice Pres., vacant 
Recording Secretary, Jean Coyne 
Treasurer, Sally Washer 
Corresponding Secretary, Clancy Hopkins 

Corresponding Secretary: We received a card of 
thanks from the Flower Memorial Library for paying 
the final installment of our $1,000 pledge. 

Newsletter Committee: The September issue went 
out on time. There will be a meeting Sep. 14 to begin 
work on the November issue, Shipbuilding. Clancy 
reported that next year, late payment notices will go 
out in the July issue. 

Genealogical Collection: Nan had recent issues of the 
Informer on hand at the meeting. 

Publicity/Program: Phyllis said the upcoming pro­
grams are correct as printed on the back of tonight's 
agenda. There will be a brief business meeting at 
5:00 p.m. at the Panda Buffet before the October 9 
meeting, which will be a tour of the Watertown Daily 
Times library, led by Lisa Carr, at 6:30. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 
Publications: 
1. The will books: 84 sold; 42 stored in library; Bob 
VanBrocklin has 8; the store in Clayton has 6, Jean 
Coyne has 3. 7 are unaccounted for. 
The Resource CO-Bonnie Borello and AI Seymour 
sent 36 copies to libraries and local societies 

New Business: Bill and Nan Dixon attended the Fed­
eration of Genealogical Societies annual meeting in 
Boston, MA. This year's event was co-sponsored by 
the New England Historic Genealogical Society. 
There were about 350 sessions to choose from during 
the 5-day event. This year, many workshops dealt 
with Scots/Irish genealogy. Nan attended a workshop 
on Preserving Images. She learned that paper copies 
of photographs preserve better than COs, which have 
not lived up to their early expectations. She also at­
tended sessions dealing with GEN-WEB, putting infor­
mation onto the Internet. Bill reported on one session 
he attended, Using Early Census Records. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. on a motion 
by Bob VanBrocklin, second by Bill Dixon. 

North Country Visits 
Sterling When It Was a Busy Industrial Community 
Is Recalled by Miner C. Reed, Now of Philadel­
phia-says that He Doesn't Know of a Community 
of Comparable Size that Sent as Many Men to the 
Civil War as Did Sterlingville. 

By Ernest G. Cook 

Sterlingvllle's Busy Days 

"Yes, sir, I've seen the time when Sterlingville was do­
ing more business than the village of Philadelphia and 
when Reedville was a thriving community with sawmill 
and a sash and blind factory." 

So said Miner C. Reed, now of Philadelphia, as he 
discussed some of the former events in the village of 
Sterlingville and recalled some of the business men of 
other days. 

"I was born out here at Cattail Corners," said Mr. 
Reed, as he continued his story, "and that is off Ster­
lingville way, so I have seen quite a few people come 
and go in that section in my 70 or more years. And 
before I forget it, I want to say that I don't know of a 
community around here that sent more men to the 
front in the Civil war days than Sterlingville did, that is 
for a community of its same size. 

'Why Sterlingville had the big Sterling furnace, the 
Essington foundry, carriage shops, saw mills, shingle 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

mills, and several other manufacturing plants. You re­
member the old Northern Farmer stove, or didn't you 
ever see one? Had the oven up high at the rear of the 
stove with the pipes going up to it to permit the heat to 
circulate around the baking place. A good many old 
time farm kitchens had that stove. Well, that was made 
in Sterlingville by Essington and he turned out some 
good stuff. Say, I guess that the stoves in the Protes­
tant church at Sterlingville today were made by Es­
sington. 

"And the water power we had in those days was not to 
be sneezed at. Why, today there is more water going 
through Black creek at Sterlingville than in the Indian 
River at Woods Mills in the summer time. You see 
Black creek is fed by many springs from the Pine 
Plains and that keeps up the flow of water. 

"Of course the furnace was the big thing in those early 
days. It was located on our side of the village, known 
as Furnace Hill. There is where we used to have the 
cannon we made the racket with on Fourth of July 
celebrations. That was where John Rhubart got his 
arms blown off. But that is another story. You see that 
furnace was started about 100 years ago by John 
Sterling and for a time it handled the ore from several 
of these mines, such as the one at Shurtleffs, the one · 
on the Gouverneur road and others. They brought the 
ore there by teams and it was a busy sight to see all 
those rigs coming there to unload. I think the first . 
blast, which lasted for several weeks, ran off over 150 
tons of iron. And it was choice iron, too." 

A survey of the business houses of Sterlingville just 
after the Civil war, the time referred to by Mr. Reed 
shows that Peter Pratt was operating a basket making 
establishment. The blacksmiths were William Rhubart 
and David Seaman. Boots and shoes were made by 
Lewis H. Mills. Palmer Hatch was the butcher. Robert 
E. Odbert and Fletcher Odbert were carriage makers. 
The carpenters were Eleazar Gates, William Murray, 
John Myers and George Salisbury and Lewis H. Mills 
handled butter and cheese. 

There was a cheese box factory which was run by 
George Salisbury and Lyman E. North had a hair shop 
and did quite a business. Vincent Smith was the com­
munity cooper while Martin Porter made the pumps for 
the country in and about Sterlingville. L. H. Mills made 
and sold clothing and Miss T. Gill was the dress 
maker. Frank Comstock and James Shurtleff were the 
drovers or dealers in live stock. 

There were four sawmills with Caleb Essington oper­
ating one, Elbridge Hatch another and George Salis­
bury and James Sterling having mills. Of course the 
big business was the furnace, 

(Continued on page 8) 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page6 INFORMER November 2006 

Under the Picture- "Copied from Original Engraving by W. Strickland Publ. In the Port Folio 1815" 

The Informer staff would once again like to 
thank Sackets Harbor Historians Bob and 
Jeannie Brennan for a wealth of infonnation 

' articles and pictures such as our November 
Cover and the one above. 

SHIP BUILDING ERA ON POINT PENINSULA 
(From Richard Palmer-The Maritime Collection) 

For a period of about fifty years, beginning in 1832, 
shipbuilding was carried on in the town of Lyme. This 
gave employment to many until timber needed in this 
construction industry became scarce because of over 
cutting. 
The first schooner was built on Point Peninsula by 
master builder Asa Wilcox in 1832. The schooner con­
struction site was on the south shore of the "point" on 
the Fred Getman place. The remains of the dock 
where the first schooners were built are still there after 
150 years. 
The abstract to the Getman farm shows that Henry 
Getman, Fred's father, bought the farm from Asa Wil­
cox on February 20,1860. Of interest is the fact that 
Asa Wilcox's name is carved on the stair door of the 
old Bongard farmhouse which is adjacent to the Get­
man place both of which are located on the south 
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shore of Point Peninsula. It would appear that Asa 
Wilcox owned both of these places at one time. 
Asa Wilcox, a prolific builder, constructed many sailing 
vessels and fishing boats. Between the years of 1835 
and 1852 he had built over forty-eight vessels, mainly 
at the shipyards of Three Mile Bay where he had re­
moved to in 1835. Total tonnage of ships built by him 
in his shipbuilding career was a staggering 6.41 0 tons. 
The largest vessel built by Asa Wilcox was the Con­
gress of 395 tons, built in 1836 on Pillar Point. 
He not only was a master builder of ships but he con­
structed churches and homes as well. The Point Pen­
i~sula Church was built by him in 1834, and indica­
tions are that he built the Methodist Episcopal church 
in Three Mile Bay also. When this church steeple was 
repaired in 1934, Asa Wilcox's name and initials M.B. 
(Master Builder), were discovered chiseled in the 
heavy timber of the tower framework. 
Other ship builders of Point Peninsula were Greenleaf 
Rand and Sebra Howard. Sebra Howard built the ship, 
New York, weighing eighty tons in 1832. In 1834 
Greenleaf Rand built the William Buckley of 112 tons 
and in 1836 the Bancroft and in 1837, the G. C. Rand: 
each of the same tonnage and in the same shipyard. 
It is interesting to note that on the 1836 marine chart 
of the mouth of the St. Lawrence river area Point 
Peninsula was known as Point Howard. ' 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 



November 2006 INFORMER Page7 

Sterlingville 
In 1866 Hamilton Child published a business directory 
of Sterlingville, as he did of nearly all the villages and 
hamlets of Jefferson county at that time. He gave Ster­
lingville a population of 250 people, and probably 
nearly all of the hamlet's surnames can be found in his 
list. 

James Sterling, for whom the hamlet was named, was 
the most important citizen. He owned the forge which 
made the local ore into iron, and he had a lumber mill 
as well. He was the largest employer, and also proba­
bly the largest man. 

STERLINGVILLE 

Adapted from Emerson, Our County and its People, 
pages 757-759, published in 1898 

In 1836 a furnace was built upon Black Creek in the 
south part of the town of Philadelphia for the purpose 
of working ores produced in Antwerp. James Sterling 
was the founder of the enterprise, and put his works in 
operation in June, 1837; and from that time until his 
death, he was in some manner connected with the 
industry in the town. He died in 1863. He was the di­
rect cause and means of building up the little hamlet 
called for him Sterlingville, and was, withal, one of the 
foremost men of the town in his time. 

While the ores from Antwerp were used almost wholly 
for a time, the Sterling furnace soon began taking ore 
from lots 543 and 544. The business started well, and 
in August 31, 1837, the Sterling Iron Company was 
incorporated, having a capital of $20,000. The incorpo­
rators were James Sterling, Orville Hungerford, 
George Walton, Caleb Essington and George C. 
Sherman. This company did an extensive and profit­
able business for about three years, and at the end of 
the first year gave a complimentary dinner to its em­
ployees and others connected with the industry. How­
ever, in 1840 the company ceased operations and dis­
solved, and was succeeded that same year (on May 
19) by the Philadelphia Iron Company, also incorpo­
rated, comprising Ephraim Taylor, Frederick Van Os­
trand, George Dickerson, William Skinner, and John 
Gates. Under this management the furnace was re­
built, but subsequent operations were not specially 
profitable to the company, which soon passed out of 
existence. 

The next proprietor was Samuel G. Sterling, brother to 
the founder, the latter also having an active interest in 
the business. They continued the furnace for several 
years, but with indifferent success. The buildings were 
burned in 1849, but were rebuilt in 1851. A.P. Sterling, 
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formerly of Antwerp, next succeeded, and conducted 
the business from 1859 to 1860 and then sold to the 
Jefferson iron company, an Antwerp concern and own­
ers of furnaces in other localities. The enterprise at 
Sterlingville was abandoned about 1880, and now ex­
ists only in history and ruins. In 1839, just before the 
Philadelphia iron company was formed, Caleb Essing­
ton, formerly of the Sterlingville iron company, built a 
forge at this hamlet and conducted it for about twenty 
years in the manufacture of refined iron. 

The history of these industries is substantially the his­
tory of Sterlingville during the period of their operation, 
for the hamlet was founded with them and suffered 
seriously when they ceased operations. A sawmill was 
built on the village site as early as 1824 by Hamblin & 
Crofoot for Edmund Tucker, was probably owned by 
Joseph Bonaparte, who lived in Wilna, near Natural 
Bridge, and was something of a character in the early 
history of that region. James Sterling also built a saw 
mill at the village in 1836. The grist mill was started 
several years later, but now all these old industries are 
gone and only an idle saw mill serves to remind us of 
a once busy community and of prosperous times now 
past. 

Sterlingville was made a post office in 1839, with 
George Walton as postmaster. In 1840 Rufus Hatch 
opened a public house, but in the next year the long 
known Sterlingville house was opened by Frederick • 
Van Ostrand, one of the furnace company. Indeed, 
almost the entire business of the hamlet was con­
trolled by the company operating the furnace and 
forge. In 1850 the interests comprised the furnace and 
forge, two taverns, two stores, two saw mills, several 
small shops, a district school, Catholic church and 
about 300 inhabitants. The Union meeting house was 
built in 1856. Beyond this, the village has not materi­
ally progressed. 

During the period of operation of the furnace and 
forge, and other industries, it was a place of busy ac­
tivity and all its institutions and interests appeared to 
be well and permanently established, but when opera­
tions ceased the laboring element was compelled to 
seek other places of employment and business was 
confined to the patronage drawn from the surrounding 
agricultural region. This has been the condition of 
things for more than twenty-five years, yet Stertingville 
is a pleasant little hamlet, and is peopled with an in­
dustrious and thrifty class of residents. At this time 
[1898] business interests comprise the general stores 
owned by C.B. Corbin & Co. and Bigarel & Malone, 
and the unused saw mill. The public buildings are the 
district school, the union meeting house and the 
Catholic church. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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COMPUTER CORNER 
In a recent article, the Waterlown Daily Times (the only 
daily in Jefferson County) claimed that internet service 
is slowing down for rural users, one of whom is the 
editor of this newsletter. Instead of upgrading to high­
speed internet service, Verizon, a local phone com­
pany is looking to sell off some of the local phone lines 
it controls, because they are not money makers. This 
appears to indicate some of us are doomed to slower 
and interruptible dial up service indefinitely. Count your 
blessings, those of you on DSL and other modem sys­
tems! 

While looking for anything relating to computer geneal­
ogy at the recent national FGS conference in Boston, 
the AniMap SiteFinder Online, a free service, caught 
our eye. According to their brochure, you can locate 
thousands of towns, cemeteries, schools, and other 
locations you won't find on present-day maps. They 
gave us a demonstration on Jefferson County, and 
sure enough, they brought up Sterlingville, which has­
n't been on a current map since World War II. Their 
brochure claims: This new free service from the pub­
lishers of AniMap allows you to search our database of 
nearly 800,000 places and automatically plot locations 
on Google Maps where you can view the location ei­
ther in map form or satellite image. 

Just go to www.goldbug.com and click on the Site­
Finder Online link. 

Question: There is almost always an "http" in front of 
the "www'' in Web addresses. What does the "http" 
mean? 

Answer: The ubiquitous "http" that precedes nearly 
every web address is an acronym for Hypertext Trans­
fer Protocol. HTTP is the set of computing rules that 
governs how all data are transmitted and received on 
the World Wide Web. The "http:/f' you see before a 
web address lets your browser know to display the 
document in HTTP format and that the document is 
HTTP-compatible. 

Every interaction among Web browser software and 
Web-hosting servers is governed by this protocol. In 
short, Hypertext Transfer Protocol makes the Web, the 
Web. 

A rather quirky website for a newspaper project allows 
you to access many of our local papers. Click on Post­
card to reach Jefferson County papers. 
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/nysnp/online.htm 

SEARCH ENGINE TIPS from © 2004, The USGen­
Web Project Permission to reprint articles from this 
newsletter is granted when the author and The US-
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GenWeb Project News are credited. 
Mike Jarvis - Webmaster 

As genealogists in today's high-tech world, the impor­
tance of using search engines properly is ever in­
creasing. With genealogy related web sites making up 
a huge part of our World Wide Web, we would like to 
share some search engine tips that perhaps a few you 
will find helpful. 

There is much that could be written about this, but we 
will focus only on a few tips that we find most helpful. 
We use ( and J to indicate terms that would be written 
in a search box. MORE: http://usgenweb.org/ 
newsletter/NL-09-2005.shtmi#SearchTips 

More From Murphy's Laws 
for Genealogy 

The public ceremony in which your distin­
guished ancestor participated and at which 
the platform collapsed under him turned out 
to be his hanging. 

When at last after much hard work you have 
evolved the mystery that you have been 
working on for two years, your aunt says, "I 
could have told you thatr 

(Continued from page 5) Sterlingvllle's Busy Days 

owned and operated by James Sterling for a long 
time, but later by o~her men and many of the local in­
dustries centered about his industry. The grist mill was 
operated by Caleb Essington and this was down the 
stream from the furnace, according to Mr. Reed, and 
at this point there was a canal to take water to these 
mills and return it to the main stream. Joseph Essing­
ton was the man who manufactured the iron from the 
furnace into different articles and built up a good busi­
ness, for he produced worthwhile goods. Christopher 
Mosher did mason work and Fletcher Odbert was the 
painter. Drs. Hopkins and Waful were located at this 
point and we must not forget the shingle mill run by 
Eldbridge Hatch. Lyman E. North had a wood turning 
establishment and Elijah P. Dailey had a clock repair 
shop. There were several merchants and thus we see 
that the village with a population of over 300 was quite 
an active community. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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A Picture Query! 

Dear Mrs. Dixon, 

I am enclosing a photo that my mother had in her possession. 

I know some of the families- maybe Carter, Sharpine, Hall or Austin. 

Do you ever put personal pictures in the "Informer" with a caption of Help! Need 
Names! 

Do you have any ideas as to my next step? 

I appreciate your time. My mom is seated in front, on the right, looking quite 
bored with it all (child). What a marvelous woman she was. 

Regards, 
Carol Ginder 
P. 0. Box 268 
Lima, NY 144485 

P.S.- I really enjoy reading the Informer- when it arrives everything stops until I read it 
cover to cover. Great Job! 

On the Web: http:// rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm ©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 



Page 10 INFORMER November 2006 . 

Frigate New Orleans built in 1814, Sackets Harbor. From a postcard of many years ago. 

During the War of 1812 there was a race on between 
the Americans and British for naval supremacy of the 
Great Lakes, and Lake Ontario was the key lake of 
them all. The American shipyard was in charge of 
Henry Eckford at Sackets Harbor where a substantial 
fleet of sailing warships was constructed for the com­
mand of Commodore Isaac Chauncey. At Kingston, 
Ont. , a similar fleet was constructed for Sir James Lu­
cas Yeo, commander of the British fleet. 

In 1814 the British launched the St. Lawrence, a three­
decked 120 gun ship that was by far the largest in ei­
ther fleet on the lakes. About Jan. 1, 1815, Eckford 
started construction of a vessel of similar size to re­
store the Americans to supremacy. It was built of 
green timber cut from the forests of the vicinity and 
was christened the New Orleans in honor of General 
Jackson's victory at New Orleans Jan. 8, 1815. 

Finally in February of that year came the belated news 
that the war had ended in December, 1814, and work 
ceased on the New Orleans. She was left on the 
stocks on Shiphouse Point and after several years a 
shed was built over her. On Feb. 9, 1884, while the 
New Orleans was being razed, it fell apart, killed one 
man and injured several others. 

The interesting story is told of Tom Metcalf, daring son 
of Henry Metcalf, for many years commandant of the 
Sackets Harbor naval station, that one day Tom con-
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ceived the idea of climbing up and along the ridge­
pole of the shiphouse. But after he had gotten up he 
couldn't get down, and his father, getting the old mus­
ket down, ordered his son to jump into the water. The 
boy obeyed and solved his dilemma. 

November 13th JCNYGS 
Meeting 

Our Program Chairperson Phyllis Putnam has re­
ceived the following letter from Watertown's City 
Clerk-Historian Donna Dutton. We include it here in 
hopes you receive our newsletter in time to join us for 
what will be a very interesting meeting. 

Hi Phyllis, 
The program will be a Nostalgic look at Watertown 
through the use of artifacts that have been donated to 
the Historian's Room. The program will begin with a 
short narrative of interesting historical information from 
the City Clerk's archives. This will be followed by a 
presentation of items from the Hotel Woodruff, per­
sonal day books, photographs, postcards, trade cards 
and more. 
Myself - I've been employed by the City of Watertown 
since 1982 and was appointed Deputy City Clerk in 
1986, appointed City Clerk in 1990 and added the po­
sition of City Historian to the Clerk's position in 1999. 
Donna 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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The Mighty St. Lawrence 
Dread naught of the Lake 

(Taken from an undated newspaper clipping.) 

They had the first ship they began, the one at Sackefs 
Harbor, almost planked by the following April, and they 
had picked a name for her - New Orleans, celebrating 
the British repulse at that city. 

But, before the launching, word came across the At­
lantic and up the quaggy roads and swollen rivers of 
New York state that Commodore Chauncey's bitter 
words were true. The war was over; had been over 
since Christmas Eve. The commissioners for peace 
had arrived at agreement in the neutral city of Ghent 
on that date. News traveled more slowly then than at 
the time of the Armistice of the Great War. 

It was said that at the launching of the St. Lawrence 
Lem the Dreamer, the hardest working of all the ship­
wrights, died of his exertions; and that his last words 
were: "Her shotted guns shall never speak. Without a 
word she ends this strife. And there shall be no more 
war." 

It is a fact that this St. Lawrence, the deadliest fighting 
machine devised on fresh water, never fired a loaded 
gun, and yet accomplished more than the remainder of 
the navies of both notions combined. 

She has been nicknamed the Silent St. Lawrence. 
She not only won the war without a shot, but she won 
a permanent abandonment of an armament race 
which, on the Great Lakes and everywhere else, 
would end in murder or suicide. It was after her ap­
pearance that Great Britain and the United States 
sanely arrived at a "one-gun navy" policy for the Great 
Lakes. Each country agreed to no heavier armament 
than one 18-pounder gunboat. That agreement, with 
reasonable relaxations for such occasions as Fenian 
Raids, rum-running, and fish poaching, has obtained 
so long that its existence is forgotten, but anything 
else between the two countries is unthinkable. 

True to her destiny, the St. Lawrence was dismantled 
soon after the peace. After lying idle for 40 years in 
Kingston harbor, her empty hull was towed westward 
to the vicinity of the old distillery near Portsmouth. 
The late Henry Cunningham told the writer, in 1910, a 
vivid story of how he saw the old side-wheel tug tow 
her towards the sunset, like the fighting Temeraire in 
Turner's picture; and how she was beached, and a 
wharf built out to her, just east of the distillery pier. 

For years and years she served as a cordwood dock 
and fuel depot for the lake steamers, fueling up for the 
westward passage, their docks piled with maple and 
beech and pine. Through Mr. Cunningham the writer 
had no difficulty in locating the remains of the St. Law­
rence, although they were then from six to 20 feet un­
der water. 
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Dr. H. C. Connell, of Kingston, opposite whose fine 
modern house the old hulk wore down to bare bones 
and disappeared, frequently finds old Bank of Upper 
Canada Tokens and other coins, on the beach, loose 
change dropped by the farmers when hauling cord­
wood to the long-vanished dock. He has the ship-axe 
which cut the rope holding the dog-shores the day the 
St. Lawrence was launched, in September, 1814; and 
another Kingston Physician, Dr. W. A Jones, has a 
swivel-gun salvaged from the wreck as recently as 
1920. It is only a little thing, meant for firing signals, or 
a handful of bullets in close fighting. The St. Law­
rence's "working guns,» which never spoke, were 24, 
32 and 41 pounders, throwing balls heavier than the 
weight of the whole swivel gun. 

The St. Lawrence's intended rival, the New Orleans, 
which never reached the water, stood for year after 
year under a house built over her in the shipyard at 
Sacket's Harbor. Sixty years ago ship and house alike 
began to fall apart from dry rot, and both were torn 
down. 

Deckbeams of the New Orleans were carried to 
Oswego and cut up for remembrances. Capt. Nelson 
Palmateer possesses one of these, in the form of a 
red cedar cane. Although he does not need to use 
this, it seems fitting that, having been associated so 
long with the Great Lakes and the shops that ply them, 
and the sailors that man them, Capt. Palmateer should 
have another cane and, with proper deference be it 
said, a better one. So the writer is presenting him, at 
this Cherry Valley service, with a stout brass-banded 
walking stick made by Mesrs. L. W. Mackenzie and 
Dean Bros., of Toronto, from a choice bit of oak from 
the heart of the Silent St. Lawrence. 

"Lost Villages" 
(A New Series in the lnformen) 

The Informer has initiated a new series with this is­
sue. We have chosen Sterlingville as the first of our 
"LOST VILLAGES" series, which will consist of ham­
lets, communities or villages which once thrived in 
Jefferson County but are now either lost, or very hard 
to find. Some examples are Pogeville, Williamsville, 
or Bear Creek: have you ever heard of them? If you 
have a mystery hamlet you would like to know more 
about, send the name and possible location to the 
Informer, and we will try to come up with some indica­
tion of its existence, such as a map or a list of inhabi­
tants, or, if we're lucky, a brief sketch in one of the 
Jefferson County histories. While we will call the se­
ries "LOST VILLAGES", there will probably be few 
villages. Most will be hamlets, post office addresses, 
or simply communities. Let's hear from you! Can you 
stump our experts? 
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Cape Man Recalled Life On 
Schooners In Lake Trade 
(Reprinted from June 16, 1940 publication) 

Cape Vincent - Sailing as a crew member upon the 
schooners that plied from Lake Ontario ports to Chi­
cago in the busy years of inland traffic following the 
civil war, Wayne B. Brewster, 91, finds, in retrospec­
tion, that the early years of the enlarged Weiland canal 
brought a period of danger through the trend of mas­
ters to overload their craft and take full advantage of 
the greater depth. 

The canal boat had acted as a regulator upon cargoes. 
If loaded to a point where the draft was increased be­
yond normal, even the small ships of that time could 
not pass. "After they enlarged the canal, they used to 
overload the boats," Mr. Brewster declared, recalling 
an experience when the schooner on which he sailed 
was over laden and the captain, encountering heavy 
weather, solemnly promised to do so no more. 

Mr. Brewster can recall the hey-day of lake shipping, 
for he antedated the era of railroad traffic, himself a 
passenger upon the first train that entered this village. 
The trip marked his coming to make his home here. 

Sailed on Schooners 
He sailed upon the Polly Ann Roger and her sister 
ship, the L. S. Hammond, both two masted schooners 
built at Sackets Harbor for E. J. Burnham, owner of the 
local elevator, burned in 1905. It was the second ele­
vator at this port, the first having been built in 1853 by 
the Rome & Cape Vincent Railroad. Burnham's eleva­
tor handled 700,000 top 800.000 bushels of grain an­
nually. 

'We carried wheat, coal, corn, anything," Mr. Brewster 
said. 'We generally had a deck load of coal when we 
went to Chicago. We got the coal mostly to Oswego. 

"There were eight in the crew. Joe Saunders, father of 
Mrs. Sackett, was captain. I also sailed on her sister 
ship, the L.S. Hammond named for the president of the 
Cape Vincent bank and captained by Dick Saunders, a 
brother of Joe. We carried anything that happened 
along." 

Horses vs. Syrup 
Mr. Brewster tells of one voyage on which the boat had 
a number of horses and several barrels of maple 
syrup. One of the syrup barrels became broached, the 
syrup flowing into the horses' quarters causing all sorts 
of trouble, as the horses slipped in the sticky mass and 
became cast. There also was an occasion when the 
schooner shipped ice for Cleveland. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

The Roger carried about 20,000 bushes of grain, in 
bulk. Mr. Brewster encountered many storms but no 
shipwreck, although once he was knocked off the 
mast when it was struck by lightning. 

"It took us two or three weeks to make the trip to Chi­
cago," he revealed. "We couldn't tell just how long it 
would take. There were quite a number of propellers 
on the lakes then, most of the steamships being out of 
Buffalo. There were mostly sailboats on this lake. We 
took many cargos to Kingston; that was a great grain 
center, the grain going from there to Montreal. 

"We used to go to Kingston to take on stone, loaded 
by prisoners at the penitentiary. They would form in 
line and dump the stone in the hold as they passed. 
We took it to Oswego, where it was used in the fur­
naces." 

Recreation was not entirely absent The crews en­
joyed fishing from their schooners, salmon being the 
favorite catch. At one attempt, Brewster caught eight 
lake trout instead of the salmon he sought. 

Became Carpenter 
After his marriage, he quit the lake and devoted him­
self to the carpenter's trade. He was born May 25, 
1849, on Point Peninsula, son of a ship carpenter, 
descended from William Brewster of Massachusetts. 
When the first train ran over the Watertown-Cape Vin­
cent railroad , he and his sister, now Mary Brewster 
Cough of Green Bay, Wise., boarded it at Chaumont 
to come to their new home. 

Although handicapped by deafness. Mr. Brewster en­
joys splendid sight and can read without glasses. 
Among the treasured possessions of his household is 
a picture taken of him at the age of four. His father 
was busy on a carpentry job on the day appointed for 
the picture taking. The son went to see his father. 

"I crawled under the stoop and went to sleep, and they 
had to put over the picture until the next day," Brew­
ster laughed. 

Asa Wilcox-Shipbuilder 

A name seen most often when looking at records for 
shipbuilding in early Jefferson County, New York is 
that of Asa Wilcox. On the following page 13 is a list­
ing of 58 vessels known to have been built by Asa 
Wilcox. 

The name of the vessel is followed by the type of ves­
sel such as Schooner, Brig, Sloop Scow, Barge and 
others. That in turn is followed by its tonnage, year it 
was built and where it was built. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Ships Known To Have Been Built by Asa Wilcox 
Acadia Brig 283 tons 1847 Point Peninsula 
Coral Schooner 206tons 1848 Pillar Point 
Hungarian Bark 364 tons 1853 Three Mile Bay 
Hampton Brig 238 tons 1845 Pillar Point 
Iroquois Brig 257 tons 1846 Point Peninsula 
Melrose Schooner 267 tons 1852 Three Mile Bay 
Norwegian Schooner 390 tons 1856 Three Mile Bay 
Rio Grande Brig 276tons 1846 Point Peninsula 
Saxon Brig 288tons 1848 Three Mile Bay 
J. D. Schuyler Schooner 100 tons 1850 Three Mile Bay 
(Construction credited to "A. L. Haselton·) 
Portland Schooner 250 tons 1847 Pillar Point 
Rainbow Schooner 14 tons 1841 Point Peninsula 
Missouri Schooner 100 tons 1837 Three Mile Bay 
Peninsula Packet Horseboat 9tons 1838 Lyme 
Asa Wilcox Schooner 134 tons 1841 Lyme 
Lucinda Schooner 84tons 1841 Lyme 
Ontario Brig 140 tons 1842 Point Peninsula 
Rocky Mountain Schooner 1843 Point Peninsula 
Growler Sloop Scow 15 tons 1843 Lyme 
New York Schooner 45 tons 1829 Point Peninsula 
Stephen Girard Schooner 81 tons 1832 Chaumont 
Decatur Schooner 9 tons 1828 Lyme 
William Buckley Schooner 91 tons 1834 Point Peninsula 
Florida Schooner 107 tons 1835 Three Mile Bay 
Pennsylvania Schooner 109 tons 1836 Three Mile Bay 
Allegan Schooner 100 tons 1836 Chaumont 
Kentucky Schooner 113 tons 1836 Three Mile Bay 
Cuba Schooner 135 tons 1834 Point Peninsula 
Palmetto Schooner 240 tons 1847 Point Peninsula 
Fashion Schooner 56 tons 1847 Pillar Point 
Ocean Schooner 260 tons 1848 Three Mile Bay 
Oxford Schooner 244 tons 1848 Chaumont 
Havana Schooner 135 tons 1841 Point Peninsula 
Eagle Sloop 41 tons 1853 Chaumont 
P. P. Gage Schooner 109 tons 1854 Chaumont 
A. L. Hasleton Schooner 226tons 1851 Chaumont 
Seminole Brig 242 tons 1847 Point Peninsula 
Oregon Schooner 142 tons 1844 Three Mile Bay 
Moses and Elias Schooner 115 tons 1834 Chaumont 
Empire Brig 147 tons 1844 Point Peninsula 
HenryW Hoag Barge 240 tons .1862 Three Mile Bay 
Watertown Schooner 308 tons 1874 Chaumont 
(Construction credited to "Bertrand.") 
Mary Copley Schooner 274 tons 1873 Chaumont 
A. E. Vickery Schooner 291 tons 1861 Three Mile Bay 
American Schooner 288 tons 1870 Three Mile Bay 
James E. Gilmore Schooner 290 tons 1867 Three Mile Bay 
T. Y. Avery Schooner 256 tons 1855 Three Mile Bay 
(Construction credited to "G. Rogers.") 
R. G. Smead Schooner 75 tons 1839 Chaumont 
Milan Schooner 147 tons 1845 Point Peninsula 
G. S. Weeks Schooner 116 tons 1845 Point Peninsula 
Ellen Bronson Schooner 103 tons 1835 Point Peninsula 
Champlain Brig 270 tons 1846 Point Peninsula 
Palo Alto Schooner 1847 Pillar Point 
Rip Van Winkle Schooner 223 tons 1846 Chaumont 
D. D. Bogart Schooner 109 tons 1847 Chaumont 
Breeze Schooner 124 tons 1848 Chaumont 
Col. Powers Schooner 50 tons 1844 Three Mile Bay 
~~Qrg~ S.t~~~ ~!;;hQQn~r 16QQ I!Jr~~ Mil~ B2~ 
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More From the 
Dollinger House Register 

Here is more of the 1887-88 Register of the Dollinger 
House which was in Redwood, NY. This work by 
Linda Malinich, our JCNYGS Past President, was first 
featured in the July and September 2004 issues of the 
Informer as well as the November 2005, January, 
March and July 2006 issues. The following two pages 
continue after those pages. There is also a summary 
of Linda's work on page 20 in the November 2004 
Informer that will be of interest to readers. 

Hoffman, W.E. So. Columbia 
Oct20 
W.E. Hoffman (1880 Census, Columbia, 

Herkimer County, farmer, age 38) 
Hogan, Dick Syracuse 

Mar 1 
Hogan, Randy A. Syracuse 

Apr 11 
R.A. Hogan (1889 Syracuse Dir, com. trav, 

location at Antwerp & 16 South Salina) 
Randolph A. Hogan (1863 - 1922) 

(Hillside Cemetery, Antwerp) 
Holder, N? B. Findlay, 0 

Sept 21 
Holdy, Thomas (Hoadley) 

Oct 13 
Thomas Hoadley (Child's -Alexandria, 

oarsman & pilot) 
Holkins, W.L. 

Aug 12 
Holloway, Nathan 

Aug 16 

Alex Bay 

N.Y. 

Omar 

Nathan Holloway (1817-1906, Omar Cern-Orleans) 
Holmes, F.D. Troy, NY 

Sept23 
Holmes, W.W. 

Jan 19 
Redwood 

Wallace W. Holmes (1869-1933, Redwood Cem.) 
Holt, Charles 

May 17 
Honeyman, E. 

June 1 
Edward W. Hunneyman (1860-1926) 
(Plessis Cemetery -Alexandria) 

Plessis 

Hooker, John Poughkeepsie 
Apr 13 (Dutchess County) 
John W. Hooker (1894 Poughkeepsie Dir, 

glass works) 
Hosner, C.C. 

Sept 19 
Charles C. Hosner (d 1905, age 85) 
(Plessis Cemetery- Alexandria) 

Plessis 

(Child's- Alexandria, teacher & justice of peace) 
Hosseman?, G.C. James Rossie 

Feb21 
Hough, D.A. 

Aug 16 
Oswego 

D.A. Hough (1888 Oswego Dir, RW&O RR, 
master carpenter) 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Houghton, A.H. Alexandria Bay 
Nov 10, Jan 11, Feb 22 
Almon H. Houghton (Child's -Alexandria, 

dealer in groceries, notions, sporting goods & 
crockery; agent for Domestic sewing machine) 

Almon H. Houghton (1849 - 1930) 
(Walton Street Cemetery, Alexandria) 

Houghton, H. Alex Bay 
May 26, Jan 11 
Hiram H. Houghton (1860-1936) 
(Walton St Cemetery - Alexandria) 

Houghton, J.C. Black Lake 
Feb 7 

House?, A.E. Alex Bay 
Mar29 

Howe, A.A. Sandy Creek 
May23 

Howe, E.P. New York 
Feb25 

Howell, C.F. Rochester 
Sept 19 
Charles F. Howell (1888 Rochester Dir, dentist) 

Howell, Fred D. Alex Bay 
Jan 11 
Fred D. Howell (Child's- Alexandria, 

prop. St. Lawrence Hotel, James) 
Howland, J.C. Felts Mills 

Oct 10 
Hoyser, John Cape Vincent 

May26 
John Heyser (1838-1899) 
(Riverside Cemetery - Cape Vincent) 

Hoyt, F .N. Plessis 
Sept 19 
Frank N. Hoyt (1866-1932, Grove Cemetery) 
(Child's- Orleans, carpenter & undertaker) 

Hubbs, R. Watertown 
Sept 23 
R. Hubb (1889 Watertown Dir, res. 150 Main) 

Hughes, F.W. & wife Syracuse 
Jun 8, Sept 30, Oct 29 

Hughes, T.C. Utica RR 
Jul 21, Jul 22, Jul 25, Aug 2, Aug 4, Aug 6 

Hungerford, E.H. Watertown 
Nov 11 
Egbert H. Hungerford, 1888 Watertown Dir­

produce 
Egbert H. Hungerford (1844 - 1899, Section A) 
(Brookside Cemetery, Watertown) 

Hurd, C.J. Utica, NY 
Mar 12 
Charles Hurd (1880 Census- Utica, Oneida Co., 

commercial traveler, age 30) 
Charles J. Hurd (1888 Utica Dir, Hurd & Hinds, 
wholesale jobbers, boots, shoes & rubbers) 

Hurlburt, J.T (Hurlbut) Watertown 
June 24 
John T. Hurlbut (1892 Watn Dir, cheese dealer) 
John T. Hurlbut (1835 - 1900, Section C, 

(Brookside Cemetery, Watertown) 
Hurley, D.H. Potsdam 

Mar26 
Huson, A.B. Adams 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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May23 
Arthur B. Huson (Child's- Adams, 

prop. Huson House) 
Arthur B. Huson (1835-1905, Rural Cern, Adams) 

-I-

lnglehart, H.F. Watertown 
Mar23 
Hiram F. lnglehart (1888 Watn Dir, h 43 TenEyck) 
Hiram F. lnglehart (Child's - Watertown, alderman 

1st district, 3rd ward, prop. Westminster Hotel, 
Westminister Pk, Thousand Islands, h 43 
TenEyck) 

Ingraham, B. Adams, Syracuse 
Jun 27, Jul18, Aug 8, Aug 25, Sept 19, Oct 11, 
Oct 26, Nov 17, Jan 25 (Adams (1st time)), Feb 22, 
Mar21 
Bertram Ingraham (1888 Syracuse Oir, com. trav) 
Bertrand Ingraham (Child's- Watertown, 

com. traveler, h 20 Sherman) 
Bertrand Ingraham (1848-1939, Elmwood 

Cemetery, Town of Adams) 
(" ... retired traveling salesman and one time 
druggist. owned drug store in Adams at one time", 
Jefferson County Journal, July 5, 1939) 

lrvin/lnvin?, H.M. Ogdensburg 
Mar 26, Apr 2 

- J-

Jackson, A.H. NY City 
July 19 

Jackson,Geo. Gouverneur 
Jul19, Aug 10, Sept21, Oct 13, Nov2, Nov22, 
Dec 15, Jan 5, Jan 24, Feb 16, Mar 8, Mar 29 
George Jackson (1880 Census- Gouverneur, 

St. Lawrence County, comm. Agt, age 38) 
James, J. 

Sept10 
James?, Nathan Theresa 

Oct 13 
Jarvis, John Alex Bay 

May 31, 
John Jarvis (1828-1909) 
(Wellesley Cemetery -Alexandria) 

Jenne, E.A. Gouverneur 
Aug 11, Sept 10, Mar 7 
Ezra A Jenne (1840-1911) 
(Riverside Cemetery Section I, Gouveneur) 
(1880 Census- age 35, commercial traveler) 

Jewett, M.J. Redwood 
Feb21 
Marcus J. Jewett (Child's- Alexandria, breeder of 

grade Ayrshire cattle, 175 sugar trees, dealer in 

On tbe Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

furs, skins & agricultural implements) 
Marcus J. Jewett (1855-1924, Redwood Cemetery) 

Jimerson, M. Adams 
May23 
Minor Jimerson (Child's- Adams) 
Miner Jimerson (b 1855 Ellisburg - Jan 11, 1936) 

(livery business, Elmwood Cemetery, Adams) 
(Jefferson County Journal, Jan 15, 1936) 

Johnson, Geo. B. LaFargeville 
Sept 19 

Johnson, P .E. Natural Bridge 
Nov 19 
Parley E. Johnson (Child's - Wilna, 

retired physician & surgeon) 
Johnson, R.M. 

Sept22 
Utica 

R.M. Johnson (1887 Utica Dir, com. traveler) 
Jones, Frank Syracuse 

Apr4 
Jones, W. P/R? 

Jan 30 
Jones, Watson 

Jul16, Sept 16 

Remsen 
(Oneida County) 
Alexandria Bay 

(Child's -Alexandria, farmer) 

-K-

Kapfer, George Carthage, NY 
Jan 25 
George Kapfer (1830 -1918) 
George W. Kapfer (1859- 1927) 
(St. James Old Cemetery- Wilna) 

Karlen, S. New York 
July 25 
Samuel Karlen (1890 NYC Dir.- produce) 

Keeler, E.S. Alexandria Bay 
Nov28 
Edwin S. Keeler (1880 Census- Alexandria, 

S.B. Captain, age 25) 
Edwin S. Keeler (Child's - Alexandria, 

steam yacht engineer & captain) 
Keith, Geo Oswego 

Aug 16, Oct 11 , Apr2 
(General Road Master RW&O RR) 

Kellog, Chas. S. S. Rutland, NY 
Aug 15 

Kempton, W.S. Newport, NH 
Oct4 

Kenney, M.E. Utica 
Mar 12 
Marcus E. Kenney (1894 Utica Dir, optician, 

242 Genesee) 
Kennico?, Bruno ? 

Mar 17 
Ketchum, Chas. 0. Utica, NY 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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THE ADAM HENRY MUNK FAMILY 
OF WATERTOWN, NY AND 

RELATED FAMILIES 
(By Marilynn Jean Gardner) 

Into the city of Watertown, Jefferson Co. , NY, rode 
Adam Munk, itinerant music teacher. There he met 
Susan Avery, young daughter of Jasper and Sarah 
Scidmore Avery. They married 3 Nov. 1847 in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Watertown. 

Moving to Oswego, NY, Adam became a butcher, 
probably partners with the brothers of Susan who were 
butchers. Soon the children arrived. First Emma 
Catherine, then Andrew, after that Henry who appar­
ently died young. Adam Henry Munk, born in 
Oswego, NY, 28 Dec. 1852 was the 4th child of Adam 
Munk. After the disappearance of his father, his 
mother, Susan Avery Munk, took in boarders to help 
with expenses. This was the time-honored way for a 
genteel widowed woman to earn a living. In those 
days, women had few choices. One of these boarders 
was a raven-haired beauty, Mary McCiement from Pic­
ton, Ontario. A seamstress, she was 7 years older 
than Adam Henry (called Henry) when they married in 
1870, Adam being 18 at the time. This was an unusu­
ally happy marriage, both being very jolly and prone to 
playing jokes on each other. They moved to Water­
town and lived across the road from my grandparents. 
The entire neighborhood was all aunts, uncles and 
cousins and I envied my mother that 

I don't remember Mary but I remember Adam Henry 
welL I used to visit him every summer while staying 
with my grandmother, Anna Munk Clark. He was very 
tall and straight and extremely handsome, as all of my 
ancestors tended to be, otherwise how could I be ex­
plained? 

These Munks lived a loooong time. Henry was 89 
when he died. And he was deaf, so it was hard for us 
to converse, but Grandma gave me enough family sto­
ries to completely bore you before I get through. 

Adam Henry and Mary lived in Picton, Ontario, Can­
ada for a time and then moved to Watertown where 
they spent the rest of their lives, as active members of 
Hope Presbyterian Church that Henry and his sons 
helped to organize. What my grandmother, Anna, did­
n't know is that her MacAteer ancestors were Roman 
Catholic. This I discovered while attending a clan 
gathering in Co. Down, Ireland. Since Grandma had 
an abiding, unexplained hatred of Roman Catholics, I 
wish I could have seen her face when she got the 
news. Alas, she had already departed from this 
earthly realm. 

I didn't know Grandma was born in Ontario until the 
first time I voted and she told the registrar she was 
born in Canada. My reaction? "Grandma, you're a 
foreigner!" 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

They had the following family: 
Henry Augustus b 1871 Watertown, d 1894 Detroit, Ml 
Robert Woodward b 8 Feb 1874, d 19 Jan, 1928, 
Syracuse NY, buried North Watertown Cemetery. 
Anna Eliza b 12 April 1876, Picton, Ontario, d 17 June 
1954, Gloversville, NY, buried North Watertown 
Cemetery. 
Jennie Luella b 21 Nov. 1878, Picton, Ontario, d 19 
June 1955, New Smyrna Beach, FL buried Edge­
water Cemetery 
George Stanley, b 1881 Watertown, d 25 Mar 1907, 
Atlanta, GA 
Andrew Delmont, about 1883, Watertown, d 11 Janu­
ary 1929 
Susan May b 16 September 1886, Watertown, d 25 
November 1936, buried North Watertown, Cemetery. 

Uncle Gus died while visiting in Detroit, in the act of 
jumping off a drawbridge he was too impatient to wait 
for. Runs in the family. He drowned in the river. 

Uncle Bob was a big shot with some paper company. 
He married lola Lucinda Anderson, 19 August 1896 in 
Watertown. He went to China several times for his 
company and brought me back a china pig and a pa­
per Mache medicine man and introduced me to his 
Chow, which promptly nipped my cheek. 

Aunt Jen married Claude Perry about 1900 and lived 
in Watertown most of her life. No children. She was 
like a tiny version of Grandma. 

Uncle George is so handsome in his pictures I think I 
have fallen in love with him. Tall, like his brother, he 
went to Georgia to work for a paper company and 
contracted T.B. Grandma went down to take care of 
him before he died. 

Uncle Del married (1) Mae Moore in 1908 and (2) Eva 
(-) October 1928. I don't remember him. He worked 
with George in Atlanta, also Uncle Bob. 

Aunt Sue married grandpa's brother, Francis. She 
had two exceedingly smart daughters, Elizabeth and 
Mary. Mary married a Stannard and Elizabeth married 
a Reiss and had two sons. Aunt Sue died quite young 
of cancer. 

I am descended from Anna, b 12 April1876, in Picton 
and raised in Watertown. She married Edwin Clark 3 
Aug 1899. Their family follows: 

Mary Catherine, b 3 December 1900 
Jennie Margaret, b 15 August 1902 
Edwina Florence, b 28 December 1907 
Dorea, b September 1915. Died at birth 
Jennie Margaret m Dewey Gardner, 6 December 
1920, d June 1990 
I am the only child, Marilynn Jean Gardner. 

(Continued on p. 21) 
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P. Sexton 232 112' 28' 8'3" 1816 

Place Built Builder 

Sackets Harbor C. Case 
~ 

!=!" Owners: E. Camp & Co., Sackets Harbor ~ 
::r P. 563, History of St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties, New York by Franklin B. Hough states engine was built at Allairre ~ 
·S Works in New York, low pressure cross-head. Designed after the model of the Sea Horse running on Long Island Sound. Built under direction of 
~ Hunter Crane, one of the owners. First trip April, 1817 with much fanfare. Trip from Lewiston to Ogdensburgh required ten days, fare $16; deck fare, 
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Sophia F. Rhode 30 87' 8" 18' 2" 4' 7" 1817 Sackets Harbor A.S.Robberts 
Owners: E. Camp & Co., Sackets Harbor 

Martha Ogden D. Reed 49 74' 3" 17' 10" 4' 2" 1823 Sackets Harbor A.S.Robberts 
Owners: L. Ogden & Co. 

Franklin B. Hough, History of Jefferson County, N.Y. P. 564, states vessel built at Sackets Harbor about 1819, with Albert 
Crane, managing, owner the first season. Lost in 1832 off Stoney Point with William Vaughn, master. (Wrecked Nov. 12, 1832, other sources of infor­
mation). Owned by S. & L. Denison at the time. 

Brownville B. Dodd 84 84' 20' 1" 10' 2" 1830 Brownville A.S.Robberts 
Owners: C. Turner & Co., (as of 1 Oct. 1838) 

Franklin B. Hough, in his History of Jefferson County, N.Y. states Brownville built in summer of 1827 by Turner & Dodd. He 
states she had an 80 foot keel , 20 feet beam, 6 1/2 foot hold, 100 tons burden, engines 35 to 40 hp. Built on the north side of the village of Brownville. 
She had difficulty passing the locks, was burned to the water's edge on first trip to Ogdensburgh, but was run upon an island, and her crew saved. Hull 
towed back to Brownville, rebuilt by Capt. E. B. Dodd, sold at Sackets Harbor, name changed to William Avery. (p. 99) 

Brownville (2) William Vaughn114 85' 10" 30' 7'4" 1831 Brownville C. Case 
Owners: D. Griffin & Co. (as of 1 Oct. 1838) 

~ Charles Carroll C. Case 70 81' 8" 14' 6" 6' 3" 1831 
~ Owners: D. Griffin & Co. (as of 1 Oct. 1838) 

Sackets Harbor C. Case 

= P. 565, Franklin B. Hough, History of St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties, N.Y. states this vessel ran between Kingston and 
~ Rochester. Afterwards she was rebuilt and lengthened at Sackets Harbor, in summer of 1834, and name changed to America. Her engine was high 

.~ pressure. With D. Howe as master, was running from Ogdensburgh to Lewiston late in the season of 1834. 
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William A very W. Johnson 191 131' 21' 7' 4" 1832 Sackets Harbor C. Case 
Owners: D. Griffin & Co. (as of 1 Oct. 1838) 

P. 564, History of St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties N.Y. by Franklin B. Hough states this vessel was formerly the Brownville. 
Engines built by W illiam Avery of Syracuse. They were previously high pressure but changed to condensing. Ran between Ogdensburgh and Niagara 
with W. W. Sherman as master. Dismantled in 1835. 

Telegraph R. F. Childs 197 131' 18' 9" 8' 4" 1837 Dexter A. Sprague 
Owners: W. Buckley & Co. 

P. 353, Franklin B. Hough, History of Jefferson County, N.Y., states she was built in Dexter in 1836; owned by parties at Utica, 
Watertown and Sackets Harbor; afterwards changed to sail vessel, and burned on Lake St. Clair. 
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Ill JCNYGS MATERIALS FOR PURCHASE Ill 

JEFFERSON COUNTY NEW YORK 
WILL ABSTRACTS 1830 - 1850 

The Will Book contains will abstracts dating from 1830 to 
1850. The book contains 194 pages, two maps, and a chart 
showing the formation of Jefferson County Towns. 

Sale Price $15.00 + $5.00 for postage. 
Checks made out to JCNYGS 
Mail to: JCNYGS 
Attn: Robert VanBrocklin 
POBox6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 
If you would like to save on postage, 
you may pick one up from Pauline Zach 
(Clayton), or Bob VanBrocklin 
(Dexter), also at Corbin's River Heri­
tage on Riverside Drive, Clayton. 

PEDIGREE BOOK I 
$15.00 plus 

$4.05 Shipping 
A collection of pedigrees 
Submitted by members 

of the JCNYGS 
with an every name index 

v~one 

~:::- · 

... 1-m.t-..:d ;...:1 ~:..-n .. .; 
jC.WG~ 

CONTACT: BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 

nandixon@gisco.net 

THE /NF~'Nif!!!~ 
AVAILABLE 
BACK ISSUES 
$4.00 EACH 
Payable to JCNYGS 
CONTACT 
BILL DIXON 
15407 Dixon Road 
Clayton, NY 13624 
nandixon@gisco.net 
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Available 
On CD 

Every Name 
Index 

To the Informers 
Through 2004 for $7 
Or $10 if mailing is 

required 

1994-1997 
Informers 
$20 or $23 if 

mailing is required 
AI Seymour 

110 Marian Drive 
Mattydale, NY 13211 

al@seymour.net 

(If you buy both COs, 
only a single $3 Mail 

feel) 

""lfw •• 

IMwmcr tr.u,.,_ . 
~ _;;;;.-

New from AI Seymour!! - - ;:; ... 
Genealogical Lz..: - -c-

"' - _2 - -

Resources _...; , , - · 
•.....J--1 ,.._c_...,.. YQI\ 

Of Jefferson Coun ~ 
Collected by JCNYGS 
Genealogical Resources Comm,·, .. ~-:::::::,==::::z__-! 

$7 plus $3 Mail fee 
AI Seymour, 110 Marian Drive, 

Mattydale, NY 13211 al@seymour.net 

INDEX 
To the records listed in 

Rev. Garand's Historical Sketch 
Of the Village of Clayton, NY 

And 
A Complete History of St Mary's Parish 

This is an alphabetical listing of over 3000 
names and the pages where the baptismal, marriage 
and death records are located in Rev. Garand's 1902 
publication. Ideal for identifying surname spelling 
variations; brides and grooms listed separately. 
Send check or money order for $12 (includes S&H) 
to Jefferson County Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 
6453, Watertown, NY 13601. 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Dear Aunty Jeff, 
I'm looking for an obituary for 1905 from a Carthage 
area newspaper. The Flower Memorial Library could 
not help me, and I have written the local historians. 
Her name was Martha Hubbard Whitaker (Whittaker). I 
have her husband's obit from 1899, her daughter's 
from 1921 , her son-in-law's from 1918, her grandson's, 
but I can't seem to locate hers. Can you help, please? 

Robin 
Dear Robin, 
Brick walls do exist. She may not have had an obitu­
ary. In 1905, obituaries were not as common as today, 
even if there was a local paper to print it. However, it 
might have appeared in the Jefferson County Journal, 
which, from time to time, covered all of Jefferson 
County. It might possibly have appeared in a Lowville 
or other Lewis County paper, depending on where her 
daughter lived. 

Geography is important in the study of family history. 
We tend to concentrate on the specific area where we 
found our people at one time, but they moved around 
much oftener than we may think, and what seem to be 
boundaries today, might have been only the next 
neighborhood at the time. 

Jefferson County residents living along the St. Law­
rence River did not recognize the Canadian border as 
an iron curtain, some traveling back and forth daily to 
jobs in the summer time. The Town of Antwerp histo­
rian assures me that many families she traces have 
roots in Rossie or Gouverneur, both in St. Lawrence 
County. Town of Antwerp cemeteries have burials 
from either side of the county line. Town of Alexandria 
cemeteries have burials from Hammond residents, 
and vice versa. Ellisburg area families are found in the 
Sandy Creek, Oswego County historian's office. 

Sometimes we have to cast our nets wider to net our 
family fish. 
Aunty Jeff 

Dear Aunty Jeff, 
I've looked at your Child's Gazetteer about 50 times, 
on Jefferson Co. Rootsweb. Did you ever notice a 
good amount of those people are from Connecticut? 
Was that Gazetteer a local newspaper or some other 
kind of publication? 
Kelly 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/- nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Letters may be sent snail mail: 
Aunty jeff, c/o D ixon , 15407 Dixon Rd., 

Clayton NY 13624 
or E-mail nandixon@Gisco.net 

Dear Kelly, 
Child's Gazetteer is a fat little volume of Jefferson 
County history, published in 1890, a so-called mug 
book, where people paid the traveling salesmen 
(always men!) for the privilege of bragging about their 
ancestors in it. It's useful, since it sometimes is the 
only place you can find your ancestor mentioned at all. 
Occasionally the descendants did know what they 
were talking about, but you have to watch those mug 
books very carefully. 

Many of our pioneers did indeed come from Connecti­
cut, but there is no particular connection between 
Child's history of Jefferson County and any other local­
ity. 

Hamilton Child made a business of it, doing county 
histories in various parts of New York State and New 
England. Of course he copied most of his Jefferson . 
County "history" from our earliest and only REAL his­
tory, Hough's. 
Aunty Jeff 

Dear Aunty Jeff, 
Is there a place called Williamstown or Williamsburgh 
or Williamsville or something in Jefferson County? My 
manuscript is damaged and I only know the place 
started with Williams. 
Mercy. 

Dear Mercy, 
In Franklin Hough's History of Jefferson County, page 
96, he states: "At a special meeting, Jan. 29, 1818, the 
town petitioned for a tax upon themselves of $2000, 
toward building a bridge [over the Black River] at Wil­
liamstown (Pamelia) Village, and another at Brownville 
Village. John Brown, Joseph Clark, and Thomas Loo­
mis were appointed commissioners for this purpose." 
On page 216, he wrote "Pamelia Village, opposite the 
lower part of the village of Watertown, began to settle 
about 1804, upon the building of a bridge; and very 
soon after, a dam and mills were erected here. The 
place first received the name of Williamstown, which 
was given it by Jacob Brown ... " Emerson, in Our 
County and Its People, on page 290 also mentions 
Williamstown, which he said was "later North Water­
town." 
Aunty Jeff. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Surname 

B.S.= 
B.S.Sh. = 
G.M.= 
S.M.= 
S.M.= 
S.H.No.1 
W.Sh= 
A. 

Cath.Ch. = Catholic Church 
G. Clark 

L. 
E.P. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
c. 
J. 

Furnace 
R.C. Gates 
H. Hamlin 
D. House 
Mrs. House 

Mill Street 
L.H. Mills 
L.H. Mills 
C. Mitchell 
w. Murra 
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(Continued from p. 16) 
My Aunt Edwina made up for this gap in the art of re­
production, producing Alice, Richard, Elizabeth, Au­
gusta, Mary Ellen, Peggy, Michael (died young) and 
Susan. And Alice carried on the tradition, giving birth 
to 8 children. Edwina had polio as a youngster and 
was left with a pronounced limp. This, however, did 
not interfere with her social life. She had two mar­
riages, played the piano and was like a big sister to 
me. 

My Aunt Catherine married Horace Hawn about 1920. 
She gave birth to Horace Cyrus Hawn, Jr. in Dec. 
1921 , and Helen, my beloved Helen ... like a sister to 
me ... in August 1923. Years later she had Anna Lou 
when Helen was 15. They had moved to FL. about 
1926. The girls live in or near New Smyrna Beach, FL, 
and the boy, called Cy, moved to Athens, GA. She 
also was an accomplished pianist and organist I was 
afraid of her, she seemed so strict. 

My mother had a horrible temper but my father made 
up for it, so I can say I had a happy childhood and 
spent nearly every summer with my grandparents. My 
babyhood was spent in the lap of luxury but my Dad 
got the wanderlust and we moved to FL twice, and 
suffered financially, before he settled down in Glovers­
ville, NY, with his own grocery store which he ran suc­
cessfully until W/112 when he decided he didn't want to 
fool with ration coupons. He quit and had a laundry 
route until he retired in 1963. My Mom worked in the 
store (I was a latch key kid) until he closed it and then 
became a buyer for women's clothing for an upscale 
department store in Gloversville. They both retired 
and moved to FL. My mother and her sister didn't get 
along but after my parents retired there, they became 
the best of buddies. 

My grandmother, Susan Avery, was from the following 
family: 

Jasper Avery, b 1 August 1794. d 14 Oct 1865, buried 
in North Watertown Cemetery. He was from Saratoga 
Springs, NY. I also find Elisha Avery buried there, 
who is probably his father. Can't go any farther back. 
We are NOT of the Groton Avery Clan. DNA proved 
that. 

His wife was Sarah Scidmore b 1 Apr 1794, Saratoga. 
Her line is included in the Pedigree Chart. She was 
born 1 April1794 in Saratoga, died 9 Apr 1872, Water­
town, NY, buried in the same cemetery. They were 
married 1816, Pinckney, Lewis, NY. 

They had the following family, all born in Watertown, 
unless otherwise stated: 

John Scidmore Avery, b 8 November 1819, Pinkney. 

On the Web: http://rootsweb.com/-oyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

d 1890, m Marsia Lodwick or Lodwich, 1842, m (2) 
Cynthia Tucker, 1844, Rutland, NY, m 3, Myra 
Stanton, 1871 , Syracuse, NY 

James Brundage Avery, 1 Feb. 1821 , Pinkney, NY m 
Sophronia Higby, November 1842, m (2) Chloe, 1850, 
all Watertown 

Susan, b 18 February 1822 Pinkney NY, m Adam 
Munk or Muench, 3 Nov 1847, First Presbyterian 
Church d 17 Jun 1905. 

Elizabeth, b 26 November 1823, d 18 January 1899, m 
1847 William Hannahs. Buried Brookside Cemetery 

Henry W. Avery, b 1824, d 1844 

Ephraim Woodworth Avery, b 25 November 1826, d 
31 Aug. 1888, m Mary Loveridge 1851 , m (2) Mrs. 
Mary Noble, 1860. 

Haggworthingham 
From: Paul Guest 

paul.guest41@tiscali.co.uk 

I recently found a gravestone in the Church of St. Mary 
in North Somercoates, Lincolnshire, United Kingdom. 
It had the following inscription: 
"IN MEMORY OF PETER HAGGWORTHINGHAM. 
LATE OF HENDERSON IN THE COUNTY OF JEF­
FERSON, STATE OF NEW YORK, NORTH AMER­
ICA. WHO DIED AT COCKERINGTON MAY THE 
2ND 1827 Aged 53 years. 

Cockerington is the next village. Alongside is the 
gravestone of his daughter who died in 1816 aged 13 
years and his son Peter who died in 1812 aged 6 
months. I have a photograph of the stones and 
church if they are of any interest. 

Editor Nan: 
I sent this to Eric Anderson, Henderson Town Histo­
rian, who replied: 
Very interesting. I've never heard of the name 
Haggworthingham in Henderson, but I've certainly 
heard of Worthingham. My initial impression was that 
perhaps he was among the early Scotch-Irish settlers 
near Westcott Beach State Park, but I see that North 
Somercoates and Cockerington are on the east coast 
of the UK, not too far north from London. 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Jefferson County Places 
(Do you know of others?) 

Adams, Adams Center, Adams Five Corners (now Ad­
ams Center), Alexander Corners, Alexandria Bay, Al­
exandria Center, Allendale (originally Caulkin's Mills), 
Alverson, Antwerp, Applegate, Appling (now Adams 
Village), Aspinwall Corners, Association Island 
Babbitts Corners, Baggs Corner, Barlow Corners, 
Bartletts Corner, Bartlett's Point, Bayview, Bean Hill 
Crossing, Bear Creek (now Pierrepont Manor), Bedford 
Comers, Belleville, Benezet (now Philadelphia), Bent­
ley's Comers, Bishop Street, Bishops Comers, Black 
River, Blanchard's Comers, Boultons Beach, Brooklyn 
(now Pillar Point), Brooksville, Brown Corners, Browns 
Comers, Brownville, Buck Hill (now Rural Hill), Bullock 
Comers, Burrs Mills, Burrville, Calcium (originally San­
ford's Corners). Butterville 
Camps Mills, Cape Vincent, Carleton Island, Carrying 
Place, Carthage, Catfish Creek (now Depauville), 
Caulkins Mills (Allendale), Champion, Champion Hud­
dle Chapel Comers P. 0., Chaumont, Clark Point, 
Cl~yton , Clayton Center, Cobb Town, Collins Landing, 
Collins Mills (now Stone Mills), Coopers Comers, Cor­
bins Comers, Cornelia (now Clayton), Cowan Comer 
Deferiet, Defemo, DeLaFarge Corners, DeLauney 
Mills, Depauville, DeVoice Comers, Dexter, Diamon_d, 
Dillen, Doolins Crossing, Douglas Crossing, Dry H1ll, 
Dutch Settlement 
East Houndsfield, East Rodman (Whitesville), East 
Watertown, Edgewood Park, Elizabethtown (now Phila­
delphia), Ellisburgh, Evans Mills 
Fargo, Felts Mills, Field's Settlement, Fineview (on 
Wellesley Island), Fish Creek (now Dexter), Fish Is­
lands (now Dexter), Fishers Landing, Flat Rock (now 
Plessis), Fox Island, Fredericks Comers, French Creek 
(now Clayton), French Settlement, French Settlement 
(now Rosiere) , Friend's Settlement (now Philadelphia), 
Frontenac (on Round Island) 
Glen Park, Galoo (Galloups) Island, Getman Comers, 
Giddingsville, Glen Park, Godfreys Comer, Goldby 
Comers, Goose Bay, Gould Corners, Gracy Corne~. 
Grand View Park (on Wellesley Island), Gravelley Pomt 
(now Cape Vincent), Great Bend, Great Falls (now Wa­
tertown), Greene Settlement, Grenell Island, Grenell, 
Grenadier Island, Grindstone Comers, Grindstone Is­
land, Grove Hotel, Gunns Comers 
Hadley, Hall Comers, Halls Mills (now Belleville), 
Harpers Ferry, Harrison (now Rodman), Henderson, 
Henderson Harbor, Herrick Grove, Herrings, Honey­
ville, Hossington, Hubbard Crossing, Hungerford Cor­
ners, Hungry Bay (Point Peninsula), Huntingtonville 
Independence Point, Ingerson's Comers 
Jamesville (now Redwood), Jefferson Park, Jewett's 
Comers, Joachim (no longer visible), Juhelville (now 
part of Watertown) 
Karter Crossing, Kamargo (now Black River), King's 
Garden, Knowlesville (Noseville, GNIS) 
laFargeville, Leander (now Pamelia), LeRaysville, 
Limerick, Lisk Settlement, Little Sandy (now Manns­
ville), Lockport (now Black River), Log Mills (now La-

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 

Fargeville), Long Falls (now Carthage), Lorraine, 
Lower Town Landing, Lyons Comers 
Mannsville, Maxon Corners, Military Road (later 
Chauffy's Comers), Millen's Bay, Moffattsville, Mon­
tario Point, Mooney Gulf, Moore Landing (Wellesley 
Island), Mudge's Mills (now Omar), Mullet Creek (now 
Omar), Munns Corners, Murray Isle 
Naples (now Henderson Harbor}, Natural Bridge, 
Nauvoo, New Connecticut, Noseville (Knowlesville), 
North Adams, North Landing, North Watertown, North 
Wilna 
Omar, Orleans Four Corners (originally Shantzeville/ 
Shantyville), Ormiston Comers, Oxbow 
Paddy Hill, Pamelia Center, Pamelia Four Corners, 
Pamelia Village (now part of the City of Watertown), 
Perch Lake, Perch River, Philadelphia (originally 
Friends Settlement), Pierrepont Manor, Pillar Point, 
Pillar Point Village, Pinckney, Pine Plains, Pinehurst 
Resort, Plessis, Pageland, Point Peninsula, Point 
Peninsula Village, Point Salubrious, Point Vivian, 
Ponds, Port Orleans (now Fishers Landing), Potters 
Comers, Price Settlement, Purpura Comers, Putnam 
School House 
Redwood, Reedville, Reynolds Comers, Rices Junc­
tion, Rivergate, Robert's Comers, Rodman, Rogers 
School House, Rosiere, Ross Comers, Round Island 
(Frontenac Summer P. 0 .), Rural Hill, Rutland Center 
Sackets Harbor, St. Lawrence, St. Lawrence Park, 
Salisbury's Mills, Sanford Corners (not Calcium), San­
ford's Comers (later Calcium}, Saxe Corners, 
Schnauber Comer, Scotts Corners, Scoville Corners, 
Seven by Nine Comers. Shurtleff, Sixtown Point, Skin­
ners Comers, Slocumville, Smiths Corners, Smith's 
Mills (now Adams), Smithville, Snellville, South Cham­
pion, South Rutland (now Tylerville), South Woods 
(later Diamond}, Spragueville, Stamingville, Stears 
Corners, Sterlingburgh, Sterlingville, Stills Comers, 
Stone Mills (originally Collins Mills), Stoney Point, 
Stony Island, Stony Point, Storrs Corners, Stowell's 
Comers, Strickland Comers, Strough's Crossing, Sul­
phur Springs, Summerland, Sunnybank 
T allcott Falls, Tanners Comers, Taylor Settlement, 
Theresa, Thomas Settlement, Thousand Islands Park 
(on Wellesley Island), Three Mile Bay, Three Mile 
Point, Thurso (on Grindstone Island), Toad Hollow, 
Totman's Gulf, Tremaines Comers, Turin Four Cor­
ners, Tylerville (once South Rutland) 
Unionville (Zoar), Upper Town Landing 
Wards Comers, Wardwell Settlement, Warren Settle­
ment, Watertown-City of, Watertown Center, Water­
ville, Wellesley Island (originally Wells Island). West 
Carthage, West Comers, West Rodman, West 
Theresa, Westminster Park (on Wellesley Island), 
Westwood Corners, Westons Corners, Whitesville 
(East Rodman). Whitford's Comers (West Rodman), 
Whitney Corners, Wilcox's Comers, Wilcoxville, Wil­
liamstown, Wilna, Winona, Woods Mills, Wood's Set­
tlement (late Woodville), Woodville, Worth, Worth 
Center, Worthville 
Zoar 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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Chaumont Once Center 
Of Ship Building Industry 

(From Thousand Island Sun, May 31 , 1973) 

Chaumont - The old shipyard at Chaumont has b~~ 
silent for almost a half century. If you were to VISit 
what has long been known as Shipyard Point on lower 
Chaumont Bay you might fin.d ~ f~w rotting pieces ~f 
timber once intended as sh1ps nbs. They have lam 
there almost more than 50 years since the sound of 
the hammer stroke was heard in the old ship-yard. 

These, with a decrepit old shop building which has 
been wrecked by fire ar:'d r~ins of a wharf a~e all that 
remain of a once bust11ng rndustry from wh1ch ema­
nated a cacophony of sound and provided one of 
Chaumont's biggest winter industries and gave em­
ployment to as many as 100 men. 

Fifty or more years ago a visitor might have seen t~ree 
or four lake barges, tugs or schooners on "!18YS e1t~er 
in the process of construction or undergoing repa1rs. 
The shipyard was owned and operated by Capt. Frank 
Daniel Phelps, a mechanical genius of the first water. 

Phelps had no formal ~ucation and up .to the ti!lle of 
his marriage could ne1ther read nor wnte. Gorng to 
work as soon as he was large enough, he sailed be­
fore the mast for several years on the Great Lakes 
having spent most of his youth netting ciscoes at 
Chaumont Bay. 

His wife taught him to read and :ovrite and to ma~ter 
arithmetical problems. Armed w1th such ~chool.rng, 
rudimentary as it .was, he forged ahe~d fast rn naviga­
tion and earned licenses, first as a p1lot and then as a 
ship's master on the Great Lakes. 

His first boat building venture was the construction of a 
fishing boat, a sloop. His boats were built from small 
models which he fashioned as he could not read blue­
prints. In constructing his first model he failed to have 
the two sides exactly alike. The result was tha~ one 
side of the boat when in the wind it flew along like a 
scared cat; but when the other was in the wind it lum­
bered along like a half sub-merged washtub. 

His next model he fashioned after the fast side of the 
first one and from it built a sloop nicknamed, The 
Barnyard. That boat for more than 30 years ~as the 
racing queen of the eastern end of Lake Ontano. The 
first boat built in the Phelps shipyard was the schoo­
ner Emma a three-master, named for his sister. 
Phelps' next venture was a larger schooner which was 
named the John S. Parson in honor of an Oswego 
ship chandler. The Parsons was later converted into a 
steam barge and sailed the lakes for many years; fi­
nally it was destroyed in a gale after the death of Cap­
tain Phelps. 

Other types of boats built by the Captain were barges, 
steam barges, tugs, and a large number of scows. 

Chaumont was not the only center of ship building ac­
tivity although it was the last point on the eastern end 
of Lake Ontario to see that industry die. 

On the Web: bttp://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.htm 

Many wooden ships were at one time or another con­
structed at Henderson Harbor, Sackets Harbor, Three 
Mile Bay, Clayton and Oswego. But with the gradual 
disappearance of forests and the developme~t of steel 
as boat building material, woode.n maten~ls, a~d 
wooden ships passed from the p1cture tak1ng With 
them the once bustling ship building centers along the 
Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River. 

(Continued from page 7) Sterlingville 
Ster1ingville became a Catholic mission in 1837, and in 
1839 a house of worship was built just outside the 
hamlet proper, on a lot donated by John La Farge. At 
that time Rev. Michael Gilbride was priest in charge. In 
1849 the edifice was burned, but was replaced in 1854 
with a larger structure. In 1885 the building was re­
moved to the village. It is still an out mission from Ev­
ans' Mills, under the care of Rev. AL Dufrasne. 

The union meeting house was erected in 1856 by con­
tributions from the generously disposed pe<?ple. of t~e 
locality, and at a cost of about $1 ,800. Dunnfl1ts his­
tory the building has been occupied by worsh1ppe~ of 
the Methodist Episcopal, Protestant Episcopal, Univer­
salist, Baptist and Disciple denominations, none of 
which was sufficiently strong to maintain a church or 
support a separate pastor. The Methodists are the 
strongest denomination in this part of the town, gradu­
ally and constantly growing in numbers and i~fluence. 
The believers in the Disciple Christian teachings be­
gan holding meetings soon after 1845 and about fiv~ 
years later effected an informal organization. The SOCI­
ety was formed in 1864, the original members numbe~­
ing 22 persons, but did not progress much beyond th1s 
condition in later years. Meetings were held in ~e ~n­
ion building in Sterlingville as long as the orgamzat1on 
was maintained. No regular services of this denomina­
tion have been held for more than fifteen years. 

James Sterling 1800-1863 

©Jefferson County New York Genealogy Society 
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Jefferson County Queries 
Send Queries to: Lis Couch, 24670 County Rt. 159, Watertown, NY 13601; lcouch0624@aol.com 

Subject: Jefferson County Informer Query 
(Some readers don't have intemet access. Please include mailing address &/or phone numbers as well as email.) 

WATROUS 
I am a descendant of Richard and Inez WATROUS, 
my maternal grandparents. I received information that 
when Inez was pregnant with my mother, the city was 
to expand the street they were living on in Watertown, 
but because she was pregnant, it was postponed. Ap­
parently all the turmoil made the headlines. I don't 
know the street, nor the year, but I am assuming it 
would have been in 1923 or 1924 as my mother was 
born July 11, 1924. Would you have any information 
and/or whom I might contact to research the newspa­
pers from that time? I appreciate any information you 
have on either Richard or Inez WATROUS. Richard 
was a Fuller Brush man and was killed in a train acci­
dent, which most likely also made the papers, around 
1926 or 1927. 

LOOMIS, MILLER 

Karen Scheumack 
2103 Frontier Trail 

Round Rock, TX 78681 
jscheumackjr@austin.n-.com 

I am looking for information about the Loomis family of 
my grt-grt-grandmother Ellen Maria LOOMIS AKA 
Ellen Thelma LOOMIS born October 21, 1855, in Wa­
tertown New York. According to her marriage regis­
tration Ellen's parents were John L. or T. and Sarah M. 
LOOMIS. Ellen Maria was the name recorded on the 
marriage registration but she was known to us as Ellen 
Thelma. It appears that Ellen may have been sent to 
the U.S. after the death of her parents. I did find her in 
our 1871 Canadian census records and at the young 
age of fourteen she was living with a family who had a 
different last name. I located her living in Ernestown, 
District of Lennox, Ontario, Canada. Ellen married 
James MILLER on April 23, 1876 in Nappanee, On­
tario, Canada. They later moved to Portage La Prairie, 
Manitoba where they raised their family. Ellen died on 
August 12, 1918 on their farm in Amaranth. I have 
further information about her and her family on my 
website: (www.geocities.com/proutinfo). Follow the 
link to the MILLER family. 

DERBY, TANNER 

Mrs. C. Vallee 
British Columbia, Canada 

lvallee@dccnet.com 

Looking for information on Rice DERBY, listed as 
PRICE DERBY on the 1850 Jefferson Co, NY census. 
His wife was Hannah TANNERand they had 11 chil­
dren. 

Jan Kisselburg 
448 Rice Ave 

Ypsilanti, M/48197 
nimrodkiss@aol.com 
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JENNA, SPENCER 
I am looking for any information of the parents of 
Emily Minisa JENNA born 26 Aug 1842 in Hounds­
field, Jeff. NY. She married Henry SPENCER 2 Nov 
1865 in Champion NY, died 1899??? Would like the 
full date if anyone knows. She is buried in Sulphur 
Springs, Jeff. NY. She had 3 children, Mildred, 
George, (My GGrandfather) and Frederick. Have read 
that she was from Redwood in the death notice of 
Henry. 

DAVIS 

Barbara Spencer Smith 
2866 McLeod Drive 

Las Vegas, NV 89121 
edziu47 47@aol.com 

702-457-8487 

I would like to find descendants of the DAVIS family. 
In 1850 the census listed the following children of 
Amos and Elizabeth DAVIS: Lewis N (age 20), Almira 
M (age 15), Greenleaf Page (age 10), Amos W (age 
11), William Buckminster and Francis Henry. Lewis N 
DAVIS was in Croghan, Lewis County in 1880, was 
married to Hannah, and had two children named 
Amos and Elizabeth. Francis Henry moved to Brad­
ford County, PA and Greenleaf Page went to Cal in 
the Gold Rush and eventually settled in Erie, PA. 

RICE, COOPER, BROOKS 

Joyce Everingham 
12611 N. Gentle Rain Dr. 

Marana, AZ 85653 
castilianaz@aol.com 

My gggg grandmother was Sarah RICE. She married 
James COOPER, first cousin to Judge William COO­
PER of Cooperstown, New York. I don't know much 
about Sarah. I don't know when she and her husband 
were married. I am guessing it was before 1825. 
They had several children: Hannah, Ruth (my ggg 
grandmother), Esther, Ezra, William and Alonzo. 
Esther was born about 1825. They were born in St. 
Lawrence, New York (Dekalb, possibly). I assume 
Sarah died as James married Almira BROOKS about 
1840. She was born in Champion, Jefferson County, 
New York to Joseph BROOKS and ?. 

MILES 

Alexander R. Fischer 
2506 22nd Ave. 

Rock Island, lffinois61201 
MRNURSERN@aol.com 

My gg grandfather Augustus Sylvester MILES was 
born in Cape Vincent, Jefferson County, New York in 
1837. His obituary notice mentions that his father, Wil­
liam MILES, was a lighthouse keeper at Cape Vin­
cent. Can anyone tell me about the lighthouse at Cape 
Vincent? Does it still exist? What years did it operate? 
Are there any records of the light house keepers? 

Jeorgette Knoll 
3301157th Ave NW 
Andover, MN 55304 

jknollmn@earthlink.net 

E-mail: JCNYGS@imcnet.net 
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COBEY, DICKEY, BIRTCH, FLOOD 
I have been researching my family from Alexan­
dria Bay and also Brockville Ontario. the surname 
is COBEY. I am writing mostly to find out if any­
one else is doing similar research .... other sur­
names which tie in are: DICKEY, BIRTCH, FLOOD. 

BAKER 

Michael Cobey 
14515 32nd St KPS 

LakeBay, WA 98349 
marsupial@centurytel. net 

I am looking to find any record of the wartime death of 
my ancestor Benjamin BAKER who died in 1813 at 
Sackefs Harbor. He is said to be buried in a military 
cemetery there, but there is absolutely nothing I can 
find on the internet as far as a record of the graves is 
concerned. Is there a cemetery at all? I can't find 
anything! Is there any record of who is buried out 
there? 

BECKER 

Jon M. Corry 
1080 East Lassen Ave. #61 

Chico, CA 95973 
53~891-5312 

jmcorry@sbcglobal net 

Looking for a photo or biography of the BECKER fam­
ily of Wilna and Natural Bridge. Pioneer was Conrad 
BECKER, and his son Ephraim BECKER. 

SAWYER, BAKER, TAYLOR 

Art Robinson 
599 Morton Rd 

Hamlin NY 14464 
SandArtRob@aol com 

I am looking for whatever information I can find about 
the wives of Rev. Elisha SAWYER (1809-1875). He 
apparently lived in Smithville, Jefferson Co from 1842 
to 1849 and was associated with the LaFargeville 
Church and the Carthage Baptist Church about 1850. 
His first wife was Clarissa BAKER from Jefferson Co. 
He married her in 1831. His second wife was Dolly 
BAKER (1817-1853) and married her in 1842 in 
Smithville. He married his third wife, Adelia TAYLOR 
(1815-1889), in 1851. I am looking for the parents of 
his wives and any other vital records for the wives. 

CALKINS, HOLMES 

Howard M. Rathbun 
2198 Glen Haven Drive 

Loveland, Co. 80538 
HMRathbun@cs.com 

I have posted before requesting information on my 4th 
great grandparents Nancy HOLMES CALKINS & Seth 
CALKINS. This query is a brick wall desperation ques­
tion for those of you with expertise in the Jefferson 
County area. Do you think there might be a burial re­
cord (I have photos of their gravestones) from a local 
church or any late life records (I have the census) that 
might indicate the actual parentage of Nancy 
HOLMES? This is vague, but necessarily so, as I am 
grasping at straws trying to connect her to a HOLMES 
line. 

Janie DeNunzio 

On tbe Web: http://rootsweb.com/-nyjeffer/jeffsoc.btm 

HANSEN, JENKINSON 

Portland, Oregon 
SnowbirdNW@aol com 

If anyone would like a wedding announcement for Mr. 
Vernon HANSEN and Miss Myrtle E. JENKINSON, 
Thursday, Oct. 27, 1938 in Theresa, New York and 
also a picture of labeled Mrs. JENNKINSON and Myr­
tle, please contact: Pauline Zach 

TED HAMS 

417 James Street 
Clayton, NY 13624 
pinzach@aol.com 

315 686-3712 

I need any info on the following individuals. Alfred 
TEDHAMS b 1823 England d after 1900 in Adams, 
Jefferson Co., New York. I know he is buried in Ad­
ams Center Cemetery. Alfred married an Elizabeth 
Unknown b 1835 England d unknown. Their children 
are: 
William b 07/1855 Ellisburg, Jefferson, NY; Mary A b 
1857 New Haven Twsp, Gratiot Co. , Michigan; Salina 
b 1858 New Haven Twsp, Gratiot Co., Michigan; 
George A b 1863 Ellisburg, Jefferson Co., NY. Wil­
liam married a Harriet and later married again to an 
Ellen. Any info would be greatly appreciated, also 
photos that may be available through the society or 
taken of their headstones. 

ROBERTS,BELLAN 

Usa Ryan . 
22194 Hernando Ave 

Port Charlotte, Florida 33952 
laryans253@yahoo com 

I am researching family of Kenneth ROBERTS b 2 
Feb 1911 Carthage, NY. Kenneth's birth certificate 
shows his father as Frederick ROBERTS b 1880 Car­
thage and his mother as Lena M. BELLAN (sp?) b abt 
1881 Montreal, Can. Frederick's parents may have 
been Joseph and Mary, both b Canada. Frederick 
may have had a brother Jay. Kenneth shows up on 
1915 New York census at St. Patrick's Orphanage, 
Watertown. Believe Kenneth was adopted between 
1915-1920 and moved to MA Seeking any informa­
tion on his ROBERTS family . 

BELLINGER, POTTER 

Dave McTigue 
POBox 945 

Charlton Cty, MA 01508 
dmct@verizon.net 

Brayton Buckle BELLINGER died in Philadelphia, NY 
on 19 June 1883. Death certificate tells he is a farmer 
buried in Theresa, June 12, 1883 by Undertaker 
AW.POTTER. Looking for the grave site. Have used 
Bartlett info, etc. and found he was buried before he 
died! Any way to find his place of interment? 

Betty B. Bateman 
5DelandWay 

Plattsburg, NY 12901-4309 
bbateman5@verizon. net 
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RESEARCHERS 
Mary Anne Buteaux 

33 Kris Ann Drive 
New Hartford, NY 13413 

(315) 768-6436 
maryannebuteaux@hotmail.com 

(Oneida, Herkimer, Chenango and Madison Counties) 

Rex Ennis 
2550 Gifford St. Rd. 

Watertown, NY 1360 I 
Rex@rhennis.com 

Diana Horning 
35465 Line Road School Road 

Carthage, NY 13619 
Diana@rhennis.com 

Mary Mcintosh 
P.O. Box244 

Lacona, NY 13083 
(315) 387-2155 

genealogistl3083@yahoo.com 
(Northem Oswego and Southern. Jefferson Co.) 

Gary L. Rhodes 
P.O. Box220 

Belleville, NY 13611 
jrhodes@bluefrognet.net 

Deanna Vosburgh Smith 
102 Lafayette Street 

Palatine Bridge, NY 13428 
dee48@citlink.net 

INFORMER 
Jefferson County NY Genealogical Society 
(JCNYGS) 
P.O. Box 6453 
Watertown, NY 13601 

JCNYGS To Publish 
Pedigree Charts Vol. 2 

The JCNYGS plans to publish a second volume of 
pedigree charts. We are asking that those who 
have a Jefferson County, NY connection and 
whose pedigrees were not published in Volume 1 
submit their most u~to-date pedigree chart for 
publication in Volume 2. We will give preference to 
those charts which have been computer gener­
ated, but legible hand-written charts will also be 
accepted. We ask that the pedigrees be limited to 
2 pages and that the submitters name and address 
should appear on each chart. Submitting the chart 
implies pennission to publish. Send as soon as 
possible to: Lynn Thornton 

1 0 N. Broad St. 
Carthage, NY 13619 
lthom@earthlink.net 

Available 
On CD 

Every Name 
Index 

To the Informers Through 
2004 for$7 

Or $10 if mailing is required 

1994-1997 
Informers 
$20 or$23 if 

mailing is required 
AI Seymour 

110 Marian Drive 
Mattydale. NY 13211 

al@seymour.net 
(If you buy both COs, only 

a single $3 Mail fee!) 
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